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by Alice Macy
In keeping with our theme, GIVING, WE GROW, the 

2003 Annual Canvass will kick off with a Garden Party on 
Canvass Sunday, March 2. You are invited to “graze” with us 

in Fellowship Hall immediately 
following the service. (You won’t 
want to miss the surprise 
entertainment during the Canvass 
Sunday service.) Another Garden 
Party will be held on March 9 
following the Music Sunday service. 

 Growth in several forms is the 
theme of  the Annual Canvass. If 
our church seeks to grow in 

ministry, programming, outreach and spirituality, as well as 
in numbers, there needs to be growth in our financial base 
as well. We hope that when you are contacted during the 
Annual Canvass, which runs from March 2 to March 16, 
you will consider your vision for this faith community and 
respond with a generous pledge. 

But the canvass is about much more than raising money; 
it is about building community and deepening commitment 
to the church. To this end, four questions will appear on 
the pledge form:

What is the most important endeavor that this 
congregation could undertake in the next three years?
What challenges do you see facing UUCE in the next 
three years?

!

!

For four Sundays in February, the children and youth of  
our church delved into world customs and the many faces 
of  peace. This year’s Fine Arts programs were developed 
by our Director of  Religious Education, the R.E. Council 
and the volunteer teachers for each age group. Their work 
culminated with a wonderful intergenerational Sunday 
service on February 23.

Mila Brinker and Todd Underwood worked with the 
3rd-5th Graders and focused on parts of  Japan’s peace 
history. The kids made paper cranes and peace slips, and 
then facilitated the congregation in making their own 
peace slips to hang throughout the sanctuary.

The Preschoolers 

learning about African culture.

were led by Chris Davis, Laura 
Masonick, Melanie Davis, and Sarah Davis and spent their 
class time 

The K-2 kids were led by Cheren Waller and Lisa 
Kerpoe. They learned about Native American cultures, 
including tribal peace councils. In the intergenerational 
service they beat their homemade drums while dancing 
around the sanctuary.

The 6th-8th Graders were taught by Katherine Brosier 
and Janeen Vanko. Their focus was on the Diary of Anne 
Frank and several child victims of the Holocaust. Each of  
these students present at the intergenerational service read 
a short biography of  one of  these children. The service 
also featured four of  our High School youth reading an 
adaptation of  Mark Twain’s “The War Prayer”.

We can all feel a little better knowing that our kids have 
been exposed to a variety of  ways to make peace!
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I joined my first Unitarian 
Universalist church when I was in 
my early 30s. It was the first 
religious community I chose to 
join—the first one I had 
participated in since I was a child. 
After I signed the membership 
book I was asked to make a financial pledge and I 
decided that $10 a month wouldn’t be too painful. It is 
an understatement to say I didn’t make a lot of money at 
that time, but even so I could have contributed 
significantly more. My decision was based on what 
would be financially easy for me.

The church was a small fellowship without a minister 
or a building. The congregation seemed to be making 
ends meet financially so I figured whatever I contributed 
was gravy. I failed to understand that in such a 
community it is important to look beyond subsistence to 
a vision of  what could be. The pledge I made that first 
year helped the church merely survive instead of  
supporting the efforts to become a more relevant and 
meaningful community—a more significant liberal 
religious presence in the area. 

It takes a number of  things to grow a thriving 
community. It takes a clear sense of  mission and vision; 
effective leadership; the investment of people’s hearts, 
minds and energy—and it takes cold hard cash. And this 
cold hard cash comes from us—the church community. 
It is raised, for the most part, through our annual 
canvass that we hold every March. What is raised has a 
significant impact on how well we care for what we have, 
and very importantly, what we become. 

In the coming days leading up to the annual canvass I 
urge you to take some time to think about what you have 
in this church community, and what could be if  we had 
the financial resources. Appreciate, envision, and pledge 
to go beyond “making ends meet”. 

From the
 Minister

Rev. Dan Brosier

7:00p Buddhist 
Meditation 
Group -S

9:00a Unichords

7:00p Book Group
-O

7:00p Membership 
Com.

7:15p Barn Bells
-203

7:00p Buddhist 
Meditation 
Group -S

9:00a Unichords

7:00p Board of 
Trustees 
Meeting
-FH

7:15p Barn Bells
-203

7:00p Finance 
Com. -FH

7:00p Buddhist 
Meditation 
Group -S

St. Patrick’s Day

9:00a Unichords
9:00a Social Just.
10:00aBarn Bells
12:30pVisioning 

Session
Newsletter 
Deadline

9:00a Quilting 
Group
-FH

6:00p Circle 
Suppers

7:00p Church 
Council

7:15p Barn Bells
-203

7:00p Buddhist 
Meditation 
Group -S

9:00a Unichords
9:00a RE Council
9:00a Blood Drive
10:00aBarn Bells
12:30pGreen Sanc.
12:30pGarden 

Party

7:00p Com on the 
Ministry

7:00p P.R. Com.
7:15p Barn Bells

-203

7:00p Buddhist 
Meditation 
Group -S

9:00a Unichords
9:30a Worship 

Com.
12:15p PATH 

Group -203
12:30p Garden 

Party

TENDING OUR COMMUNITY
It is impossible to adequately tell you how much this community 

means to me. In the emergency room after I broke my ankle, I looked 
up to see Dan enter my room. I knew at that moment that I would be 
OK. How could I not with my church behind me? The visits, the 
flowers, the cards were all wonderful reminders. 

But my feelings go beyond just the people themselves and extend 
to what we share as UU’s—our common core. Perhaps a story will 
help explain what I mean. On Tuesday after the surgery, I sat 
watching another re-run on TV—this time it was MASH. That’s when 
I heard, once again, a classic Col. Potter quote. Potter had just put in a 
call to the head of  Army Clergy at the Pentagon. Turning to Klinger 
he said, “The man answers his own phone, must be a Unitarian”.

Now, I’ve given up trying to figure out Col. Potter’s meaning 
behind this one-liner. But some thoughts do come to mind, which 
could help explain why this admirable trait might be attributed to 
UU’s. A UU Minister might answer his or her own phone because he 
or she:

! Was humbled by the realization that this time on earth may well 
be all the time she has to reach out to others.

! Was realistic enough to know he was operating under a tight 
budget. 

! Had the compassion and caring that comes from the heart and 
mind, not the dictates of  some higher authority. 

! Realized the power of linking directly with others in this world.

All of  the above explanations work for me. When times are hard 
and I need comfort, it is my UU faith with its firm roots in the here 
and now that help me reach deep into my own inner self  for strength. 
It is knowing that others in the UU community are there for me 
because they really care that is my support. The UU religion is more 
than enough to see me through.

This is why I do the work I do as Community Development 
Coordinator, I want others to find our church. I see this church as 
inclusive, open to all, and deeply rooted in community values. We 
can’t not grow if we reach out into the community, and then truly 
welcome and work to include those who come to join us as part of  
their religious journey. After all, if they “answer their own phone” and 
listen to their own heart they may well “be Unitarians”. 

Thanks for being there and thanks for being UU.
Linda Porter

IN THE EVENT OF A TORNADO
Customarily in the event of  a tornado people are 
advised to find a location within a building away from 
windows and as low as possible. In terms of  our 
building on the first floor this would include: the 
bathrooms, the hallway outside the bathrooms and the 
hallway outside the church office. The crawl space 
would also offer another low windowless location, and 
the opening to that is located in the furnace room off  
of  the Fellowship Hall.

!

!

What can UUCE do to better nurture you and other members 
and friends?
Are you willing to do specific tasks for the church that would 
help reduce its operating expenses? For example, cleaning, 
mowing, and other maintenance activities.

If  you have any questions about the Annual Canvass, please 
contact one of  the members of  the Canvass Committee: Paul 
Anderson, Joe Masonick, Leslie Sawyer, Cheren Waller, Rusty 
Winchel, Alice Macy and Dennis Schwank, co-chairs.

GIVING, WE GROW (continued from page 1)
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GIVING, WE GROW (continued from page 1)
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Announcements

BOOK GROUP

CIRCLE OF LIFE
We celebrate with Paul and Suzanne Hanifl the birth of  their 
granddaughter Zibby Irene Hanifl. Daughter Kerry gave birth to 
Zibby on February 8.

You are warmly invited to join the members of the Book Group 
at any of  their upcoming meetings, which begin at 7:00 pm.

February 28 - “John Adams” by David McCullough.
At the home of  Dotty Carringi.

March 28 - “The Lovely Bones” by Alice Sebold.
At the home of  Denise Benson.

April 25 - “Life of  Pi” by Yann Martel.
At the home of  Diana March.

May 30 - “The Woman in White” by Wilkie Collins.
At the home of  Shirley Wolin.

FIRESIDE CHAT ON MARCH 30
Are you new to our church? Would you welcome a chance to 
hear a bit more about the Unitarian Universalist Church of Elgin 
(UUCE) in a relaxed atmosphere? At Fireside Chats, you are 
invited to gather over refreshments with other new friends of  
our church, the minister and a few church members. These 
informal events offer opportunities for those gathered to share a 
bit about themselves and to chat about the history of  our UUCE, 
as well as Unitarian Universalism. The next Fireside Chat will be 
held at the church on Sunday, March 30 from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. 
Childcare will be provided. Sign-up sheets for this event will be 
located on the information table and in the back of  the 
Fellowship Hall. For more information, contact Linda Porter.

WORLD RELIGIONS CALENDARS AND T-SHIRTS 
If  you recently purchased a calendar or t-shirt, please see Kathy 
Underwood.

WISH LIST

· A new VCR for the nursery.

· A few volunteers to register donors and serve juice and 
cookies during the Blood Drive on March 9.

UUCE INITIATES FIRST BLOOD DRIVE 
On Sunday, March 9th, the UUCE will hold its first Blood Drive 
for the Heartland Blood Center. The drive will last from 9:00 am 
- 1:00 pm and hopes to provide over 35 pints of blood for local 
hospitals and medical facilities. Donors will be assessed for 
eligibility and donate blood on site. Heartland will be bringing 
equipment to allow up to six individuals to donate blood every 20 
minutes from 9:00 am - 1:00 p.m. They will continue through the 
Music Sunday Service, and attempts will be made to make music 
audible at the donation site. If  you are interested in donating, 
please sign up in advance for a slot on the clipboard at church or 
by e-mailing Kim Cecil.

WORLD RELIGIONS
The session on Hinduism scheduled for March 16 is being 
postponed until May 18.

We are saddened by the news that Jackie Van De Warker’s sister, 
Pat Cox, has died.

Kudos to:
Thanks to the Auction Committee 
including Doug Pratt, Lisa Kerpoe, Kevin 
Webster, Cheren Waller, Debbie Prebys, 
and Bonnie Schwank and all of  the 
volunteers for their work and the resulting 
$6,500 raised for the church; to Steve 
Askins for performing and emceeing for 
the evening; to Andy Carey for his work 
on the kitchen cabinetry (final touches should be completed 
soon); to all the Burn the Mortgage Contributors who 
helped us to retire a loan from the Hanifls to make us 
essentially debt-free; to the Hanifls for their generosity and 
patience; to Brian Wenberg and Karen Nunn for 
chaperoning the YRUU lock-in in February; and to Mitch 
Kremer and Andrea Schmidlin for working with the youth 
in starting the development of  a youth group.

SPIRITUALITY IN EVERYDAY LIVING
Spirituality is not something that is experienced only on Sundays 
in church. Explore some of  the ways people express and 
experience their spirituality in everyday activities. Facilitated by 
Lisa Kerpoe, this workshop will be held on Tuesday evenings at 
7:00 pm from March 4-April 8. Cost is $10 per participant. The 
sign-up sheet is located in the Fellowship Hall.

EASY TO MAKE A DONATION
It’s easy to make a donation to the Food Pantry. Just throw some 
non-perishable food items or toiletries into your shopping cart 
when you go shopping. Deposit these into the large blue plastic 
container designated for pantry donations in our Fellowship Hall 
on Pantry Sunday, March 2, or on any Sunday during the month.
The staff  at the All Peoples Inter-Faith Pantry indicated a special 
need for face soap along with the old standbys of  cereal, peanut 
butter, jelly, tuna, juice, rice and canned meats.

PLANT SALE! 
Mark your calendar now!! On Sunday, May 4, the UUCE 
QUUilters will host a plant sale during coffee hour. Grown from 
seed in peat pots, all seedlings will be HAND-SOWN by real live 
quilters! We anticipate offering several annuals and perennials, 
including: 
Vinca, Viola, Delphinium, Phlox, Morning Glory, Honeysuckle, 
Lamb’s Ears, Columbine, Moss Roses, Jacob’s Ladder, Feverfew, 
Dame’s Rocket, Cosmos, Five-Spot, and in limited quantities 
Chalice Flower (seen at right, aka 
Kitaibelia Vitifolia)!
Seedlings may need to be hardened off  
(gradually exposed to natural climate) 
before planting outdoors. And as 
grown-ups know, plants should not be 
eaten by children and other living 
things, except possibly the feverfew, 
which known as a preventive for 
migraines. All proceeds benefit the Round 
Window Fund. Contact Donna Askins for further info.

Month of Sundays

March

2 What Kind of  People Do We 
Want To Become?
We become who we want to be by 
acting on our beliefs. Belief  
without action doesn’t do much to 
change us or the world. Service 
led by the Rev. Dan Brosier

9 Music Sunday
This is our annual Spring Music 
Sunday during which we enjoy 
and celebrate the music of  this 
church. Come early to get a seat. 
Service led by the Rev. Dan 
Brosier.

16 What Do You Know?
During this service a few lucky 
souls will have the opportunity to 
demonstrate their knowledge of  
Unitarian Universalist history and 
win fabulous prizes!. Service led 
by the Rev. Dan Brosier.

23 Stopping and Looking Deeply 
in the Buddhist Mindfulness 
Tradition
Jack Lawlor, True Direction, 
former President of  the Buddhist 
Council of  the Midwest and 
ordained by Thich Nhat Hanh as 
a Dharma teacher will speak on 
how we can all benefit from 
stopping and looking deeply as we 
live our lives.

30 The Limits of  Caring
We all struggle with the limits of  
our caring. In this service we 
explore those limits. Service led by 
the Rev. Dan Brosier.

SERVICES BEGIN AT 10:45am
WE LOOK FORWARD TO SEEING YOU

All Church Visioning Session 
Sunday, March 16, 12:30 - 3:00 pm
Lunch and Child Care Provided

There are times in life when you just want to do something to 
improve the world. The time has arrived to ENVISION OUR 
FUTURE together and create the foundation for a three-year 
strategic plan. So on March 16, after the service, we want you to check 
your doubts at the door and form a collective vision by voicing your 
dreams for our church in a small group. Later in the afternoon, the 
small groups will gather into one large group and integrate their ideas 
into one unified collection of  concepts and ideas about how we want 
our church to look in the future. 

Every person has important ideas to contribute. Only with the 
presence of  all of  our diverse talents, personalities and needs can we 
create an authentic view of  who we want to become. So set the 
date aside as a critical moment in the life of  this congregation. Stay 
after church for lunch. Child care will be provided. Professional 
facilitators will guide us through a process to name and conceptualize 
our dreams. 

DISTRICT NEWS
The Central Midwest District’s Annual Meeting and conference will be 
held on April 4-5 in Evanston.  It features a light supper and welcome 
activities on Friday evening with worship, workshops, and more on 
Saturday.  The Keynote presentation will address “Pushing the Comfort 
Zone:  Engaging in Diverse Community” by Dr. Sharon Welch.  Dr. 
Welch is  author of  Sweet Dreams in America:  Making Ethics and 
Spirituality Work and  A Feminist Ethic of  Risk.  Saturday morning 
workshops include topics such as community ministers, personnel 
issues, social justice, and growth. Also, our own Green Sanctuary 
chairpersons, Mary Alice Masonick and Dave Segel, will be presenting a 
workshop about the seventh UU principle and their program here at 
UUCE.  In the afternoon, workshop topics include: worship through 
the visual arts, sexuality education, young adult ministry, conflict, 
covenant groups, and singing for our lives.  Fees for the conference 
include child care and are $60.00 before 3/2/03 and $80 after.  
Discounts apply for students and teens.  If  you would like more 
information, consult the district website at www.cmwd-uua.org.

Steve Askins (left) was the Master of  Ceremonies for the 
very successful 2003 Annual Service Auction on February 8.
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non-perishable food items or toiletries into your shopping cart 
when you go shopping. Deposit these into the large blue plastic 
container designated for pantry donations in our Fellowship Hall 
on Pantry Sunday, March 2, or on any Sunday during the month.
The staff  at the All Peoples Inter-Faith Pantry indicated a special 
need for face soap along with the old standbys of  cereal, peanut 
butter, jelly, tuna, juice, rice and canned meats.

PLANT SALE! 
Mark your calendar now!! On Sunday, May 4, the UUCE 
QUUilters will host a plant sale during coffee hour. Grown from 
seed in peat pots, all seedlings will be HAND-SOWN by real live 
quilters! We anticipate offering several annuals and perennials, 
including: 
Vinca, Viola, Delphinium, Phlox, Morning Glory, Honeysuckle, 
Lamb’s Ears, Columbine, Moss Roses, Jacob’s Ladder, Feverfew, 
Dame’s Rocket, Cosmos, Five-Spot, and in limited quantities 
Chalice Flower (seen at right, aka 
Kitaibelia Vitifolia)!
Seedlings may need to be hardened off  
(gradually exposed to natural climate) 
before planting outdoors. And as 
grown-ups know, plants should not be 
eaten by children and other living 
things, except possibly the feverfew, 
which known as a preventive for 
migraines. All proceeds benefit the Round 
Window Fund. Contact Donna Askins for further info.

Month of Sundays

March

2 What Kind of  People Do We 
Want To Become?
We become who we want to be by 
acting on our beliefs. Belief  
without action doesn’t do much to 
change us or the world. Service 
led by the Rev. Dan Brosier

9 Music Sunday
This is our annual Spring Music 
Sunday during which we enjoy 
and celebrate the music of  this 
church. Come early to get a seat. 
Service led by the Rev. Dan 
Brosier.

16 What Do You Know?
During this service a few lucky 
souls will have the opportunity to 
demonstrate their knowledge of  
Unitarian Universalist history and 
win fabulous prizes!. Service led 
by the Rev. Dan Brosier.

23 Stopping and Looking Deeply 
in the Buddhist Mindfulness 
Tradition
Jack Lawlor, True Direction, 
former President of  the Buddhist 
Council of  the Midwest and 
ordained by Thich Nhat Hanh as 
a Dharma teacher will speak on 
how we can all benefit from 
stopping and looking deeply as we 
live our lives.

30 The Limits of  Caring
We all struggle with the limits of  
our caring. In this service we 
explore those limits. Service led by 
the Rev. Dan Brosier.

SERVICES BEGIN AT 10:45am
WE LOOK FORWARD TO SEEING YOU

All Church Visioning Session 
Sunday, March 16, 12:30 - 3:00 pm
Lunch and Child Care Provided

There are times in life when you just want to do something to 
improve the world. The time has arrived to ENVISION OUR 
FUTURE together and create the foundation for a three-year 
strategic plan. So on March 16, after the service, we want you to check 
your doubts at the door and form a collective vision by voicing your 
dreams for our church in a small group. Later in the afternoon, the 
small groups will gather into one large group and integrate their ideas 
into one unified collection of  concepts and ideas about how we want 
our church to look in the future. 

Every person has important ideas to contribute. Only with the 
presence of  all of  our diverse talents, personalities and needs can we 
create an authentic view of  who we want to become. So set the 
date aside as a critical moment in the life of  this congregation. Stay 
after church for lunch. Child care will be provided. Professional 
facilitators will guide us through a process to name and conceptualize 
our dreams. 

DISTRICT NEWS
The Central Midwest District’s Annual Meeting and conference will be 
held on April 4-5 in Evanston.  It features a light supper and welcome 
activities on Friday evening with worship, workshops, and more on 
Saturday.  The Keynote presentation will address “Pushing the Comfort 
Zone:  Engaging in Diverse Community” by Dr. Sharon Welch.  Dr. 
Welch is  author of  Sweet Dreams in America:  Making Ethics and 
Spirituality Work and  A Feminist Ethic of  Risk.  Saturday morning 
workshops include topics such as community ministers, personnel 
issues, social justice, and growth. Also, our own Green Sanctuary 
chairpersons, Mary Alice Masonick and Dave Segel, will be presenting a 
workshop about the seventh UU principle and their program here at 
UUCE.  In the afternoon, workshop topics include: worship through 
the visual arts, sexuality education, young adult ministry, conflict, 
covenant groups, and singing for our lives.  Fees for the conference 
include child care and are $60.00 before 3/2/03 and $80 after.  
Discounts apply for students and teens.  If  you would like more 
information, consult the district website at www.cmwd-uua.org.

Steve Askins (left) was the Master of  Ceremonies for the 
very successful 2003 Annual Service Auction on February 8.
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This past co-president and treasurer 
of  our congregation is an 
accomplished orchid farmer. 

(answer will appear in the next Unichord)
February’s Who Am I  was Kim Cecil.

Who Am I?

With the culmination of  our Fine Arts 
Program in February, it is back to 
religious education classes in March. 
We will be continuing with our theme 
of  world religions. Our teachers for 
this half  of  the year are: Chris Davis 
and Katherine Brosier- preschool; 
Cheren Waller and Kevin Webster- K-

nd rd th
2  grade; Mila Brinker and Laurie Kiesewetter- 3 -5  grade; Sam 

th th
Franzmann and Diana Skipworth- 6 -8  grade; and Noreen 
Halberstadt, Mitch Kremer, Doug Pratt and Elise Wall  High 
School. We are also continuing with teachers’ assistants in three of  
the classrooms. On March 9, all classes will stay in the service for 
Music Sunday. Here’s a look at the lessons for March:
Preschool: Mar. 2 “My World Has Air”

16 “My World Has Darkness”
23 Bake cookies or brownies
30 “My World Has Light”

nd
K-2 : Mar. 2 “God Creates and Names”

16 “Mother Mawu Wants Peace”
23 “Many Paths to God”
30 “God Comes to Us in Dreams”

rd th3 -5 : Mar. 2 “Mardi Gras”
16 “St. Patrick's Day”
23 “No Ruz”
30 “Powamu”

th th6 -8 : Mar. 2 “Pillars and Principles”
16 “Pilgrimage to Mecca”
23 “African Religions”
30 “Dead Who Aren’t Dead Yet”

OWL Mar. 1-2 “Lovemaking/Masturbation/ 
Autoerotic-Asphyxiation”

16 “Conception, Pregnancy, Birth”
23 Attend Regular RE Classes
30 Attend Regular RE Classes

YRUU (Sr. High) The class is choosing topics for discussion 
based on articles from newspapers and 

rd
magazines. On the 23  they will go out for 
brunch.

Kathy Underwood
Director of  Religious Education

Kathy Underwood, DRE

Religious 
Education

3 QUESTIONS FOR NEW MEMBER ANDY CAREY
a. Where do you live?

I have been living in Crystal Lake for the 
last 2 ½ years.

b. Do you have any hobbies or special 
talents? 
Antiques, carpentry, projects around my 
home, motorcycling, watching any kind 
of  motorsports and music.

d. Where is your favorite vacation spot 
or your “dream vacation”? 
Jamaica.MAY DAY BIRTHDAY  

Mark your calendars now to join the Religious Education 
Council at our annual birthday potluck. This year, our birthday 
celebration will be held on May 18 at 12:30pm. Look for more 
details in the April Unichord.

YOUNG ADULT LUNCH
All young adults (18-35) are invited to meet for lunch at 
12:30pm on April 13 following the service. This informal 
gathering will give us the chance to meet each other and talk 
about how our needs are unique within the church community. 
Facilitated by Kathy Underwood and Linda Porter.

I remember being new at this 
church.  It wasn’t that long ago that 
I discovered this religion that I had 
always been looking for—that I 
encountered this amazing group of  
highly-evolved, extremely intelligent 
and compassionate people in a well-
organized and self-supporting 
community.  I remember finding 
friends who helped me get involved 
and use my skills.  I remember my 
first Circle Suppers and getting to 
know people who I hadn’t come 
across in other ways.  The Seven 
Principles were very easy to espouse and already complicated 
to fulfill.  It was all very ideal…

It’s still all true, and then some.  It turns out that highly-
evolved people still have warts and scars in some places and 
that well-organized communities grow and change and need to 
adapt.  As it happens my friends at church have stood by me 
during some difficult moments and sometimes these days I 
think my skills could use a little more rest.  Clearly, principled 
people are struggling to maintain their integrity and sometimes 
fall a bit short.

The infatuation of  that first phase is unparalleled for 
excitement.  Still, the imperfections make the experience more 
real, more authentic.  Life is ultimately about making the most 
of  what life gives us.  I find that the Board of Directors has a 
synergy that offers better decisions than an individual could 
make on his or her own.  The process of  collectively writing 
policies challenges all of  us to listen more deeply than we 
normally would and integrate all of  our opinions and 
experiences to create the best possible solutions.  Soon, you 
will have the opportunity to read a Sexual Abuse Prevention 
Policy for our church that is ambitious and carefully thought 
out.  It incorporates concerns for children and unconditional 
positive regard for any person accused of  abuse.  It is a tribute 
to the commitment of  this Board, to our organization and our 
principles.  It reminds me why I am honored to serve this 
community, with full knowledge of  its gifts and flaws.

Peace, 

Kim

Ways to Get in Touch
Church Office 847-888-0668
Web site www.uuce.org
Newsletter Submissions newsletter@uuce.org

Board President
Kim Cecil
Newsletter Editor:
Todd Underwood

Deadlines
Order of  Service Thursday PM
Unichord March 16

Kim’s Korner

Kim Cecil
Board President

March Birthdays
3 Jackie Van De Warker

5 Trisha Dean

5 Lars Anderson

5 Bridget Lucas

8 Robin Peterson

11 Melanie Davis

12 Dick Fields

15 Joe Cusimano

16 Mary Shelden

18 Dan Laux

19 Matthew Benson

23 Bruce Kiesewetter

27 Jamie Kiesewetter

30 Chuck Jeffries

30 Suzanne Hanifl

31 Jim Burnidge

GREEN CORNER
Q: How can you save energy, money and the environment with 

a simple twist of  the wrist??
A: Change your household light bulbs to Compact Fluorescent 

Lightbulbs (CFLs)! 

In Illinois, our electricity is primarily produced at coal burning 
and nuclear power plants, which cause serious environmental 
problems, including acid rain and toxic waste. By replacing the 
incandescent bulbs in your home with CFLs, you can reduce your 
consumption of  energy and the environmental problems related 
to its production. 

A CFL uses 75% less electricity than an incandescent bulb to 
produce the same amount of  light. In addition, CFLs last 13 times 
longer, so they save time, too! CFLs are available in many sizes 
and wattages. The Green Sanctuary Committee will be selling 
CFLs in March as a service to the church community. See the 
display in the Fellowship Hall for details. 

Soon, you will be saving money and helping our environment 
with a simple twist of  your wrist!

WAYS TO GET INVOLVED:
! Have a good long conversation with your Canvasser 

and pledge!
! Attend the Visioning Session on March 16 from 

12:30 - 3:00pm
! Sign up for Spirituality in Everyday Life
! Attend qUUilter’s Group on 3/15 anytime between 

9:00 and 3:00pm
! Attend Buddhist Meditation on any Monday from 

7:00 - 9:00pm
! Join the Book Group on 3/28

Kim Cecil and Carl Deitrich prepare to cut the cake celebrating the 
successful end to the Burn the Mortgage campaign.

Members of  the congregation got the chance to reveal themselves 
to their young “Secret Friends” after the service on February 9.
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HAPPY 100th BIRTHDAY TEDDY BEAR!
Rev. Dan Brosier helped celebrate the 100th birthday of  the 
Teddy Bear during the service on February 16. Those who 
brought their own Teddys to church proudly displayed them 
and four of  them won honorary titles. Charles Landauer’s 
bear won the prize for oldest—at least 50 years—and most 
traveled, having joined Charles when he was a small child in 
Holland. Joe Masonick brought the smallest bear, Morgen 
Rodemaker’s “Grumpy Old Daddy Bear” was the biggest, 
and Laura Masonick’s bear, attired in natty blue overalls, was 
awarded the prize for “best dressed”.


