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Mourchy 2004
SEEDING A PRAIRIE FEST

by Todd Underwood (photos by Mary Alice Masonick)

A vital commanity legs offering new pregms and
ideas to & its members imled. An idea that has been
buzzing around our chiwréor over a year mis to create ¥
an annal fall festial centered on our beautiful prairie
landscapingrhe festral would offer geat possibilities for
introducing people to our chhrand for creating
connections
Thanks to a newly-fared goup of dewoteesthis
“Prairie Fest” is becoming a reality antl tale place at
our dhurch on October 2, 2004. It has beevigoned to
include sutthings as:

! Musical perfanances

I Booths (infomational, crafts and food)
I Mini-workshops

I A keynote speeak

|

|

|

I Interactve actiities end up raising money for tHeuodh, |ts focus is on sharlng

I Self-guided tours education and fun.
I Historic infomation about the area. Linda Prter and kKathy Hislip hae ageed to be the lead

contacts for the Prairi@$t Seedéam. he teans mission is
The UUCE landscape amebgnds are a natural treasur® “honor the interconnésd web of which we are a par
and many olis hae expressed a desire to share them through shared celebratidnaur eco-system.amill reale
with the surounding communitie\hile the eent mg out to the largr comnainity inviting them to gther with us
in and around our ‘prée cathedral’ in order to seaimple
gifts lean from one anotheand hege fun’

Cumrent members are (in additiorLinda and Hathy)
Suzanne HanjfDan BrosieMary Alice Masonik; Laurie
Kiesewetter Elizabeth Olson, Edythe Naglédk Bery,
Andrea Sumidlin, and @dd Underwod. 1o male this egnt
as successful as possimewill be needing a lot bélp
from the congecation at larg

If the idea ofPrairie Est inspiresoy, we would love to
have you join us at our next planning meeting on Sunday
| Mard 7, at 12:30. ljou cart male it, but hee ideas about

| suitable adtities or perfamers please contact one thie
members othe team to share yowwed input.

%hewnister F A M I L Y F U N !

WWW.uuce.org

3 Calendar The Family Actvities eam is sponsoring a Games Night here at the UUCE om Mafrom 7
to 9 pm. V& plan to hae games for all & and, otoursesnaks A clipboard is out for sign up
4 Sundays which will help us with planning enough ks@mnd gmesPlease marloyr calendars and sign

5 Announcements up. The eening will be ahance for people dll ags to connect andveasome fun.

6 Religious Education piease feel free to brirmuy farorite game along! I§ou hae any questionsy can ask Ayn
7 President’s Report | Hill or Ann Kremer




From the
Minister

The following was written by Victoria
Safford, minister, White Bear UU
Church, St. Paul, Minnesota. It is
published in her collection of meditations
entitled Walking Toward Morning.

Rev Dan Brosier
In a cemetar once | found a

soothing epitaph.ie name othe deceased and ddted
been scouredmay by wind and rain, but there was a
cawing of a tree with roots and branches (a classic
nineteenth centymotif) and among themethords
“She attendedell and faithfully to a fewowthy things
At first this seemed to me a little nezeag little sting on
the pat of her suvivors but | wrote it dow and hag
thought about it sincand nav | can't imagine a more
proud or satisfying lagy “She attendeckivand faithfully
to a few wrthy things

Every dg | stand in dareg of being studk by
lightning and hang the obituarin the local paperystor
all the wrld to see: “She attended frealliy and
ineffectually to argat many unimptant, meaningless
details

How do yu want yur obituay to read?

I “He got all the dishes washed and dried before
playing with his children in theesing’

I “She balanced hehaxkbook with meticulous
precision and nev missed a gaf work—
missed a lot of' sunseatsissed a lot dbve,
missed a lot ofisk, missed a lot --but her
money \as in ordet

I “She ansered all her callall her e-mail, all her
voicemail, but along the yshe forgt to
ansver the call to seice and compassion, and
forgivenessfirst and foremost dferself

I “He gave and forgve sparinglywithout radical
intention, without passi or cowiction’

I “She could not, oreuld not, hear the calling of
her hear”

How will it read, hw does it read, andybu had to name
a few wrthy things to whit you attend wll and faithfully

what, | vonder would they be?

2 (847)888-0668

TENDING OUR COMMUNITY

| have just stded doing intesiews with some afur new
membersThe pupose ofthese intariews is to talk about their
experience with ouhard over the time they kia been aate
They tell me that itag our wlcoming attitude tawd visitorsthe
comnunity feeling within our corggation, and Das semons that
made them come back after that first visita$t @ur progamming,
howe\er, that encouragl them to become a paf our
congegation — progamming sutas Adult Spiritualjpidult
Sundg Stiool and Ceenant Groups; and specialhdti¢s suls as
paties picnics and special interesiugs

You will be hearing the terprogamming a lot @r the next few
months Our canass this year will agiuyto suppdrour durdh
based upon its progms and will seek input from you on this
progammingAnd an entire section tdfe new Strategic Plan is
dedicated to pregmming This is no coincidencAs our burd
grows the progams v offer people to help themroeect with
others become more and more critical.

In order to offer the best prognming, w need to kne your
thoughts about what pn@gms pu would like to see offered at our
churd in the futureYou can gie us this infanation in a nmber
of ways First, tak the time to carefully consider ansiar the
guestions around pn@mming thatgur cawvasser will be asking
this month. Second, let meolnif you have specific needs or
interests — andauld lile to see a proam stated to meet those
needsThird, if you want to be pdrof a more in-deth discussion
around progamming, join argup of us on SundaMart 21 at
12:30 in the éllonvship Hall to brainstar the types oprogams
that will best sge the needs afur congegation as & gow. A
shak and begrags will be praded.

And finally paticipate paticipate paticipate in progams that
interest gu. This is a wnderful vay to get to knav others while
meeting gur ovn personal need for spiritgeowth, sevice and
comnunity relationshipg\fter all, isih that what being a member or
friend of UUCE is all about?

Linda Prter, Comnunity Deelopment Coordinator

Paul Anderson helped facilitate the January 31 Canvasser Training
at the home of Dennis and Bonnie Schwank



UUCE Calendar
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9:00a Unichords

9:00a RE Council

12:30p Prairie
Fest
Planning

Monday

Tuesday

W ednesday

3

6:45p Barn Bells2
7:00p PR.
7:15pBarn Bells

Thursday

7:00p Covenant
Group

Friday

Saturday

10

6:45p Barn Bells2

7:00p Church
Council

7:15p Barn Bells

13

9:00a Quilters
-FH

7:00p Game night
-FH

14

9:00a Unichords
12:30plIntentional
Living

15

7:00p Finance

Com. -FH

17

6:45p Barn Bells3

7:00p Board of
Trustees

7:15p Barn Bells

21

9:00a Unichords
9:00a Social
Justice
9:00a Canvass
Committee
12:30pGreen
Sanctuary
Newsletter
Deadline

24

6:45p Barn Bells2
7:00p Membership
7:15pBarn Bells

28

9:00a Unichords

FH - Fellowship Hall

S - Sanctuary

31

6:45p Barn Bells2
7:15p Barn Bells

O - Off Property

L - Library

26

7:00p Book Group.
-0

Www.uuce.org
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Month of Sundays

March

Music Sunday

Our semi-anmal celebration ahe
music ofour curdh comnunity.
Come listen to theusic and let the
spirit mave your soul. Seice led i
the Rev Dan Brosier

14 Those WWho Have Inspired

Our heritag is filled with ingliduals
who not only shaped ouwith but

also made a significant difference i

the largr world. In this serice ve
celebrate some dihat heritag
Sevwice led B the RRv Dan Brosier

21 Taking Off the Blinders

Sometimes @vdi00se not to see S¢
that we can ignore thingsahare
not pleasant and thugoal having
to deal with ceain aspects akality
Sud is the caséor a lot ofus
around the issue ovhere the mea
we consume comes fromhi3
sewrice explores that issuBevice
led ty the Rv Dan Brosier

Honoring Our Grandmothers

A traveling roadshw is brought to
us ky a mmber ofwomen from our
district who hee paticipated in the
Women and &ligion Committee
This sevice honors our
grandmothers and oth@omen
mentors in poey stories and song
Sevwice led B the VWrship
Committee

SER/ICES BEGIN AT 10:45AM

WE LOOK FORWARD TO SEEING YOU

4
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Helen Maxwell, Alice Macy, and Pat Pecho set the mood for the
February 7 Service Auction — Mardi Gras style

THE RESUL TS ARE IN!

Wed like to tale this oppdunity to thank eatyone for helping to
male this yea’sevice auction shca geat succeshk looks like the
total costs (food, childcaend auctioneer) were just about exactly
covered ly the admission chargelahe 50/50, which means that the
entire $8,500 raised by the auction witligectly to thetwrd.

Speaking ofhe 50/50, the big winner&re Cameron Kirk and
Leslie Sayer Congatulations!

So many people helped thataatt possibly thank them ajl b
name but some deser special mention. First and foremost, we could
newer hae done it without Kvin Webster handling the tedcal end,
including the catalogCheren \Aller vas responsible for theegt
food, both downstairs and for the kids -egpof course for the
wonderful jambaja, whib was preared g Stan Brresterand the
red beams and rice, whigere preided ly Lydia Larabee Andrea
Sdmidlin and Kathy Hislip vere responsible for setting up and
coordinating thehildcareand Jim Bumdge lent a lot ohis time
throughout the whole process

We were impressed with how many peoplenteered to help set
up, and pleasantly surprised at ineany people stad around to help
with the cleaup.

Last but ceainly not least, thanks tcegne who donated the
items and seices that made the auctiorsgible! Great job
ewerybody! V&'\ve set some high standards for next yea

Sincerely
Debbie and Eric Prebys
2004 Auction Co-Chairs

APRIL FOLLIES T ALENT SHO W

NOW’S YOUR CHANCE to tak the singing out dhe shaver and
onto the UU stag Due to popular demandettuU Talent Show
featuring THE SIVER FOXES will retun on Saturdanight, April
24, at 7:00 pm.his yeas’ shov will be called Aprildilies and & are
looking for both perfaners and for people &&®y ente@ainment. If
youd like to join our band ofmeiry malers look to sign up on the
April Follies clipboard indlavship Hall-Paul Anderson




Announcements
CIRCLE OF LIFE
We are saddened by the newthefdeath ofat Redho’s older
brother Ken, and ofthe death offed Tecza. Our hetw are
with their loed ones as they mouheir loss

We are gerjoyed ly the news that Steeand Brandidlag will
be bringing home a son froradlia in Malc

BOOK GROUP

You are wmly irvited to join the members tie Book Group

at any oftheir upcoming meetingshid begin at 7:00 pm.
Febrary 27 - “Dying WII” by Ira Bpdk
At the home ofDotty Caringi.
Mard 26 - “The Piano tiner” by Daniel Mason.
At the home ofDenise Benson.
April 23 - “The Da Vinci Code”ypDan Bravn.
At the home ofHelen Maxwil.
May 21 - “Kite Rinner” ly Khaled Hosseini.
At the home ofBarbara Sugden.

UU STUFF SWAP

~ ~

Kudos to:

Debbie andEric Prebys for coordinating

a \ery successful Séce Aiction that

brought in $8,50&ric Prebys for hanging

the new burd directoy caseAlice Macy

for acceting appointmentsalreasurer; (‘ N

Dan Hislip for negtiation ofan option  §

for lease with -Mobile for land adjaceto

the curent cell taver; Jackie Van De

Warker for producing new churairectoriesandBonnie

\Schvxank for collating them.

WAYS TO FIND OUT OR SHARE
There are aumber ofways that gu can ke up-to-date and
share infamation about what is happening BIGE:

1. JDin one ofour UUCE e-listsThe uus@uucerg list
provides infomation on activities at theurch and life
ewents ofour membersut as serious illngss
hospitalizationdirths weddings and deatfi$he
uuce @yahowogupscom is a farm for sharing personal

Are your kithen dravers and cupboards bursting at the seams? Opinions concens and dicles with other Us’at our

Get a jump onaur spring cleaning; bring in your surplus
kitchen items on any Sugda Mart and place them on the
Stuff Swap table in &lowvship Hall. Tien help gurselfto
anything gu can usdn April we’ll focus on grden stuffso
keep us in mind wheroyte cleaning out thewp@ The Stuff
Swap is sponsored/tthe Intentional king Carenant Group
Alice Macy

BREAKFAST IS ON THE FOOD PANTRY MENU
Breakfast is on the menu for donations to theedlplgs Inter
faith Rantry. The Rantry staffindicated a need for bréaxt
cereal, ppodered milk, juice and sug

Bring yur contributions onadhtry Sundg Mard 7, or anytime

during the month.Henny DuBois

SPRING RING

Seen members afhe Unitiords will be attending the lIllinois

Spring Ring at Salem Bapfiburd in Chicag, on Mara 20.

We hae been &1y spoiled the past twenty-three years with the

Spring Rings being held in EIgr Ralatine This year amne
wishing to hear the contat 5 PM will haato drve to 109th

and Cottag Grove in Chicag The segn of us are planning on

doing a soloumber- Margot Cusimano

SOCIAL JUSTICE
PA.D.S NEEDS HELP F®OM OUR R.E. KIDS
Homeless people need foodl &helterbut they also need

personal item3he Socialustice Committee is sponsoring a

special collection from all ofir R.E. classesf things lile
soap toothbiushestoothpastelotions shampogand

deodorants — @n laundy detergnt and diapers!!! All items

must be NEW and UNUSED and in SMALL containierg.

classes and parents will bet@cted, and the collection wikea

place on SungiaMard 7.- Helen Maxwell

churdh. All members arevited to join the listglong with
those who are aatlly irvolved in our burdh comnunity
but hare not yet joined. Contact Lindarter if you would
like to be included on one, or both tleése lists

2. Sign up to et the Unibord on a regular bastdl actve
members obur curd recere the Unibord by mail
and/or on-line (ifrequested). Neo@mers to our
congegaation can ask to receithe newsletter for three to
six months freeDthers can rece the newslettelybmail
by contributing $25 per year to the chueccover the cost
of printing and postagAnd, of courseanyne can
download the Unichord at ouetbsite wwwuceorg The
deadline for submittingticles to the newsletter is the third
Sundg of every month. They should be submitted todd
Underwod in the newsletter mail®r via e-mail at
newsletter@uuaeg

3. Special announcements printed wekly in our order of
sewvice at burdh. If you hare a burch-related
announcement for the order edwrice place it in the
churd office mail bw at ciurch or send it via e-mail to
office@uucerg ty Thursdg eening prior to publication
on SundayAnnouncements not submittedthe office can
be read athmrdh on Sundaduring the sgice
Announcement fans areailable at the clipboard aef
the Fellovship Hall.

4. Che& out the clipboards in the kaaf the Fellovship Hall
to lean what eents are happening irethear futureand to
sign up to paicipate

- Linda Porter, Community Development Coordinator

www.uuce.org §



Religious
Education

Last month \&s a busy one in
religious education.e/8tared off
with the last eek ofour Fine
Arts Progam, whib was a big
successThe kids and youth ' ~
seemed to enjdeaning about S ¢ ol .
and doing different things than e &~ 4
what they experience in their Kathy Underwod, DRE X
regular dwoling | cart thank the 5 ﬁg&ﬁ
adults who wrked with our classes enoughéy vere: Ra . . o - e
Ables Dave and énnifer Brigs Donna BrooksHenny Du Children and their Secret Friends enjoyed the celebration on February 15
Bois Kathy Hislip Todd Underwod, Cheren Wler and
Norm Wilkinson. And then there were the assistants: Chris
Sarah Das Laura Masork¢ Matt Rdda, and e
Undervood.

| also need to thank those wiae helped in the
classrooms and nurgén the past six weeks: Laurie
Kiesevetter Jill Lonern, Linda Brter, Louette Rgers Carol
Sthoengt, Andrea Sumidlin, Lenya $ag, Betsy firasher
and Emily Veldron. A special thankseg to Bul and Susan
Anderson, who havended up in the nurgdoo often by
default. | bet they are more redig@than anyone toveathe
new tildcare system! Without this extra suppaell, les
just not @ there!

We also had another successful Segestds progam.
Thanks to Mila Brirde and Chris Das for coordinating it. |
hope those who pi#Eipated had aogd time

Looking ahead to March, the classes will be sogiwith Guest speaker Rev. Kate Rohde answered the question: _
their regular $edules “What makes God laugh” at the February 8 Sunday Service

_ _ _ UCH T O HOLD ANNU AL WINTER FESTIV AL
Mardr7  Music Sundaintergnerational Seéce No RE  The Unitarian Chuincof Hinsdale (UCH) will be hotwj its

classes; Childcare for 0-6 offered anrual Winter Estval & Silent Action SaturdaMarh 6, 2004
Marc 14 Presbool: “Cooperation” beginning at 6pm. UCId located at 17.\Maple Street in
K-2: “Peaceful and Htful” Hinsdale The eent seves as the bigst fundraiser ahe year for
3-5: “Deciding for €ace andidtice” UCH.
6-8: “Prejudice and 'Isms"” In addition to being able to bid on huedl ofitems donatedyb
High Stool: Discussing a topic dfoice local businesses and UCH rherg attendees will also gnj
March 21  Presbool: “We Can Be Ang Without Huting  night of entetainment.
Others” The eening features the jazogp Accent ledyoTony Meador
K-2: “Caring and Uncaring” They'll be joinedybthe Xumapaz Quat, including professional
3-5: “Respecting Others” guitar/woice recording fist Sally Station. Other musical acts
6-8: “Hunger and Bverty” include the Knsington Bad barbershop quat and the traditional
High Stiool: Discussing a topic dfioice fiddle and fie-string banjo tunes dff Teppema & Fiends
Marc 28 Presbool: “We Need the Rain” Alsg while most othe items will be auctioned off silent
K-2: “Friends and Enemies” auction, a few select items will fall into the hantBadfe”
3-5: “Creatie Confict Resolution” Tipton, a professionabunty auctioneer
6-8: “War and Bace” Tickets for the entire eming mg be purhased in adwnce at
High Stiool: Discussing a topic dfioice UCH for $10 or at the doorf$15. he Winter Estial begins at
6pm with silent auction bidding as well as fresrdmps & pizza.
Kathy Underwod, Director ofReligious Education The live nusical entéainment follas at 7:15pm.

While the UCH Winteréstval is vell attended by UCH
membersthe eening is open to the public and interested residen
in the surounding communities are encoethtp attend. (630)-
6 (847)888-0668 323-2885, WWMWCH-ONLINE.ORG



Kim’s Korner

Mard is camass time around
UUCE and this year that means
guestions and pleglg The questions
are about what youawt to see inogur
church comnunity and the pleég are
so that v can fund pragms that
fulfill your needs and wishé&m
fortunate to hee ny finger on the
pulse ofthe commnity and so |
know what a difference this cass
can mak
Ead year the committees submit
requests for funding to the Finance
Committee and once they &dkie
pledg figures they maldecisions about how to fill the
requests in the bestynpossible to see you, our commnity
members and friendhis year there are eeal major budyg
issues on the table that wilkaffus and the quality of
progams gailable Of coursepled@ dollars pay for the
normal things that haween in the budgfor years l&k
salaries for staffverhead for facilitand progams lile
Religious Education hls year there are eead progams that
will only mak it into the budgt if the commnity giees
generously enough to increase tdget. Some othose
progams include:
I' Child care on Sunganomnings to ceer Sundga Stool,
Worship and Ellonvship Hour

I' Increased hours for our Directdr Religious Education
that allows us to implement the Sexual AbuserRi@v
Policy because dficreased need for stéifhe to do
badground tieks and vlunteer interiewing on top of
increased enrollment in RE

I' More adult spiritualitpdult “SundaStiool”, and/or

covenant goup progams that & hae said w want

I' Youth Group activities

I' Increased focus on Lifespan Social Actiowitiegi
Some ofthose progams are not crgntly funded, and some
are cwered ly specific individual donationsriembers who
are committed to the specific issilibgy are all at risk @fur
pledgs remain at the “status quo”.

The questions in the ca®s will help us design pags
that interestgu, our memberdhe pledg you male helps our
churd to become the communityg want to be Your
generosity and commitment make the difference

Peace

Kim

TR

Kim Cecil
Board President

Who Am 1?

This famous UU is aond-renavned
American noslist, sharstoty writer
essyist, plgwright, screenwriter and
poet. He vas bon August 22, 1920 in
Waulean, lllinois

(Answer will appear in the next Unichord)
Februarys Who Am | was Edmond Halley.

GREEN CORNER
COMMUNITY SUPPORTED SRICULTURE

Comnunity Suppded Agiculture (CSA) is a new idea in
farming, one that has beeaingng momentum in the Ugit
States where CSAsmntly umber more than four hundred.
CSAs consist ad commnity of individuals who pledgsuppar
to a fam operation so that the faland becomef a sens¢he
communitys fam. The gowers and consumers pide nutual
suppot and share the risks and benefitkofl production.
Shareholders dhe fam pg in adance to ceer the anticipated
costs ofthe fam operation. In retar; they recee shares in the
farm’s bounty throughout theayving season, alvas
satisfactionajned from reconnecting teetkand and
paticipating directly in foogroduction.

Angelic Or@nicsa CSA in Caledonia, IL, is anamig
Biodynamic fan whid nurtures its soil, plantanimalsand
comrunity of workers and enlens the connection between
people and the source thieir food. With a preseasoryipent,
shareholders purchase a shatb@keasdharvest and reces
a weekly bm of fresh produce during the hast season, from
mid-dine to late-OctobeFor more infomation, visit
wwwAnNgelicOrgnicscom, or pik up a pamphlet on the Green
Sanctuar table Seeral members dhe UUCE congegation are
anrual shareholders in Angelic &rigs and va a satellite
dropsite for produce in Eiygilt is possible to splitshare with
another person i whole share is toauth food. If you would
like to be a paof the Elgin goup contact Mar Alice
Masonik. -the Green Sanctuary Committee
4 )

Ways to Get in Touch
Churd Office 847-888-0668
Web site Wwwuuceorg
Newsletter Submissions newsletter@uuagg

Board President
Kim Cecll
Newsletter Editor:
Todd Underwod

Deadlines
Order of Sewice Thursdg PM
Unichord Mard 21
\_ J

March Birthdays

3  Jkie Van De Wirker 18 Dan Laux

5  Trisha Dean 19 Matthew Benson
5 Lars Anderson 19 Carol Oelmen

5  Bridget Lucas 21 Sheman Oelmen
8  Amy Hill 22 Carey Vler Shug
8 Robin Reterson 23 Bruce Kiesewetter
9 Derek Bedard 23 Peter Hendy

10 Mila Brinker 24 Diana Mark

11 Melanie Dais 27 Jamie Kiesegtter
12 Dick Fields 27 Lauren Brigs

15 Je Cusimano 30 Chuk Xffries

16 Mary Shelden 30 Suzanne Harif
16 Pa Peho 30 Clay Savyer

17 Mitch Tishke 31 Jim Bunidge

www.uuce.org 7



@ The Unitarian Universalist Church of Elgin
P.O. Box 1032

'I Elgin, IL 60121 (847) 888-0668
WwWWw.uuce.og

CHANGE SER/ICE REQUESTED

Another Successful  R.E. Fine Arts Program T ook Place January 25 and February 1

LompRTIEONS
arsl,l'§'§?‘r"1i l_t

Poiholic  li¥zax
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