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FOLLOW THE YELLOW BRICK ROAD.....
Growing Our Vision Together: 

Community, Beliefs, Learning, Justice

        Our Annual Canvass is coming soon! Next month we will be 

approaching members and friends of UUCE to ask for financial support 

of our church and its ministry. We have a special place at UUCE: 

meaningful services, inspiring sermons, great music, opportunities for 

involvement, and a community where we can find support for our own 

spiritual journeys and engage in satisfying relationships with others.

      The theme of this year's Canvass is “Growing Our Vision Together: 

Community, Beliefs, Learning, Justice.” This year's Canvass is all about 

making our Vision of the experience of community, diversity of beliefs, 

life-long learning, and opportunities to promote justice come to life!  Like 

any business or household, our church incurs expenses. This year's 

budgeting process is a little more complex because we are changing our 

fiscal year to align with the church year. More on this will follow… 

Regardless, this is your opportunity to enable us to plan for the future by 

making a generous financial commitment.

      Historically members and friends have met one on one with a 

Canvass committee representative. This year we will be holding “cottage 

meetings.” Cottage meetings are small gatherings hosted in a 

congregant's home.  Look for more information and an opportunity to 

sign up for a cottage meeting in the coming weeks.

      The Canvass begins on Canvass Sunday, March 2, 2008 with a 

service and luncheon and then continues for two weeks. If you are new to 

our church or have not yet made a pledge, we hope that you will 

consider making a financial commitment to UUCE.  And we are counting 

on experienced members and friends to continue to make a significant 

contribution to help fund our church for another year. Additional canvass 

information will be available on our website in March at 

http://www.uuce.org/canvass.

How can you help? 

     1. Read the coming materials with care and come to your 

           cottage meeting with questions.

     2. Think NOW about your financial options and the importance 

          of this congregation to you and your family. 

     3. Consider increasing your commitment this year!

     4. Volunteer to help host a cottage meeting.

           (please contact Linda Rodda.)

      Let us enter this canvass with spirit 

and dedication and give high priority 

to our support of the church for the 

coming year. We will have made a 

vital and necessary commitment to our 

future! 

      Thank you - The Canvass 

Committee: Linda Rodda, Tim Davis, 

Bob Jackson, Alice Macy, Joe 

Masonick, Mike Moutrie, Linda Rodda, 

Carol Schoengart, and Michelle 

Sweeney. 

February 16th is our Annual UUCE Service 

Auction and your opportunity to enjoy 

an EMERALD CITY HOLIDAY!
Once a year our congregation gets together to have 
fun and raise funds for the ongoing missions of our 
church. Each year a different theme, some different 
auction items, and a few new faces. What stays the 
same year after year is the sprit of members and 
friends who come 
together to share their 
services, silent auction 
items, bid dollars and 
mostly, themselves. 
Service auction is an 
event for everyone. You 
don’t have to be a big 
bidder to come and have 
fun. You don’t even need 
to be a bidder to join the 
festivities. Cheerleaders 
are encouraged to 
attend. You can even 
proxy bid for others who can’t attend.

Service auction is an opportunity to share in many 
ways. Everyone can come up with something such as 
driving someone to the store, baking a pie, fixing a 
cabinet, washing the dishes, even organizing a road 
rally or ceiling bustin’ poker party. Design your own 
and send it in. You benefit twice—something good for 

your church friends and your service donation brings 
in funding for moving our curch programs forward. 
What could be easier or more fun?  

Easy and fun sounds like a chow down visit to Aunt 
Em’s Kountry Kitchen where the auction festivities 
begin.  You’ll enjoy fried chicken and all the fixins, hot 
apple pie and, yes, there will be plenty of veggies 
too. Vino? Yes. This is an adult event. Child care will 
be provided for smaller ones. 

There is still time to get in your silent auction items. 
Bring them in. Forms are on the front table for your 
service items or send them to us at 
www.uuceHoliday.com. You can also reserve your 
seats and make food preferences on the site and 
preview some of the items in the bidding.
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 A Summary of the U.S. Led War on Iraq

The objectives of the 2003 invasion of Iraq, 
according to President  were:
 
1. "to disarm  of 

 (WMD)”.  No such weapons were 
found. In January 2005, the  
concluded that Iraq had ended its WMD 
programs in 1991 and had no WMD at the time 
of the invasion.

2. “to end 's .” The 
rationale for invading Iraq as a response to 9/11 has been 
widely questioned, as no direct cooperation between 

 was known prior to 9/11 and subsequent 
intelligence has uncovered none.

3. “to free the Iraqi people.” A March 2007 survey of more 
than 2,000 Iraqis commissioned by the BBC and three other 
news organizations found that 51% of the population 
consider attacks on coalition forces "acceptable," up from 
17% in 2004 and 35% in 2006. Also:

· 64% described their family's economic situation as being 
somewhat or very bad, up from 30% in 2005.

· 88% described the availability of electricity as being either 
somewhat or very bad, up from 65% in 2004.

· 69% described the availability of clean water as somewhat 
or very bad, up from 48% in 2004.

· 88% described the availability of fuel for cooking and 
driving as being somewhat or very bad.

· Iraqis displaced inside Iraq, by Iraq War, as of May 2007 - 
2,255,000

·  Iraqi refugees in Syria & Jordan - 2.1 million to 2.25 
million 

· Iraqi children suffering from chronic malnutrition - 28% in 
June 2007 

· More than half of the members of Iraq's parliament 
rejected the continuing occupation of their country.

· Iraqi civilian dead:  over 151,000  (World Health 
Organization estimates)
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Member Pledges—2007-2008 Fiscal Year

Budgeted
$103,025

Actual
$103,951

The 2007-2008 budget calls for $137,367 in pledges. 
Nine months’ worth of  this figure is $103,025. 

Questions? Contact your Finance Coordinator, Alice Macy.

Month of Sundays
February 2008

3 - A Renewal of the Spirit
Life isn't always easy.  When our spirit is running low, 

when we find ourselves living in fear and pain, how does 

liberal religion give us the power and wisdom to renew 

ourselves? Reflections on courage, hope, and 

transformation. The Rev. Matthew Johnson-Doyle 

10 - The Environmental War
Allan Lindrup, of U.U.s for Social Justice and its 

Environmental Task Force, will speak on the relationship of 

the environment to war, including wars between states, 

civil wars, and other violent conflicts.  Service led by the 

Rev. Dan Brosier.

17 - Sin, Forgiveness, and Love
In a number of faiths there is great redemptive power in 

belief that focuses on sin, forgiveness, and love.  These 

aspects of old-time religion still move the human spirit.  

Service led by the Rev. Dan Brosier.

24 - Revisiting Welcoming
"Revisiting Welcoming" - The UUCE became an official 

Welcoming Congregation in the year 2000. Today we 

take a look at how we got there, where we have gone 

since, and where we are going. Service led by Kim Cecil 

and Donna Askins.

Services 10:45 A.M. 
 Fellowship & Coffee Following

Childcare Available

UUCE Calendar

February
Friday 1st - 6:00 PM - Women Cooking For Women - FH
          6:30 - 6-8th RE party at Hislips

Saturday 2nd 
         5:00 PM - Pagan Unity - Imbolic Potluck - FH

  
SUNDAY 3rd - FOOD PANTRY SUNDAY

  9:00 AM - Bells
  9:15 AM - Adult Spirituality - Coffee & Continental
  9:30 AM - Building Your Own Theology - 302
  9:30 AM - Speaking Peace - 301

        9:30 AM - Worship Committee
      10:45 AM - Worship Service 
         
Monday 4th - 5:00 PM - Yoga - Fellowship Hall

Wednesday 6th
       7:00 PM - Villa Street Rehearsal - Sanctuary
       7:00 PM - Barn Bells
       7:00 PM - Committee on the Ministry

Thursday 7th  7:30PM - UUCE Choir Practice

Friday 8th - 7:00 PM - Bicknell Rehearsal - Sanctuary
Saturday 9th - 2PM on-Bicknell - Ferreo wedding

SUNDAY 10th 
        9:00 AM - Bells
        9:15 AM - Adult Spirituality - Coffee & Continental

  9:30 AM - Building Your Own Theology - 302
  9:30 AM - Speaking Peace - 301

      10:45 AM - Worship Service - Barn Bells Ring

Monday 11th - 5:00 PM - Yoga - F.H.   

Tuesday 12th - Covenant Group - off site    
           
Wednesday 13th - Second Wednesday
         6:00 PM - Eat and Meet
         7:00 PM - Spiritual Inquiry Covenant Group - 301
         7:00 PM - RE Council Meeting - 201

   7:00 PM - Movies That Matter - Sanctuary
                - Marshall Rosenberg 
                      Compassionate Communication 

  7:00 PM - Barn Bells
  7:00 PM - Villa Street Rehearsal

Thursday 15th
UUCE Auction Set UP

                          OWL Overnighter - Woodstock
Saturday 16th

   5:00 PM - UUCE EMERALD CITY 
                             Service Auction

SUNDAY 17th
   9:00 AM - Bells
        9:15 AM - Adult Spirituality - Coffee & Continental

  9:30 AM - Building Your Own Theology - 302
  9:30 AM - Speaking Peace - Open - 301

      10:45 AM - Worship Service
                             Barn Bells Ring

12:30 PM - Green Sanctuary Meeting - Bell Room
      12:30 PM - Lessons of Loss - 302 

 
 

Wednesday 20th
   7:00 PM - Barn Bells

         7:00 PM - Pagan Unity Monthly - 301
   7:00 PM - Villa Street Rehearsal - Sanctuary

Thursday 21st
   7:00 PM - Board Meeting - F.H.

         7:30 PM - UUCE Choir Practice - Sanctuary

Saturday 23rd - Growth Meeting - off site

SUNDAY 24th
        9:00 AM - Bells
        9:15 AM - Adult Spirituality - Coffee & Continental

  9:30 AM - Building Your Own Theology - 302
  9:30 AM - Passionate About - Open - 301

      10:45 AM - Worship Service
12:30 PM - Lessons of Loss - 302

Tuesday 26th - 7 PM - Covenant Group - off site

Wednesday 27th
        7:00 PM - Women’s Spirituality - 301
        7:00 PM - Barn Bells
        7:00 PM - Villa Street Rehearsal
        7:00 PM - Spiritual Inquiry Covenant Group

Friday 29th - F.H. & Kitchen
       4 PM - Social Justice Empowerment Workshop 

FEBRUARY UNICHORD NEWS DUE
Newsletter@uuce.org

Lighting this chalice, we 
invoke the presence of Love in 
our hearts, to share it today 
among us and then spread it to 
the world. 

Therefore, let nobody feel a stranger in this 
circle and may all feel welcome.
    —the Sociedad Unitaria Universalista de España

 847.888.0668

Please welcome new members Teresa and Steve Stultz who 

have signed the membership book. They have three children, 

Sarah, Hannah and Johnathan. 

MOVIES THAT MATTERMOVIES THAT MATTER
Feb. 13th 7PM - Open to All
Discussion Following

Wheel of Life:

We are saddened by the news of the death of a beloved aunt 

of Kathy Hislip and her sister Leigh Haynie. Many of us have 

heard the wonderful stories of Aunt Monteen and know that 

she will be greatly missed.

th,COMING ATTRACTIONS—Music Sunday, March 16  is 

another Winter Farmer’s Market at UUCE.

Following Sunday Service - Public from 1-3

If you’ve heard of “Speaking Peace” and 

“Nonviolent Communication” around church, here’s 

your opportunity to spend an evening with Marshall 

Rosenberg, Ph.D. for a first person experience of 

what NVC is all about. Edited from a one day 

training workshop showing how we can connect 

with others in a way that enables everyone’s needs 

to be met through what Marshall calls “natural 

giving.” For beginners and practitioners.  2 hrs.
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Women Cooking For Women
    Come and get busy!  Join us (women, 13 

stand older) on Friday, Feb. 1 , for the next 
Women Cooking for Women dinner and 
discussion.  Sewing machines, cutting stations, etc. 
will be set up as we help the Quilting Group (with 

Frieda Anderson's guidance) get started on the next quilt.  The Quilting 
Group decides each year where their funds from the annual quilt raffle 
will be donated.  They will share their past ideas and ideas for this year.  
We will still share a potluck dinner together, and then get busy!  The 
suggested donations are $5 if you bring a dish to share, and $10 if you 
don't.  If you have any 100% cotton fabric to donate to this year's quilt 
(any colors), please bring it with you or drop it off at church.

      Doors open at 6:30 p.m. Food should be ready to be served by 7:00 

p.m.  Friends and family members are welcome to attend. There is no 

sign-up or membership required. Just come!   See/e-mail Laurie 

Kiesewetter  or Andrea Schmidlin if you have questions.  

      Keep your calendar free the first Friday of each month for WCFW 

dinners:
th      Fri., March 7 : A speaker from “Sisters 4 Science,” spread 

        the word & check out:  www.projectexploration.org/s4s.htm
th      Fri., April 4 :  TBD

nd      Fri., May 2 :  joining book group at UUCE

 

PAGAN UNITY RESUMES MONTHLY MEETINGS

Pagan Unity will have a monthly meeting Wednesday, February 
20th  from 7 to 9 p.m.. Please remember to sign up for childcare, 
if needed. Pagan Unity is a group that works to plan and present 
the study and practice of Pagan spiritualities; encourage 
theological inquiry into the contemporary Pagan resurgence; 
enrich and strengthen the religious pluralism of Unitarian 
Universalism and the larger society.  Interested in joining us?  
Please contact Joy Shores.

~

Social Justice Empowerment Workshop Feb. 29-Mar. 1

Do you ever wonder:

 “How can we involve more people in our congregation's social 

justice programs?” - “How can we create a viable organizational 

structure to carry out our programs?” - “Our community has so 

many needs, how do we decide which issues are most important 

to work on?” - “How do we involve all the members of the 

congregation in picking issues on which to work?” - “How can we 

fund our social justice projects?”

     Come and find the answers to these questions and more at the 

Social Justice Empowerment Workshop at UUCE  the weekend of 

Feb. 29. The UUA's Office for Congregational Advocacy and 

Witness will provide two trained facilitators to help us examine 

what we are doing as an institution to create a more just and 

caring world. We will begin on Friday night with introductions 

and goal setting.  Saturday will be an all-day workshop. On 

Sunday our facilitators will take part in the worship service.  

Watch for more details in the coming weeks, and mark your 

calendars now!

~

News & Announcements

Religious Education

    

February marks one of the young people's favorite 

programs of the year—Mystery Match, formerly known as 

Secret Friends. This is where adults are anonymously 

matched with young people, in hopes of being found out. 

Then on February 10, they get to meet each other and the 

adults give them a gift bag. So, please do your best to 

come that day! It's often hard for those whose mystery 

match doesn't show to understand. 

rd thAlso this month, the 3 -5  graders will have a fun outing 

of their choice. Look for more details in the order of 

service and through email. 

Another popular celebration is our Annual Teacher 

Achievement Awards Ceremony, which will be held on 

February 17 during the service. It is the prelude to the 

Academy Awards the following week! I hope you can all 

attend and show your appreciation for those who work 

with our young people each week.

                 In Faith, Kathy Underwood

Kathy Underwood
Director of

 Religious Education

  

Sunday Adult Spirituality Programs

      BUILD YOUR OWN THEOLOGY
       - Kathy Hislip & Andrea Schmidlin through Feb. 2.
         Next 12 session BYOT program begins March 9th

      SPEAKING PEACE
9:30 - Sunday, through February 17th Dan Hislip and group 
continue with an introduction to Speaking Peace. Sometimes 
called Compassionate Communication, this class explores the 
deeper issues of communicating effectively. Speaking Peace 
teaches us how to get our own needs met while meeting the 
needs of others.  www.NonViolentCommunication.com 

Both groups meet at 9:15 in Fellowship Hall for Coffee and Chalice 
lighting then go upstairs for the 9:30 groups.  All are welcome. 

COMING IN MARCH TO ADULT RE 

UUCE chosen to field test a new
SPIRIT IN PRACTICE CURRICULUM 

 847.888.0668

      In 2007 we hired a firm to perform an energy audit of our 

building.  Basically we were looking to discover how we can be 

more energy efficient.  After a number of tests were run and lots of 

numbers recorded, we received a preliminary report late in the 

spring which gave us a good picture of our situation. 

     By far our biggest energy loss comes about because we have a 

building that allows outside air to leak in.  The primary culprits are 

the gaps in the dry wall behind the posts and beams in the outside 

walls.  The dry wall provides the final barrier to outside air leaking 

in and when there is a gap the air can flow in.  This increases the 

air pressure in the building which pushes some of the warm air out.  

In some spots on windy days you can actually feel the wind blowing 

into the building.  

     To make our building more energy efficient we need to plug 

these places where the air can leak in.  This can be accomplished 

by locating the gaps, stuffing the area behind the posts and beams 

with insulation, and then enclosing the space with trim.  

      So far we have had two work parties to develop the techniques 

to accomplish this.  Master carpenter, Andy Carey, has led the 

process and we have successfully sealed the air leaks in one of the 

offices.  The process is time consuming and the whole building will 

take several years.  

      If you are interested in lending a hand, let Dan Brosier know 

and look for the announcements through the usual channels.

      FYI the other ways the report suggested to make the building 

more energy efficient were:

·  Plant a windbreak of evergreen trees to 

                    reduce exposure to the wind

· Seal the leaks in the air ducts

~

New U
     The New U program is a two-session workshop designed to give 

people new to Unitarian Universalism some basic information about 

the faith and this church in particular.  The program is facilitated by 

Reverend Dan Brosier. You are invited to the next session begining  

Sunday February 10 following the service. The second session will 

be on the following Sunday. All interested in learning a bit more 

about UUism are encouraged to attend. Please sign up on the 

designated clipboard at the first floor visitors’ table. If you would 

like childcare please sign up by February 3.  If you have any 

questions call Dan Brosier at the church.

FRESH YOUNG FACES IN SERVICE ON SUNDAY
     This year, the R.E. Council is including children in some 

important rituals during our Sunday service. Third through 

fifth grade class volunteers will pass the offering basket, while 

sixth through eighth graders will light the chalice for the 

service. 

     To help with planning, we created a calendar of chalice 

lighters/offering helpers.  If your child wants to volunteer for 

this program or decides to opt out, let Jessica Frost know so 

she can update the calendar. 

     If you are not able to attend service on the day your child 

is scheduled, you may request to switch with someone else, 

or we will do without the helper that week.

     Our hope is this experience will help our children feel 

more included and important in their experiences at the 

Unitarian Church of Elgin. We welcome any feedback on this 

program. Kathy Underwood - Jessica Frost. 

This Month in Religious Education

thFebruary 3 Chalice Circle:  preschool through 8  grade

             High School: Discussing “The DaVinci Code”

February 10 Preschool: “I Can Love”
nd   K-2 : “Valentine's Day”

rd th3 -5 : “Jesus & The Temple”
th th6 -8 : “Symbols of Judaism”

High School: Topic to be determined

February 17 Preschool: “My World Has Animals”
ndK-2 : “Lent”

rd th3 -5 : “Jesus & the Law”
th th6 -8 : “Judaism & Christianity”

High School: Topic to be determined

February 24 Preschool: “My World Has Fish”
nd   K-2 : “Purim”

rd th3 -5 : “It's A Miracle”
th th6 -8 : “Birth of the Christian Church”

High School: Topic to be determined
rd th3 -5  Grade outing after the service

New Issues discussion list...   UU Freespace.

If you would like to join this on-line discussion 
group send an email to BobS@NewUU.com. 
Thoughtful, lively, interesting and sometimes 
challenging UU talk! 

Green Corner

UUCE  Bulletin Board E-List
The purpose of the Community Bulletin Board E-list is to provide 

members and friends*  with a means to communicate information 

about:

·  Items they wish to give away or sell

·  Things they are looking to buy or borrow

·  Employment opportunities or needs

·  Requests for assistance with social justice activities 

    they are involved in

· Requests for advice/recommendations about companies 

   or contractors they might hire to do some type of work.

*[A friend of the church is someone who participates in church worship 
and activities and makes an annual financial contribution of record.]

This list is not to be used as a discussion forum or as a vehicle for 

partisan activities. Participants agree not to post any abusive, obscene, 

vulgar, slanderous, hateful, threatening, sexually oriented or any 

material that may violate any applicable laws. Doing so may lead to 

being banned from the list.  The Executive Team will monitor the list.
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Women Cooking For Women
    Come and get busy!  Join us (women, 13 

stand older) on Friday, Feb. 1 , for the next 
Women Cooking for Women dinner and 
discussion.  Sewing machines, cutting stations, etc. 
will be set up as we help the Quilting Group (with 

Frieda Anderson's guidance) get started on the next quilt.  The Quilting 
Group decides each year where their funds from the annual quilt raffle 
will be donated.  They will share their past ideas and ideas for this year.  
We will still share a potluck dinner together, and then get busy!  The 
suggested donations are $5 if you bring a dish to share, and $10 if you 
don't.  If you have any 100% cotton fabric to donate to this year's quilt 
(any colors), please bring it with you or drop it off at church.

      Doors open at 6:30 p.m. Food should be ready to be served by 7:00 

p.m.  Friends and family members are welcome to attend. There is no 

sign-up or membership required. Just come!   See/e-mail Laurie 

Kiesewetter  or Andrea Schmidlin if you have questions.  

      Keep your calendar free the first Friday of each month for WCFW 

dinners:
th      Fri., March 7 : A speaker from “Sisters 4 Science,” spread 

        the word & check out:  www.projectexploration.org/s4s.htm
th      Fri., April 4 :  TBD

nd      Fri., May 2 :  joining book group at UUCE

 

PAGAN UNITY RESUMES MONTHLY MEETINGS

Pagan Unity will have a monthly meeting Wednesday, February 
20th  from 7 to 9 p.m.. Please remember to sign up for childcare, 
if needed. Pagan Unity is a group that works to plan and present 
the study and practice of Pagan spiritualities; encourage 
theological inquiry into the contemporary Pagan resurgence; 
enrich and strengthen the religious pluralism of Unitarian 
Universalism and the larger society.  Interested in joining us?  
Please contact Joy Shores.

~

Social Justice Empowerment Workshop Feb. 29-Mar. 1

Do you ever wonder:

 “How can we involve more people in our congregation's social 

justice programs?” - “How can we create a viable organizational 

structure to carry out our programs?” - “Our community has so 

many needs, how do we decide which issues are most important 

to work on?” - “How do we involve all the members of the 

congregation in picking issues on which to work?” - “How can we 

fund our social justice projects?”

     Come and find the answers to these questions and more at the 

Social Justice Empowerment Workshop at UUCE  the weekend of 

Feb. 29. The UUA's Office for Congregational Advocacy and 

Witness will provide two trained facilitators to help us examine 

what we are doing as an institution to create a more just and 

caring world. We will begin on Friday night with introductions 

and goal setting.  Saturday will be an all-day workshop. On 

Sunday our facilitators will take part in the worship service.  

Watch for more details in the coming weeks, and mark your 

calendars now!

~

News & Announcements

Religious Education

    

February marks one of the young people's favorite 

programs of the year—Mystery Match, formerly known as 

Secret Friends. This is where adults are anonymously 

matched with young people, in hopes of being found out. 

Then on February 10, they get to meet each other and the 

adults give them a gift bag. So, please do your best to 

come that day! It's often hard for those whose mystery 

match doesn't show to understand. 

rd thAlso this month, the 3 -5  graders will have a fun outing 

of their choice. Look for more details in the order of 

service and through email. 

Another popular celebration is our Annual Teacher 

Achievement Awards Ceremony, which will be held on 

February 17 during the service. It is the prelude to the 

Academy Awards the following week! I hope you can all 

attend and show your appreciation for those who work 

with our young people each week.

                 In Faith, Kathy Underwood

Kathy Underwood
Director of

 Religious Education

  

Sunday Adult Spirituality Programs

      BUILD YOUR OWN THEOLOGY
       - Kathy Hislip & Andrea Schmidlin through Feb. 2.
         Next 12 session BYOT program begins March 9th

      SPEAKING PEACE
9:30 - Sunday, through February 17th Dan Hislip and group 
continue with an introduction to Speaking Peace. Sometimes 
called Compassionate Communication, this class explores the 
deeper issues of communicating effectively. Speaking Peace 
teaches us how to get our own needs met while meeting the 
needs of others.  www.NonViolentCommunication.com 

Both groups meet at 9:15 in Fellowship Hall for Coffee and Chalice 
lighting then go upstairs for the 9:30 groups.  All are welcome. 

COMING IN MARCH TO ADULT RE 

UUCE chosen to field test a new
SPIRIT IN PRACTICE CURRICULUM 

 847.888.0668

      In 2007 we hired a firm to perform an energy audit of our 

building.  Basically we were looking to discover how we can be 

more energy efficient.  After a number of tests were run and lots of 
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in and when there is a gap the air can flow in.  This increases the 

air pressure in the building which pushes some of the warm air out.  

In some spots on windy days you can actually feel the wind blowing 

into the building.  

     To make our building more energy efficient we need to plug 

these places where the air can leak in.  This can be accomplished 

by locating the gaps, stuffing the area behind the posts and beams 

with insulation, and then enclosing the space with trim.  

      So far we have had two work parties to develop the techniques 

to accomplish this.  Master carpenter, Andy Carey, has led the 

process and we have successfully sealed the air leaks in one of the 

offices.  The process is time consuming and the whole building will 
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      If you are interested in lending a hand, let Dan Brosier know 

and look for the announcements through the usual channels.

      FYI the other ways the report suggested to make the building 

more energy efficient were:

·  Plant a windbreak of evergreen trees to 

                    reduce exposure to the wind

· Seal the leaks in the air ducts

~

New U
     The New U program is a two-session workshop designed to give 

people new to Unitarian Universalism some basic information about 

the faith and this church in particular.  The program is facilitated by 

Reverend Dan Brosier. You are invited to the next session begining  

Sunday February 10 following the service. The second session will 

be on the following Sunday. All interested in learning a bit more 

about UUism are encouraged to attend. Please sign up on the 

designated clipboard at the first floor visitors’ table. If you would 

like childcare please sign up by February 3.  If you have any 

questions call Dan Brosier at the church.

FRESH YOUNG FACES IN SERVICE ON SUNDAY
     This year, the R.E. Council is including children in some 
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Unitarian Church of Elgin. We welcome any feedback on this 

program. Kathy Underwood - Jessica Frost. 

This Month in Religious Education

thFebruary 3 Chalice Circle:  preschool through 8  grade

             High School: Discussing “The DaVinci Code”
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nd   K-2 : “Valentine's Day”
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th th6 -8 : “Birth of the Christian Church”

High School: Topic to be determined
rd th3 -5  Grade outing after the service
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BOOK GROUP
You are warmly invited to join the members of the Book 

Group at any of their upcoming meetings, which begin at 

7:00 p.m.
            
      Feb. 22 - “The Whistling Season” by Ivan Doig

                           - at the home of Marilyn Hendry

     March 28 - "The Nine" by Jeffrey Toobin.

                      - Location to be announced.

     April 25 - "The Bridge of Sighs" by Richard Russo.

                      - Location to be announced.

     May 30 - "The Golden Notebook" by Doris Lessing.

                      - Location to be announced.
~

GIVE BOB JACKSON A MONTHLY WORKOUT!     
     Bob Jackson has volunteered to deliver our donations to the 

Pantry each month. Let’s give him a monthly workout. Bring your 

donations of non-perishable food items, toiletries and baby 

products on our next Pantry Sunday, February 3.  The Pantry staff 

indicated a need for small jars of jelly, canned fruit and tuna. 

~

Women's Spirituality Group Invites New Members
     The Women's Spirituality Group at UUCE will be open to new 

members starting in February. The group meets on the 4th Wednesday of 

the month at the church and is currently open to all women members and 

friends age 18 and older. New members are invited to attend the 

February and/or March meetings, after which they will be asked to 

make an ongoing commitment to the group if they would like to continue 

to participate. 

     The next Women's Spirituality Group meeting will be February 27th. 

We start at 7:00 PM with a brief check-in and chalice lighting, followed 

by discussion of a particular topic. The meetings end by 9:00 PM. 

Childcare is available at the church on Wednesday nights free of charge; 

however, reservations are necessary. 

     The group's current focus is reading and discussing contemplative 

essays which have a spiritual theme and are written by female authors. 

For the February meeting, we will read the title selection from Barbara 

Kingsolver's book Small Wonder, which is available at local libraries, or 

on line new and used.  Questions should be directed to Andrea 

Schmidlin.

~

The Lessons of Loss Workshop—Winter Session

      In this four week workshop participants will create a safe 

place to discuss losses both large and small. We will explore the 

feelings common to all loss. Some themes include: loss of a loved 

one, divorce, moving, loss of job, loss of youth, and loss of social 

or professional position. Together we can deepen our connections 

to one another by sharing common experiences and feelings.     
th th     Workshop dates are Sundays, February 17  and 24 , March 

nd th2  and  at 12:30-2:30. Sign up on the clip board in 

Fellowship Hall or by contacting Elise C. Wall, 847-488-9376. 

Class limited to 12 people. Previous participants are welcome to 

repeat this workshop.
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News & Announcements
From the Minister - Continued:
The invasion of Iraq was opposed by many traditional U.S. allies, 
including  and .  It was also opposed by 

, the Secretary General of the United Nations. The 
opposition within the US included: , who served as 

 to , and General 
, the Pentagon's former top operations officer.

Spent & Approved War-Spending as of January 2008: About $600 
billion of US taxpayers' funds. President Bush has requested 
another $200 billion for 2008, which would bring the cumulative 
total to close to $800 billion.
 

· U.S. Soldiers killed in the war: 3,927 (as of 1/22/08)

· U.S. soldiers seriously wounded in the war: 28,938--20% of 
which are serious brain or spinal injuries

· US Troops with Serious Mental Health Problems - 30% of 
US troops develop serious mental health problems within 3 to 
4 months of returning home

· U.S. soldiers who have committed suicide --The number of 

soldiers who committed suicide increased 15 percent from 2005 

to 2006, according to an Army report.

The Surge

The December 2007 report to Congress shows a general downward 
trend in civilian deaths and ethno-sectarian violence since 
December 2006. In late 2007, as the U.S. troop surge began to 
wind down, violence in Iraq had begun to decrease from its 2006 
highs. However, political progress remained slow as the Shia-Kurd 
coalition government continued to stall on any significant progress 

 on the host of issues facing Iraq.

The war has already been a great tragedy to that region and to 
thousands of US soldiers and their families.  I hope President Bush 
and his administration are correct in their beliefs that the US 
occupation will bring peace and stability to Iraq.   I fear that the 
evidence suggests otherwise.       

~

Sharing the Plate

During each Sunday service we pass the baskets to collect an offering.  

Half the non-pledged cash donations collected over a month through 

these offerings are given to a charitable organization. In the month of 

February that organization is the Village Bank program.  Last year this 

congregation raised enough money to start a micro-credit bank in 

Haiti.  This year we hope to fund another such bank in another part of 

the world.  Micro-credit banks loan small amounts of money to 

individuals to begin their own businesses.  If you wish to write a check 

to support the program make it out to the UUCE and write Village Bank 

on the memo line.

~

YOGA AT UUCE
     Yoga for Every Body promotes flexibility and well being for all ages 

and can be modified for all levels. Please let our instructor, Carol 

Prieur, know of any limitations before class.  Wear comfortable clothes 

and bring a yoga mat.  Contact Mimi Locknar if you plan to attend and 

for more information.

France Germany Kofi 
Annan

Brent Scowcroft
National Security Adviser George H. W. Bush Greg 
Newbold

 847.888.0668

Lydia Larrabee
Board President

President’s Reflections

1 Dotty Carringi

2 Lydia Larrabee

2 Ben Holish

5 Valerie Freeman

5 Kathie Wachholder

6 Pat Segel

6 Anne Bedard

7 Bob Jackson

10 Anne Branstrator

12 David Clough

13 Taylor Kremer

13 Aleks Lesiewicz

14 Russell Yohn (Bob Jones)

Kudos to:

Mila Brinker for hosting a pizza party for 
th ththe 6 -8  grade class. - the Green 

Sanctuary Committee for “turning us 

on” to energy-saving CFL light bulbs! 

There are still some left—help yourself 

at the GS display table in Fellowship 

Hall. - Mike Moutrie for replacing the sump pump. 

Bob Sandidge for organizing Movies that Matter and 

creating a new discussion list.  The newsletter crew:  

Bob Sandidge, Todd Underwood and Jackie Van 

DeWarker who each month work together to get us the 

newsletter. EVERYONE who has donated raw materials 

and helping hands, time, thought and energy toward 

making the Land of Oz and Emerald City. You're the 

best! 

Ways to Be in Touch
Church Office            847.888.0668

Web site            www.uuce.org

PodCast                          uuce.libsyn.com

Schedule an event          uuce.org/event-scheduling.html

Newsletter submissions      newsletter@uuce.org

Board President: Lydia Larrabee           

Unichord Editor: 

    Bob Sandidge Newsletter@uuce.org   847.854.1111 

Due Dates

Order of Service                                   Wednesday PM

UNICHORD NEWS DUE                           Third Sunday

February Birthdays
16 Cheren Waller

17 Bud Geister

17 Kyle Brinker 

17 Steve Stultz

22 Sandy James

23 Savannah Underwood

23 Aaron Lonegra

24 Ayla Halberstadt 

24 Leslie Sawyer

25 Mark Rodda

26 Greg Schmidlin

27 Kelly Wall

29 Carl Deitrick

7 www.uuce.org

February to me is the middle of the winter 

for a number of reasons.  One is that the 

midpoint between the winter solstice and the 
 spring equinox falls on the 2nd.  On the 

pagan calendar, this is Imbolc or St. Brigid's 

Day, and in our American society, we 

celebrate, of course, Groundhog Day 

(especially in Woodstock and Punxatawny).  This is the point when daylight 

is clearly lasting longer each day, reminding us that spring is indeed 

coming.   

Another reason is that by February, I can finally remember to write the 

correct year on checks, and I really start looking forward to the spring.  I 

plan my garden, and I plan for excursions, workshops and vacations, all 

things to look forward to in the coming months.  This helps me get through 

the cold and sometime white precipitation.

I want to invite you also to use February as a way to plan for your year.  
thOur Service Auction in the Land of Oz will be on February 16 ,a great time 

to bid on a wide range of social events and services that you can enjoy 

through the next year.  You can also bid on items in the silent auction that 

may brighten your winter.  Whatever you do, it's a two-fer:  you get to 

enjoy the excellent party, get something to enjoy in the future, and you 

support the church in this, our main fundraiser.  What's not to like? Come 

on out and see what treasures await along the yellow brick road.    . 

There are other activities brewing at UUCE that you can plan into your year.  

The Church will benefit from a Social Justice Workshop led by UUA 

facilitators (Unitarian Universalist Association).  This will be a weekend 

where as a Church we will look at the social justice efforts we are doing 

now and learn how to do more and integrate it further into the life of the 

church, in keeping with our emerging vision.  The workshop is scheduled for 

February 29 - March 2. (see the notice on page 4) 

Another group brewing up opportunities is our Growth and Vitality Team.  

For those who don't know we are part of a regional grouping of churches 

called the Central Midwest District. Right now, UUCE is the happy recipient 

of UUA and District consultant support as part of a two-year long pilot 

program exploring how to support churches of our size in nurturing and 

cultivating our church life in all areas.  Our Team—Pat Pecho, Alice Macy, 

Diana Jyoti, Manish Jyoti, Greg Ward, Kathy Underwood, Tony Dean, 

Elizabeth Olson, Kathy Hislip, and Kevin Sweeney— have been attending 

workshops and working with a District consultant since last fall. They plan to 

offer a workshop to the congregation to share what they are learning and 

involve us all in what is a very stimulating and exciting process.  Watch for 

a notice on this coming soon.

There are of course many other things going on in the church and I invite 

you to use whatever opportunities you can to be involved in the life of the 

church.  Community is at our core, and when we participate, we get to 

know each other more deeply.  It is together that we create a healthy 

nurturing Church. What better way to warm ourselves in midwinter.

                   Lydia
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facilitators (Unitarian Universalist Association).  This will be a weekend 

where as a Church we will look at the social justice efforts we are doing 

now and learn how to do more and integrate it further into the life of the 

church, in keeping with our emerging vision.  The workshop is scheduled for 

February 29 - March 2. (see the notice on page 4) 

Another group brewing up opportunities is our Growth and Vitality Team.  

For those who don't know we are part of a regional grouping of churches 

called the Central Midwest District. Right now, UUCE is the happy recipient 

of UUA and District consultant support as part of a two-year long pilot 

program exploring how to support churches of our size in nurturing and 

cultivating our church life in all areas.  Our Team—Pat Pecho, Alice Macy, 

Diana Jyoti, Manish Jyoti, Greg Ward, Kathy Underwood, Tony Dean, 

Elizabeth Olson, Kathy Hislip, and Kevin Sweeney— have been attending 

workshops and working with a District consultant since last fall. They plan to 

offer a workshop to the congregation to share what they are learning and 

involve us all in what is a very stimulating and exciting process.  Watch for 

a notice on this coming soon.

There are of course many other things going on in the church and I invite 

you to use whatever opportunities you can to be involved in the life of the 

church.  Community is at our core, and when we participate, we get to 

know each other more deeply.  It is together that we create a healthy 

nurturing Church. What better way to warm ourselves in midwinter.

                   Lydia



The Unitarian Universalist Church of Elgin
P.O. Box 1032
Elgin, IL 60121 (847) 888-0668

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED
www.uuce.org

WE’RE OFF TO SEE THE WIZARD ....
Saturday February 16, 2008 

 5:30 to 10:00 PM 

  5:30 - 7PM - Silent Auction and Appetisers

  7:00 - 8PM - Aunt Em’s (Cheren’s) Country Feast

  7:45 PM     - Silent Auction Closes

  8:00 PM     - Parade to the Emerald City where  
  Shawn Dunning presides over the Auction of Oz.

  Suggested Dinner Donation:
  
  $8 to 15 per Adult    -   $5 per child
    Includes Appetizers, Dinner & Beverages
    Reserve NOW. Pay at the event

Make your reservations at the front table in F.H. or 
on line www.uuceHolidy.com

Please RSVP by February 9th to assist us in planning. 
This is an adult event with child care for the 
youngers.  


