
After considering nearly a 

dozen choices, the Interim 

Minister Task Force (IMTF) has 

named Lise Adams Sherry as 

interim minister for the church. 

The interim minister will serve 

the congregation for two years 

as the church transitions to a 

settled minister. 

The IMTF found Rev. Lise to be 

articulate, engaging, and very 

professional. They believe she is 

willing and able to listen to our 

hopes, dreams and fears, and 

will challenge us and walk with 

us as we move into our future. 

Now for the burning question: 

“How does she pronounce her 

! rst name?”  Lise says in her 

family it’s pronounced just like 

Lisa. The spelling honors her 

family’s German heritage. When 

asked how she would like to 

be addressed by us, she said 

she would like us to call her 

Reverend Lise, or simply Lise.

When asked why she is 

interested in interim ministry, 

Rev. Lise said,  “When I went 

to my ministerial internship 

at the Unitarian Universalist 

Fellowship in Corvallis, I learned 

about the power of " exibility 

and shared ministry. Often I 

would present an idea and it 

would reach its completion in 

a totally di# erent form than 

I had imagined. I also began 

learning the skill of asking 

‘what if’ questions, without 

any attachment to what the 

answers might be, as a way to 

encourage congregants to think 

outside of the box. 

“My supervisor helped 

me accept the power and 

legitimateness of my intuitive 

side, which allowed me to 

become an advocate for others 

with this strength in our UU 

culture—another way to 

expand our diversity$ I think it 

was at the fellowship that I ! rst 

envisioned the possibility of 

being an interim minister. As an 

intern minister in Corvallis, I was 

not as invested in the culture 

and could see and imagine 

possibilities for positive change 

with a fresh perspective. I 

enjoyed doing this while still 

remaining connected and 

respectful through pastoral 

work and encouraging 

leadership.”

Lise began her ministerial 

education at Vancouver School 

of Theology in British Columbia, 

Canada, and chose to ! nish 

her theological education at 

Meadville-Lombard Theological 

School in Chicago. She was 

ordained on January 22, 2012. 

Her background includes 

service as Religious Exploration 

Assistant, Director of Religious 

Exploration, and Assistant 

Minister, all at her home 

congregation in Salem, Oregon. 

Rev. Lise and her husband, 

Nelson, have two sons: one has 

started college, and the other 

will graduate from high school 

in June, 2014 (he and his dad 

will remain in Oregon this year). 

Lise said they also have “two 

cats and one poorly trained, but 

very happy dog.” Her family is 

very supportive of her decision 

to move to Elgin.

Lise will visit approximately May 

30-June 3 to search for housing 

and to meet the congregation. 

If you’d like to help ! nd her 

home in Elgin, please contact 

Teresa Stultz. Lise will probably 

attend the June 2 church 

service. On June 1, a potluck 

at the church will enable her 

to meet as many people as 

possible—please come wish 

her a warm welcome$

Meet Lise Adams Sherry

J U N E  2013
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A Month of 

Sundays
JUNE

6/2: Commencement

This is the season of graduation and 
commencement services.  Moter Deng and 
Kyle Brinker are our graduating seniors 
and they have been invited to share a few 
“commencement” thoughts about life, 
meaning and what is important.  The Rev. 
Dan Brosier will lead the service.

6/9: A Few Final Words, the Flower 
Communion, and a Party

This is the ! nal Sunday that Dan Brosier will 
lead our worship service as our minister.  
The service will conclude with our annual 
" ower communion when we celebrate our 
community.  All those attending the service 
are asked to bring a live plant/" ower to place 
in communion. At the end of the service each 
member/family is encouraged to take a plant 
home to enjoy and nurture.  Following the 
service there will be a party.

Services begin at 10:45

From the Minister
The minister’s o%  ce is slowly being cleaned out 
and the plan is to have it freshened up with a new 
coat of paint in preparation for its next inhabitant. 
Information, accumulated over the years, is 
being written down and passed on. Several small 
maintenance projects I have wanted to ! nish are 
now completed, and my ! rst disability check has 
arrived on schedule.  Things are moving forward.

Sometime near the end of June I will leave my key 
on Mila’s desk, walk out the front door, and pause 
to listen to the door click shut.  At that point, in 
my mind, my time as your minister will come to 
an end. Up until recently my understanding of 
ministry has called me to share life’s journey with 
you. Now it calls me to pull back and disconnect 
from the community. As is customary, I am 
promising the interim minister that I will not have 
ongoing professional or personal contact with 
the congregation. 

For quite some time I have known this would be 
a part of leaving but it was always in the future—
safely in the future.  I knew as well that it would 
be one of the hardest things I have ever done.  
And that is indeed the case.   The disconnection 
sounds and feels harsh given the time we have 
spent together and the fact that Katherine and I 
plan to remain in the area.  Experience, though, 
has shown it to be the best way to help facilitate 
the transition for both the church and the retiring 
minister.  At this point that is what ministry calls 
us to do.

It has been a rich and ful! lling experience.  
Thanks to all who made it so.

—Dan

A Summer of 

Sundays
2013

Summer’s worship service dates are: June 
23, July 7 and 21, and August 4, 18 and 25.

6/23: The Spirituality of Interim Ministry

A look at the time between ministers as a 
period of retreat and renewal. Service led by 
Elizabeth Closson.

Summer services begin at 9:45



The Unichord June 2013 3

June Calendar
Worship Services

June 2 and 9 at 10:45

June 23 at 9:45

Board of Trustees

June 19 at 7:00

All are welcome to attend.

Book Club—Afternoon

June 3 at 12:30,

o# site—contact Alice Macy

Buddhist Group

Thursdays at 7:00,

o# site—contact Carl Deitrick

Choir Practice

June 6 at 7:30

in the Sanctuary

DAN!A!PALOOZA: Service 
and Potluck to Honor Rev. Dan

June 9 at 10:45

Finance Committee

June 10 at 7:00

Improv Group

Sundays at 7:00 

in the sanctuary

Labyrinth Walk

June 26 at 6:30

Labyrinth Weeding

June 1 at 9:00

Men’s Bike Trip

June 24-26

o# site—way, way o# site

UUCE Moms Group

June 21—details TBA

Join us for a fun, relaxing night of 

conversation.

Mystery Writer Appears

June 28 at 7:00

in the Fellowship Hall

Pantry Sunday

June 2

qUUilting

June 1 at 9:00

The qUUilters are again making 

a ra!  e quilt. All proceeds go to 

social justice.

UNICHORD DEADLINE

June 23

Members and friends of UUCE are invited to join members of 
the UUCE book groups in Fellowship Hall at 7:00 on Friday, 
June 28,  when they host an author talk by UU mystery writer 
Marion Moore Hill.  Ms. Hill is a member of Red River UU Church 
in Denison, TX, and writes two series of novels, the Deadly Past 
Mysteries and the Scrappy Librarian mysteries.  She will speak 
about how she constructs plots and creates characters, and about 
the research involved for each series.  The Deadly Past Mysteries 
features a young single mother and history bu#  who solves 
contemporary murders that relate to various Founding Fathers.  
The UUCE book groups are reading &Deadly Design,& in which a 
mysterious old house in Virginia that may have been designed by 
Thomas Je# erson is a crime scene in two di# erent centuries.

For further information contact Alice Macy.

UU Mystery Writer 

Appears in Fellowship Hall

Young 

Adults Work 

for Climate 

Justice
Over 200 UU young adults who 
care about climate justice have 
come together from all over 
the United States and Canada 
to form UU Young Adults for 
Climate Justice.  The members 
connect Unitarian Universalist 
faith to the work for justice 
for the web of all existence.  
The focus for the group is 
on creating ethical living 
systems: inter-generationally, 
internationally, among 
communities, among species, 
among ecosystems and with 
Earth.  

The network participated 
in the Central Mid-West 
District Young Adult Steering 
Committee in Chicago, and 
will o# er sessions at the 
UUA General Assembly, 
including “Building A Young 
Adult Environmental Justice 
Network.” To join the Network, 
visit their Facebook page, or 
email uuyacj@gmail.com.
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This time of the year 
is always somewhat 
bittersweet: the 
excitement of end-
of-year events and 
summer mixed with 
saying goodbye to 
those we may not see 

again until fall. And this year is a bit more so with 
Dan leaving. 
Change is inevitable, although not always easily 
managed. Our interim minister will have the 
challenge of honoring our past while moving 
us forward. Our challenge will be to do so with 
grace and compassion. I am con! dent that our 
community will pull together, and as a result, 
become even stronger.
Looking ahead to these last couple of weeks of 
the regular church year, on June 2, we will be 
honoring our high school graduates, Kyle Brinker 
and Moter Deng. We will be privileged to hear 
their words of wisdom as they stand on the 
precipice of young adulthood. 

Religious Exploration and Education
We will also acknowledge the 28 people who 
made our program successful this year: Jack 
Berry, Pennie Burke, Val Broyles, Pete Broyles, 
Debbie Caruso, Anne Clough, Chris Davis, Jason 
Engel, Karen Forrester, Stan Forrester, Diana 
Heizer, Amy Hill, Valerie Howells, Cheryl Janu, 
Vickie Kilgore, Diana Kremen, Bridget La" in, 
Meg La" in, Andrea Schmidlin, Jennifer Schulz, 
Heike Spayne, April Swain, Brandi Talaga, Betsy 
Thrasher, Todd Underwood, Kathie Wachholder, 
Kurt Wachholder, and Kevin Webster. I am so 
grateful to each and every one of you$
On June 9, we will recognize our eighth graders 
who will be bridging to high school next year: 
Reve Rogers-Bottino, Jeremy Clough, and 
Tommy Heizer. They will join the high school 
class trip to Great America and go on a camping 
trip this summer.
As if there wasn't enough to do, we also have 
two social action events this month in which 
families can participate. On June 4, anyone age 8 
and above can help pack food for the Northern 
Illinois Food Bank in Geneva from 6-8:30. Contact 
Vickie Kilgore to sign up.
On June 29, we have another opportunity to 
help at the soup kitchen, located at the Church 
of the Brethren in Elgin. This time, we will be 
serving the meal from 5-7. Contact me if you're 
interested in volunteering.
Have a wonderful summer, and hope to see you 
at UUCE$

Ð Kathy

Youth Curricula for June
June 2 Preschool Closing Sunday

  K-2:       Your Own   
    Picture Book

  3-5:  Queen Esther

  6-8:  Remain in
    the service

  High School Graduation 
  ± remain in the service

June 9 Goodbye Intergenerational
  ± no classes

June 23 Summer Program Begins

All You Need is Love
(and Peanut Butter)

The All People's Inter-Faith Pantry can use saltine 
crackers, spaghetti and spaghetti sauce this 
month along with the old standbys of peanut 
butter, jelly, cereal, juice, and canned meats, plus 
toilet paper, face soap and laundry detergent.

Try to bring your donations on our Pantry 
Sunday, June 2, but your contributions are 
welcome any time during the month.










