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You will also be provided with information 
about our financial needs for the coming year.  And you 
will have the opportunity to make a financial 

commitment to UUCE for the 2007-2008 church 
year.  Our financial needs have increased 

again this year.  The budget to operate 
our church for the upcoming year is 

$193,000, or about $530 per day!  
To pay for these expenses, we 
need to raise $166,000 in pledges 
from our approximately 170 
members and friends.  That is 
about a 20% increase from last 
year's pledges of  $137,00.  It 

takes an average of  about $1000 
in pledges per member to operate 

UUCE throughout the year.  
A canvasser will be contacting 

many of  you to set up a canvassing session, 
possibly either on Sunday, March 4, or on Music Sunday, 
March 11.  Also, if you have a spouse or partner, please 
try to schedule a time when you can both meet.

We are counting on the members and friends 
of  UUCE to continue Tending the Flame and 
Funding our Faith by contributing generously so that 
our church can continue to thrive and prosper.  Thank 
you very much for your support!

The 2007 Canvass Committee:  Paul Anderson 
(chair), Tim Davis, Bob Jackson, Alice Macy, Joe 
Masonick, Linda Rodda, Carol Schoengart, and Rusty 
Winchel
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We are truly fortunate to have a place like UUCE as 
our religious community in which to practice our UU faith.  
From the Sunday services that begin with the lighting of  the 
flame on our chalice, to the great music and inspiring 
sermons, to the religious education opportunities for 
our children, youth, and adults, to the friendships 
and connections we make, to the 
opportunities for activism and involvement 
in our community—we are fortunate. 

During the first two weeks of  
March, we will all have an opportunity to 
pledge financial support to this religious 
community that we cherish.  Tending 
the Flame - Funding Our Faith is the 
theme of  this year's canvass, which begins 
on Canvass Sunday, March 4, with a canvass 
service led by our Reverend Dan Brosier, 
followed immediately by a canvass luncheon for 
all in the Fellowship Hall.  Then after the luncheon, 
we are hoping that many canvass sessions will take place at 
several canvassing stations that will be set up throughout 
the church.

Whether you receive your canvass materials by mail, 
or meet face to face with a  canvasser, you will be asked 
three questions to elicit your feelings and thoughts about 
your experiences with our church.  The three questions are: 

- What are your “joys and concerns”  about UUCE?

- Do you participate in any of  UUCE's social action 
programs such as: Green Sanctuary, Women Cooking for 
Women, Larkin Center Creekside Home, Crop Walk, 
Peace and Justice Coalition, Village Banking, APPLE, or 
Adopt-A-Highway?  If  not, why not?  Are there other 
social action programs you would like to see at UUCE?

- In what ways would you like to be more involved?

Funding Our Faith!

UUCE Funds Micro-Credit Bank
Normally, self-congratulation is not a pretty thing. We 
generally are more comfortable with folks who wait until 
others applaud their efforts. But rules have exceptions, 
and this surely is one of  them. Our response to the appeal 
to address poverty was nothing short of  fantastic. We 
raised enough money to fund a village bank and start a 
second one. Now, we still have to collect the pledges to 
get the check in the mail, but we are very close to doing 
our part in eliminating the cycle of  poverty in a village in 
Haiti. We are very close to the opening of  the first ever 
Village Bank of  UUCE.

We, as a giving community, have obviously decided 
that eliminating poverty is not too big a job or too far away 
or something that bigger organizations with more funding 
have to handle.    Continued on page  >> 6 << 

Hear Dan Hislip’s message on the 
NEWS page at www.uuce.org 
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As I have periodically done in the past, I write to  
bring the congregation up to date on my life with 
Parkinson's Disease.  It has been over a year since 
I last wrote about this in the Unichord, and that is 
good because it meant that in that time I didn't 
have a lot to write about.  The fact that the 
disease is in its early stages meant that the 
symptoms were not significant, and have 
responded to the rather mild medication I have 
been taking.

But PD is a progressive disease, and although I am still 
considered in the early stages, it is starting to interfere with some of  my 
activities.  What I notice most is the loss of my fine motor skills on my 
left side. This makes it more difficult to type, button buttons—in 
general manipulate small objects.  It has also affected my walk giving me 
sort of  a limp.

As a result I am on the next level of  medication.  I am hoping, 
once I get to the right dosage, that it will loosen up my left side a bit.  I 
am putting off  taking the standard medication for PD, which is quite 
effective for most people, because after five to seven years its side 
effects can be substantial.  I want to save this medication until the 
others are no longer effective.

One of  the symptoms of  PD that I am particularly concerned 
about as it relates to my ministry is something called the Parkinson's 
mask.   A Parkinson's mask results from the impairment of  the facial 
muscles, which reduces the degree of facial expression.  As this occurs 
the person's face becomes increasingly expressionless which to others 
might look mean, or uninterested, or cross.  Now I have never been a 
Mr. Smiley Face, but as this symptom develops I am concerned that 
people will be put off  by my lack of expression.  I am not sure that I am 
at this point developing such a mask, but I raise the issue in the hope of 
diffusing its power to impact my relationships, especially with those who 
are just getting to know me.  

Oh, yes, one more thing.  One of the potential side effects of  
my new medication is, strange as it sounds, a gambling compulsion.  
Not an eating compulsion, or a cleaning compulsion, or an organizing 
compulsion, just a gambling compulsion.  So far this isn't showing up, 
but just to be safe please don't lend me any money, or buy my car if I 
try to sell it to you cheap.  

From the Minister

Rev. Dan Brosier
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Member Pledges—2006-2007 Fiscal Year

Budgeted
$107,249

Actual
$108,240

The 2006-2007 budget calls for $128,750 in pledges. 
Ten months’ worth of this figure is $107,249. 

Questions? Contact your Finance Coordinator, Alice Macy.

Month of Sundays

4  OUR TRUE HEAVEN

An exploration of the ramifications of a 
UU atheist’s finding him/herself in 
heaven and what s/he had to do to 
stay there.  Service led by the Rev. 
Dan Brosier.

11 MUSIC SUNDAY
Twice a year we devote a service to 
celebrating the music of this church.  
As usual we have a full line-up of 
members willing to share their musical 
gifts with us. Service led by the Rev. 
Dan Brosier.

18  UU VOICES
We celebrate our Unitarian 
Universalist heritage and remind 
ourselves of the spirit underlying our 
faith through the prophetic words of 
our religious forebears.  Service led 
by the Rev. Dan Brosier.

25  REMEMBERING THOSE WE HAVE LOST
            Acknowledgment of life events is 

essential to any spiritual community. 
In this service we will recognize those 
who have completed the circle of life 
on this earth. People will have the 
opportunity to speak the name of a 
lost loved one as part of a water ritual 
to honor the dead. Service led by 
Elise C. Wall.
    

Services 10:45 A.M.
Fellowship & Coffee Following

Childcare Available

UUCE Calendar
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March

Consider Paying Your Pledge Online
Most banks offer an online payment service through which 
their customers can schedule payments to cover their financial 
obligations.  This is very useful when one wants to make 
regular payments of  a set amount—as pledge payments to this 
church usually are.  A number of church members already use 
such a service to make their pledge contributions.  This is 
beneficial to the church as it provides a steady stream of  
income.  The Finance Committee encourages all members to 
consider paying their pledges in this manner.  For information 
about an online payment service, contact your bank.

Friday 2nd
9:15 AM Executive Team Meeting

6:30 PM Women Cooking for Women

SUNDAY March 4th - Canvass Sunday
9:00 AM Unichords
9:30 AM Adult Sunday School - 302
9:30 AM Worship Committee
10:45 AM Worship Service
12:00 PM Canvass Sunday Lunch
2:30 PM Lessons of Loss Workshop 302

Wednesday 7th
7:00 PM Committee on the Ministry
7:00 PM Spiritual Inquiry Covenant Group

 - 302
7:00 PM Pagan Unity - 301
7:00 PM Barn Bells

Thursday 8th
7:30 PM UUCE Chior Practice - Sanctuary

Saturday 10th
1:00 PM Paganism 101 - Fellowship Hall

SUNDAY March 11th
9:00 AM Unichords
9:00 AM RE Council
9:30 AM Adult Sunday School - 302
10:45 AM MUSIC SUNDAY Worship Service
12:00 PM Youth Brunch - Fellowship Hall
12:00 PM Famers Market
12:30 PM Lessons of Loss Workshop - 302

Tuesday 13th
7:00 PM Covenant Group - off site

Wednesday 14th
7:00 PM APPLE Meeting 301
7:00 PM Barn Bells
7:00 PM Finance Committee - Dans Office

Friday 16th
9:15 AM Executive Team Meeting

SUNDAY March 18th
9:00 AM Unichords
9:30 AM Adult Sunday School - 302
10:45 AM Worship Service
12:00 PM Birthday Potluck - FH
12:30 PM Green Sanctuary

   APRIL UNICHORD NEWS DUE

Wednesday 21st
7:00 Barn Bells
7:00 PM Women's Crafting Night

Thursday 22nd
7:00 PM Board Meeting
7:30 PM UUCE Chior Practice - Sanctuary

Friday 23rd
7:00 PM Book Group - off site

SUNDAY March 25th 
9:00 AM Unichords
9:30 AM Adult Sunday School - 302
10:45 AM - Worship Service

Tuesday 20th
7:00 Covenant Group - off site

Wednesday 28th
7:00 PM Women's Spirituality - 301
7:00 PM Barn Bells

Friday 30th
9:15 AM Executive Team Meeting

Saturday 31st
9:30 AM Quilting - 302

For the latest information check 
the calendar at www.uuce.org

Youth Group Brunch
After the service on Music Sunday, March 11, feel free to join 
us for the Youth Group Brunch. We will serve a variety of  
foods, including locally grown, organic, and vegetarian 
choices. The proceeds will go to future Youth Group outings. 
The prices are $5/adult $2.50/child and $15.00/family. 
                                                         - Charlie Schmidlin

Lighting this chalice, we 
invoke the presence of 
Love in our hearts, to share 
it today among us and 
then spread it to the world. 

Therefore, let nobody feel a stranger in 
this circle and may all feel welcome.
    —the Sociedad Unitaria Universalista de España
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Women Cooking For Women
If  you are a woman older than 

13, you will want to join us on Friday, 
ndMarch 2  for the next Women 

Cooking For Women dinner and discussion.  We 
laugh, chat, eat, discuss light and heavy topics, and laugh (a lot!).  
Bring a friend…or meet a friend.  

Bring a dish to share for the potluck. The suggested 
donations are $5 if  you bring a dish to share, and $10 if you don't.

Doors open at 6:30 p.m. Food served by 7:00 p.m.  
Friends and family members are welcome to attend. There is no 
sign-up or membership required. Just come!   See Laurie 
Kiesewetter  or Andrea Schmidlin 
(andrea.schmidlin@gmail.com) if  you have questions.  

First Friday of  each month for WCFW dinners:
ndFri., March 2 : Invisible Children

thFri., April 6 :  Sisters for Science
thFri., May 4 :  Joining book group and reading, 

Three Cups of  Tea, by Mortenson & Relin
HOPE YOU'LL JOIN US!

~

LIBRARY NOTES
Present and past participants in the "Lessons of  Loss" workshop can 
find additional resources in our church library, in the "featured 
books" section of  the white bookcase.  Included are "Life is Goodbye, 
Life is Hello: Grieving Well Through All Kinds of Loss" by Alla 
Bozarth-Campbell; "Good Grief: A Constructive Approach to the 
Problems of  Loss" by Granger E. Westberg; and "Companion 
Through the Darkness: Inner Dialogues on Grief" by Stephanie 
Ericsson.

~

(lauriesk@wowway.com)

Circle Supper
Unbeknownst to those new to the church, people are eating!  

Together!  Monthly!  Here, to tell you a little bit about her own 
experience with circle supper is our own Leslie Sawyer: “This is my 
third year participating in Circle Suppers.  The first two years I was an 
alternate as my townhouse is not big enough to accommodate a large 
dinner party.  As an alternate, I was called to fill in if someone could 
not make it.  I was usually able to make it to about 3-4 dinners per 
year.  This year I wanted to be a more active participant and was able 
to sign up as a regular member using a “donated host house.”  Thus 
far,  One of  the things I enjoy the most about Circle Suppers is the 
opportunity to meet and get to know people from church in a more 
social atmosphere.  The number of  people (8-10) is perfect for 
interesting conversations.  Bill, who is not a member of the church, 
reports feeling very welcome and comfortable at these events.  Of  
course, the other wonderful thing about Circle Suppers is the 
scrumptious foods! We are very excited about hosting our first supper 
next month, thanks to a couple who generously donated their house.  
We are looking forward to planning the menu and to getting to know 
new people.”

Occasionally a participant isn’t able to make it to their dinner.   
The good news for you is that it’s never too late to sign up to be an 
alternate! Please contact Sharon Fincher if  interested.

~

News & Announcements

Religious Education
 

 
  February was a busy and rewarding 
month. 

   We celebrated our inter-session with a worship service, met 
our Mystery Matches, honored our teachers, and began a new 
semester of  religious education classes. Thanks again to 
everyone who helped make all of  these events happen!

   This month, the youth group will be having a brunch on 
March 11 (Music Sunday) to raise money for attending 
conferences and other activities. Come enjoy a great meal and 
support our youth!

   Also, the Religious Education Council will be hosting its 
annual Birthday Potluck on March 18 after the service. This 
year's celebration will center on the Chinese zodiac. All ages 
are invited to bring a dish to share—Chinese food especially 
welcomed! You'll find out what your animal is, and meet 
others like you. And there'll be cake, of course!

rd th   The 3 -5  grade class voted to go have lunch at Spring Hill 
Mall and go shopping March 4 after the service. Next month, 

th th
the 6 -8  grade class will have an outing, too. They will 
choose their activity this month, so look for an email about it 
soon.

                                       In Faith,
        Kathy Underwood

Kathy Underwood
Director of

 Religious Education

Religious Education

March 4  Preschool A Visit From A Baby
 K-2 Our Favorite Places
 3-5 Frank Lloyd Wright #2
 6-8 The Black Box
High School-Islam/Plan Service

March 11 Music Sunday Intergenerational
                   No classes

March 18 Preschool Pussy Willows
 K-2 Our Favorite Objects
 3-5 Jell-O
 6-8 Spring Equinox
 High School-Islam/Plan Service

March 25 Preschool Rainbows
 K-2 Helping Others
 3-5 A Visitor
 6-8 Creating Worship

    High School-Islam/Plan Service

Minister of  Purchase Street Church in Boston in 
1800’s - a central figure in the Transcendentalist 

movement - a founder of  the Brook Farm 
commune and one of  America’s most prominent 

literary reviewers and critics.  
(answer will appear in the next Unichord)

 February Who Am I is Tim Robbins

Who Am I?

  

Adult Sunday School Schedule
First Sunday of  each month features the study of  Spiral 

Dynamics with Bob Sandidge and Anne Ward— March 4th 
the group moves into How do we get to BIG MIND—Beta 
Mind.  All are invited to come and learn what Spiral Dynamics 
is and how it applies to our lives.

The second and third Sundays of  each month Dan Hislip 
facilitates Bible Study. Bring your Bible.

On the fourth and on the occasional fifth Sunday of  each 
month Andrea Schmidlin facilitates a discussion Forum.  Do 
join this lively group any Sunday at 9:30 am on the 3rd floor.

Quilters
Meet Saturday, March 31st, 9:30 - 3:00 PM on the third floor. 
Colors this year are brown and cream. If  anyone wishes to 
donate fabric, they can buy 1/4” yard strips of these colors in 
100% cotton fabric. We always welcome new people.  The UU 
Quilters

~

Secret Meetings
 Two new small groups are forming at UUCE.  Both 

groups are meeting to discuss the book “The Secret” with each 
having a slightly different focus.  Both groups are meeting the 
first and third Wednesday nights of each month.  If  you are 
interested in participating in either group, please join us March 
7 at 7:00 PM at the church.  For more information about the 
groups, contact Pat Pecho or Dan Hislip.

~

commUUnity Garden 2007
UU-grown organic veggies are headed our way! You 

are invited to be a Gardener or a Shareholder. Gardeners sow 
seeds, pull weeds, water the beds; and harvest, distribute, and 
eat the fruits of  their labor. Last year, entire families joined in. 
All agreed that a Saturday morning was more fun when 
“dancing” in the dirt. Directions are provided and no 
experience is necessary. Shareholders pay one fee for the season 
and receive an equitable share of  the harvest. They pick up 
their bounty at the church. The garden is located in the 
northeast area of  the church grounds; look for the raised beds.

This year's completely organic crop is planned to 
include: broccoli, basil, lettuce, spinach, Newman's Own 
potatoes, carrots, sugar snap peas, Roma and cherry tomatoes, 
and Blue Lake green beans.  Perhaps, some parsley, sage, and 
Swiss chard, too. 

We need a group of gardeners committed to work at 
least four dates over the summer. The dates are negotiable; 
however, the commitment is not.

The fee is $5 to garden, $10 to share-hold.  That is ½ 
the cost of  last year, and scholarships are available. Last year we 
had the "good problem" of  too many people.  There were not 
enough veggies to go around.  Therefore, this year ***space is 
limited*** plus we'll be adding one more bed to improve the 
balance. Contact Donna Askins by Easter Sunday if you'd like 
to participate. Join us!. 

~
Planned Giving
Consider one of  the simplest and most rewarding gifts you 
can make to Unitarian Universalism: a bequest in your will or 
other estate plans. Many of  us want to provide generously 
for the organizations we cherish, in addition to our loved 
ones. A bequest of any size in your estate plans can shape 
the future of  this congregation and ensure its vitality for 
generations to come. Contact Tim Davis, Carol Schoengart, 
or Jim Burnidge, members of  the UUCE Endowment 
Committee, for more information.

~

Wheel of Life   
Congratulations to member Mary Shelden and her partner in 
life Margie Cook who on February 10 celebrated their 
commitment to each other through a covenant ceremony with 
family and friends.

Congratulations to Suzanne and Paul Hanifl who are 
grandparents again with the arrival of  Borden Michael Lee.  
Borden is the son of  Sharon Hanifl-Lee and husband 
Michael Lee..  

New Members
Since our last Unichord Marge Federer, Chris Bronstein, 
Vickie Kilgore, and Tod Waldron have signed the 
membership book.  We joyfully welcome them into our 
community.

THE END IS NEAR. . . . . .
  . . . . .the end of  UUCE's fiscal year on March 31, that is.  It 
would be very helpful if  you could fulfill your 2006-07 pledge by 
that date if  you have not already done so.  Also, if  you have 
receipts/requests for reimbursement for church related expenses, 
please turn them in to Alice Macy, Finance Coordinator. 
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Together!  Monthly!  Here, to tell you a little bit about her own 
experience with circle supper is our own Leslie Sawyer: “This is my 
third year participating in Circle Suppers.  The first two years I was an 
alternate as my townhouse is not big enough to accommodate a large 
dinner party.  As an alternate, I was called to fill in if someone could 
not make it.  I was usually able to make it to about 3-4 dinners per 
year.  This year I wanted to be a more active participant and was able 
to sign up as a regular member using a “donated host house.”  Thus 
far,  One of  the things I enjoy the most about Circle Suppers is the 
opportunity to meet and get to know people from church in a more 
social atmosphere.  The number of  people (8-10) is perfect for 
interesting conversations.  Bill, who is not a member of the church, 
reports feeling very welcome and comfortable at these events.  Of  
course, the other wonderful thing about Circle Suppers is the 
scrumptious foods! We are very excited about hosting our first supper 
next month, thanks to a couple who generously donated their house.  
We are looking forward to planning the menu and to getting to know 
new people.”

Occasionally a participant isn’t able to make it to their dinner.   
The good news for you is that it’s never too late to sign up to be an 
alternate! Please contact Sharon Fincher if  interested.

~

News & Announcements

Religious Education
 

 
  February was a busy and rewarding 
month. 

   We celebrated our inter-session with a worship service, met 
our Mystery Matches, honored our teachers, and began a new 
semester of  religious education classes. Thanks again to 
everyone who helped make all of  these events happen!

   This month, the youth group will be having a brunch on 
March 11 (Music Sunday) to raise money for attending 
conferences and other activities. Come enjoy a great meal and 
support our youth!

   Also, the Religious Education Council will be hosting its 
annual Birthday Potluck on March 18 after the service. This 
year's celebration will center on the Chinese zodiac. All ages 
are invited to bring a dish to share—Chinese food especially 
welcomed! You'll find out what your animal is, and meet 
others like you. And there'll be cake, of course!

rd th   The 3 -5  grade class voted to go have lunch at Spring Hill 
Mall and go shopping March 4 after the service. Next month, 

th th
the 6 -8  grade class will have an outing, too. They will 
choose their activity this month, so look for an email about it 
soon.

                                       In Faith,
        Kathy Underwood

Kathy Underwood
Director of

 Religious Education

Religious Education

March 4  Preschool A Visit From A Baby
 K-2 Our Favorite Places
 3-5 Frank Lloyd Wright #2
 6-8 The Black Box
High School-Islam/Plan Service

March 11 Music Sunday Intergenerational
                   No classes

March 18 Preschool Pussy Willows
 K-2 Our Favorite Objects
 3-5 Jell-O
 6-8 Spring Equinox
 High School-Islam/Plan Service

March 25 Preschool Rainbows
 K-2 Helping Others
 3-5 A Visitor
 6-8 Creating Worship

    High School-Islam/Plan Service

Minister of  Purchase Street Church in Boston in 
1800’s - a central figure in the Transcendentalist 

movement - a founder of  the Brook Farm 
commune and one of  America’s most prominent 

literary reviewers and critics.  
(answer will appear in the next Unichord)

 February Who Am I is Tim Robbins

Who Am I?

  

Adult Sunday School Schedule
First Sunday of  each month features the study of  Spiral 

Dynamics with Bob Sandidge and Anne Ward— March 4th 
the group moves into How do we get to BIG MIND—Beta 
Mind.  All are invited to come and learn what Spiral Dynamics 
is and how it applies to our lives.

The second and third Sundays of  each month Dan Hislip 
facilitates Bible Study. Bring your Bible.

On the fourth and on the occasional fifth Sunday of  each 
month Andrea Schmidlin facilitates a discussion Forum.  Do 
join this lively group any Sunday at 9:30 am on the 3rd floor.

Quilters
Meet Saturday, March 31st, 9:30 - 3:00 PM on the third floor. 
Colors this year are brown and cream. If  anyone wishes to 
donate fabric, they can buy 1/4” yard strips of these colors in 
100% cotton fabric. We always welcome new people.  The UU 
Quilters

~

Secret Meetings
 Two new small groups are forming at UUCE.  Both 

groups are meeting to discuss the book “The Secret” with each 
having a slightly different focus.  Both groups are meeting the 
first and third Wednesday nights of each month.  If  you are 
interested in participating in either group, please join us March 
7 at 7:00 PM at the church.  For more information about the 
groups, contact Pat Pecho or Dan Hislip.

~

commUUnity Garden 2007
UU-grown organic veggies are headed our way! You 

are invited to be a Gardener or a Shareholder. Gardeners sow 
seeds, pull weeds, water the beds; and harvest, distribute, and 
eat the fruits of  their labor. Last year, entire families joined in. 
All agreed that a Saturday morning was more fun when 
“dancing” in the dirt. Directions are provided and no 
experience is necessary. Shareholders pay one fee for the season 
and receive an equitable share of  the harvest. They pick up 
their bounty at the church. The garden is located in the 
northeast area of  the church grounds; look for the raised beds.

This year's completely organic crop is planned to 
include: broccoli, basil, lettuce, spinach, Newman's Own 
potatoes, carrots, sugar snap peas, Roma and cherry tomatoes, 
and Blue Lake green beans.  Perhaps, some parsley, sage, and 
Swiss chard, too. 

We need a group of gardeners committed to work at 
least four dates over the summer. The dates are negotiable; 
however, the commitment is not.

The fee is $5 to garden, $10 to share-hold.  That is ½ 
the cost of  last year, and scholarships are available. Last year we 
had the "good problem" of  too many people.  There were not 
enough veggies to go around.  Therefore, this year ***space is 
limited*** plus we'll be adding one more bed to improve the 
balance. Contact Donna Askins by Easter Sunday if you'd like 
to participate. Join us!. 

~
Planned Giving
Consider one of  the simplest and most rewarding gifts you 
can make to Unitarian Universalism: a bequest in your will or 
other estate plans. Many of  us want to provide generously 
for the organizations we cherish, in addition to our loved 
ones. A bequest of any size in your estate plans can shape 
the future of  this congregation and ensure its vitality for 
generations to come. Contact Tim Davis, Carol Schoengart, 
or Jim Burnidge, members of  the UUCE Endowment 
Committee, for more information.

~

Wheel of Life   
Congratulations to member Mary Shelden and her partner in 
life Margie Cook who on February 10 celebrated their 
commitment to each other through a covenant ceremony with 
family and friends.

Congratulations to Suzanne and Paul Hanifl who are 
grandparents again with the arrival of  Borden Michael Lee.  
Borden is the son of  Sharon Hanifl-Lee and husband 
Michael Lee..  

New Members
Since our last Unichord Marge Federer, Chris Bronstein, 
Vickie Kilgore, and Tod Waldron have signed the 
membership book.  We joyfully welcome them into our 
community.

THE END IS NEAR. . . . . .
  . . . . .the end of  UUCE's fiscal year on March 31, that is.  It 
would be very helpful if  you could fulfill your 2006-07 pledge by 
that date if  you have not already done so.  Also, if  you have 
receipts/requests for reimbursement for church related expenses, 
please turn them in to Alice Macy, Finance Coordinator. 



PENNIES FOR PEACE
  The R.E. classes, grades Pre-K through High School, are 

participating during the months of  March and April in "Pennies for 
Peace".  This is a  program of  Central Asia
 Institute, a non-profit organization dedicated to the 
promotion and support of  community-based education, especially 
for girls in remote mountain regions of  Central Asia.  During these 
two months we are asking the children and youth to bring in as many 
pennies as possible.  Pennies ONLY!  They are symbolic.  They 
represent the 1% of  Gross Domestic Product that wealthy nations 
should donate to the poorest nations per a United Nations 
agreement. The United States currently gives less than one-fifth of  a 
percent of  its GDP.

 We are challenging the adults of our UU community to 
match the donations of  our youth—IN PENNIES of  course!  So 
check your sofa cushions, pants pockets, and piggy banks and bring 
in those pennies.  The information and water jugs will be located on 
the second floor near the elevator. Visit www.penniesforpeace.org 
to learn more about the Central Asia Institute.

~
ContinUUm-
Young adults ages 18-35 are invited to attend this conference 
at 1st Unitarian Society of  Milwaukee from March 9-11. Look 
for the flyer on the kiosk in Fellowship Hall.

~
Eat and Meet Dinners Discontinued
Due to lack of  sponsorship and low attendance the Wednesday Eat 
and Meet dinners have been discontinued.

~
Wednesday Evening Childcare
Wednesday evening childcare from 7:00 - 9:00 PM is still available to 
parents attending church activities.  To reduce the times when we 
have hired childcare providers but had no children present, we now 
ask parents planning to use the childcare to reserve space by 5 PM 
the previous Monday.  Childcare spaces can be reserved by calling the 
church office or signing up on the clipboard outside the nursery.

~
UUCE BANK CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 
We, as a loving community, have decided to make a difference in 
the lives of  those living in poverty in a village in Haiti. We, as a 
committed community, have decided to act in justice and 
compassion. We are truly living out the principles we espouse. It 
is a very good feeling to be a part of  such a loving, giving, 
committed community here at UUCE.

We are not done. We have money to collect and a check 
to write to FINCA. We have more bricks to sell for the second 
bank. When we receive our inaugural report from FINCA, we will 
be connected in a very real and tangible way to the community 
that we have added to our own. Right now knowing that we are 
part of  the solution to the poverty in a small village in Haiti and 
that we are making a huge difference in their lives is making a big 
difference in ours.

In the upcoming months, the bank coordinators will 
share facts and figures about the specific activities relating to our 
village bank, but for now, to everyone who gave so generously 
and to those who will, thank you and well done. 
                                                     - Dan Hislip

Winter Farmers Market at UUCE on March 11
UUCE is hosting our first Winter Farmers Market on March 

11 following the Music Sunday service.  
Farmers from Wisconsin, Iowa and Illinois will be selling a 

variety of  their produce and products.  These foods and items are 
grown and produced right here in the Midwest and aren't trucked or 
flown from California, Florida, or South America, like much of our 
food.  

This is an opportunity to support small family farming in 
general, as well as help a specific farm family in crisis.  10% of  sales 
from this market will go to help one family experiencing a major 
medical crisis, a child injured by farm 
equipment.  

We are among the first churches 
in Illinois to host a winter farmers 
market through the Churches' Center for 
Land and People, an organization 
integrating the values of  Earth 
Stewardship, Community, Spirituality and 
Justice.

What is available at a winter 
farmers market?  Items expected at our 
farmers market include:
 Natural meats (chicken, ham, beef, pork), cheeses, 
honey, maple syrup, sorghum syrup, fair trade coffee, dried fruit 
(apples, cherries, peaches, apricots, blueberries, strawberries), 
eggs , yogurt, apple cider, cream cheese, salsas, fruit preserves, 
Bloody Mary mix, soups, and pasta sauces, organic flours and 
popcorn, wool and yarn, goat milk soaps, and more!

Our goal is to have a great turnout of  shoppers so that the 
farmers' travel and time here are worthwhile.  Please help spread the 
word!  If  you can distribute or post fliers at your work, school, café or 
library, please pick some up in the Fellowship Hall.  

For more information, contact Mary Alice Masonick.         
                                                      -The Green Sanctuary Committee

~
BOOK GROUP
You are warmly invited to join the members of  the Book 
Group at any of  their upcoming meetings, which begin at 
7:00 p.m.
       March 23 - "Gilead: A Novel" by Marilynne Robinson.  
                          At the home of Margot Cusimano.
      May 4 - "Three Cups of Tea: One Man's Mission to Fight
                    Terrorism and Build Nations...One School at a
                    Time" by Greg Mortenson and David Oliver Relin.
                    Joint meeting with Women Cooking for Women in
                    Fellowship Hall.

~
INTER-FAITH FOOD PANTRY - UUCE’s Sharing
Sunday, March 4th, is our opportunity to share from our 
pantry to the Inter-Faith Food Pantry.  Take a look through your 
pantry and bring along a few items. Your donations of  non-
perishable food, toiletries and baby needs will nourish those who 
in many cases don’t have a pantry of their own. Share your 
breakfast cereals, fruit juices, powdered milk, pancake mixes and 
syrup. Laundry and dish detergent, face soap, baby food and 
diapers, and toilet paper are always needed. Thanks to the join 
efforts of  our UUCE community, we are brightening the lives 
of  many others.                           ~

Green Corner

6  (847)888-0668

News & Announcements

This is the season of  UUCE fundraising, 
with our successful service auction last 
month and the Annual Canvass this month.  
This is the time we are all called on to 
think about what the church means to us 
and what we can contribute to continue 

this spiritual community and its work in the 
world through all of us.  We had an inspiring 

example of  this last month with the opportunity to fund the micro-
credit project  and give we did!  

And giving is what it is all about.  There is something very powerful 
about using our money, our resources, to put our intentions into action. 
It is powerful for us and it is powerful in its effect.  

I have two quotes to share with you on the matter of giving:

The Soul of  Money by Lynne Twist is a wonderful book about the role of 
money in our lives. As a fundraiser for The Hunger Project, she says 
she learned a powerful lesson about money from a woman in Harlem 
who was in a gathering to which Lynne made a presentation and asked 
for donations.  The woman said, “….To me, money is a lot like water.  For 
some folks it rushes through their life like a raging river.  Money comes through my 
life like a little trickle.  But I want to pass it on in a way that does the most good for 
the most folks.  I see that as my right and as my responsibility.  It's also my joy.” 
This woman of  very modest means then donated $50 to the cause, and 
the room of  people followed suit, donating in $5, $10, and $1 bills.  
Lynne describes being in tears accepting it. 

In The Giving Heart by MJ Ryan, she describes an interview with the 
author Anne Lamott.  “[Anne] was asked about her relationship to 
money.  As a single mother living off her writing, her financial security 
has been precarious at best….  'I know that if  I feel any deprivation or 
fear [about money] the solution is to give.  The solution is to find some 
mothers on the streets of  San Raphael and give them tens and twenties 
and mail off  another $50 to Doctors Without Borders to use for the 
refugees in Kosovo.  Because I know that giving is the way we can feel 
abundant.   Giving is the way that we fill ourselves up…For me the way 
to fill up is through service and sharing and getting myself  to give more 
than I feel comfortable giving.' “

I would guess that many of  us may, at times, have felt the joy and 
abundance these two women speak of. Giving what we have supports 
and expands both ourselves and our world.  In our own church 
community, we benefit personally from what our pledges buy, but it is 
important also to recognize the broader impact we are funding through 
our community's “good works” and in how we express our faith in our 
daily lives.  This is what we are about, and this is what I believe is worth 
funding both with our money and with our time and energy.  What 
difference do you want to make with your money, integrity, and 
capabilities? 

Take a look at what you appreciate about the church and what you want 
the church to grow into in the future.  What we fund now is the basis 
for where we go, what we do and the long term impact of  UUCE. 

In partnership, 
                                                            Lydia 

Lydia Larrabee
Board President

3 Jackie Van De Warker
5 Trisha Dean
6 Sharon Fincher
8 Robin Peterson 
8 Amy Hill
9 Derek Bedard 
9 Olivia Grace Husseini
10 Mila Brinker
11 Melanie Davis 
15 Joe Cusimano
16 Mary Shelden
16 Pat Pecho
18 Dan Laux
19 Carol Ovelmen

Kudos to:  

Jessica Frost and Chris Davis for 
coordinating the Mystery Match program; 
Debbie Whiston-Garman for 
coordinating the New Teachers’ 
Luncheon; Dan Brosier, Jessica Frost, 
Ann Kremer, Chris Leyba, Todd 
Underwood for providing additional help 
with the Fine Arts program. 

For 2007 Service Auction: Steve Askins, Mila Brinker, Dan 
Brosier, Andrew Carey, Dotty Carringi, Tim & Chris Davis, 
Ruth Gnuechtel, Ron Gole, Kathy & Dan Hislip, Bob 
Jackson, Lydia Larrabee, Marianne Lyons, Alice Macy, 
Mike Moutrie, Pat Pecho, Joy Shores, Todd & Kathy 
Underwood, Cheren Waller, Kevin Webster, Phil Webster, 
Norm Wilkinson, Corey Zak, and all the silent and live 
auction contributors and bidders.

Ways to Get in Touch
Church Office            847.888.0668
Web site           www.uuce.org
PodCast                         uuce.libsyn.com
Schedule an event               uuce.org/event-scheduling.html

Newsletter submissions newsletter@uuce.org
Board President:
    Lydia Larrabee                                                 
Newsletter Editor 
    Bob Sandidge Newsletter@uuce.org   847.854.1111 

Deadlines
Order of  Service         Wednesday PM
UNICHORD NEWS DUE            March 18th

March Birthdays
21 Sherman Ovelmen
22 Carey Schug
22 Danielle Foster
23 Bruce Kiesewetter
24 Diana March
24  Jill Lonegra
27 Jamie Kiesewetter 
28 Donna Pavoris
30 Suzanne Hanifl
31 Jim Burnidge
31 Olivia Abdur-Raffia
31 Sarah Seiberlich
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be connected in a very real and tangible way to the community 
that we have added to our own. Right now knowing that we are 
part of  the solution to the poverty in a small village in Haiti and 
that we are making a huge difference in their lives is making a big 
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The Unitarian Universalist Church of Elgin
P.O. Box 1032
Elgin, IL 60121 (847) 888-0668

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

www.uuce.org

2007 Service Auction
brings tons of fun and

over $10,000!

THANK YOU!


