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Tending Our Roots—A Prairie Revival is the 
theme for this year’s Canvass to raise the operating 
funds for our church. During the two week 
campaign starting February 27, you, our members 
and friends, will have the opportunity to meet 
with a canvasser and be asked to help “tend our 
roots” by pledging to provide financial support 
to our church. The Finance Committee has 
proposed a budget of  $186,332 for the 
2005-2006 church year to finance the many 
expenses, programs, and activities of  our 
church.

This is a significant increase from last 
year’s budget of  $146,590. Some of  
this increase is to pay for modest 
salary and cost of  living increases for 
staff  to bring them up to standard, 
increases in heating costs and 
utilities, and the implementation 
of  a major maintenance fund. 
However, a significant portion of  the 
increase is to fund our Church Administrator and to 
continue the Children’s Program. The Children’s Program 

was paid for last year from private 
funding outside the normal church 

budget, but is now included in the 
2005-2006 budget. Sources such as 

the rummage sale, auction, tower 
rental, and unpledged donations 

account for the remainder of  our 
income. Our Canvass goal, the amount 

that we ask each member and friend of  
UUCE to help provide for with your 

pledge, is $150,000.
The 2005-2006 budget can be broken 

down into each of  the six main programs and 
activities of  our church:

Worship and Music (our Sunday morning 
services)—$54,948

Religious Education (programs for our 
children, youth and adults)—$37,918

Our Community Within (programs which 
keep us connected and informed and funding 

for committees like Green Sanctuary and Care 
Team)—$48,242

Community Outreach (efforts and funding to help 
our congregation reach out to the people who 

live in our community)—$23,330
Denominational Connections 
(connections with other UUs including 
support for the UUA)—$12,135
Income Generation (the costs associated 
with raising funds)—$9,759.

The funding shown for each program includes 
all of  those costs to keep that program running. 
From a portion of  the electricity for the lights, 
salaries for staff, to a share of  the heating bill, 
the estimated cost of  each program includes the 
associated general costs to keep it running. 
$186,332! This is the financial cost to provide 
the programs and activities that enrich our lives 
and allow us to be part of  the unique community 
that is UUCE.

To pay these expenses, we are asking for 
$150,000 in pledges from you, our members and 
friends. We know that this is a large increase 
from the amount pledged for this current church 
year, $112,000, but we ask that each of  you 

2005 SERVICE A UCTION
JEANS & JEWELS

When: February 12, 2005
Time: 6:00-10:00pm
Events: 
  Silent Auction and appetizers 6:00-7:00pm
  Dinner 7:00-8:00pm
  Silent Auction closes 7:45pm
  Live Auction begins 8:00pm
Cost: $8-15 per adult and $5 per child. Includes
  appetizers, dinner, beverages & dessert.
Other:
  Child care will be available for children up
  to ten years old.
Questions:
  Call Debbie or Eric Prebys.
  RSVP by February 6 with Debbie or Eric.

continued on page 4
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I realize now that I don't need the church 
to grow in size anymore. For many years that 
was a central concern of  mine—but no 
longer. I am glad our membership is growing, 
I look forward to this continuing, but that in 
itself  is not what I want to put a lot of  time 
and energy into.

What I do plan to focus on is helping us be 
the religious community we envisioned in our 
most recent strategic planning process and those that went before 
it. This is a vision of  a beloved community acting to create more 
justice, joy and compassion in the lives of  its members and the 
larger world. I will work to help us be increasingly a community 
that makes real our covenant and our principles. 

That is wonderful stuff. It is what led each of  us to this church 
and to Unitarian Universalism. It is the stuff  that many people 
outside our congregation hunger for and need. And they can find 
it here. 

But first they have to know we are here. Then they must be 
warmly welcomed, and feel that there is a place for them. This 
means we need to have adequate parking spaces and adequate 
space in the sanctuary and classrooms. This means we need to 
have opportunities for them to connect with others and over time 
make us their church. 

To be a thriving and viable religious community we have to 
make a difference in people’s lives. We do that now, and we are 
called to do more. In addition, we are called to make sure that 
anyone who wants to share our vision of  community and 
spirituality has a place here. That is a gift we offer the world.

But for this to happen we must do certain things. We must 
reach out to newcomers and invite them in. We must finish off  the 
third floor, giving us safe and attractive Religious Education and 
meeting space. We must make more parking available. We must 
figure out how to seat more during our services (maybe a second 
service). We must continue to provide quality child care on Sunday 
mornings. Most of  all we must keep in mind who we are and what 
we are all about. 

If  we do this, I won’t be surprised that we continue to grow. But 
that is beside the point. That is an outgrowth of  our being true to 
our vision—a vision of  a beloved community that exists to 
promote the values of  justice, compassion and freedom in the 
world. It is an exciting vision. 

Blessed be.

UPDATING CHURCH INFORMATION
If  you have not picked up our latest (red) Church Directory, they 

are available on the Visitor Information Table downstairs. We will 
be working on the new directory in January and February. Please 
notify the church office (847-888-0668) if  you have changes to the 
information in the directory, or make the correction in the 
specially marked directory on the entry table. Please pay special 
attention to e-mail contact information. Also, if  your birthday, or 
the birthday of  one of  your children under 18 years of  age, is not 
listed in the Unichord in the appropriate month please let me 
know. Thanks. Linda Porter, Church Administrator.

From  the Minister

Rev. Dan Brosier

TENDING OUR COMMUNITY
My husband Jim and I have been members of  UUCE for 

16 years as of  March. When we joined, Dan Brosier had been 
Minister of  the church for one year, the church had around 50 
members, and the church building was a small farmhouse with 
the sanctuary in the living room. This was our starting point 
with the church—this is where our history, our roots, with 
UUCE began.

How was this church community different then—other than 
the obvious fact that we now have over 150 members and a 
new building? Well, for one thing, everyone knew everyone 
else—from the kids to the adults. Almost everyone was 
involved in almost every church activity. If  something 
happened to one person, we all knew it and we all responded. 

Our current church is built on this strong foundation of  
responding and involvement. With our growth, we have not 
left this behind. I saw that at the recent memorial service for 
Colleen Connelly. It was amazing how we came together to 
help celebrate Colleen’s life—Colleen, who loved our 
community and was always there to reach out to others.

As I think about the present, about Tending Our Roots now, 
I see us seeking to care for our foundation while growing 
connections with new members and friends. These new 
connections will allow us to remain a strong and thriving 
community in the future. It won’t always be easy. Future 
connections will need to come through programs offered to 
allow people to meet and grow in smaller groups or 
communities. Someone will have to plan each program and 
everyone needs to be willing to participate. We will also have 
to have the financial resources to support increased 
programming and staff. Our building space needs to be 
maintained and expanded to accept our continuing growth. 
This takes resources which only our existing members and 
friends can provide. I hope you will think of  the gifts, the 
connections, the fruits, you receive from UUCE, and that, like 
prairie roots, you will reach deep to help support 
UUCE—with your time and with your pledge. It is your 
church—you are an important part of  its future.

-Linda Porter, Community Development Coordinator
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Member Pledges—Year to Date

Budgeted
$78,900

Actual
$85,132

The 2004-2005 budget calls for $106,400 in pledges; nine 
months’ worth of  this figure is $78,900. Questions? 
Contact your treasurer, Alice Macy, at treasurer@uuce.org.
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Month of Sundays
February
6 Preventing Child Sexual Abuse

Understanding the facts, the risks and the 

best ways to protect children from abuse 

is the responsibility of  adults in our 

society. We will consider the prevalence 

and the impact of  sexual abuse on 

children and discuss the myths and 

culture that blames the victims and 

tolerates sexual violence. Service led by 

Rev. Dan Brosier and Kim Cecil.

13 Further Thoughts On Love

In honor of  Valentine’s Day, reflections 

on the word “love” and the state of  

being human. Also during this service we 

will remember long-time member Arvid 

Molitor who died recently. Service led by 

the Rev. Dan Brosier.

20 Spiritual Kindergarten

When we were in kindergarten we could 

do anything! We were painters, singers, 

dancers, firefighters, teachers, and more. 

What if  we applied this “I can do 

anything” attitude to our spiritual 

journey? What if  we could shed our 

negative perceptions of  ritual, spirituality, 

and religious ceremony? Would we then 

be free to become divinely whole? 

Service lead by Elise Wall.

27 Feelin’ The UU Spirit

Come join us for this revival of  the UU 

spirit. Come be healed by the holy power 

of  a caring community. Come rejoice and 

recommit yourself  to your faith. Service 

led by the Rev. Dan Brosier.

SERVICES BEGIN AT 10:45 A.M.
WE LOOK FORWARD TO SEEING YOU

Announcements
CIRCLE OF LIFE

We are shocked and saddened by the death of  long-time 
member Colleen Connelly, who died in her sleep January 3. She 
will be missed.

Our thoughts go out to Norm Wilkinson and Diana March on 
the death of  Norm’s father.

We congratulate Angel Beard and family on the birth of  their 
new son, Jacob. 

We are saddened by the news of  the death of  Arvid Molitor 
who had been a member of  our church for around 60 years or 
more. He died after a long illness. We will take a portion of  the 
service on February 13 to remember Arvid.

NEW MEMBERS
Since our last Unichord, Bob and Anne Bedard, Chris Leyba and 
Karen Courtney-Leyba have signed the membership book. We 
joyfully welcome them into our community.

BOOK GROUP
You are warmly invited to join the members of  the Book Group 
at any of  their upcoming meetings, which begin at 7:00 p.m.

February 25 - Trivial Pursuit, book lovers’ edition.
At the home of  Henny DuBois.

March 25 - “Nickel and Dimed” by Barbara Ehrenreich.
At the home of  Helen Maxwell

STUFF SWAP
The January Stuff  Swap for winter wear and equipment will 
continue until February 6; then Stuff  Swap will be on hiatus in 
February to make room for the Service Auction and Garden 
Party.

PANTRY NEEDS RESTOCKING
The All Peoples Inter-Faith Pantry needs restocking after the 
holiday rush for food. Bring your donations on our Pantry 
Sunday, February 6. The Pantry coordinator said that they have a 
need for canned meat products. As always, your donations are 
welcome any time during the month, but please try to bring your 
gifts of  non-perishable food, toiletries and baby needs on Pantry 
Sunday. -Henny DuBois

SPEAKING PEACE STUDY GROUP
Speaking Peace teaches us to create a shared basis for creating 
satisfying relationships based on mutual respect, compassion, 
and cooperation. In this fun and enlightening thirteen-session 
experience Anne Ward and Bob Sandidge will guide participants 
through a simple yet powerful methodology for communicating 
in a way that meets both parties’ needs. Every Thursday evening, 
March through May, Bob and Anne will be facilitating a study 
group on Peaceful Communication at the church. These 
sessions are free to members, families, friends, and the 
community at large. Attendees at the 6:30 to 9pm classes will 
learn to recognize thinking and language patterns that may 
evoke the response of  anger, resentment, or even conflict. 
Participants will learn how to create harmony and peace through 
everyday conversation. Sign up on the clipboard in Fellowship 
Hall or register at www.CreativeCore.com by February 27.

Kudos to:
All who contributed to the $1,000 raised for the 
UUSC Darfur Disaster Relief  at the Christmas 
Eve Service; all who contributed to the 
Tsunami Relief  Fund; Carol Schoengart for 
organizing a wonderful Adult Sunday School 
field trip to the BAPS Temple in Bartlett; 
Cheren Waller for coordinating hospitality at 
Colleen Connelly’s memorial service and the new member 
Ceremony; all who helped out at the Memorial Service; Erica 
Bergin for donating a DVD to the church; the Briggs family 
for donating a TV to the church; Rusty Winchel for donating 
two years of  wireless internet service, the necessary equipment 
and installation on our church computers. Jim Bottino for 
overhauling the church’s back-up computer; Trisha Dean and 
Bob Jackson for donating chairs for the Sanctuary.

OUR UUCE EMAIL LISTS
The uus@uuce.org list provides information on activities at 
the church and life events of  our members, such as serious 
illness, hospitalizations, births, weddings and deaths. The 
uuce@yahoogroups.com is a forum for sharing personal 
opinions, concerns and articles with other UU’s at our 
church. All members are invited to join the lists, along with 
those who are actively involved in our church community but 
have not yet joined. Contact Kevin Webster if  you would like 
to be included on one, or both, of  these lists.

NEWCOMERS’ COVENANT GROUP 
A Newcomers’ Covenant Group will be offered beginning 

in late February. This special covenant group will begin with a 
series of  six sessions facilitated by Linda Porter and Kathy 
Hislip. All new members and friends who began attending 
our church in Fall, 2003, or later are invited to become a part 
of  the new group. A special sign-up sheet can be found in the 
Fellowship Hall. Please indicate on this sheet when you can 
be available to attend covenant group sessions. Childcare will 
be provided for all sessions. We hope you can join us. Contact 
Linda Porter if  you have questions or need more 
information.

GREEN CORNER/BEST CATCH OF THE DAY
In our search for quality low-fat protein many of  us have tried 

adding more fish to our diets and discovered some very appealing 
choices. But citizens of  the Fox Valley will tell you their 
grandparents stopped swimming in the Fox River decades ago, let 
alone eating the fish. Yes, there are still folks casting their lines off  
the bridge... but that’s a topic for another story. In exchange for the 
undeniable luxury of  accessing food sources around the world, we 
now know very little about where our food comes from, how 
healthy it really is, or what impact increased consumption may be 
having on the environment. One of  the most stirring controversies 
concerns mercury contamination of  fish. But there are actually 
multiple causes for concern. 

As consumers we have a profound impact not only on those 
species we eat, but also on other living things that live with them or 
depend on them. We encourage you to follow these basic rules of  
good consumerism:

! Find good information about your food sources.
! Learn what affects the quality and availability of  the food.
! Learn about locations and practices for raising or catching the 

food.
! Identify sources of  contamination, effects of  fishing practices 

on other species of  marine wildlife and on their habitats, and 
which marine life is overfished.

! Ask your retail provider about the source of  the food s/he 
offers.

! Educate your provider about which sources you prefer and why.
! Don’t buy the product unless you know and approve the source.
! Learn about legislation that will affect the oceans, lakes and 

rivers, and let your legislators know how you feel.
! Insist on detailed, accurate food labeling.
If  you do only one thing: ask your retailer where the fish came 

from and how s/he knows how safe it is. If  you start asking, the 
retailer will become more interested.

The only way to know what price we’re really paying for the 
extravagance of  our diet is to get more information. Seafood 
Lover’s Guide (www.audubon.org/campaign/lo/seafood) and 
Seafood Selector 
(www.environmentaldefense.org/seafood/fishhome.cfm) are great 
web resources. Also watch for inserts in your orders of  service and 
at the Green Sanctuary display during the month of  February.

Twenty-one members of  our UUCE Youth Group joined about 3,000
other people in a record-breaking snowball fight on Jan. 29 in Wauconda.

reflect on the value of  the experiences, connections, friendships, 
and inspiration that you receive from your participation in our 
church. And, we ask that you consider the financial investment you 
are willing to make to “tend the roots,” our roots, of  the Unitarian 
Universalist Church of  Elgin.

The Canvass begins on Canvass Sunday, February 27, with a 
Prairie Revival service and Garden Party. Look for more 
information about the Canvass in the next month. Please contact 
the Canvass Committee (Rusty Winchel, Joe Masonick, Dennis 
Schwank, Paul Anderson, Leslie Sawyer, and David Briggs) with 
your questions or ideas.
Thank you -The Canvass Committee

TENDING OUR ROOTS (continued from page 1)
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February 25 - Trivial Pursuit, book lovers’ edition.
At the home of  Henny DuBois.

March 25 - “Nickel and Dimed” by Barbara Ehrenreich.
At the home of  Helen Maxwell

STUFF SWAP
The January Stuff  Swap for winter wear and equipment will 
continue until February 6; then Stuff  Swap will be on hiatus in 
February to make room for the Service Auction and Garden 
Party.

PANTRY NEEDS RESTOCKING
The All Peoples Inter-Faith Pantry needs restocking after the 
holiday rush for food. Bring your donations on our Pantry 
Sunday, February 6. The Pantry coordinator said that they have a 
need for canned meat products. As always, your donations are 
welcome any time during the month, but please try to bring your 
gifts of  non-perishable food, toiletries and baby needs on Pantry 
Sunday. -Henny DuBois

SPEAKING PEACE STUDY GROUP
Speaking Peace teaches us to create a shared basis for creating 
satisfying relationships based on mutual respect, compassion, 
and cooperation. In this fun and enlightening thirteen-session 
experience Anne Ward and Bob Sandidge will guide participants 
through a simple yet powerful methodology for communicating 
in a way that meets both parties’ needs. Every Thursday evening, 
March through May, Bob and Anne will be facilitating a study 
group on Peaceful Communication at the church. These 
sessions are free to members, families, friends, and the 
community at large. Attendees at the 6:30 to 9pm classes will 
learn to recognize thinking and language patterns that may 
evoke the response of  anger, resentment, or even conflict. 
Participants will learn how to create harmony and peace through 
everyday conversation. Sign up on the clipboard in Fellowship 
Hall or register at www.CreativeCore.com by February 27.

Kudos to:
All who contributed to the $1,000 raised for the 
UUSC Darfur Disaster Relief  at the Christmas 
Eve Service; all who contributed to the 
Tsunami Relief  Fund; Carol Schoengart for 
organizing a wonderful Adult Sunday School 
field trip to the BAPS Temple in Bartlett; 
Cheren Waller for coordinating hospitality at 
Colleen Connelly’s memorial service and the new member 
Ceremony; all who helped out at the Memorial Service; Erica 
Bergin for donating a DVD to the church; the Briggs family 
for donating a TV to the church; Rusty Winchel for donating 
two years of  wireless internet service, the necessary equipment 
and installation on our church computers. Jim Bottino for 
overhauling the church’s back-up computer; Trisha Dean and 
Bob Jackson for donating chairs for the Sanctuary.

OUR UUCE EMAIL LISTS
The uus@uuce.org list provides information on activities at 
the church and life events of  our members, such as serious 
illness, hospitalizations, births, weddings and deaths. The 
uuce@yahoogroups.com is a forum for sharing personal 
opinions, concerns and articles with other UU’s at our 
church. All members are invited to join the lists, along with 
those who are actively involved in our church community but 
have not yet joined. Contact Kevin Webster if  you would like 
to be included on one, or both, of  these lists.

NEWCOMERS’ COVENANT GROUP 
A Newcomers’ Covenant Group will be offered beginning 

in late February. This special covenant group will begin with a 
series of  six sessions facilitated by Linda Porter and Kathy 
Hislip. All new members and friends who began attending 
our church in Fall, 2003, or later are invited to become a part 
of  the new group. A special sign-up sheet can be found in the 
Fellowship Hall. Please indicate on this sheet when you can 
be available to attend covenant group sessions. Childcare will 
be provided for all sessions. We hope you can join us. Contact 
Linda Porter if  you have questions or need more 
information.

GREEN CORNER/BEST CATCH OF THE DAY
In our search for quality low-fat protein many of  us have tried 

adding more fish to our diets and discovered some very appealing 
choices. But citizens of  the Fox Valley will tell you their 
grandparents stopped swimming in the Fox River decades ago, let 
alone eating the fish. Yes, there are still folks casting their lines off  
the bridge... but that’s a topic for another story. In exchange for the 
undeniable luxury of  accessing food sources around the world, we 
now know very little about where our food comes from, how 
healthy it really is, or what impact increased consumption may be 
having on the environment. One of  the most stirring controversies 
concerns mercury contamination of  fish. But there are actually 
multiple causes for concern. 

As consumers we have a profound impact not only on those 
species we eat, but also on other living things that live with them or 
depend on them. We encourage you to follow these basic rules of  
good consumerism:

! Find good information about your food sources.
! Learn what affects the quality and availability of  the food.
! Learn about locations and practices for raising or catching the 

food.
! Identify sources of  contamination, effects of  fishing practices 

on other species of  marine wildlife and on their habitats, and 
which marine life is overfished.

! Ask your retail provider about the source of  the food s/he 
offers.

! Educate your provider about which sources you prefer and why.
! Don’t buy the product unless you know and approve the source.
! Learn about legislation that will affect the oceans, lakes and 

rivers, and let your legislators know how you feel.
! Insist on detailed, accurate food labeling.
If  you do only one thing: ask your retailer where the fish came 

from and how s/he knows how safe it is. If  you start asking, the 
retailer will become more interested.

The only way to know what price we’re really paying for the 
extravagance of  our diet is to get more information. Seafood 
Lover’s Guide (www.audubon.org/campaign/lo/seafood) and 
Seafood Selector 
(www.environmentaldefense.org/seafood/fishhome.cfm) are great 
web resources. Also watch for inserts in your orders of  service and 
at the Green Sanctuary display during the month of  February.

Twenty-one members of  our UUCE Youth Group joined about 3,000
other people in a record-breaking snowball fight on Jan. 29 in Wauconda.

reflect on the value of  the experiences, connections, friendships, 
and inspiration that you receive from your participation in our 
church. And, we ask that you consider the financial investment you 
are willing to make to “tend the roots,” our roots, of  the Unitarian 
Universalist Church of  Elgin.

The Canvass begins on Canvass Sunday, February 27, with a 
Prairie Revival service and Garden Party. Look for more 
information about the Canvass in the next month. Please contact 
the Canvass Committee (Rusty Winchel, Joe Masonick, Dennis 
Schwank, Paul Anderson, Leslie Sawyer, and David Briggs) with 
your questions or ideas.
Thank you -The Canvass Committee

TENDING OUR ROOTS (continued from page 1)
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Religious Education

Kathy Underwood, DRE

“The art of  progress is to preserve 
order amid change and to preserve 
change amid order.”

I came across this quote by Alfred 
North Whitehead while doing the 
Cryptoquote puzzle in the newspaper. It 
is one of  those quotes that I found 
myself  having to reread a couple of  
times to understand. And I’m still not 
sure I understand it completely. That is, 
I don’t understand all of  its implications. 
I have kept it in my binder this week as a reminder to ponder it further. 
My first reaction was “Of  course!” And as I thought long and hard, 
the depth of  its meaning started to hit me. Change is, after all, one of  
the hardest things we struggle with. For some, the struggle is great, and 
for others, it’s a joy that is almost cherished. 

Here at UUCE, we are always in this struggle—at times more 
obviously than others. Currently, there is more change than say three 
years ago. We have a new strategic plan in place, we are looking at our 
organizational structure and making changes to accommodate our 
evolving needs, and we are growing—numerically speaking, as well as 
in other ways. So how can we preserve order during these changes? To 
me, we need to continue our dialogue with one another on how these 
changes can improve our community as well as how we feel about 
them. We need to take the time to go through the process, respectful 
of  one another, but not linger too long in indecision. I realize this is a 
fine balance, and as individualized to each member as the color of  our 
eyes. 

However, I believe it is the second phrase of  Whitehead’s quote that 
is the most challenging: “to preserve change amid order.” Some may 
ask, “Why would we want change when everything is going smoothly?” 
Since change is inevitable, why not be proactive and keep working at it? 
If  it is always a goal of  ours, then the changes will be smoother, better 
planned, more predictable. If  we challenge ourselves by continually 
asking, “How can we change this and make it better?” then I think we 
would have a thriving community that supports our mission, members, 
and community.

Here’s what is happening in religious education this month:
February 6: Fine Arts Program Continues
February 13: Preschool: “Celebrate Love”

K-2: “St. Valentine”
3-5: “Naomi and Ruth”
6-8: “Engaging in Ethics”
High School: Topic of  choice
Secret Friends Day—meet your secret friend in 

Fellowship Hall after the service
February 20: Preschool: “Weddings and Unions”

K-2: “Lent”
3-5: “Hannah’s Prayer”
6-8: “A Quaker Community”
High School: Topic of  choice

February 27: Burnidge Woods Hike—dress appropriately
If  you would like to help drive and chaperone for the Burnidge 

Woods Hike, or prepare hot cocoa upon our return, please let me 
know. In faith, Kathy

Who Am I?
Born on March 3, 1847 in Edinburgh, 
Scotland, this famous UU was born into a 
family with a passion for communication. 
While he never joined any church and had 
attended Presbyterian and Episcopalian 
churches, in 1901 he wrote his wife: “I have 

now discovered that I am a Unitarian agnostic.”

(answer will appear in the next Unichord)
January’s Who Am I  was Daniel Webster.

Co-Presidents’
Report

Ways to Get in Touch
Church Office 847-888-0668
Web site www.uuce.org
Newsletter Submissions newsletter@uuce.org

Board Co-Presidents
Dan & Kathy Hislip
Newsletter Editor:
Todd Underwood

Deadlines
Order of  Service Thursday PM
Unichord February 20

February Birthdays

Growing up in the South 
there were three topics of  
conversation that were 
off  limits in polite 
company: religion, politics 
and money. Because neither 
of  us are very good at taking 
directives from anyone, 
especially people in charge, we 
are throwing caution to the wind 
and talking about money and religion. We’ll leave out the politics 
this time around.

We’re not really talking about religion because, as we all know, 
as UUs we each have our own ideas and beliefs around that 
subject, so we will substitute church for religion. It really is quite 
simple in that it takes money to run a church (see how we got 
money and church in one statement?) Where does the money 
come from? It comes from us—the church community. Because 
the Unitarian Universalist church is quite different from other 
churches that we have been a part of, it took us a while to learn 
the system. The other churches in our background spent time 
throughout the year talking about money and talents and what 
you owe to the church to be a good church member. Our church 
doesn’t really do that. Our church leaves it up to us to decide how 
much we want to give of  our money, our time and our talents. 
Our church doesn’t talk too much about what we are expected to 
give. But we got to thinking about how our lives would be 
different if  we as a church community did not give. To take that 
idea to an extreme: What if  there were no Unitarian Universalist 
Church of  Elgin? We’re talking about church in the larger sense 
of  not only the building and grounds—the tangibles, but also the 
intangibles—the services the staff  provides for us—religious 
education for our children and sermons to ponder, the programs 
we take part in, the space to gather and form community. 

If  the church did not exist in our lives, how would our lives be 
different? Imagine not having the bell choirs to stir us with their 
ringing or our trio to lighten our spirits; no place for our children 
to make friends and learn of  the values this community shares; 
no coffee hour with the laughter and noise and conversation that 
we all enjoy; no groups to strengthen our connections in 
community; no labyrinth to walk or meditation garden to soothe 
and calm us; no restored prairie or wildlife sanctuary to keep us 
in touch with our natural selves; no social action groups to 
educate and spur us on to greater activism—to help us walk our 
talk; no childcare to give our children a safe space to play and 
forge friendships; no adult religious education class to help us in 
the formation of  our individual belief  systems; no sanctuary of  
calm and peace in which to retreat when the world becomes too 
much; and no place to hold us all in love and good will. We know 
this probably sounds quite dramatic and it is. But we know that 
we all tend to take for granted the people and places and 
experiences that mean the most to us, so we urge us all to 
consider what if... there was no Unitarian Universalist Church of  
Elgin. And then consider what we all must give of  our money, 
our time and our talents to ensure that this church community 
will continue.
In peace, Kathy and Dan

CHOCOLATE!
Now that we have your attention, we invite you to buy 

Fairly Traded Organic Chocolate Bars in the Fellowship 
Hall for a limited time.

Valentine’s Day is the perfect time to treat your sweetie 
to chocolate from small farms in Latin America.

Organic Milk Chocolate
Organic Dark Chocolate With Almonds
Organic Very Dark Chocolate
3.5 oz. bars cost $2.00 each.
Support the Unitarian Universalist Service Committee 

in helping small farmers earn a fair price for chocolate. 
The organic cocoa is grown by farmers of  the 
CONACADO co-operative in the Dominican Republic 
and the CAVRA co-op in the Andean highlands of  Peru. 
The organic sugar is from small farmer coops in Paraguay 
and Costa Rica. These products are grown without 
pesticides, herbicides or fertilizers. The cocoa is grown in 
the shade canopy of  trees that help provide critical 
habitat for millions of  migrating songbirds.

With our support, these communities are able to invest 
in education, health care, and agricultural improvements. 
UUSC programs support the human rights and social 
justice work of  community based cooperatives in coffee-
growing regions. Our congregation can share fellowship 
with our global neighbors as we help them to help 
themselves.

PEACEABLE KINGDOM: 
A TRIBE OF HEART DOCUMENTARY

You are invited to view the documentary film Peaceable 
Kingdom on Sunday, February 
20 from 12:30-2:00. At a time when the public is more 
concerned than ever about the health and environmental 
problems associated with large-scale factory farming, 
Peaceable Kingdom explores the interconnected life journeys 
of  farm animals, former farmers, and animal rescuers 
struggling against an out of  control industrial system. 
This is not recommended for young children. Please 
bring your own sack lunch. There will be time for a short 
discussion and refreshments following the film. 
Sponsored by the Intentional Living Covenant Group. 
Questions can be directed to Leslie Sawyer.

following the church service 

Dan and Kathy Hislip
Board Co-Presidents

1 Dotty Carringi
2 Lydia Larrabee
5 Valerie Freeman
6 Pat Segel
6 Anne Bedard
7 Bob Jackson
10 Anne Branstrator
13 Taylor Kremer 
14 Bob Jones
16 Cheren Waller

17 Bud Geister
17 Kyle Brinker 
17 Kathy Hamill
22 Sandy James
23 Savannah Underwood
24 Ayla Halberstadt 
24 Leslie Sawyer
26 Greg Schmidlin
27 Kelly Wall
29 Carl Deitrick

WOMEN COOKING FOR WOMEN
The next “Women Cooking For Women” 

dinner will be held on Friday, February 4, 
2005. Women, 13 and older, are invited, 
asked to bring a dish to share (anything 
goes!), and to donate $5 (or more) to the 
focus cause or project of  the evening. You 
can come and not cook, but then we ask that 
you donate $10 (or more). We also welcome donations from 
those of  you unable to attend. Donations may be put in the 
soup pot on the Social Justice table in Fellowship Hall.

The monies collected in February will benefit Heifer 
International. Monies given to Heifer go towards the purchasing 
of  animals to be given to families living in poverty. We will 
discuss how this gift giving helps women.

Food should be ready to be served by 7:00p.m. Friends and 
family members are welcome to attend. Please sign-up on the 
clipboard or R.S.V.P. (yes, you must!) to Laurie Kiesewetter or 
Andrea Schmidlin.

 

  

 

PHOTO OP
Before and after church on March 6 and March 13, UUCE 
members will have an opportunity to have free individual/ 
family portraits taken. The portraits will be used for a new 
online directory that will be part of  a password-protected 
“member’s only” area on our website. High-resolution digital 
images will be available for free or prints can be ordered for a 
nominal charge. Contact Todd Underwood at 
webmaster@uuce.org to schedule a sitting.
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CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED
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Ways to get involved
! Attend, bid and volunteer at the Service Auction 
! Complete the on-line programming survey 
! Sign up to be a Secret Friend 
! Join the New Member and Friends Covenant Group

Linda Porter and Dan and Kathy Hislip officially welcomed new members 
Sheryl Denson, Chris Ecker, 

Chris Leyba, and Karen Courtney-Leyba in a ceremony on January 16. 

Andrew
Russel III, Sandy Jamieson, Pam Hall, Eric Beatty, 

Bob and 
Anne Bedard also signed the membership book, but were unable to attend.

PRAIRIE FEST 2005
The second annual UUCE Prairie Fest will be held on October 1 this 
year. We are actively seeking volunteers to help plan the event. Help 
is needed in every area, including music, vendors, food, education 
and publicity. If  you are interested in joining us, please contact Linda 
Porter at prairiefest@uuce.org.

Kathy Underwood chaperoned Kelly and Amy at a
UU Youth Con in Champaign over the January 28-30 weekend.


