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2002: A Pretty Good Year!

Going Once... Going Twice.. .
by Doug Pratt

Now that the holiday season is behind us, what is there to look 
forward to? Why our annual Service Auction, of  course. This year it is 
scheduled for Saturday, February 9, but your involvement should begin 
much earlier than that. For members of our community who haven’t 
participated in the Service Auction before, you should know that it is 

one of  the highlights of  the church calendar. It 
is, in fact, much more than just a fundraising 
activity. It includes an evening filled with fun, 
food, and good fellowship. Children can offer 
items and services for auction, but are 
discouraged from participating in the live 
Auction itself  (they can participate in the Silent 
Auction). Childcare will be provided for the Live 

In 2002, we saw a wealth of exciting activities at the UUCE:
• The Adult Spirituality program expanded to offer a wide 

variety of  classes including Soul Painting, Spirituality in 
Everyday Life, Parents as Resident Theologians, The New U, The 
World Religions Series, Spirituality 
Through the Arts, and Buddhism in the 
Present Moment, Paganism 101 and 
Illuminations.

• On February 2, our Service Auction 
brought in $8,300!

• On March 24, legendary Maine 
singer-songwriter David Mallet 
filled our sanctuary for an 
afternoon folk concert.

• 

• 

• 

• 

We formed covenant groups for the 
first time to offer our members 
more avenues for interpersonal 
connection.
Linda Porter became our 
Growth/Community Development 
Coordinator.
At our annual meeting in May, the 
congregation approved the 
formation of  a Green Sanctuary Committee and 
encouraged our participation in the Green Sanctuary 
project.
In June, our rummage sale brought in a new record of  
almost $3,000!

Jim Hermann helped orchestrate bidders
at the 2002 Service Auctioncontinued on page 4

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• We added 13 new members to our growing congregation.

In July and August, we sent three  members to the UUA 
Leadership school.
We built and dedicated our beautiful Meditation Garden, 
and completed construction of  an earthen berm around 

our Earth-Wisdom Labyrinth.
On September 28, nearly sixty people 
from fifteen Midwest churches attended 
the interfaith Green Sanctuary workshop 
that we hosted in conjunction with 
Katherine Jesch, UU Director of  
Environmental Ministry.
On October 13, a workshop was held 
after the service to work on ways to 
integrate our youth more wholly into 
our congregation.
On October 19, a leadership retreat was 
held for Board members and Committee 
Chairs to explore how congregations 
remain healthy.
Our CROP walkers raised over $2,000 
(second highest donor organization) of  
the $18,518 total pledges and our own 
Tim Davis was the top individual 

fundraiser in the whole event!
On November 19, our prairie landscape was helped along 
by a controlled burn.

Let’s keep the momentum rolling in 2003!
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These words come from Gordon 
McKeeman–retired Universalist 
minister, retired Unitarian 
Universalist minister, and retired 
President of  the Starr King School for 
the Ministry (to name a few).  He 
continues to challenge me.

Spirituality is, I feel, about holiness, or wholeness. 
It is the quest to perceive, feel, embrace, address any 
person, any event, any object in its 
holiness/wholeness. It is also the struggle not to 
address persons, events, objects as separate or apart 
from or alien to oneself.

 It is to see reality relationally. “A rose is a rose is a 
rose”, according to Gertrude Stein. But it is not truly 
perceived in a holy way apart from the rose bush, 
root, stem, thorns and all, or apart from the earth, 
sun, rain, fertilizer, gardener, admirers and the rest 
of  the wholeness/holiness. It is this way of 
seeing/perceiving/embracing that makes the rose-
experience awesomely, wonderously religious.  

Roses are simple compared to people. Roses are 
lovely and placid. It is very easy to forget the quest 
for holiness when a person appears to stand astride 
the path–cranky, obtuse, stubborn, violent. How 
great the temptation not to see, sense or address the 
whole person; the whole circumstance, the whole 
situation, and the whole of  oneself. How great a 
religious discipline it is to try to achieve that 
holiness, that universal embrace–accepting what is as 
it is, accepting who we are as we are–broken, 
fragmented, unholy, yet hungering and thirsting for 
the holy. How ever present the challenge to be on 
the road to the holy–to eschew the temptation to 
power over, to manipulation of, to winning---and to 
be obedient to the holy vision.

Ah, yes, and how transforming. Witness those who 
have been humanity’s great souls, those who refused 
unholy temptations to divide the world into 
good/bad, women/men, black/white/yellow/red, 
saved/lost, pagan/Christian, capital/labor. They said 
“we” without implying an excluded “them”. 
Transforming spirituality indeed, for it opens the 
possibility of  a non-violent, non-adversarial, non- 
exclusive world. It transforms the potentially 
religious into the actually religious–bit by bit, 
moment by moment, word by word, deed by deed, 
little by little.
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GIVING, WE GROW–2003 ANNUAL CANVASS
The 2003 Annual Canvass will be held from March 2 through March 

16. During the Annual Canvass members and friends are contacted and 
asked to pledge their financial support to the operating budget of  the 
church. Pledging is necessary so that congregational leaders will know 
how much income will be available to keep the doors open and support 
the ministry and programs of  the church.

The Annual Canvass theme–Giving, We Grow–encompasses growth 
in many areas. If  our church community seeks to grow in ministry, 
programming, outreach and spirituality, as well as in numbers, there 
needs to be growth in our financial base as well.

The Canvass will kick off  with a Garden Party following the Canvass 
Sunday service on March 2, and another Garden Party will be held 
following Music Sunday on March 9.

Members of  the Canvass Committee are Paul Anderson, Joe 
Masonick, Leslie Sawyer, Cheren Waller, Rusty Winchel, and Alice 
Macy and Dennis Schwank, co-chairs.

COMMUNITY SUPPORTED AGRICULTURE (CSA)
During this past summer and fall, a group of  us received weekly 

deliveries of  delicious organic produce from Angelic Organics, a CSA 
farm in Caledonia, IL. 

You are invited to be a shareholder for the 2003 growing season. 
The sign up for next season’s produce is taking place now, and the 
shares for 2003 are expected to sell out during the winter. Currently, 
the nearest drop site is in Bartlett. The Elgin group has a satellite site at 
one of  our homes. One of  us picks up our produce boxes from the 
Bartlett site and brings them to one of  our homes in Elgin each 
Wednesday through the summer and fall.

Many of  us split a share the first year since we didn’t know if our 
families could eat a 3/4 bushel of  vegetables and fruits each week. We 
found the quality and abundance of  the produce to be excellent.

Eating organic isn’t just about human health. It is also one of the 
most effective actions you can take for the health of the Ear th. It is 
identified as one of  the priority actions for American consumers, 
according to The Consumer’s Guide to Effective Environmental 
Choices: Practical Advice from the Union of  Concerned Scientists.

Buying from a Community Supported Agriculture endeavor also 
keeps small farms alive in a time when huge farm corporations are 
taking over every aspect of  our food.

For more information, pick up an Angelic Organics brochure on the 
Social Justice table in the Fellowship Hall. To become a part of  the 
Elgin satellite group, please contact Mary Alice Masonick.

Will and Alma Brooks, Natalie and Aaron Brig gs were 
ceremonially welcomed into our congregation on December 17
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Announcements

BOOK GROUP

NEW MEMBERS
We welcome into membership David Von Kleinow and look 
forward to sharing our lives with him.

You are warmly invited to join the members of the Book Group 
at any of  their upcoming meetings, which begin at 7:00 pm.

January 24 - “House of  Sand and Fog” by Andre Dubus III.
At the home of  Alice Macy.

February 28 - “John Adams” by David McCullough.
At the home of  Dotty Carringi.

WORLD RELIGIONS CALENDARS
January 12 will be the last Sunday you can purchase a World 
Religions Calendar from the RE Table in Fellowship Hall. The 
cost is $15.

NEWSLETTER ACCESSIBILITY
In an ongoing attempt to be aware of  accessibility issues, we 
want to know if  people are having any difficulty reading the 
newsletter due to font size or graphic design. If  you are having 
difficulty we want to hear from you. Please call the church or 
contact Todd Underwood.

NEW U
The New U program is a two-session workshop designed to give 
people new to Unitarian Universalism some basic information 
about the faith and this church in particular.  The program is 
facilitated by Lisa Kerpoe and Dan Brosier, and the next session 
will begin on Sunday January 12 at 12:30 following the service.  

th
The second session will be on the 19  at the same time.  All 
interested in learning a bit more about UUism are encouraged to 
attend.  A light snack will be provided.  If  you are interested 
please sign up on the designated clipboard in the Fellowship Hall.  
If  you have any questions call Dan Brosier at the church.

MIDWEST LEADERSHIP SCHOOL
Midwest Leadership School is a part of  our denomination’s 

nationwide network of  schools designed to help lay leaders 
deepen their leadership skills.  Leadership school is an intensive 
week of  workshops, discussion groups, interactions, and fun with 
UU peers.

Over the past several years the UUCE has been able to send a 
number of  people to Leadership School.  The individuals are 
selected by the Committee On The Ministry.  The committee 
looks for members who have demonstrated a commitment to the 
church community and are willing to take a week off their 
normal routine to attend Leadership School. 

If  you are interested in Leadership School or would like to 
know a bit more about it, contact Kim Cecil or Tim Davis.  This 
years Leadership School has two sessions:  July 16 - 23 and July 
26 - August 2.  Both meet at Beloit College in Beloit,  WI.   We 
hope to have the participants from our church selected by the 
end of  April.

Those UUCE members who have attended past leadership 
schools are:  Kathy Underwood, Linda Porter, Alice Macy, Kim 
Cecil and Lisa Kerpoe.

Kudos to:
Thanks to Eric and Debbie Prebys for 
their great job repairing the pergola in 
the Meditation Garden after it was 
damaged by vandals in November; 
Betsy Olson and Doug Pratt for donating 
the Christmas tree; Jim Burnidge for 
donating the poinsettia in the sanctuary.

INTERGENERATIONAL GAME NIGHT 
Charades, Pictionary, Outburst, Cranium, Uno, ??? — 
Whatever YOUR favorite game, bring it to our annual 
Intergenerational Game Night. Don’t have a game to bring? 
No problem – just come prepared to have fun! You can also 
bring your own beverage and a snack to share. See you on 
Friday, January 10 at 7:00 PM at the church. Questions? 
Contact Andrea Schmidlin.

SERVES 650 to 700 PEOPLE A MONTH
The All Peoples Inter-Faith Pantry provides service to an 
average of  190 families each month. This breaks down to 
about 650 to 700 people. You can support this effort by 
donating non-perishable food items or toiletries on our next 
Pantry Sunday, January 5, or on any Sunday during the month.
At this time, there is a special need for canned fruit and 
toiletries, such as shampoo and toothpaste. Place your 
donations in the designated blue basket in our Fellowship Hall.

DRUMMING CIRCLE
From 7:30 - 9:00 pm on Friday, January 24, 2003, we will 
gather at the church to add our drumbeats to those of  the 
winter night. Bring your drums, rattles, bells, anything 
percussive and join in! If  you have extra drums or rhythm 
instruments you would be willing to share, we would 
appreciate them as well. It is lots of  fun and energizing. If  you 
have any questions, please call Lydia Larrabee.

Month of Sundays

January

5 Earth Prayers
Out of  people’s concern and 
understanding come prayers.  
Prayers are about changing the 
human heart.  This service is about 
our prayers for ourselves with the 
Earth. Service led by the Rev. Dan 
Brosier.

12 Embracing Limits
One of  the keys to wisdom is 
understanding and accepting that 
there are limits.  A fair amount of  
pain comes through our pretending 
that they don’t exist. Service led by 
the Rev. Dan Brosier.

19 The Cycle of  Racism
Contrary to what many would like 
to believe, prejudice and racism are 
still powerful forces in the nation.  
One of  the steps in dismantling 
racism is knowing what it is and 
how it works. Service led by the 
Rev. Dan Brosier.

26 Black, like Me?
The stories of  race in America are 
seldom “black and white” 
anymore. It’s the grey that civil 
rights legislation and political 
correctness have created in which 
the stories are written today. 
You’ve either lived through or read 
about the “back of  the bus”, but 
what’s it like to be black today? 
What might you think, feel and 
experience if  you were black, like 
me? Service led by Susan 
Anderson.

SERVICES BEGIN AT 10:45am
WE LOOK FORWARD TO SEEING YOU

Service Auction.  Many time honored UUCE traditions have originated 
as part of  the Service Auction and member contributions.

“How can I participate?” you might be asking yourself. 
Volunteer

Begin by volunteering to help put on the auction. We need people for 
setup, decoration, food preparation, bartending, cleanup, auctioneering, 
clerical support, and childcare. A sign-up board for volunteers will be 
posted in the church during January. Please check it out and sign up if  
you can help (we need lots of  volunteers). You can also talk to Doug 
Pratt or Lisa Kerpoe (co-chairs) or Kevin Webster or Bonnie Schwank 
directly.
Contribute

Contributions to the Service Auction are as varied as the imaginations 
of  the church membership. On the social side, people offer dinners, 
hikes, and family games. For entertainment, trips to Ravinia, Fox Valley 
Folk Festival and a variety of  sporting events are examples. Education 
and training (often one on one) are regularly offered. And, there is 
always room for services such as babysitting, yard work, repair, 
housecleaning, etc. These types of  contributions offer wonderful 
opportunities for church members to get to know one another and at 
the same time support our church. You can provide the committee 
descriptive information about your donation in the section provided on 
the Service Auction participation form. Please provide any information 
that will enhance the appeal of  your contribution. If  it is an event, a 
specific date that it will be offered is helpful. If  you can’t think of what 
to contribute, ask around. Most members of  the congregation have 
contributed to the auction in the past and are aware of  the variety of  
past offerings. Please provide the committee with a description of your 
contribution before January 19.

Each year we have been blessed with a few “big ticket” items for the 
Service Auction. These contributions, such as a week-long vacation 
timeshare anywhere in the world, a low-mileage used car, or legal 
services often comprise a significant portion of  the auction’s revenues. 
Because of  the intrinsic value of  these contributions, the Service 
Auction Committee makes every effort to inform the congregation in 
advance about them. Bidders can plan their expenditures accordingly. 
These contributions often end up as excellent bargains for the 
purchasers.

A growing area of  contribution is the Silent Auction. These include 
art objects, baked goods, jewelry, curiosities, handcrafts and others. The 
Silent Auction items should be sufficiently desirable so as to interest 
several buyers. If you plan to donate items for the Silent Auction, please 
provide them or their description to the Service Auction Committee 
before January 13. The Service Auction Committee will be publishing a 
catalogue of  items donated before that date. Bidding will begin Sunday, 
January 20. Look for the display tables of  donated items on the first 
floor.
Purchase

Each year everyone needs to be assigned a bidder number to bid on 
items in the Silent or Service Auctions. Please see Kevin Webster to be 
assigned your personal or family bidder number. A list of numbers 
assigned will be available in the Silent Auction area in case you forget. 
Pick up a catalogue of  Auction items prior to the event so you may use 
it to plan your bidding. You do not have to attend the Service Auction 
to bid. Members who can’t attend the auction frequently instruct “proxy 
bidders” to bid for them. Bidding for Silent Auction items will conclude 
just prior to the beginning of  the Service Auction itself.

GOING ONCE... GOING TWICE... (continued from page 1)

Mary Alice Masonick and Jack Berry helped lead a winter hike 
at Burnidge Woods Forest Preserve after the service on December 8
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average of  190 families each month. This breaks down to 
about 650 to 700 people. You can support this effort by 
donating non-perishable food items or toiletries on our next 
Pantry Sunday, January 5, or on any Sunday during the month.
At this time, there is a special need for canned fruit and 
toiletries, such as shampoo and toothpaste. Place your 
donations in the designated blue basket in our Fellowship Hall.

DRUMMING CIRCLE
From 7:30 - 9:00 pm on Friday, January 24, 2003, we will 
gather at the church to add our drumbeats to those of  the 
winter night. Bring your drums, rattles, bells, anything 
percussive and join in! If  you have extra drums or rhythm 
instruments you would be willing to share, we would 
appreciate them as well. It is lots of  fun and energizing. If  you 
have any questions, please call Lydia Larrabee.

Month of Sundays

January

5 Earth Prayers
Out of  people’s concern and 
understanding come prayers.  
Prayers are about changing the 
human heart.  This service is about 
our prayers for ourselves with the 
Earth. Service led by the Rev. Dan 
Brosier.

12 Embracing Limits
One of  the keys to wisdom is 
understanding and accepting that 
there are limits.  A fair amount of  
pain comes through our pretending 
that they don’t exist. Service led by 
the Rev. Dan Brosier.

19 The Cycle of  Racism
Contrary to what many would like 
to believe, prejudice and racism are 
still powerful forces in the nation.  
One of  the steps in dismantling 
racism is knowing what it is and 
how it works. Service led by the 
Rev. Dan Brosier.

26 Black, like Me?
The stories of  race in America are 
seldom “black and white” 
anymore. It’s the grey that civil 
rights legislation and political 
correctness have created in which 
the stories are written today. 
You’ve either lived through or read 
about the “back of  the bus”, but 
what’s it like to be black today? 
What might you think, feel and 
experience if  you were black, like 
me? Service led by Susan 
Anderson.

SERVICES BEGIN AT 10:45am
WE LOOK FORWARD TO SEEING YOU

Service Auction.  Many time honored UUCE traditions have originated 
as part of  the Service Auction and member contributions.

“How can I participate?” you might be asking yourself. 
Volunteer

Begin by volunteering to help put on the auction. We need people for 
setup, decoration, food preparation, bartending, cleanup, auctioneering, 
clerical support, and childcare. A sign-up board for volunteers will be 
posted in the church during January. Please check it out and sign up if  
you can help (we need lots of  volunteers). You can also talk to Doug 
Pratt or Lisa Kerpoe (co-chairs) or Kevin Webster or Bonnie Schwank 
directly.
Contribute

Contributions to the Service Auction are as varied as the imaginations 
of  the church membership. On the social side, people offer dinners, 
hikes, and family games. For entertainment, trips to Ravinia, Fox Valley 
Folk Festival and a variety of  sporting events are examples. Education 
and training (often one on one) are regularly offered. And, there is 
always room for services such as babysitting, yard work, repair, 
housecleaning, etc. These types of  contributions offer wonderful 
opportunities for church members to get to know one another and at 
the same time support our church. You can provide the committee 
descriptive information about your donation in the section provided on 
the Service Auction participation form. Please provide any information 
that will enhance the appeal of  your contribution. If  it is an event, a 
specific date that it will be offered is helpful. If  you can’t think of what 
to contribute, ask around. Most members of  the congregation have 
contributed to the auction in the past and are aware of  the variety of  
past offerings. Please provide the committee with a description of your 
contribution before January 19.

Each year we have been blessed with a few “big ticket” items for the 
Service Auction. These contributions, such as a week-long vacation 
timeshare anywhere in the world, a low-mileage used car, or legal 
services often comprise a significant portion of  the auction’s revenues. 
Because of  the intrinsic value of  these contributions, the Service 
Auction Committee makes every effort to inform the congregation in 
advance about them. Bidders can plan their expenditures accordingly. 
These contributions often end up as excellent bargains for the 
purchasers.

A growing area of  contribution is the Silent Auction. These include 
art objects, baked goods, jewelry, curiosities, handcrafts and others. The 
Silent Auction items should be sufficiently desirable so as to interest 
several buyers. If you plan to donate items for the Silent Auction, please 
provide them or their description to the Service Auction Committee 
before January 13. The Service Auction Committee will be publishing a 
catalogue of  items donated before that date. Bidding will begin Sunday, 
January 20. Look for the display tables of  donated items on the first 
floor.
Purchase

Each year everyone needs to be assigned a bidder number to bid on 
items in the Silent or Service Auctions. Please see Kevin Webster to be 
assigned your personal or family bidder number. A list of numbers 
assigned will be available in the Silent Auction area in case you forget. 
Pick up a catalogue of  Auction items prior to the event so you may use 
it to plan your bidding. You do not have to attend the Service Auction 
to bid. Members who can’t attend the auction frequently instruct “proxy 
bidders” to bid for them. Bidding for Silent Auction items will conclude 
just prior to the beginning of  the Service Auction itself.

GOING ONCE... GOING TWICE... (continued from page 1)

Mary Alice Masonick and Jack Berry helped lead a winter hike 
at Burnidge Woods Forest Preserve after the service on December 8
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This former co-president of  the 
UUCE is the pride of  her 
hometown–Louisville, Kentucky. She 
has a strong passion for helping our 
congregation grow!

(answer will appear in the next Unichord)
December’s Who Am I  was Kathy Underwood.

Who Am I?

Welcome to the New Year! Here at 
the Unitarian Universalist Church of 
Elgin, mid-January brings the spring 
semester in religious education. On 
January 12, I am hosting a Teacher’s 
Appreciation Brunch for all of  our 
dedicated volunteers. This year, I 
would like to try something new–I 
am opening up the brunch to the whole congregation. I had 
what Oprah would call a “light-bulb moment” where the 
little light clicks on in your brain and you say, “Ah-ha!” In this 
case, my thought was that there just might be others in the 
congregation who are just as appreciative of  our volunteer 
teachers as I! So I would like to invite all of you to help show 
your appreciation by bringing a dish to share and breaking 
bread together in thanks for all of  their hard work and 
dedication. 

Looking ahead, sign-up for Secret Friends will begin on 
January 5. This is a fun program where adults and older 
youth are secretly matched with a younger child. For two 
weeks, the adults and youth send cards, emails (with parent’s 
permission), or phone calls with clues to their identity. It's 
then up to the child to figure out who the secret friend is. On 
February 9, each child meets his/her secret friend and 
receives a gift bag. There is no cost for this, and we ask that 
adults and older youth do not purchase gifts for their secret 
friend. We want to make this a fun time for all, and to avoid 
hurting children’s feelings if  some get gifts and they do not. 
The best gift you can give is to be an active participant and 
come for the fun on February 9!

In February, all religious education classes from Preschool 
th

through 8  grade will be participating in the Fine Arts 
Program. This year’s theme will be based on our principle of 
a “peaceful, free and fair world”. More information will be 
available later in January.

Kathy Underwood

Director of  Religious Education

Kathy Underwood, DRE

Religious 
Education

Here’s what the religious education classes will be doing the 
rest of  the month:
Preschool: Jan. 5 “I Can Dance”

12 “I Can Love”
19 “I Can Pretend”
26 “My World Has Animals”

nd
K-2 : Jan. 5 “God is Like Light”

12 “God is Like Darkness”
19 “Making Good Things Happen”
26 “Ever-flowing Forgiveness”

rd th
3 -5 : Jan. 5 “Huichol Indian Day”

12 “M. L. King, Jr. Day”
19 “Chinese New Year”
26 “Chinese Dragon Celebration”

th th
6 -8 : Jan. 5 “Seeking Vision”

12 “Introduction to Islam”
19 “Muhammad”
26 “In the Name of  God”

OWL: Jan. 5 “Introduction to Relationships”
12 “Relationship Skills”
19 “Thorny Issues in Friendship”
26 “Dating and Lifetime Commitments”

YRUU (Senior High): The group will begin work on 
preparing a Sunday service for this spring. They 
will also be discussing current and personal 
events and how they relate to Unitarian 
Universalism. On the fourth Sunday of  the 
month, they will go out for brunch.

Kathy 
Underwood 
shares a story 
with the children 
at the 
Intergenerational 
Service on 
December 22.

Father Christmas 
(Dave Brooks) 
takes a moment 
to visit with the 

children after the 
Intergenerational 
service dedicated 

to his history.

New Year’s is a time of  new 
beginnings and resolutions. As I 
consider the way that I have viewed 
things all my life, I always figured 
that things would be different for 
me when something changed. For 
instance, it would be easier for me 
to lose weight when I finished 
graduate school (in 1997). Or, I 
wouldn’t put in so many hours if I 
changed jobs. It turns out that those 
things never really make a difference 
for me. 

So, I keep learning that I have to 
take chances and make changes without the help of  the outside 
forces sometimes. When I take the action, it often works. So (as 
usual) I am hoping that you’ll take some action with me. Here are 
some ideas to test your resolve: 

• Contribute to the Service Auction: Find something that you like 
to do or make and make it into a gift to the auction. I love to tie 
dye and some people PAID to come and do that with me last 
year. Everyone wins! 

• Talk to someone you don’t already know. If  you’re new, take a 
chance and ask questions of  someone you think seems 
interesting. If  you’ve been around a while, find a visitor or 
newcomer to chat with about the church or your lives. 

• Find ways to do things that are significant for you at this 
church. Don’t just do whatever someone asks you. Find some 
things you really like and can give gladly. (For instance, I’m 
VERY amused when people compare me, as president, to 
George W. Bush.) 

• Smile, breathe, eat, move, and be aware. 

• Patiently await a month when I write a whole newsletter article 
without asking anything from you.

And don’t forget to be amazed at what we already have: 

• Each member of  our staff  is truly a gift to us.

• We have an outstanding group of  individuals who gather 
regularly to celebrate the wonders of  life and enjoy one 
another. 

• Our church “acts” bigger than it is (like a Welsh Corgie) 
because many churches our size don’t have a minister due to 
lack of  funding. 

• The Strategic Planning Team is having a retreat in January to 
jump start our efforts in forming a three-year plan for the 
church. 

• The Committee on the Ministry is calling together a “Care 
Team” to potentially replace the Caring Committee and take 
over many of  our pastoral care efforts at the church. 

• Our building and grounds are the envy of  smart and 
conscientious UUs throughout the Midwest and even further. 

• Unitarian Universalism is a miracle in itself. 

May the New Year bring peace, exciting possibilities and 
unfettered joy to our congregation, our members and friends, 
and the world.

Kim

Ways to Get in Touch
Church Office 847-888-0668
Web site www.uuce.org
Newsletter Submissions newsletter@uuce.org

Board President
Kim Cecil
Newsletter Editor:
Todd Underwood

Deadlines
Order of  Service Thursday PM
Unichord January 19

Kim’s Korner

Kim Cecil
Board President

January Birthdays

1 Shelby Navadomskis

5 Jan Underwood

6 Donna Brooks

7 Brianna Lucas

14 Gerald Lucas

26 Elise Wall

27 Denise Benson

31 Laurel Hermann

THE GREEN CORNER 
Recycle your used greeting cards! St. Jude’s Ranch for 

Children will recycle them into new cards as a fundraiser. 
They accept cards which have no writing on the back of the 
picture. The collection box (wrapped in festive paper) will be 
on the floor near the Social Justice/Green Corner table in the 
Fellowship Hall. 

Battery Bin: bring used household batteries to church for 
recycling. 

Printer cartridges: pick up postage-paid mailers for 
recycling used printer cartridges.

Recycling Resources list: a helpful guide to where/how to 
recycle lots of  the stuff  in our lives.

Coming soon: watch for a display of Compact Fluorescent 
Lightbulbs (CFLs are energy-efficient lightbulbs) and the 
opportunity to order CFLs for your home.
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The Unitarian Universalist Church of Elgin
P.O. Box 1032
Elgin, IL 60121           (847) 888-0668

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

www.uuce.org

WAYS TO GET INVOLVED:

  • Volunteer to help with and donate to the Service Auction

  • Work with the R.E. students on their annual Fine Arts program

  • Sign up to make coffee or be a greeter

DECK THE HALLS WAS GREAT FUN ON DECEMBER 8


