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OUR YOUTH ARE MAKING A DIFFERENCE

by Kyle Underwood welcoming and bring plenty of energy
The idea of forming a youth and fun to the activities, even the charity
group at our church has been and fundraising work. More importantly,
around for some time; however, it &8 A the group is very inclusive and friendly to
was never really put into motion. new members. “The people are great, the
That is, until roughly a year ago activities are awesome, even the charity
when Bob and Anne Bedard took | *®. work is really fun,” says one youth, and
up the cause. Originally a “visiting other religions is pretty cool
relatively small group, it has too.”
expanded to include many from . - Overall, the reaction to the youth group
the church as well as their friends. - has been very positive and participation
The youth group focuses mainly on two types of activities: in the group has been very good. On January 16 the group
charity/fundraising work and having fun. Previous activities will attend a service at St. Sophia Greek Orthodox Church
include painting a mural at Sherman Hospital, weeding/ in Elgin. This will be followed by an authentic Greek meal
mulching the labyrinth, gift-wrapping presents for charity, ~ and an opportunity for discussion with Father Andrew. On
and gathering prairie seeds at Burnidge Woods. Also, the January 29 the group will take part in what will hopefully

group visited a Jewish Synagogue in Elgin. Other past become the largest snowball fight ever when participants at
activities consisted of a trip to Gameworks arcade, snow Wauconda’s Winter Fest try to set the Guinness World
tubing, a visit to a corn maze and a lock-in at the church. Record. Any youth interested in joining the group for this or

What makes the group so alluring is the opportunity to other activities can e-mail Bob Bedard at
meet some new people and have fun. The members are very UUCEyouthgroup@aol.com.

2005 SERVICE A UCTION —JEANS& JEWES

Looking for an opportunity to show off some of your to offer! Donation forms
fancy jewels but don’t want to wear formal clothes? The will be available in
UUCE Service Auction is for you. We are planning an Fellowship Hall beginning
evening of fun and fancy. Wear your most comfortable January 2.
jeans and denim shirts and top them off with rhinestones, You can also e-mail your
glitter, and bling. Mark your calendars now for February donation. Please include
12, 2005. We need your talent, energy, spirit and donated  the following information

services/items in order to make this year’s auction a in your e-mail: name,
success. contact information, item
In the past, creative donations have included: description (as detailed as
!' Time Share Vacations possible), and the approximate value (if this is an item/service
! Home Repair Or Decorating that was donated last year, please let us know).
! Computer Consulting We are also soliciting suggestions for services you would
! Web Page Design like to have donated. These can be as specific or general as
! Guided Tours you wish. For example one member would like assistance
INSIDE !' Dinner Parties setting up a home computer network. The list will be posted
2 From the Minister I' Tie-dye Workshop and circulated as it grows.
3 Calendar I Child Care Silent Auction bidding will begin on January 30. Bidder
4 sundays ! Fooql Items numbers will be_the same as last year_and posted in Fellowship
I Musical Events Hall. You may sign up for a number if you don't already have
5 Announcements I Jewelry one.
6 Religious Education ! Gardening Contact Debbie or Eric Prebys with any questions,
You are only limited by your suggestions or donations.
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imagination. We all have something



From
the Minister

Waking up this morning, | smile
Twenty-four brand new hours are before me
I vow to live fully in each moment
And to look at all beings with eyes of
compassion.
-Thich Nhat Hahn

The more | think about life, the more |
am convinced that so much of the quality of our lives is based on
how we see and approach the world. To see the beauty around us,
to recognize the humanity and kinship in our fellow human beings,
to feel gratitude for the countless gifts that enrich our lives—that
is quality living.

I sit in my office and look out the window. | see a winter
landscape, barren and with beauty. There is the color of the
remaining corn stalks against the black earth. There is the grass
still amazingly green this time of year. | see my car sitting in the
parking lot, and | know that I can move great distances in warmth
and comfort. I notice the window itself—an engineering marvel
keeping the heat in while allowing me to gaze at the world beyond
my walls.

I understand that such observations can sound foolish—naive
some would say. But I know from experience that if you can get in
that mindset—if you can feel gratitude for what is right before
you, if you take time to be aware of the present moment—there is
a sense of well being and holiness most of us normally don’t
experience.

It is amazing, considering how good this feels, that | don't take
the time more often to invite in this mindfulness. | think this
speaks to the power of fear that seems to drive so much of our
lives. The busyness, the worries about what'’s ahead and what we
left behind, keep us from appreciating what is right in front of us.

It is just a matter of learning to see the world differently. But

just imagine: “Waking up this morning, I smile.” Dﬂ

Member Pledges—¥ar to Date

Rev. Dan Brosier
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$60,000
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$10,000

$0

The 2004-2005 budget calls for $106,400 in pledges; eight
months’ worth of this figure is $70,969. Questions?
Contact your treasurer, Alice Macy, at treasurer@uuce.org.
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TENDING OUR COMMUNITY

During a recent conversation with two of our new
members, | was pleased to hear that they have found ways to
connect with our church community since joining last Spring.
They told me that they weren't the types to jump in and take
on big challenges when they first joined an organization. They
liked to start with small things they could do to help out.

Our church is held together by volunteers willing to do both
small and large jobs to keep the church running smoothly.
The following is just a sample of the important work that
needs to be done weekly. You may sign up for any of these
jobs on a clipboard in the Fellowship Hall. Weekly reminders
and instructions are sent out to all volunteers.

New Opportunity: Sunday Moming Hearthkeeper—In
the past, the church leadership has taken on this task. We have
had several members and friends ask about this job, so we are
opening it up next year to anyone who would like to
volunteer. The Hearthkeeper checks before church to be
certain we are stocked with paper goods in the kitchen and
restrooms, and secures the building after the coffee hour.

Greeter—The Greeters greet people before church on
Sunday and hands out the order of service. They also direct
new visitors to the Visitor Table for information.

Coffee Maker—The coffee maker makes coffee on Sunday
before church, checks coffee and tea supplies, and then puts
out snacks/juice after the service.

Clean-up—The clean-up volunteer makes certain that
mugs and other dishes are placed in the dishwasher after
church, empties and cleans the coffee makers, and straightens
up in the kitchen and Fellowship Hall.

Two teams work to make things go more smoothly on
Sunday morning and they welcome new team members. The
Welcoming Team members periodically serve as Greeter
Assistant to welcome and inform our new visitors; and as
Ushers to greet all members, friends and visitors at the
Sanctuary. Linda Porter oversees our Welcoming Team. The
Hospitality Team assists the coffee makers and clean-up
volunteers on Sunday morning and helps with special events.
Cheren Waller leads the Hospitality Team.

We hope you will add signing up for one of our small
volunteer opportunities a New Year’s resolution in 2005. Your
assistance is always appreciated. Thanks to all who
volunteered in 2004.

Linda Porter

UPDATING CHUR CH INFORMATION

If you have not picked up our latest (red) Church Directory,
they are available on the Visitor Information Table
downstairs. We will be working on the new directory in
January and February. Please notify the church office (847-
888-0668) if you have changes to the information in the
directory, or make the correction in the specially marked
directory on the entry table. Please pay special attention to e-
mail contact information. Also, if your birthday, or the
birthday of one of your children under 18 years of age, is not
listed in the Unichord in the appropriate month please let me
know. Thanks. Linda Porter, Church Administrator.




UUCE Calendar
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Sunday

Unichords
Worship

Com. -102,
Adult RE

Monday

Tuesday

4

9:00a Staff Mtg.
7:00p Covenant
Group

W ednesday

5

6

Thursday

6:45p Barn Bells 1§ 7:00p Covenant

7:00p COM -102
7:15p Barn Bells 2

Group

Friday

6:30p Women
Cooking for
Women

Saturday

1

8

9:00a Board
Retreat
-0

9:00a Unichords
9:30a RE Council
9:30a Adult RE

12:30p Intentional
Living

11

11:30a Care Team

12

6:45p Barn Bells 1
7:15p Barn Bells 2

13

15

9:00a qUUilters

16

9:00a Unichords
9:30a Adult RE
10:45a New
Members
12:30p Green
Sanct.
Newsletter

17

7:00p Finance

Com. -FH

18

9:00a Staff Mtg.
7:00p Covenant
Group

19

6:45p Barn Bells 1

7:00p Board of
Trustees

7:15p Barn Bells 2

20

21

22

23

9:00a Unichords
9:30a Adult RE

Unichords
Adult RE

FH - Fellowship Hall

S - Sanctuary

26

6:45p Barn Bells 1
7:15p Barn Bells 2

O - Off Property

27

L - Library

28

7:00p Book Group
-0
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9

16

23

30

Month of Sundays

January

Your Brain on Religion

Mystic visions or brain circuits at work?
In the new field of “neurotheology,”
scientists seek the biological basis of
spirituality. Is God all in our heads?
Service led by Karen Olesch-Williams.
A Face of the Homeless

A personal account of homelessness by
Jeff Newton, who is a volunteer with the
Chicago Coalition for the Homeless.
Although Jeff has successfully battled
and overcome his drug addiction, he still
struggles to find affordable housing and
adequate employment. Service led by the
Rev. Dan Brosier.

Black on White

In this society white people have the
privilege of selective understanding when
it comes to their role in racism. In this
service we hear the voices of black
Americans speak of their perceptions of
white America. Service led by the Rev.
Dan Brosier.

Increasing the Odds

The reality is that life for all of usisa
gamble. The question is, how do we play
the game to increase the odds of our
winning. Service led by the Rev. Dan
Brosier.

Jazz Theology

Come explore the union of the Hip and
the Holy. Witness the marriage of the
Intellectual and the Sensual. Gain a
deeper appreciation of the universality
of our faith through jammin’ metaphor.
And bask in the masterful wisdom of
our own Trio. UUs and Jazz... we're
closer than you think!! Service led by
Susan Anderson.

SERVICES BEGIN AT 10:45 AM.
WE LOOK FORWARD TO SEEING YOU

4
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TENDING OUR R OOTS
A Prairie Revival is the theme for this year’s Annual Canvass to
raise funds for our church. What are our roots? Each of us may
have our own idea of what our roots are; however most of us
would probably agree that roots provide strength and foundation,
whether we are referring to a plant or our church.
Roots form the foundation of prairie plants, growing strong and
deep into the earth to absorb nutrients and water needed to
support the plant. Our church also has roots which create our
strength and foundation. Our church’s roots include:
- People- the staff, members, and friends that make up our
congregation.
- ldeas - the Seven Principles, our Mission, the history and
traditions of our church, our personal search for meaning, and
our vision for the future.
- Church Property - our Prairie Cathedral, Labyrinth,
Meditation Garden, landscaping, parking lot, playground, and
our restored prairie.
- Programs - which make up the ministry of our church.
The programs of our church compose the ministry and activities
of the UUCE. These programs include:

I Worship and Music - our Sunday morning services

I' Religious Education - educational programs for our children

and adults
I Our Community Within - programs which keep us connected
and informed, and funding for committees like Social Action,
Green Sanctuary, and Care Team

I Community Outreach - efforts and funding to help our
congregation reach out to the people who live in our
community

I Denominational Connections - connections with other UUs in

our region, including support for the UUA.

Like the roots of our prairie plants, which need nourishment to
prosper, the roots of our church also need tending. Our church
community is growing. We are creating deeper, stronger roots
through your choosing to make UUCE your spiritual home. Those
broader roots may require additional space to support our services
and RE classes. They also place an additional burden on our staff
to insure that our services are meaningful, our church programs are
coordinated, and our community cared for.

The members and friends of the UUCE provide the financial
support for the people, ideas, property, and programs that make up
our church. We ask that each of you make an investment in the
roots of our church. Become involved in the spiritual community
of which we are all a part. Attend the adult Sunday school! Join a
covenant group! Bring your kids to RE! Help our Green Sanctuary
team care for our environment! And please invest financially! Your
investment is the financial root that enables us to fulfill the mission
of our community and to “tend our roots” that make up the
Unitarian Universalist Church of Elgin.

The Annual Canvass begins on Canvass Sunday, February 27,
2005, with a Prairie Revival service and Garden Party. You will be
receiving more information about the Canvass in the coming
months. Please contact the Canvass Committee (Rusty Winchel,
Joe Masonick, Dennis Schwank, Paul Anderson, Leslie Sawyer, and
David Briggs) with your questions or ideas.

Thank you — The Canvass Committee



Announcements
CIRCLE OF LIFE
We are saddened by the news of the death of David
Underwood’s mother and our thoughts go out to all of the
Underwoods.

NEW MEMBERS

Since our last Unichord, Chris Ecker and Pam Hall have signed
the membership book. We joyfully welcome them into our
community.

BOOK GROUP
You are warmly invited to join the members of the Book Group
at any of their upcoming meetings, which begin at 7:00 p.m.
January 28 - “The Orchid Thief” by Susan Orlean.
At the home of Dotty Carringi.
February 25 - Trivial Pursuit, book lovers’ edition.
At the home of Henny DuBois.
March 25 - “Nickel and Dimed” by Barbara Ehrenreich.
Place TBA.

JANUARY STUFF SWAP

In January the Stuff Swap will feature winter wear and
equipment: mittens, gloves, hats, ear muffs, scarves, socks, snow
pants, boots, coats, sweaters, ice skates, sleds, skis, etc. (in good
condition, please). Bring in your outgrown or unneeded items on
any Sunday in January, place them on the Stuff Swap tables in
Fellowship Hall, and pick up anything you can use. Stuff Swap is
brought to you by the Intentional Living Covenant Group.

USED GREETING CARD COLLECTION

Used holiday and other greeting cards (fronts only) can be
deposited in the decorated box in the Fellowship Hall during
January. Only card FRONTS, with no writing on the back, are
accepted (please cut off the picture part of the card). They are
donated to St. Jude’s Ranch For Children where they are used to
raise funds. -Mary Alice Masonick

THANK Y OU, THANK Y OU

Many thanks for all your contributions to the All Peoples Inter-
Faith Pantry during 2004. So many contributions came in after
December’s Pantry Sunday, | made an extra trip to the Pantry to
deposit these. Also, | want to add a special thank you to the
ambitious knitter who knit and donated all those scarves.

Our next Pantry Sunday is January 2. Let’s start 2005 with a
bang. But, as always, your donations are welcome anytime during
the month. -Henny DuBois

WISH LIST
There are special envelopes available in the Sanctuary if you
would like to help support our church childcare.

BECOMING A MEMBER OF UUCE

Membership in the Unitarian Universalist Church of Elgin is
open to all persons sixteen years or over who agree with the
purpose of this church—which is the study and practice of
religion in freedom and fellowship. Membership is also a
statement of commitment to the principles which underlie our
denomination, to the growth of our movement, to the health
and well being of this church community, and to the individual’s

(
Kudos to:

Rusty Winchel for fixing the computer in the
DRE's office; Jim and Linda Porter for the
donation of the fax machine; Dan Brosierfor
coordinating the Deck the Halls service, the (’ N
following volunteers for helping out: Mila \.\j
Brinker, Kathy Hislip, Chris Davis, Linda

Porter, Betsy Waldron, David Briggs, Alice

Macy, Katherine Lucas Cheren Waller, and Debbie
Prebys Dan and Kathy Hislip for their leadership of the
Adult Sunday School class and for hosting a fantastic Adult
Sunday School holiday party; Tim and Chris Davis for
donating a chair for the church Sanctuary; and to all who

\Elonated to the Professional Childcare Fund. D

search for truth. Members agree to contribute to the church
through participation, authenticity and concern in relations with
other members, and financial support. An annual contribution
of record of not less than $50.00 is required to maintain voting
member status.

The act of becoming a member is accomplished through
signing our Membership Book. See the Minister, Dan Brosier, or
Membership Chair, Linda Porter, for more information about
becoming a member. Our next welcoming ceremony for new
members is January 16, 2005. Why not celebrate the New Year
by joining us as a member at UUCE? We'd love to have you!

NEW U

The New U program is a two-session workshop designed to give
people new to Unitarian Universalism some basic information
about the faith and this church in particular. The program is
facilitated by the minister, Dan Brosier, and the next session will
begin on Sunday, February 6 at 12:30 following the service. The
second session will be on February 16 at the same time. Al
interested in learning a bit more about UUism are encouraged to
attend. A light snack will be provided. If you are interested
please sign up on the designated clipboard in the Fellowship
Hall. If you would like childcare please so indicate on the sign-
up sheet by January 23. If you have any questions call Dan
Brosier at the church.

MORE THANKS

Members of the Prairie Buddha meditation group want to
thank UUCE for providing a home for our practice and
fellowship during the past year. We enjoyed being here very
much. It had been hoped that having one location, rather than
meeting in members’ homes, would encourage increased
membership. That has not been the case and a number of long-
time members have stopped coming because they live far from
rural Elgin. Regretfully, during the Dec. 19 quarterly “business”
discussion, the sangha decided to return to its previous
arrangement of moving from one member’s home to
another—once again becoming Thich Nhat Hanh’s only
“raveling sangha”. -Diana March

5
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Religious Education

As | sit and write this column, the
Christmas season is officially over,
along with all of its hustle and bustle.
Looking back, this year’s holiday was
the most enjoyable one I've had in
years—around ten, to be exact. For
those of you who know me pretty well,
I’'ve been a sort of Grinch. Perhaps
Grinch doesn't quite describe it right.
It’s the feeling of too much to do, too
much money spent, not enough
appreciation for my efforts, and the unrealistic expectations | placed
upon myself to make it a magical season for all.

Last year, our family agreed to only purchase one gift per child,
and instead of getting gifts for all of the adults, to do something
special together. So we went to see the holiday lights at Brookfield
Zoo0 and stopped for dinner at a restaurant on our way home. It went
pretty well, so we all agreed to do it again this year. It was such a
relief to only have to shop for a half dozen gifts rather than twenty!

In years past, the week before Christmas was frantic. This year, |
took some time off and got to visit with friends for lunch, relax at
home, and spontaneously bake holiday cookies. Every year, both
sides of the family come over for Christmas Brunch. This year, the
kids helped out more and everything was ready before the Christmas
Eve service! | was more conscious in making menu choices—opting
for a few homemade goodies rather than making everything from
scratch. It’s only taken me a decade to figure this out for myself, and
hopefully by sharing this I will save someone else a few years of
Grinchiness!

Here is a look at what the classes will be doing this month:

Kathy Underwood, DRE

January 2:
Preschool: “Chalice Cookies”
K-2: “A Time of Joy”
3-5: “Joseph, Part 3”
6-8: “Visiting a Catholic Church”
High School:  Topic of choice
January 9:
Preschool: “Helping Others”
K-2: “Epiphany”
3-5: “Miriam and Moses”
6-8: “Integrating our Experiences”
High School:  Topic of choice
January 16:
Preschool: “A Special Jigsaw Puzzle”
K-2: “Tu Bishvat”
3-5: “The Ten Commandments”
6-8: “Reformers and Protestants”
High School:  Topic of choice
January 23:
Preschool: “Snack For Our Families”
K-2: “Free Day”
3-5: “Joshua and the Battle of Jericho”
6-8: “Attending a Protestant service”
High School:  Topic of choice
January 30: Fine Arts Program—Week One

(847)888-0668

FINE ARTS PROGRAM

On January 30 we will begin our 8th Annual Fine Arts
Program. This is a 2-3 week inter-session for all children
and youth in religious education to experience a variety of
arts—often arts they would not experience in the school
setting, such as computer animation. This year’s program
will run for two weeks.

The Religious Education Council is looking for adult
volunteers who have a talent or passion in the arts to share
with a group of children or youth for one Sunday. You tell
us your passion/talent and which age group you prefer, and
we'll take care of the supplies and classroom assistants.
Don't be shy—we know there’s a lot of talent and passion
out there! Sign up on the clipboard in Fellowship Hall, or
see Kathy Underwood for more information.

THE 2004 QUILT RAFFLE—DECEMBER 4

Jazlyn draws the
winning ticket...




Co-Presidents’ 43
Report

Happy New Year to
one and all. We hope
everyone had a joyous
holiday and is
anticipating 2005. It
seems fitting that some
words of wisdom should
attend us as we greet the New
Year, and we actually have some
for a change. Well, they're not really our words of wisdom, but
we're wise enough to share them with you. Kathy received a
copy of Everyday Serenity by David Kundtz several years ago,
and we take the gist of this month’s sharing from this book.

Lily Tomlin says, “The trouble with the rat race is even if you
win, you're still a rat.” The metaphor of the rat race as a way to
talk about the nature of contemporary life is instructive, but
just what is a rat race?

David Kundtz pictures a maze in some scientific laboratory
with a dozen rodents scrambling in all directions, trying to find
with great frustration their way to freedom. Is there really a
winner in a rat race? Are the rats aware they are in a race? Do
we want to think of ourselves as being part of such a
metaphor?

Having awareness makes us capable of choosing another
metaphor that will better reflect the way we want to live our
lives. The metaphors we use not only reflect the way we live,
but also direct the way we live. If we call life a rat ace, it will
tend to become one.

Our challenge is for each of us to come up with a metaphor
that illustrates who we are in the world and how we want to go
about our lives. Maybe “Life is a cat prowl” would work for
some. Can you envision slow and careful steps, a calm
awareness of what is going on in the community, a pace that
suits an inner peace? What about “Life is a dog walk.” Moving
about with a lively interest, with stoppings and goings,
encounters with other beings, always ready to visit and respond
with a friendly greeting? Life could be a fox trot or a monkey
march or a swallow soar. Spend some time at the beginning of
this new year pondering what your metaphor for life will be
and then go out into the world living your “Lifeisa____!” May
We never view ourselves as “rats” again.

Peace, Kathy and Dan

( )

Who Am |?

This famous UU statesman, lawyer, and
orator, was his era’s foremost advocate
of American nationalism. A farmer’s
son, he graduated from Dartmouth
College in 1801. He was one of the
most important figures in U.S. politics
in the first half of the 19th century.

Dan and Kathy Hislip
Board Co-Presidents

(answer will appear in the next Unichord)
Decembers Who AM | swas Michael 1 earned.

WOMEN COOKING FOR W OMEN

The next “Women Cooking For Women”
dinner will be held on Friday, January 7,
2005. Women, 13 and older, are invited,
asked to bring a dish to share (anything
goes!), and to donate $5 (or more) to the
focus cause or project of the evening. You
can come and not cook, but then we ask that
you donate $10 (or more). We also welcome donations from
those of you unable to attend. Donations may be put in the
soup pot on the Social Action table in Fellowship Hall.

The monies collected in January will benefit the Crisis Center
of Elgin. The Crisis Center assists women and children who
are victims of domestic violence and/or sexual assault.

Food should be ready to be served by 7:00 p.m. Friends and
family members are welcome to attend. Please sign up on the
clipboard or R.S.V.P. (yes, you must!) to Laurie Kiesewetter or
Andrea Schmidlin.

NEWCOMERS’ COVEN ANT GROUP

A Newcomers’ Covenant Group will be offered beginning in
late January. This special covenant group will begin with a
series of six sessions facilitated by Linda Porter and Kathy
Hislip. All new members and friends who began attending our
church in Fall, 2003, or later are invited to become a part of
the new group. A special sign-up sheet can be found in the
Fellowship Hall. Please indicate on this sheet when you can be
available to attend covenant group sessions. Childcare will be
provided for all sessions. We hope you can join us. Contact
Linda Porter if you have questions or need more information.
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Ways to Get in Touch

Church Office 847-888-0668
Web site WWW.uuCe.org
Newsletter Submissions newsletter@uuce.org

Board Co-Presidents
Dan & Kathy Hislip
Newsletter Editor:
Todd Underwood

Deadlines
Order of Service Thursday PM
kUnichord January 16 )

January Birthdays

1  Shelby Navadomskis 14 Gerald Lucas

3 Pete Tischke 14 Karen Olesch-Williams
3 Sheryl Denson 19 Lenya Schug

5 Jan Underwood 26 Elise Wall

6 Donna Brooks 27 Denise Benson

7 Brianna Lucas 28 Gretchen Sherrell

7 Louette Rogers 29 Paul Anderson

12 Dave Segel

www.uuce.org 7
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