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UUCE Service Auction in Emerald City!

February 16th is our Annual UUCE Service Auction
and your opportunity to take a HOLIDAY!

This year our HOLIDAY dining excursion takes us to
The Land Of OZ! That's right! This year you will be
transported to the Emerald City for a full of fun and
surprises service auction.

Need some courage? Need
a heart? Need a brain?
Need to have some fun?
Need a break from the cold
dark winter2 Then take
refuge from the Wicked
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offer your time-share, a pool party, tickets you are not
using to concerts, plays, or movies, or your resort home in
the Bahamas (hint, hint). Big or small we want your
participation. Offering your service is a way you can make
an important contribution to help fund all of the many
programs of your church community. Service items are
auctioned in a live auction by a
professional auctioneer.
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The silent auction is held during
the journey on the UUCE
Cyclone is your opportunity to
both donate excellent
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board the UUCE Cyclone

where travelers will enjoy

Cheren’s Munchkin HOLIDAY Buffet featuring
gustatory delights to fortify you for your journey to The

Land of OZ!
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The UUCE annual service
auction is our one big
fundraiser of the year and part
of the fun is to come up with a
service that you are willing to
perform for the highest bidder,
such as a road rally, cook a
meal, take someone shopping,
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event. So whatever your way of
participating—giving or
bidding, helping in the kitchen,
decorating or just having a
good time with your friends and family, plan now to
attend. Celebrate. Fellowship.

So get up your courage, excite your brain, warm your
heart, find your way home as we hit the yellow brick road
to The Land of OZ February 16th.

Let us know if you would like to have some fun helping us
produce this event. BobS@NewUU.com

- Anne Ward & Bob Sandidge, co-chairs, Service Auction



From the Minicter

The following was written by the Rev. Gordon B.
McKeeman. who has served Unitarian Universalism
faithfully in a variety of roles for decades.

We are a religious community of doers. “Faith", we
continue to remind ourselves, "if it has not works, is
dead." We are impressed with the ability of the race
to do, to create, to recreate, to mend, repair and fix.
Indeed, we should be impressed. It is a remarkable
Rev. Dan Brosier  trait, and much good has come from it. It bespeaks
active involvement in the ongoing life of the community, however narrow or

broad we perceive that community to be.

This active engagement, this "fix-it" orientation, does encounter, now
and then, circumstances and situations in which it appears that "nothing
can be done". Doers are not at all content with such a conclusion. There
must be, we say, something we can do. Surely we can develop a solution, a
cure, a preventive vaccine, a therapeutic technique, an effective palliative.
We are reluctant simply to yield to the unacceptable verdict that nothing
can be done. The question is a recurring one---what does one do when
nothing can be done?

"Nothing can be done" at first acts as a spur to the imagination. Has
everything possible been done? Have we neglected some avenue that might
lead to a solution? Is there a new way to address the problem? The restless
energy of our frustration roams up and down, hither and thither; in and out,
twisting and turning to loosen the bonds of "nothing can be done". But
nothing avails. What now?

"Nothing can be done" speaks to what we are reluctant to acknowledge,
that our potence is not omnipotence, that our science is not omniscience,
that our presence is not omnipresence. It's the unbidden reminder of our
creatureliness, the sense of our limits, our inabilities. We do "have this
treasure in earthen vessels". It is that very acknowledgement that is so
important, a dimension of what we can do when nothing can be done.

"Nothing can be done" reminds us of our "limited repertoire". What we
can do is to affirm human dignity in the face of indignities that we cannot
change. Faith, even when there is no possible work, can still live.
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Member Pledges—2007-2008 Fiscal Year

$100,000

$80,000 1

Actual

$60,0001 $88,666

$40,000

$20,000 -

$0
The 2007-2008 budget calls for $137,367 in pledges.
Eight months’ worth of this figure is $91,624.

Questions? Contact your Finance Coordinator, Alice Macy:.

2 847.888.0668

Month of Sundays
January 2008

6 - Winter
A study of winter—its beauty and its lessons. Service led
by the Rev. Dan Brosier.

During this service we will hold a Child Welcoming
Ceremony for the infants in the church community.

13 - What's Going On?

Some people believe that racism was chased into a corner
by the civil rights movement that it is no longer a
significant dynamic in U.S. society. This morning we
examine where we really are in the struggle for justice and
equality. Service led by the Rev. Dan Brosier.

20 - Voices Of Color

Despite the great strides made in dismantling
segregationist laws, our nation is still divided along the
color lines. This separation allows prejudice to develop
which feeds racism. Lessening prejudice in part comes
about when you get to know the other. Service led by the
Rev. Dan Brosier.

27 - This | Believe

Hear the inspiring and heartfelt stories about the spiritual
paths of three members of our congregation. At UUCE we
are a congregation that shares a journey, not a creed or a
theology; this is an opportunity to learn more about one
another, see some of our commonalities and differences,

and build connections among us.

Services 10:45 A.M. | Fellowship & Coffee Following
Childcare Available

Wheel of Life:

We are saddened by the news that Bob Peterson,
husband of Lydia Larrabee, has lost his father.

“Joy is always an integral part of loving.
There is joy in every act of life, no matter
how menial or repetitive. To work in love
is to work in joy. To live in love is to live in
joy... Why not choose joyz... Why not live

in joys” - Leo F. Buscaglia







Noewe & Announcemente

Green Corner

What's a Locavore?

“Locavore” was chosen as the Oxford Dictionary’s Word of the
Year for 2007. The four San Francisco activists who coined the
word say it describes the eating habits of one whose diet comes
from food raised or harvested within a 100-mile radius of his/her
home. The urge to be a locavore comes from knowing the financial
and environmental cost of shipping foods long distances, the
demand for better tasting produce, an interest in supporting the
local economy, and a desire to develop relationships with the
farmers who grow your food.

Community Supported Agriculture is a movement that satisfies
all these concerns. A core issue of the CSA movement is o remind
you that your food originates in some place other than a grocery
store. CSA's are a wonderfully market-driven idea: you join with
others in your community to invest in a local farm. At the beginning
of the season, members pay the farmer a lump sum. The farmer
decides what to grow, and the consumers get a share of the harvest.
Each week, or perhaps once a month in the winter, the farm delivers
fresh vegetables (and, for more money, items like fruit, eggs and
flowers) to a central location. Though organic methods are prevalent
among CSA’s, not all locally grown foods are certified organic. If
you want fo get related to the folks who raise your food, there’s still
time to buy a share of the 2008 growing season. Here are three
CSA’s in our area.

Erehwon Farm
41W202 Whitney Road
St. Charles, IL 60175
630-443-8271

WWW. erehwon FO rm.com

Angelic Organics
1547 Rockton Road
Caledonia, IL
815-398-2746

www.angelicorganics.com

Walkup Heritage Farm and Garden
5215 Walkup Road

Crystal Lake, IL 60012
815-459-7090

www.WalkupHeritageFarm.com

FRESH VEGGIES?

Our 2007 vegetable garden on the church grounds was
attended to by very few people. Should we have such a garden in
20082

Send your yes or no vote to Donna Askins by no later than
Valentine’s Day, February 14. One vote per person! No one is
obligated to vote, however, those who remain silent will not have a
say in the outcome.

Again the decision deadline is February 14.

SHARING THE PLATE

During each Sunday service we pass the baskets to collect an
offering. Half the non-pledged cash donations collected over a
month through these offerings are given to a charitable
organization. In the month of January that organization is the
Unitarian Universalist Service Committee. The UUSC advances
human rights and social justice around the world, partnering with
those who confront unjust power structures and mobilizing to
challenge oppressive policies. We encourage you to be generous. If
you prefer to write a check for this purpose, please indicate in the
memo section “share the plate.”

847.888.0668

Women Cooking For Women

The next “Women Cooking For Women”
dinner will be held on Friday, Jan. 4", 2008.
Women, 13 and older, are invited, asked to
bring a dish to share for the potluck, and to
donate money fo help support the evening’s topic.
The suggested donations are $5 if you bring a dish to
share, and $10 if you don't.

This month is our “Night of Passion.” One woman will be presenting
a cause that she is passionate about to the group. Doors open at 6:30
p.m. Food should be ready to be served by 7:00 p.m. Friends and
family members are welcome to attend. There is no sign-up or
membership required. Just come!

See Laurie Kiesewetter or Andrea Schmidlin if you have questions.
Keep your calendar free the first Friday of each month for WCFW
dinners: Feb. 1%, March 7", April 4", and May 2"

Cheers! for BYOT

BYOT at UUCE rather sounds like a cheer from a sporting event, and
even though those events are important, the BYOT I'm speaking of is a
course on Building Your Own Theology. We finished the first course in
the Building Your Own Theology curriculum several weeks ago. We
were posed questions and given activities to help us come to ferms with
human nature, ultimate reality, history, ethics and religious meaning in
developing our own personal credos. BYOT 2 has begun. We are
continuing to focus on various theological questions to help us grow in
our ability to understand and articulate our own belief systems. We'll be
exploring truth and authority, theological diversity, spirituality, sin and
salvation, justice, suffering, death, immortality and the concept of the
beloved community. Though the subject matter sounds rather heavy and
maybe even a little formidable, the discussions are extremely lively and
insightful.

BYOT 3: ETHICS will start up in the spring. Volume 3 invites us to
apply our beliefs and values to particular ethical situations. Registration
for BYOT will open up a few weeks before the course begins. Be on the
lookout for more information concerning BYOT at UUCE. If you have any
questions concerning the BYOT program, you may contact co-facilitators
Andrea Schmidlin or Kathy Hislip.

UUCE Members Share The Holiday Spirit!

21 folks from UUCE were in a festive mood for the Dec. 22 Soup
Kitchen at the Church of the Brethren in Elgin. Forty pounds of potatoes
were peeled, mashed, and served with roast turkey and gravy to our
homeless guests. Gordon James graced us with beautiful Christmas
songs on the piano. It was a magical evening. Thanks to all who helped,
and especially to Bob, Anne, and Brianna Bedard for organizing
everything! We will have more opportunities to serve the community in
the coming months. We hope you'll join us!  -Andrea Schmidlin,
Social Justice Coordinator

Calling Young Artists!

All young people interested in working together on an art project for this
year’s canvass are invited to meet after services January 13, 20 and 27
from noon until 1:30pm. We will choose a project to do at the first
gathering, and then work on it over the next two. Our efforts will be
displayed in the front foyer, and parts will be auctioned off at the service
auction in February. See Linda Rodda or Kathy Underwood for more
details.




Religioue Education

Welcome to 2008! Some of you may
be sad that the holidays have wound
down; others may be glad of this. For me
it is mixed—-there is something to be
said for the holiday bustle, at least when
seen as an observer rather than a
participant! This season | took the pace a
bit slower. | watched a lot of sappy holiday movies on TV. | took
a short trip to Florida, compliments of my sister-in-law’s
company. | only had eight kids to buy gifts for, which means |
got all of my shopping done in less than five hours. I still had
the frenzy of planning and preparing Christmas brunch for 19,
but | had a bit more of that “if it happens, great” kind of
aftitude.

The sadness came when | found out that word got out to my
youngest daughter that Santa might not be real after all. | was
not present when this happened. It was reported to me later that
she didn’t seem to react fo the comment her older sister made
while chatting with her friends. Perhaps she didn’t hear her. Or
perhaps she chose not to believe her insensitive comment. She
has not come to me with questions yet either, for which | am
glad. At what point do you tell the truth as you see it, whether
it's really the truth or not?

The day before writing this, someone confided to me that
she told her 10-year-old that Santa wasn’t real, and that the
youngster took it pretty hard. Will we be seen as terrible
parents who lie2 Or as saintly as St. Nick for keeping the
memories and traditions alive? Only time will tell.

Kathy Underwood
Director of
Religions Education

In Faith, Kafﬁy_ Underwood

This Month in Religious Education

January 5-6 6"-8" Lock-In

January 6  Chalice Circle - preschool through 8" grade
High School: Watching clips from “Forrest Gump”
with discussion.

January 13 Preschool: “| Can Help”
K-2": “Epiphany”
3°-5": “Let My People Go”
6"-8": “What Is Judaism?”
High School: Visit to the Hindu Temple in Bartlett

January 20 Preschool: “I Can Listen”
K-2 “Tu Bishvat’
3"-5" “The 10 Commandments”
6"-8": “The One God of Judaism”
High School: View clips from “Angels and Demons”

January 27  Preschool: “| Can Remember”
K-2": “All Saints' Day”
3"-5" “The Walls Come Tumbling Down”
6"-8": “Rituals & Holidays of Judaism”
High School: Stay in the worship service

UUCE Bulletin Board E-List

The purpose of the Community Bulletin Board E-list is to provide
members and friends* with a means to communicate information
about:
® ltems they wish to give away or sell
¢ Things they are looking to buy or borrow
* Employment opportunities or needs
e Requests for assistance with social justice activities
they are involved in
® Requests for advice/recommendations about companies
or contractors they might hire to do some type of work.

*[A friend of the church is someone who participates in church worship
and activities and makes an annual financial contribution of record.]

This list is not to be used as a discussion forum or as a vehicle for
partisan activities. Participants agree not to post any abusive, obscene,
wulgar, slanderous, hateful, threatening, sexually oriented or any
material that may violate any applicable laws. Doing so may lead to
being banned from the list. The Executive Team will monitor the list.

P . _"_-'_'l,"'.'ll' =D
Sunday Adult Spirituality Programs Spi?’ff,"‘,‘_{ff."

BUILD YOUR OWN THEOLOGY
- Kathy Hislip & Andrea Schmidlin through Feb. 2.
Next 12 session BYOT program begins March 9th

INTRODUCTION TO SPEAKING PEACE

9:30 - Sunday, December 13th begins a six week series
(through Feb. 17th) of an introduction to Speaking Peace.
Sometimes called Compassionate Communication, this class
explores the deeper issues of communicating effectively. In four
simple to learn and sometimes challenging to apply steps,
Speaking Peace teaches us how to get our own needs met
while meeting the needs of others. Speaking Peace reveals the
hold of our dominance culture on our own thinking and how
that hold colors our world view and ability to communicate
effectively. www.NonViolentCommunication.com

Both groups meet at 9:15 in Fellowship Hall for Coffee and Chalice
lighting then go upstairs for the 9:30 groups. All are welcome.

It doesn't need to be big; a smile, a note of
appreciation to a friend or stranger; a hug

shared with your family; the reminder that we're
all human and all doing the best we can... any of
these might count. What will your gift be?

—
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Nowe & Annhouncemente

UUCE Congregational Survey Results

A big thanks from the Board of Trustees to those 60 of you
who completed and returned a Congregational Survey that we
conducted this fall. The purpose of the Survey was to gather the
congregation’s assessment of how well we are ministering to our
members and friends.

The survey consisted of 36 items in 12 categories that were
rated on a scale from 1 to 5, with 5 being the best. The
categories with the highest average ratings were Feeling Tone
(4.4), Worship (4.3), and Lifespan Religious Education (4.3).
The lowest rated categories were Community Involvement (3.1)
and Growth (3.8). This informs us that many of you are pleased
with our worship style and our religious education programs
and have a positive feeling about our church. Many of you also
feel that our church should be more involved in our larger
community and are concerned about growth. The highest
scoring item was: Our minister is doing a good job as the
spiritual leader of our congregation (4.7). The lowest scoring
item was: Our congregation is visible and well known in the
community (2.3). In addition, improvement was shown in 9 of
the 12 categories compared fo last year, with three categories
remaining the same.

The results of this survey will help our Board and Executive
team in planning and also in evaluating how well we have done
in accomplishing our Ends Policies. Complete Survey results are
available in the church office, on the Kiosk, and were also sent
as an email to the church announcement list.

- Again, thank you! - the Board of Trustees

~

YOGA AT UUCE

Yoga for Every Body will start on Monday, Jan 7th at 5 pm.
This class is designed to promote flexibility and well being for all
ages and can be modified for all levels. Please let our instructor,
Carol Prieur, know of any limitations before class. Wear
comfortable clothes and bring a yoga mat.  Contact Mimi
Locknar so that we have an idea of class size and we have your
name in case we have fo cancel due to weather.

~

Create The Life You Want Workshop Jan. 19th
UUCE Member, Alesa Burbach, Life Coach, invites you
to a workshop Saturday, January 19 at UUCE from
12:30 - 4:00 p.m. In this workshop you'll examine what
you want to Be, Do, and Have - learn how to set goals
and intentions - identify limiting beliefs and behaviors
and learn new tools to help you reach your goals.
Contact Alesa to register. There is a $50 per person fee.

“The greatest temptation ... is to settle for too little.”
- Thomas Merton

6 847.888.0668

BOOK GROUP

You are warmly invited to join the members of the Book
Group at any of their upcoming meetings, which begin at
7:00 p.m.

Jan. 25 - “The Thirteenth Tale” by Diane Setterfield
- at the home of Beth Cooper-Zobott
Feb. 29 - “The Whistling Season” by Ivan Doig
- Location to be announced

Lastest “Best of Dan” in the UUCE Library

Again this month we have available some more of the ‘Best of Dan’
sermons written over the years for January Sundays. They are available
in your library along with sermons compiled for the last four months,
each in a separate notebook and ready to be checked out. We now have
well over six hundred books collected for your use. Please take a look at
them, check some out, take some home, read some, and enjoy them.

Not only that, we also accept books donated by you. Downstairs in
the Fellowship Hall there are fiction and children’s books. Upstairs in the
Library the nonfiction ones suitable for a church library. Bring them in.
We'll take care of them.

~

WHAT'S NEEDED? EVERYTHING!

The All Peoples Inter-Faith Food Pantry needs everything!
Donations have been slow and the shelves at the Pantry are
becoming empty. Here are some suggestions for donations: jelly,
peanut butter, breakfast cereal, juice, powdered milk, canned
fruits and vegetables, and canned meats.

Please bring your donations on our Pantry Sunday, January
6, but as always, your contributions are welcome any time during
the month.

~

Voter Registration January 6th at UUCE

For registered voters, the next election is a General Primary on
February 5, 2008. Age-eligible citizens whose registration is not
current may register to vote in the next election through January
8, 2008. Who is not current? Citizens who have never
registered in lllinois, those who have not voted recently, and
anyone who has changed address or name since previously
voting. If you're not sure, you can register again with no harm
done.

Bonnie and Dennis Schwank have been trained and certified
as Deputy Registrars by the Kane County Clerk’s Office, Elections
Division. Recent changes in election law authorize them to
register citizens of ANY county in the state of lllinois who
are or will be 18 years of age on or before the date of the next
election.

Bonnie and Dennis offer to the members and friends of UUCE
the opportunity to register to vote. They will be in the Fellowship
Hall after the Sunday service Sunday Jan. 6. Please bring
along two pieces of ID; one must show current name and
residence address.




Precident’e Reflectione

HAPPY NEW YEAR.
fy&ﬁ'ﬂ

Lydia Larrabee
Board President Lydia’s column returns in Feb.

NEW SPIRIT IN PRACTICE PROGRAM AT UUCE!

The UUCE community was selected to be among the first to
experience a new Adult Spirituality program from UUA. In
December the UUA announced that UUCE has been selected to field
test a new Adult Spirituality program, Spirit in Practice.

In her announcement, Sarah Millspaugh, Adult Programs
Coordinator for the Unitarian Universalist Association says: “I am
pleased to inform you that UUCE has been selected as a field test
site for Spirit in Practice, one of the UUA’s new adult curricula from
the Tapestry of Faith lifespan series. We received many applications
for the field test, which reflects a real interest among Unitarian
Universalists in spiritual growth.”

“Congregations that will field test the program represent, as
whole, a cross-section of our movement. Field testing congregation
sizes range from 16 members to 860 members. Some
congregations are a few years old and others are hundreds of years
old, some are urban, some suburban, and some quite rural. Some
are intentionally diverse, some are working to become more
diverse.”

UUCE’s Adult Spirituality Ministry team, Dan and Kathy Hislip,
Andrea Schmidlin, Anne Ward, Bob Sandidge, Anne Bedard, and
Kathy Underwood, submitted an application to be considered for
this field test earlier in the year. The team will be co-presenting the
new sessions beginning on March 9th when the 11 session series
begins. NOTE that the team has rearranged the Adult Spirituality
Programs Schedule in order to accommodate this special field test
series.

Sunday morning Adult Spirituality programs are open to UUCE
members and guests. Building Your Own Theology (BYOT) is a
registration course requiring a commitment to attend as many
sessions as possible to optimize the experience. Speaking Peace, a
six week program beginning January 13th led by Dan Hislip and
the Team, is open as individual sessions but you'll get more from it
by attending all six sessions. Spirit in Practice, beginning March 9th,
is a special 11 Sunday program of individual sessions, each a self
contained topic. This format makes it easy for guests to drop in for a
session and get something of value but by attending all sessions the
participant benefits from the whole course.

Join our lively group each Sunday at 9:15 for engaging and
enlightening adult spirituality programs.

Achult -
Spirituality

(
Kudoe to:

Donna Askins for making the draft
stoppers for the two doors off the first
floor elevator lobby; they make a
difference.
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“The words "I love you," spoken in
moments of genuine appreciation, wonder,
or caring arise from something perfectly
pure within us - the capacity to open
ourselves and say yes without reserve.
Such moments of pure openbeartedness
bring us as close to natural perfection as
we can come in this life.”

- John Welwood

(" Waye to Be in Touch
Church Office 847.888.0668
Web site Www.uuce.org
PodCast uuce.libsyn.com
Schedule an event uuce.org/event-scheduling.html
Newsletter submissions newsletter@uuce.org

Board President: Lydia Larrabee
Unichord Editor:
Bob Sandidge Newsletter@uuce.org 847.854.1111
Due Dates
Order of Service Wednesday PM
UNICHORD NEWS DUE Third Sunday

~

January Birthdays
1 Shelby Navadomskis 17 Joe Conway

5 Jan Underwood 19 Lenya Schug

5 Andrea Budasi 25 Jeremy Clough

5 Yasmina Lonegra 26 Elise Wall

7 Louette Rogers 29 Paul Anderson
12 Dave Segel 29 Koby Lesiewicz

13 Chris Leyba
16 Heike Spayne
17 Olivia Leyba

www.uuce.org 7
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CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

The Unitarian Universalist Church of Elgin

PO. Box 1032
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Thanks to Jessica Frost for the photos.

e Halls & Cookies!




