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S O M E T H I N ’ S  C O O K I N ’
by Andrea Schmidlin

Laurie Kiesewetter had a vision. She imagined that 
on the first Friday of  each month (except July and 
December), women would gather to cook, converse, 
cajole and donate to a cause or project that supports 
women, rotating between global and local causes in 
order to educate ourselves to the plight and concerns 
of  women everywhere. She named her idea Women 
Cooking for Women. Her enthusiasm spread to 
Andrea Schmidlin and Kathy Hislip, and the three of  
them made Laurie’s vision a reality. Women Cooking 
for Women (WCFW) is now a very successful and 
vital program at UUCE.

The first WCFW dinner took place in November, 
2004. We shared the story of  Mukhtaran Bibi, a 
Pakistani woman who is starting two schools (one for 
girls and one for boys) with monies she received for 
an injustice done to her. The women attending this WCFW 
event raised $204 to help support her efforts.

In January, Kim Cecil and Lisa Sampson shared stories 
about their work at the Community Crisis Center in Elgin. 
The Crisis Center’s services include a Domestic Violence 
program, a Batteries Intervention program, an Economic 
Crisis program, a Sexual Assault program, and Children’s 
services. WCFW participants contributed $290 toward this 
important work in our community. 

Last month, we watched a 60 Minutes segment about a 
young African woman whose family had received a goat 
through Heifer International when she was a girl. Through 
the gift of  this goat, her family was lifted out of  poverty and 
she was able to attend school for the first time. She is now a 
student at a U.S. university, planning to return to her country 
when she completes her studies. We sent a contribution to 
Heifer International for $240 from money donated at our 
February WCFW dinner. 

Friday, March 4 WCFW will not officially meet, but 
everyone is encouraged to attend the Elgin Community 

College production of  The Vagina 
Monologues, which will benefit the 
Community Crisis Center in Elgin. 

WCFW will reconvene on Friday, 
April 1. We will be supporting our 
church’s work with the Creekside 
Home/Larkin Center. The 
Creekside Home is a group home 
for approximately ten girls, ages 10-
17, who have severe emotional 

and/or behavioral issues. Our Social Action Council has 
sponsored the Creekside Home for many years through 
contributions of  money and time. At WCFW in April, we 
will hear stories about the Creekside Home and the girls 
who live there, and raise funds to contribute to the home.

Women 13 and older are invited to attend WCFW dinners. 
We ask that you bring a dish to share, and that you donate 
$5 (or more) to the focus cause or project of  the evening. 
You can come and not cook, but then we ask that you 
donate $10 (or more). We also welcome donations from 
those of  you unable to attend. Donations may be put in the 
soup pot on the Social Justice table in Fellowship Hall.

The first WCFW dinner,

November 5, 2004

Reverend Dan
did some old-fashioned
revival work to save
the troubled soul of
Paul Anderson
during the service on
February 27.
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As the years pass, the spaces of  
our church building have become 
more haunted for me. This is a 
good thing. It comes from being 
around long enough—long enough 
to get to know people, to share in 
their lives, and then sadly to have 
them die. As a result I move 
through the church and I meet up 
with the spirits of  past members 
whose lives nurtured and sustained 
our community, and I feel their 
reassuring presence. I encounter such spirits whenever I 
come upon something that resurrects their memory and 
their gifts to our church community. It might be a piece 
of  furniture, a picture, a song, a smell, or something 
growing on the grounds.

As I said, this type of  haunting is a good thing. It 
means there was caring, concern and connection. It 
means that there has been a meaningful touching of  
lives. It means that there was love present. All this 
means that the person made a difference in our 
individual lives and the life of  a community. That is a 
wonderful testimony for anyone.

Now I don’t want anyone else in our community to 
die, but it will happen. It is my hope, though, that when 
it does the person also will have been around long 
enough, will have shared of  themselves deeply enough, 
will have made a difference in the life of  this 
community enough so s/he too comes to haunt these 
walls. I hope the spirit of  that person finds a home 
within our collective memory and continues to shape 
the life of  this community. Let this place be so 
increasingly haunted.

From  the Minister

Rev. Dan Brosier

TENDING OUR COMMUNITY
In March, 2002, I began working at UUCE as Growth Coordinator. 

My charge was simple but challenging—I was asked to help our church 
grow into a mid-sized church (150+ members) in three years. The job 
was divided into two parts—internal growth efforts and external 
growth efforts. Kathy Hislip worked on the external public relations 
effort. I continued with the internal work of  putting structures in place 
to help support the growth that occurred. This month marks the end 
of  my work as Growth Coordinator. I wanted to use this space to tell 
you a little about the results of  our growth efforts over the past three 
years.

First, we have grown in visibility. As a result of  Kathy’s efforts, 
neighborhoods throughout our area received special invitations to visit 
our church and others have heard about us through NPR and local 
newspapers. The Prairie Fest brought people to our church to learn 
more about our environmental commitments, and thanks to the work 
of  Todd Underwood, a record number of  visitors heard about us via 
our beautifully re-designed web site.

We have grown in community. When we ask people about their 
experience as visitors at UUCE, they often mention the welcoming 
community they find here. They talk about our beautiful building and 
our wonderful worship services. People who decide to return also 
mention the chances they have had to get involved. These chances 
have increased over the past two years as we have added programs to 
meet the interests and needs of  our growing membership. We continue 
to expand our community outreach through social action programs.

And yes, we have grown in numbers. Three years ago our 
membership was 120; now we have over 150 members and over 20 
friends who attend and participate on a regular basis. This growth has 
caused us to move toward a new governance model for the Board and 
Staff  as they guide our growing church. It has also resulted in intensive 
planning to better accommodate our increased membership.

The most amazing thing for me over the past three years has been 
the enthusiasm and cooperative spirit I have seen in our congregation. 
There is a willingness to open our doors to prospective UUs, and to 
make the kind of  changes that are necessary to ensure they can 
become a part of  the UUCE community. Thanks to all who have 
helped out along the way. Special thanks to Dan Brosier, Kathy 
Underwood, the Hislips, Alice Macy, Todd Underwood, Kim Cecil, 
Cheren Waller, Mila Brinker, Jim Porter, Lydia Larrabee, the 
Welcoming Team, and all the Board members and committee chairs. It 
has been great working with you all and I look forward to continuing 
into the future as Church Administrator.

-Linda Porter, Community Development Coordinator

PRAIRIE FEST 2005
The second annual UUCE Prairie Fest will be held on October 1 this 
year. We are actively seeking volunteers to help plan the event. Help is 
needed in every area, including music, vendors, food, education and 
publicity. If  you are interested in joining us, please contact Linda 
Porter.

LANDSCAPE AND GROUNDS COMMITTEE MEETING
The Landscape and Grounds Committee will meet at 6:30 pm on 
March 15 at the church to begin planning our activities for the spring 
and summer. All who are interested in helping out with our gardens or 
grounds planting and maintenance are invited to attend. Contact Linda 
Porter for additional information.
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Month of Sundays

March
6 Music Sunday

This is our annual Spring Music Sunday 

when we celebrate the music made in this 

church. Come, share in the music and 

feel the spirit. Service led by the Rev. Dan 

Brosier.

13 What Do You Know (about UUism)

In this service we will explore some of  

our Unitarian Universalist heritage as a 

few members of  the congregation 

attempt to answer a range of  UU-related 

questions as they vie for “fantastic” 

prizes. Service led by the Rev. Dan Brosier.

20 One Sex Offender Tells His Story

Listen as one man explains the journey 

of  a sex offender who is choosing 

treatment and healing at this time. Greg 

Eugene will bring his frank and honest 

thoughts to share with our congregation 

about his own experience. 

Special Note: Greg Eugene will be chaperoned 

throughout the time he is on the church property 

and will follow all the same rules as he follows at 

his own home church to protect children and 

himself  from harm or concerns.

27 Easter Stories

The Easter theme is that of  rebirth. In 

this service we explore what that means 

in very human terms. Service led by the Rev. 

Dan Brosier.

SERVICES BEGIN AT 10:45 A.M.
WE LOOK FORWARD TO SEEING YOU

Announcements
CIRCLE OF LIFE

We are saddened by the news of  the death of  Chuck Jeffries’ 
mother. Our thoughts are with him.

BOOK GROUP
You are warmly invited to join the members of  the Book Group 
at any of  their upcoming meetings, which begin at 7:00 p.m.

March 25 - “Nickel and Dimed” by Barbara Ehrenreich.
At the home of  Helen Maxwell.

April 29 - “The Time Traveler’s Wife” by Audrey 
Niffenegger. At the home of  Barbara Sugden.

STUFF SWAP
The March Stuff  Swap will feature items for the kitchen and 
workshop. So bring in those surplus utensils, gadgets, small 
appliances, tools, etc. on any Sunday in March, place them on 
the Stuff  Swap table in Fellowship Hall, and pick up anything 
you can use. Stuff  Swap is brought to you by the Intentional 
Living Covenant Group.

KEEP UUCE HEALTHY
Our fiscal year ends on March 31. To ensure UUCE’s financial 
health, it is important that 2004-2005 pledges be fulfilled by 
then. If  you don’t know the balance owing on your pledge, 
contact Betsi Waldron. -Alice Macy, Treasurer

TWO REMINDERS
The two reminders are for Pantry Sunday, March 6, and for 
bringing in your empty inkjet and laser printer cartridges.
As always, try to bring your donations for the Pantry on Pantry 
Sunday. If  you find yourself  forgetting to bring in a donation 
and you wish to contribute, you can write a check (made out to 
the All Peoples Inter-Faith Pantry) and give it to me.
The church received its first check for the cartridges you 
brought in. Thank you. Please continue to donate your spent 
inkjet and laser printer cartridges. A list of  accepted cartridges 
can be found at www.ckarecycleaid.com. PLEASE no EPSON 
cartridges. They cannot be recycled. -Henny DuBois

INTERWEAVE BEGINS AT UUCE
The first meeting of  the Interweave group occurred on 
February 24. Interweave is a group of  individuals who identify 
as gay, lesbian, bisexual, or transgender and sometimes includes 
allies of  GLBT people as well. The group is just forming and 
getting to know one another to start. If  you are interested, 
please contact Kim Cecil or join us for the next meeting on 
March 10 at 6:30pm at the church. Meetings will take place every 
other Thursday after that. The group will be applying for 
Interweave Chapter status with the UUA soon.

SPEAKING PEACE STUDY GROUP
Speaking Peace teaches us to create a shared basis for creating 
satisfying relationships based on mutual respect, compassion, 
and cooperation. In this fun and enlightening thirteen-session 
experience Anne Ward and Bob Sandidge will guide participants 
through a simple yet powerful methodology for communicating 
in a way that meets both parties’ needs. Every Thursday evening, 
March through May, Bob and Anne will be facilitating a study 
group on Peaceful Communication at the church. These 

Kudos to:
Chris Davis, Mila Brinker, Ann Kremer for 
coordinating Secret Friends; Eric Prebys, 
Debbie Prebys, and Cheren Waller for 
coordinating the Service Auction; all who 
helped with the auction; Sheena John, Chris 
Ecker, Sheryl Denson, Laura Masonick, 
Ruth Gnuetchel, Stan Forrester, Todd 
Underwood, Ann Kremer, Mila Brinker, Sarah Davis, and 
Andrea Schmidlin for working in the Fine Arts Program with 
the children and youth.

sessions are free to members, families, friends, and the 
community at large. Attendees at the 6:30 to 9pm classes will 
learn to recognize thinking and language patterns that may 
evoke the response of  anger, resentment, or even conflict. 
Participants will learn how to create harmony and peace 
through everyday conversation. Sign up on the clipboard in 
Fellowship Hall or register at www.CreativeCore.com.

NEW U
The New U program is a two-session workshop designed to 
give people new to Unitarian Universalism some basic 
information about the faith and this church in particular. The 
program is facilitated by the minister, Dan Brosier, and the 
next session will begin on Sunday, April 10, at 12:30 following 
the service. The second session will be on April 17 at the 
same time. All interested in learning a bit more about UUism 
are encouraged to attend. A light snack will be provided. If  
you are interested please sign up on the designated clipboard 
in the Fellowship Hall. If  you would like childcare please 
indicate on the sign-up sheet by April 3. If  you have any 
questions call Dan Brosier at the church.

so 

SCHEDULING MEETINGS AND ACTIVITIES
As we have grown, the number of  activities and meetings 

scheduled at church have grown with us. This is great news 
because we have more choices in ways to get involved at 
church. It also means that more meetings are occurring on 
the same evenings in our building.

It would help to alleviate some of  the confusion caused by 
multiple activities if  everyone would remember to schedule 
meetings or activities with the church office and include a 
location. That way Jackie, our office manager, can put your 
group on the calendar and let others know about it when they 
call to schedule meetings or activities.

For the most part rooms are scheduled on a first come, first 
served basis so be sure to schedule if  you want to be 
guaranteed your location of  choice. We also ask that you 
consider the size of  your group when scheduling an event 
and select a location accordingly.

All meetings and activities should also be publicized in the 
newsletter, the Order of  Service and via e-mail. 
Thanks. -Linda Porter, Church Administrator

CONGREGATIONAL DECISION-MAKING
Our congregation faces a complicated issue at this time. Andrew 

Voross, a former participant in the life of  this church, has 
requested to return to our congregation since he has been released 
from four years in prison for criminal sexual abuse of  a child under 
13 years of  age. In order to make a decision as a congregation, we 
began with a service about sexual abuse that focused on its effects 
on victims. We have two additional services planned to consider 
the issues around Sex Offenders (March 20) and the implications of  
having a Sex Offender Within The Church Community (April 10). After 
these services, we also plan to have a discussion group that will 
allow members and friends of  UUCE to talk about their concerns 
and questions about the possibility of  including Andrew again in 
our community (in April, date and time TBA).

Finally, we will vote on the issue in May at the Annual Meeting. 
Our plan is to have that vote be unanimous—meaning that 
Andrew would be allowed to return only if  everyone agrees that 
we can handle the responsibility and support needed to make it a 
safe space for all.

Understandably, many people might have the immediate reaction 
that allowing an offender to return to the congregation is not a 
good idea. If  you have any concerns, we implore you to read the 
restrictions to which Andrew must agree (see list below), and we 
also implore you to attend the remaining two sessions about sex 
offenders. I understand that many of  the concerns are of  a 
personal and parental nature, but our community deserves to have 
everyone’s concerns voiced and respected as we consider this 
decision.

The following is a list of  the restrictions that would be placed on 
Andrew if  he were to return:

1. Compliance with parole and sex offender registration.
2. Compliance for at least six months with sex offender 

treatment .
3. Signed information release between therapist in sex 

offender program and minister or other official person at 
UUCE.

4. Approval of  sex offender treatment program that 
Andrew is ready to return to this setting. 

5. Continuous chaperone by an informed adult during all 
times on the property at UUCE.

6. Avoidance of  all children at all times when on the 
property; if  children approach, Andrew is to quickly but 
respectfully extricate himself  from the interaction.

7. Attendance restricted to adult events/activities and Sunday 
Services.

8. Assigning a general seating area for Andrew and his 
chaperone in services so that children and others can be 
asked to avoid that area as “not a place for children.”

Andrew has been very receptive to all of  the restrictions that 
would be imposed and understands that this privilege would be 
terminated immediately if  he were to break any of  the rules.
Please take the time to consider this information carefully. I fully 

believe that Andrew is far less a danger to us than the offender 
who is not known. I could not personally support this idea if  it 
would place children or others in harm’s way. Please contact me or 
a member of  the Board of  Trustees if  you have any questions.

In Peace, 
Kim Cecil
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TWO REMINDERS
The two reminders are for Pantry Sunday, March 6, and for 
bringing in your empty inkjet and laser printer cartridges.
As always, try to bring your donations for the Pantry on Pantry 
Sunday. If  you find yourself  forgetting to bring in a donation 
and you wish to contribute, you can write a check (made out to 
the All Peoples Inter-Faith Pantry) and give it to me.
The church received its first check for the cartridges you 
brought in. Thank you. Please continue to donate your spent 
inkjet and laser printer cartridges. A list of  accepted cartridges 
can be found at www.ckarecycleaid.com. PLEASE no EPSON 
cartridges. They cannot be recycled. -Henny DuBois

INTERWEAVE BEGINS AT UUCE
The first meeting of  the Interweave group occurred on 
February 24. Interweave is a group of  individuals who identify 
as gay, lesbian, bisexual, or transgender and sometimes includes 
allies of  GLBT people as well. The group is just forming and 
getting to know one another to start. If  you are interested, 
please contact Kim Cecil or join us for the next meeting on 
March 10 at 6:30pm at the church. Meetings will take place every 
other Thursday after that. The group will be applying for 
Interweave Chapter status with the UUA soon.

SPEAKING PEACE STUDY GROUP
Speaking Peace teaches us to create a shared basis for creating 
satisfying relationships based on mutual respect, compassion, 
and cooperation. In this fun and enlightening thirteen-session 
experience Anne Ward and Bob Sandidge will guide participants 
through a simple yet powerful methodology for communicating 
in a way that meets both parties’ needs. Every Thursday evening, 
March through May, Bob and Anne will be facilitating a study 
group on Peaceful Communication at the church. These 

Kudos to:
Chris Davis, Mila Brinker, Ann Kremer for 
coordinating Secret Friends; Eric Prebys, 
Debbie Prebys, and Cheren Waller for 
coordinating the Service Auction; all who 
helped with the auction; Sheena John, Chris 
Ecker, Sheryl Denson, Laura Masonick, 
Ruth Gnuetchel, Stan Forrester, Todd 
Underwood, Ann Kremer, Mila Brinker, Sarah Davis, and 
Andrea Schmidlin for working in the Fine Arts Program with 
the children and youth.

sessions are free to members, families, friends, and the 
community at large. Attendees at the 6:30 to 9pm classes will 
learn to recognize thinking and language patterns that may 
evoke the response of  anger, resentment, or even conflict. 
Participants will learn how to create harmony and peace 
through everyday conversation. Sign up on the clipboard in 
Fellowship Hall or register at www.CreativeCore.com.

NEW U
The New U program is a two-session workshop designed to 
give people new to Unitarian Universalism some basic 
information about the faith and this church in particular. The 
program is facilitated by the minister, Dan Brosier, and the 
next session will begin on Sunday, April 10, at 12:30 following 
the service. The second session will be on April 17 at the 
same time. All interested in learning a bit more about UUism 
are encouraged to attend. A light snack will be provided. If  
you are interested please sign up on the designated clipboard 
in the Fellowship Hall. If  you would like childcare please 
indicate on the sign-up sheet by April 3. If  you have any 
questions call Dan Brosier at the church.

so 

SCHEDULING MEETINGS AND ACTIVITIES
As we have grown, the number of  activities and meetings 

scheduled at church have grown with us. This is great news 
because we have more choices in ways to get involved at 
church. It also means that more meetings are occurring on 
the same evenings in our building.

It would help to alleviate some of  the confusion caused by 
multiple activities if  everyone would remember to schedule 
meetings or activities with the church office and include a 
location. That way Jackie, our office manager, can put your 
group on the calendar and let others know about it when they 
call to schedule meetings or activities.

For the most part rooms are scheduled on a first come, first 
served basis so be sure to schedule if  you want to be 
guaranteed your location of  choice. We also ask that you 
consider the size of  your group when scheduling an event 
and select a location accordingly.

All meetings and activities should also be publicized in the 
newsletter, the Order of  Service and via e-mail. 
Thanks. -Linda Porter, Church Administrator

CONGREGATIONAL DECISION-MAKING
Our congregation faces a complicated issue at this time. Andrew 

Voross, a former participant in the life of  this church, has 
requested to return to our congregation since he has been released 
from four years in prison for criminal sexual abuse of  a child under 
13 years of  age. In order to make a decision as a congregation, we 
began with a service about sexual abuse that focused on its effects 
on victims. We have two additional services planned to consider 
the issues around Sex Offenders (March 20) and the implications of  
having a Sex Offender Within The Church Community (April 10). After 
these services, we also plan to have a discussion group that will 
allow members and friends of  UUCE to talk about their concerns 
and questions about the possibility of  including Andrew again in 
our community (in April, date and time TBA).

Finally, we will vote on the issue in May at the Annual Meeting. 
Our plan is to have that vote be unanimous—meaning that 
Andrew would be allowed to return only if  everyone agrees that 
we can handle the responsibility and support needed to make it a 
safe space for all.

Understandably, many people might have the immediate reaction 
that allowing an offender to return to the congregation is not a 
good idea. If  you have any concerns, we implore you to read the 
restrictions to which Andrew must agree (see list below), and we 
also implore you to attend the remaining two sessions about sex 
offenders. I understand that many of  the concerns are of  a 
personal and parental nature, but our community deserves to have 
everyone’s concerns voiced and respected as we consider this 
decision.

The following is a list of  the restrictions that would be placed on 
Andrew if  he were to return:

1. Compliance with parole and sex offender registration.
2. Compliance for at least six months with sex offender 

treatment .
3. Signed information release between therapist in sex 

offender program and minister or other official person at 
UUCE.

4. Approval of  sex offender treatment program that 
Andrew is ready to return to this setting. 

5. Continuous chaperone by an informed adult during all 
times on the property at UUCE.

6. Avoidance of  all children at all times when on the 
property; if  children approach, Andrew is to quickly but 
respectfully extricate himself  from the interaction.

7. Attendance restricted to adult events/activities and Sunday 
Services.

8. Assigning a general seating area for Andrew and his 
chaperone in services so that children and others can be 
asked to avoid that area as “not a place for children.”

Andrew has been very receptive to all of  the restrictions that 
would be imposed and understands that this privilege would be 
terminated immediately if  he were to break any of  the rules.
Please take the time to consider this information carefully. I fully 

believe that Andrew is far less a danger to us than the offender 
who is not known. I could not personally support this idea if  it 
would place children or others in harm’s way. Please contact me or 
a member of  the Board of  Trustees if  you have any questions.

In Peace, 
Kim Cecil
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Religious Education

Kathy Underwood, DRE

Last month was a busy one in 
religious education. We finished 
our Fine Arts Program early in the 
month. Then there was the 
excitement of  secret friends—cards 
and clues for two weeks 
culminating with the big revelations 
on the thirteenth. We ended the 
month with a winter nature hike at 
Burnidge Woods. The kids 
appreciate getting outside and 
going somewhere different on Sunday morning. And we try to 
get them to appreciate the natural beauty there—other than 
sticks and rocks!

March is a fairly quiet one for our younger members here. 
While the adults are busy with the pledge drive, garden party, and 
UU revival, we’re sticking to our usual routines with just the 
interruption of  spring break. This year Easter falls in March, so 
we will be having an Easter Egg Hunt after classes on March 27.   

Here’s what will be happening in the classrooms this month:
March 6 Music Sunday Intergenerational.

No classes, childcare available
March 13 Preschool: “Babies”

K-2nd: “Purim”
3rd-5th: “Esther and Purim”
6th-8th: “Relating to Quakers and 

  Humanists”
High School: “Luther”

March 20 Preschool: “A Visit From a Baby”
K-2nd: “Palm Sunday”
3rd-5th: “Holy Week”
6th-8th: Brunch Outing
High School: “Luther- Part 2”

March 27 Preschool: “Easter”
K-2nd: “Easter”
3rd-5th: “David and Goliath”
6th-8th: “The Black Church”
High School: “Luther- Part 3”

In Faith,
Kathy

Who Am I?

In 1822, this famous Unitarian wrote to a 
friend stating, “I trust that there is not a 
young man now living in the United States 
who will not die a Unitarian.”

(answer will appear in the next Unichord)
February’s Who Am I was Alexander Graham Bell.
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This article is written by 
Kathy and Dan is not to 
be held responsible for 
any thoughts contained 
herein.

At the canvass training 
session I made the comment 
that this church provided me 
with entertainment, as well as 
being my religious community 
and my spiritual journey center. I made the statement in the 
context of  moving money in the Hislip budget from 
entertainment to church giving to be able to up our pledge 
somewhat, but since then I’ve been pondering the real meaning 
behind “this church provides me with entertainment.” I’m not 
sure I’ve figured it out completely, but I’ve made some progress.

Entertainment, as defined in the Kathy Hislip dictionary of  life, 
translates into visiting, as in telling one another our stories as we 
swing on the front porch sipping lemonade with nowhere to go 
and nothing to do but be with one another. I know for some this 
is not your definition of  entertainment, but forgive me, I grew up 
in the time before computers, instant messaging, cell phones, etc. 
I still like sitting down with you and hearing what you have to say. 
I want to hear your stories. This community provides me with 
storytelling opportunities. Where else in life do we get to share 
our stories? And I’m talking about the personal storytelling that 
Jack Maguire (and Kathy Hislip) believes “invests our lives with 
more meaning; that connects us more vitally with others; that 
helps us develop our creativity; that strengthens our sense of  
humor; that increases our courage and confidence; and renders 
our lives more memorable.” That’s a tall order, but I agree with 
Jimmy Neil Smith, who writes: “We’re all storytellers. We all live 
in a network of  stories. There isn’t a stronger connection 
between people than storytelling.” Now all we have to do is carve 
out enough time to sit and pretend we’ve no place to go and 
nothing to do but be with one another and share our stories. 
With blessings upon your life’s stories, Kathy

“The stories that people tell are the container that holds their 
world together and gives meaning to their lives.” -Andrew Ramer

“To speak is to sow; to listen is to reap.” -Turkish Proverb

“To be a person is to have a story to tell.” -Isak Dinesen

“Paradoxically, the human soul must see itself  in many ways to 
understand its single grand adventure.” -Stephen Larsen

“As a storyteller, as a human being, each of  us is one of  a kind. 
And until we learn to celebrate our own unique style, culture, and 
gifts, we cannot appreciate the wealth of  diversity around us.”
-Doug Lipman

“The present is only a moment and the past is one long story. 
Those who don’t tell stories and don’t hear stories live only for 
the moment, and that isn’t enough.” -I. B. Singer

TENDING OUR ROOTS – A PRAIRIE REVIVAL
In the Co-Presidents’ Report in last month’s Unichord, Dan and 

Kathy asked us to imagine what it would be like if  the UUCE did 
not exist. No bell choir, no RE for our children, no sermons, no 
adult Sunday School, no prairie or labyrinth, no music from our 
trio, no building, no place to meet new friends, and on and on. For 
me this thought of  no UUCE conjured up a powerful image of  
how my life would be different—less fulfilling, with fewer 
connections to others, and just plain lacking—without our church. 
As a UUCE member who has benefited in so many ways from my 
participation in our church, I not only want to make sure that the 
UUCE continues to exist, but to ensure that our church continues 
to thrive and prosper. 

In the first two weeks of  March, we will all have an opportunity 
to pledge financial support to our religious community to help 
ensure that our church does indeed prosper. Tending our Roots – 
A Prairie Revival is the theme of  this year’s canvass which began 
on Sunday, February 27, with a revival service led by our Reverend 
Dan Brosier. This was immediately followed by a Prairie Revival 
Garden Party luncheon for all in the Fellowship Hall. 

Then, in the subsequent two weeks, you will be asked to meet 
with a canvasser to discuss your feelings and thoughts about your 
experiences with our church. Your canvasser will also provide you 
with more information about our financial needs for the coming 
year and answer questions that you may have. And, at this time, 
you will have the opportunity to make a financial commitment to 
the UUCE for the 2005-06 church year.

Our financial needs have increased this year. We are counting on 
the members and friends of  the UUCE to “tend our roots” by 
contributing generously so that our church can continue to thrive 
and prosper. Thank you very much for your support!
Sincerely, Joe Masonick, Canvass Committee Co-Chair 

SECOND SERVICE TASK FORCE BEGINS WORK
The Board of  Trustees has appointed seven people to form the 

Second Service Task Force (SSTF). We are Andrea Schmidlin 
(chair), Steve Askins, Dan Brosier, Carl Deitrick, Alice Macy, 
Kathy Underwood, and Elise Wall. Linda Porter serves as an ex 
officio member of  the SSTF. 

The Space Utilization Task Force recommended that a second 
service feasibility study be done. Our charge from the Board is to 
study the feasibility of  adding a second service to the Sunday 
morning offerings at UUCE. This does not imply that other 
options have been eliminated or that any decisions have been 
made. The specific activities the task force will pursue include, but 
aren’t limited to:
! Review of  research on adding worship services,
! Visits and interviews with other churches which have added 

services,
! Interviews with impacted committees, staff, and individuals 

within our church,
! Surveys of  the congregation, and
! Drawing up a recommended implementation plan to submit to 

the Board
We have already begun work on the first two items listed above. 

We plan to spend about a year completing our work, and everyone 
will be given multiple opportunities to provide input to the SSTF. 
We promise to listen thoughtfully to everyone who would be 
impacted by the addition of  a second service. If  you have previous 
experience in a congregation where an additional service was 
added, we would like to speak with you early in our work, and we 
would ask that you contact one of  the SSTF members. 

Dan and Kathy Hislip
Board Co-Presidents

3 Jackie Van De Warker
5 Trisha Dean
5 Bridget Lucas 
8 Robin Peterson 
8 Amy Hill
9 Derek Bedard 
10 Mila Brinker
11 Melanie Davis 
15 Joe Cusimano
16 Mary Shelden
16 Pat Pecho
17 Mitch Tischke 
18 Dan Laux

19 Carol Ovelmen
21 Sherman Ovelmen
22 Carey Tyler Schug
23 Bruce Kiesewetter
23 Peter Hendry
23 Diane Denson
24 Diana March
27 Jamie Kiesewetter 
27 Lauren Carr 
30 Chuck Jeffries
30 Suzanne Hanifl
31 Jim Burnidge

GREEN CORNER
Non-toxic Spring Cleaning: Clean with a Clean Conscience!

Toxic chemicals are found in many conventional household 
cleaning products. They pollute our indoor air and can provoke 
asthmatic and allergic reactions.

Most conventional dish detergents, laundry detergents and 
stain removers are made from petroleum, a nonrenewable 
resource. Fragrances used in them may cause irritation and 
trigger allergic reactions. Some detergents contain alkylphenol 
ethoxylates (APEs), suspected hormone disrupters. Antibacterial 
soaps and cleansers promote growth of  resistant bacteria.

Chlorine bleach is highly caustic and may cause skin irritation. 
In the environment, chlorine bleach can create organochlorines, 
which are suspected carcinogens as well as reproductive, 
neurological or immune-system toxins.

Conventional drain, toilet and oven cleaners may cause severe 
eye, skin and respiratory irritation. Air fresheners may trigger 
asthmatic or allergic reactions.

Household pesticides may harm the nervous and hormonal 
systems. They may trigger respiratory problems and cause 
serious eye and skin irritation and, possibly, cancer.

There are alternatives to toxic household products which are 
safer for us humans while being kinder to our environment. A 
list of  safer, greener cleaning products is available on the Green 
Sanctuary table in the Fellowship Hall.

Adapted from The Green Guide, March/April 2003
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Ways to get involved
! Pledge
! Go ice skating with us on March 13
! Join a covenant or discussion group

Janeen Vanko poses with some of  the R.E.
kids during a February 27th field trip to 

Burnidge Woods Forest Preserve.

MARCH OPPORTUNITY FOR ACTIVISM: URGE CONGRESS 
TO SUPPORT CLIMATE STEWARDSHIP ACT!

This is the first of  what will be monthly opportunities for activism in the 
form of  letter writing about social/environmental issues. March’s activism 
issue is to encourage your U.S. Senators and Representative to support the 
recently reintroduced, bipartisan, Climate Stewardship Act (McCain-
Lieberman). The CSA is a modest first step toward limiting carbon dioxide and 
other greenhouse gases that contribute to global warming. Global warming is 
believed to be the greatest environmental threat we face, yet our nation has not 
begun to address it seriously. It is critical that we begin to face this threat. 
Printed letters for mailing are available on the Green Sanctuary table in the 
Fellowship Hall for your convenience. The body of  the letter was written by 
the Union of  Concerned Scientists. Thank you for taking action to make a 
difference. - the Green Sanctuary Committee

PHOTO OP
Before and after church on March 6 and March 13, UUCE members have an 
opportunity to have free individual/family portraits taken. The portraits will be 
used for a new online directory that will be part of  a password-protected 
“member’s only” area on our website. High-resolution digital images will be 
available for free or prints can be ordered for a nominal charge. Contact Todd 
Underwood to schedule a sitting.

ICE SKATING FAMILY ACTIVITY
Everyone from the small to the tall are welcome to join in celebrating the 

remnants of  our glorious winter by attending an ice skating party after church 
on March 13! The place is the Polar Dome in East Dundee, which is connected 
to Santa’s Village on the corner of  Rt. 25 and Rt. 72. The time is from 2-4 pm. 
The admission is $5.25, and skate rental is $2.00 (or you may bring your own 
skates.) Concessions are available. We look forward to an afternoon of  fun. 
Questions? Please call Louette Rogers.


