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The Family Activities Team is sponsoring a Games Night here at the UUCE on March 13 from 7 
to 9 pm. We plan to have games for all ages and, of course, snacks. A clipboard is out for sign up 
which will help us with planning enough snacks and games. Please mark your calendars and sign 
up. The evening will be a chance for people of all ages to connect and have some fun. 

Please feel free to bring your favorite game along! If you have any questions you can ask Amy 
Hill or Ann Kremer.
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S E E D I N G  A  P R A I R I E  F E S T
by Todd Underwood  (photos by Mary Alice Masonick)

A vital community keeps offering new programs and 
ideas to keep its members involved. An idea that has been 
buzzing around our church for over a year now is to create 
an annual fall festival centered on our beautiful prairie 
landscaping. The festival would offer great possibilities for 
introducing people to our church and for creating  
connections. 

Thanks to a newly-formed group of devotees, this 
“Prairie Fest” is becoming a reality and will take place at 
our church on October 2, 2004. It has been envisioned to 
include such things as:

! Musical performances
! Booths (informational, crafts and food)
! Mini-workshops
! A keynote speaker
! Interactive activities
! Self-guided tours
! Historic information about the area.

The UUCE landscape and grounds are a natural treasure 
and many of us have expressed a desire to share them 
with the surrounding communities. While the event may 

end up raising money for the church, its focus is on sharing 
education and fun. 

Linda Porter and Kathy Hislip have agreed to be the lead 
contacts for the Prairie Fest Seed Team. The team’s mission is 
to “honor the interconnected web of which we are a part 
through shared celebration of  our eco-system. We will reach 
out to the larger community, inviting them to gather with us 
in and around our ‘prairie cathedral’ in order to share simple 
gifts, learn from one another, and have fun.” 

Current members are (in addition to Linda and Kathy) 
Suzanne Hanifl, Dan Brosier, Mary Alice Masonick, Laurie 
Kiesewetter, Elizabeth Olson, Edythe Nagler, Jack Berry, 
Andrea Schmidlin, and Todd Underwood. To make this event 
as successful as possible, we will be needing a lot of help 
from the congregation at large.

If  the idea of Prairie Fest inspires you, we would love to 
have you join us at our next planning meeting on Sunday, 
March 7, at 12:30. If you can’t make it, but have ideas about 
suitable activities or performers, please contact one of the 
members of the team to share your valued input.
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The following was written by Victoria 

Safford, minister, White Bear UU 

Church, St. Paul, Minnesota.   It is 

published in her collection of  meditations 

entitled Walking Toward Morning.

In a cemetery, once, I found a 
soothing epitaph. The name of the deceased and dates had 
been scoured away by wind and rain, but there was a 
carving of a tree with roots and branches (a classic 
nineteenth century motif) and among them the words, 
“She attended well and faithfully to a few worthy things.” 
At first this seemed to me a little meager, a little stingy on 
the part of  her survivors, but I wrote it down and have 
thought about it since, and now I can't imagine a more 
proud or satisfying legacy “She attended well and faithfully 
to a few worthy things.”

Every day I stand in danger of being struck by 
lightning and having the obituary in the local paper say for 
all the world to see: “She attended frantically and 
ineffectually to a great many unimportant, meaningless 
details.”

How do you want your obituary to read?
! “He got all the dishes washed and dried before 

playing with his children in the evening.”
-! “She balanced her checkbook with meticulous 

precision and never missed a day of work— 
missed a lot of' sunsets, missed a lot of love, 
missed a lot of risk, missed a lot --but her 
money was in order.”

! “She answered all her calls, all her e-mail, all her 
voicemail, but along the way she forgot to 
answer the call to service and compassion, and 
forgiveness, first and foremost of herself.”

! “He gave and forgave sparingly, without radical 
intention, without passion or conviction.”

! “She could not, or would not, hear the calling of 
her heart.”

How will it read, how does it read, and if you had to name 
a few worthy things to which you attend well and faithfully, 
what, I wonder, would they be?

From the
 Minister

Rev. Dan Brosier
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TENDING OUR COMMUNITY
I have just started doing interviews with some of our new 

members. The purpose of these interviews is to talk about their 
experience with our church over the time they have been active. 
They tell me that it was our welcoming attitude toward visitors, the 
community feeling within our congregation, and Dan’s sermons that 
made them come back after that first visit. It was our programming, 
however, that encouraged them to become a part of  our 
congregation — programming such as Adult Spirituality, Adult 
Sunday School and Covenant Groups; and special activities such as 
parties, picnics and special interest groups.

You will be hearing the term programming a lot over the next few 
months. Our canvass this year will ask you to support our church 
based upon its programs, and will seek input from you on this 
programming. And an entire section of the new Strategic Plan is 
dedicated to programming. This is no coincidence. As our church 
grows, the programs we offer people to help them connect with 
others become more and more critical. 

In order to offer the best programming, we need to know your 
thoughts about what programs you would like to see offered at our 
church in the future. You can give us this information in a number 
of  ways. First, take the time to carefully consider and answer the 
questions around programming that your canvasser will be asking 
this month. Second, let me know if  you have specific needs or 
interests — and would like to see a program started to meet those 
needs. Third, if you want to be part of  a more in-depth discussion 
around programming, join a group of us on Sunday, March 21 at 
12:30 in the Fellowship Hall to brainstorm the types of programs 
that will best serve the needs of our congregation as we grow. A 
snack and beverages will be provided. 

And finally, participate, participate, participate in programs that 
interest you. This is a wonderful way to get to know others while 
meeting your own personal need for spiritual growth, service, and 
community relationships. After all, isn’t that what being a member or 
friend of UUCE is all about?

Linda Porter, Community Development Coordinator.

Paul Anderson helped facilitate the January 31 Canvasser Training
at the home of  Dennis and Bonnie Schwank
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Announcements

BOOK GROUP

CIRCLE OF LIFE
We are saddened by the news of the death of Pat Pecho’s older 
brother Ken, and of the death of Ted Tecza. Our hearts are 
with  their loved ones as they mourn their loss.

We are overjoyed by the news that Steve and Brandi Talaga will  
be bringing home a son from Russia in March.

You are warmly invited to join the members of the Book Group 
at any of their upcoming meetings, which begin at 7:00 pm.

February 27 - “Dying Well” by Ira Byock
At the home of Dotty Carringi.

March 26 - “The Piano Tuner” by Daniel Mason.
At the home of Denise Benson.

April 23 - “The Da Vinci Code” by Dan Brown.
At the home of Helen Maxwell.

May 21 - “Kite Runner” by Khaled Hosseini.
At the home of Barbara Sugden.

UU STUFF SWAP
Are your kitchen drawers and cupboards bursting at the seams? 
Get a jump on your spring cleaning; bring in your surplus 
kitchen items on any Sunday in March and place them on the 
Stuff Swap table in Fellowship Hall. Then help yourself to 
anything you can use. In April we’ll focus on garden stuff, so 
keep us in mind when you’re cleaning out the garage. The Stuff 
Swap is sponsored by the Intentional Living Covenant Group. - 
Alice Macy

BREAKFAST IS ON THE FOOD PANTRY MENU
Breakfast is on the menu for donations to the All Peoples Inter-
faith Pantry. The Pantry staff indicated a need for breakfast 
cereal, powdered milk, juice and sugar.
Bring your contributions on Pantry Sunday, March 7, or anytime 
during the month. - Henny DuBois

SPRING RING
Seven members of the Unichords will be attending the Illinois 
Spring Ring at Salem Baptist Church in Chicago, on March 20. 
We have been very spoiled the past twenty-three years with the 
Spring Rings being held in Elgin or Palatine. This year anyone 
wishing to hear the concert at 5 PM will have to drive to l09th 
and Cottage Grove in Chicago. The seven of us are planning on 
doing a solo number. - Margot Cusimano

SOCIAL JUSTICE
P.A.D.S. NEEDS HELP FROM OUR R.E. KIDS
Homeless people need food and shelter, but they also need 
personal items. The Social Justice Committee is sponsoring a 
special collection from all of our R.E. classes, of things like 
soap, toothbrushes, toothpaste, lotions, shampoo, and 
deodorants — even laundry detergent and diapers!!! All items 
must be NEW and UNUSED and in SMALL containers. R.E. 
classes and parents will be contacted, and the collection will take 
place on Sunday, March 7. - Helen Maxwell

Kudos to:
Debbie and Eric Prebys for coordinating 
a very successful Service Auction that 
brought in $8,500; Eric Prebys for hanging 
the new church directory case; Alice Macy 
for accepting appointment as Treasurer; 
Dan Hislip  for negotiation of an option 
for lease with T-Mobile for land adjacent to 
the current cell tower; Jackie Van De 
Warker for producing new church directories, and Bonnie  
Schwank for collating them.

Month of Sundays
March
7 Music Sunday

Our semi-annual celebration of the 
music of our church community.  
Come listen to the music and let the 
spirit move your soul.  Service led by 
the Rev. Dan Brosier.

14 Those Who Have Inspired
Our heritage is filled with individuals 
who not only shaped our faith but 
also made a significant difference in 
the larger world.  In this service we 
celebrate some of that heritage.  
Service led by the Rev. Dan Brosier.

21 Taking Off  the Blinders
Sometimes we choose not to see so 
that we can ignore things that are 
not pleasant and thus avoid having 
to deal with certain aspects of reality.  
Such is the case, for a lot of us, 
around the issue of where the meat 
we consume comes from.  This 
service explores that issue.  Service 
led by the Rev. Dan Brosier.

28 Honoring Our Grandmothers
A traveling roadshow is brought to 
us by a number of women from our 
district who have participated in the 
Women and Religion Committee.  
This service honors our 
grandmothers and other women 
mentors in poetry, stories and song.  
Service led by the Worship 
Committee.

SERVICES BEGIN AT 10:45AM
WE LOOK FORWARD TO SEEING YOU

THE RESUL TS ARE IN!
We’d like to take this opportunity to thank everyone for helping to 

make this year’s service auction such a great success. It looks like the 
total costs (food, childcare, and auctioneer) were just about exactly 
covered by the admission charge and the 50/50, which means that the 
entire $8,500 raised by the auction will go directly to the church.

Speaking of the 50/50, the big winners were Cameron Kirk and 
Leslie Sawyer. Congratulations!

So many people helped that we can’t possibly thank them all by 
name, but some deserve special mention. First and foremost, we could 
never have done it without Kevin Webster handling the technical end, 
including the catalog.  Cheren Waller was responsible for the great 
food, both downstairs and for the kids — except of course for the 
wonderful jambalaya, which was prepared by Stan Forrester, and the 
red beams and rice, which were provided by Lydia Larrabee. Andrea 
Schmidlin and Kathy Hislip were responsible for setting up and 
coordinating the childcare, and Jim Burnidge lent a lot of his time 
throughout the whole process.

We were impressed with how many people volunteered to help set 
up, and pleasantly surprised at how many people stayed around to help 
with the cleanup.

Last but certainly not least, thanks to everyone who donated the 
items and services that made the auction possible! Great job, 
everybody! We’ve set some high standards for next year.

Sincerely,
Debbie and Eric Prebys
2004 Auction Co-Chairs

APRIL FOLLIES T ALENT SHO W
NOW’S YOUR CHANCE to take the singing out of the shower and 
onto the UU stage. Due to popular demand the UU Talent Show 
featuring THE SILVER FOXES will return on Saturday night, April 
24, at 7:00 pm. This year’s show will be called April Follies and we are 
looking for both performers and for people seeking entertainment. If 
you’d like to join our band of merry makers, look to sign up on the 
April Follies clipboard in Fellowship Hall. -Paul Anderson

WAYS TO FIND OUT OR SHARE
There are a number of ways that you can keep up-to-date and 
share information about what is happening at UUCE:

1. Join one of our UUCE e-lists. The uus@uuce.org list 
provides information on activities at the church and life 
events of our members, such as serious illness, 
hospitalizations, births, weddings and deaths. The 
uuce@yahoogroups.com is a forum for sharing personal 
opinions, concerns and articles with other UU’s at our 
church. All members are invited to join the lists, along with 
those who are actively involved in our church community 
but have not yet joined. Contact Linda Porter if you would 
like to be included on one, or both, of these lists.

2. Sign up to get the Unichord on a regular basis. All active 
members of our church receive the Unichord by mail 
and/or on-line (if requested). Newcomers to our 
congregation can ask to receive the newsletter for three to 
six months free. Others can receive the newsletter by mail 
by contributing $25 per year to the church to cover the cost 
of  printing and postage. And, of course, anyone can 
download the Unichord at our website www.uuce.org. The 
deadline for submitting articles to the newsletter is the third 
Sunday of every month. They should be submitted to Todd 
Underwood in the newsletter mailbox, or via e-mail at 
newsletter@uuce.org. 

3. Special announcements are printed weekly in our order of 
service at church. If  you have a church-related 
announcement for the order of service, place it in the 
church office mail box at church or send it via e-mail to 
office@uuce.org by Thursday evening prior to publication 
on Sunday. Announcements not submitted to the office can 
be read at church on Sunday during the service. 
Announcement forms are available at the clipboard area of 
the Fellowship Hall.

4. Check out the clipboards in the back of the Fellowship Hall 
to learn what events are happening in the near future, and to 
sign up to participate.

- Linda Porter, Community Development Coordinator

Helen Maxwell, Alice Macy, and Pat Pecho set the mood for the 
February 7 Service Auction — Mardi Gras style
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Announcement forms are available at the clipboard area of 
the Fellowship Hall.

4. Check out the clipboards in the back of the Fellowship Hall 
to learn what events are happening in the near future, and to 
sign up to participate.

- Linda Porter, Community Development Coordinator

Helen Maxwell, Alice Macy, and Pat Pecho set the mood for the 
February 7 Service Auction — Mardi Gras style
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Religious 
Education

Kathy Underwood, DRE

Last month was a busy one in 
religious education. We started off 
with the last week of our Fine 
Arts Program, which was a big 
success. The kids and youth 
seemed to enjoy learning about 
and doing different things than 
what they experience in their 
regular schooling. I can’t thank the 
adults who worked with our classes enough! They were: Ray 
Ables, Dave and Jennifer Briggs, Donna Brooks, Henny Du 
Bois, Kathy Hislip, Todd Underwood, Cheren Waller, and 
Norm Wilkinson. And then there were the assistants: Chris and 
Sarah Davis, Laura Masonick, Matt Rodda, and Kyle 
Underwood.

I also need to thank those who have helped in the 
classrooms and nursery in the past six weeks: Laurie 
Kiesewetter, Jill Lonegra, Linda Porter, Louette Rogers, Carol 
Schoengart, Andrea Schmidlin, Lenya Schug, Betsy Thrasher, 
and Emily Waldron. A special thanks goes to Paul and Susan 
Anderson, who have ended up in the nursery too often by 
default. I bet they are more relieved than anyone to have the 
new childcare system! Without this extra support—well, let’s 
just not go there!

We also had another successful Secret Friends program. 
Thanks to Mila Brinker and Chris Davis for coordinating it. I 
hope those who participated had a good time.

Looking ahead to March, the classes will be continuing with 
their regular schedules.

March 7 Music Sunday Intergenerational Service No RE 
classes; Childcare for 0-6 offered

March 14 Preschool: “Cooperation”
K-2: “Peaceful and Hurtful”
3-5: “Deciding for Peace and Justice”
6-8: “Prejudice and 'Isms'”
High School: Discussing a topic of choice

March 21 Preschool: “We Can Be Angry Without Hurting 
Others”
K-2: “Caring and Uncaring”
3-5: “Respecting Others”
6-8: “Hunger and Poverty”
High School: Discussing a topic of choice

March 28 Preschool: “We Need the Rain”
K-2: “Friends and Enemies”
3-5: “Creative Conflict Resolution”
6-8: “War and Peace”
High School: Discussing a topic of choice

Kathy Underwood, Director of Religious Education

This famous UU is a world-renowned 
American novelist, short story writer, 
essayist, playwright, screenwriter and 
poet. He was born August 22, 1920 in 
Waukegan, Illinois.

(Answer will appear in the next Unichord)
February’s Who Am I  was Edmond Halley.

Who Am I?

March is canvass time around 
UUCE and this year that means 
questions and pledges. The questions 
are about what you want to see in your 
church community and the pledges are 
so that we can fund programs that 
fulfill your needs and wishes. I’m 
fortunate to have my finger on the 
pulse of the community and so I 
know what a difference this canvass 
can make. 

Each year the committees submit 
requests for funding to the Finance 
Committee and once they have the 
pledge figures they make decisions about how to fill the 
requests in the best way possible to serve you, our community 
members and friends. This year there are several major budget 
issues on the table that will affect us and the quality of 
programs available. Of course, pledge dollars pay for the 
normal things that have been in the budget for years like 
salaries for staff, overhead for facility, and programs like 
Religious Education. This year there are several programs that 
will only make it into the budget if the community gives 
generously enough to increase the budget. Some of those 
programs include:

! Child care on Sunday mornings to cover Sunday School, 
Worship, and Fellowship Hour

! Increased hours for our Director of  Religious Education 
that allows us to implement the Sexual Abuse Prevention 
Policy because of increased need for staff time to do 
background checks and volunteer interviewing on top of 
increased enrollment in RE.

! More adult spirituality, adult “Sunday School”, and/or 
covenant group programs that we have said we want

! Youth Group activities
! Increased focus on Lifespan Social Action activities

Some of those programs are not currently funded, and some 
are covered by specific individual donations by members who 
are committed to the specific issues. They are all at risk if our 
pledges remain at the “status quo”. 

The questions in the canvass will help us design programs 
that interest you, our members. The pledge you make helps our 
church to become the community we want to be. Your 
generosity and commitment make the difference.

Peace,
Kim

Ways to Get in Touch
Church Office 847-888-0668
Web site www.uuce.org
Newsletter Submissions newsletter@uuce.org

Board President
Kim Cecil
Newsletter Editor:
Todd Underwood

Deadlines
Order of Service Thursday PM
Unichord March 21

Kim’s Korner

Kim Cecil
Board President

GREEN CORNER
COMMUNITY SUPPORTED AGRICULTURE

Community Supported Agriculture (CSA) is a new idea in 
farming, one that has been gaining momentum in the United 
States where CSAs currently number more than four hundred. 
CSAs consist of a community of individuals who pledge support 
to a farm operation so that the farmland becomes, in a sense, the 
community’s farm. The growers and consumers provide mutual 
support and share the risks and benefits of food production. 
Shareholders of the farm pay in advance to cover the anticipated 
costs of the farm operation. In return, they receive shares in the 
farm’s bounty throughout the growing season, as well as 
satisfaction gained from reconnecting to the land and 
participating directly in food production.

Angelic Organics, a CSA in Caledonia, IL, is an organic, 
Biodynamic farm which nurtures its soil, plants, animals, and 
community of workers and enlivens the connection between 
people and the source of their food. With a preseason payment, 
shareholders purchase a share of the season’s harvest and receive 
a weekly box of fresh produce during the harvest season, from 
mid-June to late-October. For more information, visit 
www.AngelicOrganics.com, or pick up a pamphlet on the Green 
Sanctuary table. Several members of the UUCE congregation are 
annual shareholders in Angelic Organics and have a satellite 
dropsite for produce in Elgin. It is possible to split a share with 
another person if a whole share is too much food. If you would 
like to be a part of  the Elgin group, contact Mary Alice 
Masonick. -the Green Sanctuary Committee

March Birthdays
3 Jackie Van De Warker
5 Trisha Dean
5 Lars Anderson
5 Bridget Lucas
8 Amy Hill
8 Robin Peterson
9 Derek Bedard
10 Mila Brinker
11 Melanie Davis
12 Dick Fields
15 Joe Cusimano
16 Mary Shelden
16 Pat Pecho
17 Mitch Tischke

18 Dan Laux
19 Matthew Benson
19 Carol Ovelmen
21 Sherman Ovelmen
22 Carey Tyler Schug
23 Bruce Kiesewetter
23 Peter Hendry
24 Diana March
27 Jamie Kiesewetter
27 Lauren Briggs
30 Chuck Jeffries
30 Suzanne Hanifl
30 Clay Sawyer
31 Jim Burnidge

UCH T O HOLD ANNU AL WINTER FESTIV AL
The Unitarian Church of Hinsdale (UCH) will be holding its 

annual Winter Festival & Silent Auction Saturday, March 6, 2004 
beginning at 6pm.  UCH is located at 17 W. Maple Street in 
Hinsdale.  The event serves as the biggest fundraiser of the year for 
UCH.

In addition to being able to bid on hundreds of items donated by 
local businesses and UCH members, attendees will also enjoy a 
night of entertainment.

The evening features the jazz group Accent led by Tony Meador.  
They'll be joined by the Xumapaz Quartet, including professional 
guitar/voice recording artist Sally Station.  Other musical acts 
include the Kensington Road barbershop quartet and the traditional 
fiddle and five-string banjo tunes of Jeff Teppema & Friends.

Also, while most of the items will be auctioned off via silent 
auction, a few select items will fall into the hands of “Babe” 
Tipton, a professional country auctioneer.

Tickets for the entire evening may be purchased in advance at 
UCH for $10 or at the door for $15.  The Winter Festival begins at 
6pm with silent auction bidding as well as free beverages & pizza.  
The live musical entertainment follows at 7:15pm.  

While the UCH Winter Festival is well attended by UCH 
members, the evening is open to the public and interested residents 
in the surrounding communities are encouraged to attend. (630)-
323-2885, WWW.UCH-ONLINE.ORG

Children and their Secret Friends enjoyed the celebration on February 15

Guest speaker Rev. Kate Rohde answered the question:
“What makes God laugh” at the February 8 Sunday Service
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