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During the past year our congregation has worked on 
articulating a vision for the Unitarian Universalist 
Church of Elgin.  From this vision we have crafted this 
year's Canvass theme:

Growing Our Vision Together:  
Community, Beliefs, Learning, Justice

We are fortunate in many ways to be a part of UUCE.  
Our church offers us a unique opportunity for:  

• Community, where we experience 
inspiring sermons and great music, 
form meaningful relationships, and 
show tolerance and acceptance 
of others,

• Freedom of Belief, where 
we are encouraged to freely 
pursue our spiritual paths, 
seek meaning, and reach 
out to the larger 
community as a voice of 
religious freedom,

• Learning, where we find 
Religious Education for our 
children, Sunday School for 
adults, programs such as 
Prairie Fest and Covenant 
groups, and a public forum to 
discuss vital issues,

• Social Justice, where we are offered 
opportunities for awareness of and activism 
for social justice and environmental issues. 

 
During early March, we will all have a chance to pledge 
support for this religious community that we cherish and 
to help fulfill our vision.  The Canvass begins with a 

ndservice led by the Reverend Dan Brosier on March 2 , 
followed immediately by a Canvass Luncheon for all in 
Fellowship Hall.

Traditionally, we have canvassed members and friends in 
face-to-face meetings.  This year 
we are trying something 
different.  We are offering 
“Cottage Meetings” — 
gatherings of 8 to 12 people 
held at a member's home or at 
UUCE to discuss the Canvass in 
a social environment. At the 
meeting you will receive 
information and be allowed to 

ask questions about the financial needs of our church.  
You will also be given some time to contemplate and 
share your thoughts and feelings about UUCE. 

And you will have the opportunity to make a 
financial commitment to UUCE for the 2008-09 
church year.  Our financial needs have increased 
again.  The budget to operate our church for this 
upcoming 15 month fiscal year requires us to raise 
$216,000 in pledges.  That is about $14,400 per 
month, a 20% increase from last year's pledges of 

about $12,000 per month from our 170 
members and friends.  

Please sign up for one of the 
Cottage Meetings below by 
contacting Joe Masonick or 
Linda Rodda or by signing the 
Cottage Meeting clipboard in 
Fellowship Hall.  Our website 
has additional information:
www.uuce.org/canvass.

Sun 3/2 at UUCE 1:00-3:00 pm (childcare 
available)

Mon 3/3 at Sharon Fincher's home (Crystal 
Lake) 7:00-9:00 pm

Tue 3/4 at Margot Cusimano's home (Barrington) 7:00-9:00 
pm

Wed 3/5 at Kathy Hislip's home (Barrington) 7:00-9:00 pm
Thu 3/6 at Mike Moutrie's home (Cary) 7:00-9:00 pm
Sun 3/9 at Greg Ward's home (Huntley) 4:00-6:00 pm
Tue 3/11 at Kim Cecil's home (Huntley) 7:00-9:00 pm
Wed 3/12 at UUCE 7:00-9:00 pm (childcare available)
Thu 3/13 at Tim Davis's home (Elgin west side) 7:00-9:00 pm
Sun 3/16 at UUCE 12:30-2:30 pm (childcare available)
Tue 3/18 at Bob Jackson's home (Elgin east side) 7:00-9:00 pm

So, please join us on Canvass Sunday, March 2, for 
the Canvass Service and Luncheon.  Please sign-up for 
a Cottage Meeting.  And please consider making a 
generous financial pledge to UUCE so we can 
continue Growing Our Vision Together.

Thank you - The Canvass Committee: Tim Davis, Bob 
Jackson, Alice Macy, Joe Masonick, Mike Moutrie, Linda 
Rodda (chair), Carol Schoengart, Michelle Sweeney.

 



2 3 www.uuce.org

 I joined my first Unitarian Universalist 
church when I was in my early 30's.  It was the 
first religious community I chose to join, the first 
one I had participated in since I was a child.  
After I signed the membership book I was asked 
to make a financial pledge and I decided that $10 
a month wouldn't be too painful.  Although it is 
an understatement to say I didn't make a lot of 
money at that time, even so I could have 
contributed significantly more without incurring 
financial discomfort.  My decision was based on 
what would be financially easy for me.

The church was a small fellowship without a minister or a 
building.  The congregation seemed to be making ends meet 
financially so I figured whatever I contributed was gravy.  I failed to 
understand that in such a community it is important to look beyond 
subsistence to a vision of what could be.  The pledge I made that first 
year helped the church merely survive but did little to support the 
efforts to become a more relevant and meaningful community, a more 
significant liberal religious presence in the area. 

It takes a number of things to grow a thriving community.  It 
takes a clear sense of mission and vision; effective leadership; the 
investment of people's hearts, minds and energy--and it takes cold 
hard cash.  And this cold hard cash comes from us, the church 
community.  It is raised, for the most part, through our annual 
canvass that we hold every March.  What we raise during the canvass 
has a significant impact on how well we care for what we have, and 
very importantly, what we become.

This year's canvass will be a little different in scope.  Because 
the congregation voted to transition into a new fiscal year (one that 
begins July 1 instead of April 1) this year's canvass will raise the funds 
to last us 15 months rather than 12.  We are essentially asking our 
members and friends to figure out how much they would pledge for a 
12 month year and then increase that by 25% to cover the additional 
3 months of this unusually long transition year.  Everyone's pledge 
should look significantly bigger this year.  Some of that will be due to 
members and friends increasing what they give monthly, but most of 
it will be due to the fact we are pledging for 15 months instead of 12.   

This year's canvass begins on March 2.  I urge you to take 
some time to appreciate what you have in this community, envision 
what you want it to be, and then pledge to make that come true. 

From the Minister

Rev. Dan Brosier
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Member Pledges—2007-2008 Fiscal Year

Budgeted
$114,427

Actual
$137,367

The 2007-2008 budget calls for $137,367 in pledges. 
Ten months’ worth of this figure is $114,427. 

Questions? Contact your Finance Coordinator, Alice Macy.

Month of Sundays
March 2008

2 - Taking Ourselves Serious ly
On this our Canvass Sunday we examine what it means to 
take ourselves seriously as Unitarian Universalists and 
members of this particular religious community.  Service led 
by the Rev. Dan Brosier

9 - Our Unitarian Universalist Heritage
We examine some of the people and events that have 
shaped not only our faith but this nation and the world.  
Service led by the Rev. Dan Brosier.

16 - Music Sunday
Twice a year we devote a service to celebrating the music 
of this church.  As usual we have a full line-up of members 
willing to share their musical gifts with us. Service led by 
the Rev. Dan Brosier.

23 - Death, Resurrection and Bunnies: 
Some Roots of Easter
The holiday we call Easter is one with roots deep in human 
religious experience.  Service led by the Rev. Dan Brosier.

30 - Remembering Those We Have Lost  
Acknowledgment of life events is essential to any 
spiritual community. In this service we will recognize 
those who have completed the circle of life on this 
earth. In a water ritual to honor the dead, we will pay 
tribute those who no longer live among us. Service led 
by Elise C. Wall

Services 10:45 A.M. 
 Fellowship & Coffee Following

Childcare Available

UUCE Calendar
March

Saturday 1st - 9 AM - Social Justice Empowerment
                                    Workshop - F.H.

  
SUNDAY 2nd - FOOD PANTRY SUNDAY

  9:00 AM - Bells
  9:15 AM - Adult Spirituality - Coffee & Continental
  9:30 AM - Social Justice Empowerment - 302

        9:30 AM - Worship Committee
10:45 AM - Chalice Circle

      10:45 AM - Worship Service
12:30 PM - Canvass Luncheon - FH
  1:00 PM - Canvass Cottage Meetings - 301 & 302

Monday 3rd - 5:00 PM - Yoga - Fellowship Hall

Wednesday 5th
       7:00 PM - Committee on the Ministry

 7:00 PM - Villa Street Rehearsal - Sanctuary
       7:00 PM - Barn Bells
       
Thursday 6th  7:30PM - UUCE Choir Practice

Friday 7th - 6:30 PM - Women Cooking For Women - F.H.

SUNDAY 9th 
        9:00 AM - Bells
        9:15 AM - Adult Spirituality - Coffee & Continental

  9:30 AM - Adult Spirituality - Spirit In Practice - 302
      10:45 AM - Worship Service 

12:30 PM - Vision/Mission Congregational Meeting
12:30 PM - Canvass Cottage Meetings - 301 & 302

Monday 10th - 5:00 PM - Yoga - F.H.   

Tuesday 11th - Covenant Group - off site    
           
Wednesday 12th - Second Wednesday
         6:00 PM - Eat and Meet
         7:00 PM - Spiritual Inquiry Covenant Group - 301
         7:00 PM - RE Council Meeting - 201

   7:00 PM - Barn Bells
   7:00 PM - Villa Street Rehearsal - Sanctuary

         7:00 PM - Canvass Cottage Meeting

Friday 14th - OWL Lock in - FH, 301 & 302
Music Sunday set up - Sanctuary

Saturday 15th - OWL Lock in - FH, 301 & 302
Music Sunday set up - Sanctuary

SUNDAY 16th - ALL MUSIC SUNDA Y
   9:00 AM - Bells
        9:15 AM - Adult Spirituality - Coffee & Continental

  9:30 AM - Adult Spirituality - Spirit In Practice - 302
      10:45 AM - ALL MUSIC W orship Service
                             Barn Bells & Unichords Ring 

12:00 PM - WINTER FARMERS MARKET
12:30 PM - Canvass Cottage Meetings 301 & 302

Monday 17th - 5:00 PM - Yoga - Fellowship Hall

Wednesday 19th
   7:00 PM - Barn Bells

         7:00 PM - Pagan Unity Monthly Business Meet - 301
   7:00 PM - MOVIES THAT MATTER 

WHY WE FIGHT - Sanctuary
   7:00 PM - Villa Street Rehearsal

Thursday 20th
   7:00 PM - Board Meeting - F.H.

         7:30 PM - UUCE Choir Practice - Sanctuary

Saturday 22nd - 5:30 PM - Pagan Unity Spring Equinox 
     Ritual & Potluck - F.H.

SUNDAY 23rd
        9:00 AM - Bells

  9:30 AM - Adult Spirituality - Spirit In Practice - 302
      10:45 AM - Worship Service

Monday 24rd - 5:00 PM - Yoga - Fellowship Hall

Tuesday 25th - 7 PM - Covenant Group - off site

Wednesday 26th
        7:00 PM - Women’s Spirituality - 301
        7:00 PM - Barn Bells
        7:00 PM - Villa Street Rehearsal
        7:00 PM - Spiritual Inquiry Covenant Group

Friday 28th - 7:00 PM - Book Group - off site

SUNDAY 30th
        9:00 AM - Bells
        9:30 AM - Adult Spirituality - Spirit In Practice - 302
      10:45 AM - Worship Service

Monday 31st - 5:00 PM - Yoga - F.H.  

APRIL UNICHORD NEWS DUE
Newsletter@uuce.org

Lighting this chalice, we 
invoke the presence of Love in 
our hearts, to share it today 
among us and then spread it to 
the world. 

Therefore, let nobody feel a stranger in this 
circle and may all feel welcome.
    —the Sociedad Unitaria Universalista de España

 847.888.0668

MOVIES THAT MATTERMOVIES THAT MATTER
March 19th 7PM - Open to All
Discussion FollowingWHY WE FIGHT - Winner Grand Jury Prize - Sundance  

An unflinching look at the anatomy of American war-making. 
Granted unparalleled Pentagon access, the film launches a non-
partisan inquiry into the forces-political, economic, and ideological 
that drive America to fight. 
Featuring John McCain, Gore Vidal, Richard Perle and others. 
President Eisenhower warned, political and corporate interests have 
become alarmingly entangled in the business of war. 
Discussion following.  - PG - 99 min.

The Board of T rustees has called a 
Congregational Meeting on Sunday, March 9 at 
12:30 pm in Fellowship Hall for the purpose of 
adopting new Vision and Mission statements. 
This meeting completes an essential step in our 
efforts to articulate and define who we are and 
what we are about, and to enable us to move on 
to creating a strategic plan to guide our efforts 
over the next five years. It is very important that 
as many voting members as possible attend. 
Please put this on your calendar!    
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Women Cooking For W omen
   Join us (women, 13 and older) on 

thFriday, March 7, for the next Women 
Cooking for Women dinner and 
discussion.  We will share a potluck dinner 
together, and then hear a speaker from 
“Sisters4Science”.   The suggested donations are $5 if you bring 
a dish to share, and $10 if you don't.  

Gabrielle Lyon will be speaking about “Sisters4Science”.  
She will explain how her organization combines social justice 
activism with a passion for informal science education.  
“Sisters4Science” focuses on developing leadership skills in young 
girls through the teaching of science.
Doors open at 6:30 p.m.  Food should be ready to be served by 
7:00 p.m. - the speaker will start about 7:45 p.m.  Friends and 
family members are welcome to attend. There is no sign-up or 
membership required. Just come!   See/e-mail Laurie 
Kiesewetteror Andrea Schmidlin if you have questions. 

th ndSave April 4 and May 2  for upcoming WCFW 
dinners! HOPE YOU'LL JOIN US!

 
PAGAN UNITY MONTHL Y MEETINGS
Pagan Unity will have a monthly meeting Wednesday, March 
19th  from 7 to 9 p.m.. A Spring Equinox Ritual & Potluck 
Saturday the 22nd at 5:30 p.m. In Fellowship Hall. Please 
remember to sign up for childcare, if needed. Pagan Unity is a 
group that works to plan and present the study and practice of 
Pagan spiritualities; encourage theological inquiry into the 
contemporary Pagan resurgence; enrich and strengthen the 
religious pluralism of Unitarian Universalism and the larger 
society.  Interested in joining us?  Please contact Joy Shores. 

~
 

Women's Spirituality Group Invites New Members
     The Women's Spirituality Group at UUCE is open to new members.  
The group meets on the 4th Wednesday of the month at the church and 
is currently open to all women members and friends age 18 and older. 
New members are invited to attend the  March meetings, after which 
they will be asked to make an ongoing commitment to the group if they 
would like to continue to participate. 
    We start at 7:00 PM with a brief check-in and chalice lighting, 
followed by discussion of a particular topic. The meetings end by 9:00 
PM. Childcare is available at the church on Wednesday nights free of 
charge; however, reservations are necessary. 
     The group's current focus is reading and discussing contemplative 
essays which have a spiritual theme and are written by female authors. 
For the February meeting, we will read the title selection from Barbara 
Kingsolver's book Small Wonder, which is available at local libraries, or 
on line new and used.  Questions should be directed to Andrea 
Schmidlin.

~

NOTE NEW DATE FOR MOVIES THAT MATTER
THIRD WEDNESDAY EACH MONTH

7pm Sanctuary
Big Screen - Big Sound - Big Discussion

~

News & Announcements

Religious Education

    

     Spring is in the air! Easter is early this year, too. Once 
again, the Religious Education Council will hold an Easter Egg 
Hunt for the young people. As of this writing, we are looking at 
doing it a bit differently though. We will be collecting donations 
of candy and small trinkets for the egg hunt. If you'd like to 
donate, please put your item in my mailbox. We'll keep you 
posted through email and the order of service of the particulars.
      Our Heifer International Fundraiser will end by March 16. If 
you have been following the calendar given out on February 3, 
then you will have finished the program at the beginning of 
March. In this case, have your son/daughter bring their 
collection box to the Chalice Circle on March 2. The young 
people will be voting in Chalice Circle on which animal(s) to 
purchase with the money they have collected. If you got your 
calendar later, then you have until March 16 to turn in your 
boxes. Once all of the boxes are in, we will count all the money 
and announce what was purchased.
     Thank you to those of you who contributed books for our 
Community Readers' Program last month. We collected 52 
children's books that will be donated to families in School 
District U-46 who are not able to buy books for their children.

                 In Faith, Kathy Underwood

Kathy Underwood
Director of

 Religious Education

  

Sunday Adult Spirituality Programs

SPIRIT IN PRACTICE
Sunday,  March 9th, the Adult Spirituality program steps off on 
a 10 session exploration of how each of us can better take 
responsibility for our own spiritual development by spending 
time on it, deliberating on its meaning and how best to pursue 
it, seeking to understand the sacred through reading and the 
counsel of others, and seeking to have contact with the sacred 
through personal reflection and meditation.

UUCE was chosen to present this new program by UUA and 
provide feedback on it for incorporation into future versions. 
This is our opportunity to be of service to the larger UUA 
community while enriching our own spiritual experience.

The 10 hour long sessions will be facilitated by our Adult 
Spirituality Team: Kathy & Dan Hislip, Andrea Schmidlin, 
Anne Ward & Bob Sandidge. Sessions are open to all.

 847.888.0668

thRain barrel order deadline March 8 !
After a seemingly brutal winter everyone is looking 

forward to those wonderful April showers.  We all know that rain is 
a vital resource, for us and for everything that grows around us.  
We also know that times of plentiful rainfall are often followed by 
weeks of drought and that heavy rainfall can bring problems with 
flooding and run-off.

Rain barrels are a simple and inexpensive way to bridge 
the times between plentiful and little rainfall.   They can also help 
mitigate the negative impacts of too much rain.

Installation of a rain barrel can be very simple.  A 
hacksaw can be used to cut the down spout.  The rest of the 
installation depends on the type of rain barrel that is selected but 
can usually be accomplished with simple tools and a moderate skill 
level.

Since the average rain barrel holds 50-60 gallons of 
water, and can fill up fast, one must consider how to handle 
overflow from the barrel.  One device that we have found 
particularly useful is The Garden Watersaver.  This unit is installed 
onto the down spout and diverts water to your rain barrel through a 
small hose.  Once the rain barrel is full the water will flow through 
the down spout as it normally would.

There are many resources on the internet for rain barrels.  
A local source for rain barrels is through the Kane-DuPage Soil and 
Water Conservation District.  They offer gently used recycled barrels 

thfor $70 each.  The order deadline for these is March 8 and the 
rdpick up date is April 23 at the Kane County Fairgrounds. Order 

forms are located on the Green Sanctuary table.   Find a friend with 
a truck, carpool down to St. Charles and load up some barrels! 
Come mid-July your garden will be glad you did.

Resources:
KDSWD (rain barrel source) phone: (630)584-7961 ext. 3

~
Winter Farmers Market at UUCE 
- March 16 from 12 to 3 pm

UUCE is hosting a Winter Farmers Market on March 16 
following the service.  Check out the variety of natural foods 
produced in our area rather than across the continent.   Area 
farmers will be selling products they grew, raised and/or made 
themselves.   Sales are on a cash basis only.

What is available at a winter farmers market?  We hope 
to offer the following products:  natural, humanely-raised meats, 
cheeses, yogurt, tilapia, eggs, fresh greens, tomatoes, mushrooms, 
maple syrup, sorghum syrup, honey, beeswax candles, soaps, 
organic flours, dried herbs, wool, batting, comforters,  fruit tarts, 
croissants, fair trade coffees/teas/chocolate, and shares in a local 
organic farm for the 2008 season.  

We hope to have a great turnout of shoppers.  You can 
help spread the word by posting the market flyer at work, school, 
your favorite café, bookstore, library, etc., or by emailing it to 
friends and family.

This is an opportunity to support family farming in 
general, as well as help a specific farm family in crisis. 10% of sales 
from these markets is donated to a specific farm family, through the 
Churches' Center for Land and People.

For more information, contact Mary Alice Masonick.
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This Month in Religious Education

thMarch 2 Chalice Circle: preschool through 5 grade  Room 302
th th6 -8 : Visiting Kneseth Israel Synagogue in Elgin

High School: Bowl-A-Thon 

March 9 Preschool: “My World Has Water”
nd   K-2 : “Palm Sunday”

rd th3 -5 : “The Teachings of Jesus”
th th6 -8 : “Goddess-Centered Spirituality”

High School: Topic to be determined

March 16   All Music Sunday, no classes

March 23   Preschool: “My World Has Air”
ndK-2 : “Easter Sunday”

rd th3 -5 : “The Crucifixion of Jesus”
th th6 -8 : “Goddess-Centered Spirituality and Easter”

High School: Topic to be determined

March 30   Preschool: “My World Has Darkness”
nd   K-2 : “Free Day”

rd th3 -5 : “Mary Magdalene”
th th6 -8 : “Free Day”

High School: Topic to be determined

New Issues discussion list...   UU Freespace.

If you would like to join this on-line discussion 
group send an email to BobS@NewUU.com. 
Thoughtful, lively , fun, and always interesting 
UU conversation! 

Green Corner

BulletinBoard@uuce.org
The purpose of the Community Bulletin Board E-list is to provide 
members and friends*  with a means to communicate information 
about:

·  Items they wish to give away or sell
·  Things they are looking to buy or borrow
·  Employment opportunities or needs
·  Requests for assistance with social justice activities 
    they are involved in
· Requests for advice/recommendations about companies 
   or contractors they might hire to do some type of work.

*A friend of the church is someone who participates in church worship 
and activities and makes an annual financial contribution of record.

This list is not to be used as a discussion forum or as a vehicle for 
partisan activities. Participants agree not to post any abusive, obscene, 
vulgar, slanderous, hateful, threatening, sexually oriented or any 
material that may violate any applicable laws. Doing so may lead to 
being banned from the list.  The Executive Team will monitor the list.
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Women Cooking For W omen
   Join us (women, 13 and older) on 

thFriday, March 7, for the next Women 
Cooking for Women dinner and 
discussion.  We will share a potluck dinner 
together, and then hear a speaker from 
“Sisters4Science”.   The suggested donations are $5 if you bring 
a dish to share, and $10 if you don't.  

Gabrielle Lyon will be speaking about “Sisters4Science”.  
She will explain how her organization combines social justice 
activism with a passion for informal science education.  
“Sisters4Science” focuses on developing leadership skills in young 
girls through the teaching of science.
Doors open at 6:30 p.m.  Food should be ready to be served by 
7:00 p.m. - the speaker will start about 7:45 p.m.  Friends and 
family members are welcome to attend. There is no sign-up or 
membership required. Just come!   See/e-mail Laurie 
Kiesewetteror Andrea Schmidlin if you have questions. 

th ndSave April 4 and May 2  for upcoming WCFW 
dinners! HOPE YOU'LL JOIN US!

 
PAGAN UNITY MONTHL Y MEETINGS
Pagan Unity will have a monthly meeting Wednesday, March 
19th  from 7 to 9 p.m.. A Spring Equinox Ritual & Potluck 
Saturday the 22nd at 5:30 p.m. In Fellowship Hall. Please 
remember to sign up for childcare, if needed. Pagan Unity is a 
group that works to plan and present the study and practice of 
Pagan spiritualities; encourage theological inquiry into the 
contemporary Pagan resurgence; enrich and strengthen the 
religious pluralism of Unitarian Universalism and the larger 
society.  Interested in joining us?  Please contact Joy Shores. 

~
 

Women's Spirituality Group Invites New Members
     The Women's Spirituality Group at UUCE is open to new members.  
The group meets on the 4th Wednesday of the month at the church and 
is currently open to all women members and friends age 18 and older. 
New members are invited to attend the  March meetings, after which 
they will be asked to make an ongoing commitment to the group if they 
would like to continue to participate. 
    We start at 7:00 PM with a brief check-in and chalice lighting, 
followed by discussion of a particular topic. The meetings end by 9:00 
PM. Childcare is available at the church on Wednesday nights free of 
charge; however, reservations are necessary. 
     The group's current focus is reading and discussing contemplative 
essays which have a spiritual theme and are written by female authors. 
For the February meeting, we will read the title selection from Barbara 
Kingsolver's book Small Wonder, which is available at local libraries, or 
on line new and used.  Questions should be directed to Andrea 
Schmidlin.

~

NOTE NEW DATE FOR MOVIES THAT MATTER
THIRD WEDNESDAY EACH MONTH

7pm Sanctuary
Big Screen - Big Sound - Big Discussion

~

News & Announcements

Religious Education

    

     Spring is in the air! Easter is early this year, too. Once 
again, the Religious Education Council will hold an Easter Egg 
Hunt for the young people. As of this writing, we are looking at 
doing it a bit differently though. We will be collecting donations 
of candy and small trinkets for the egg hunt. If you'd like to 
donate, please put your item in my mailbox. We'll keep you 
posted through email and the order of service of the particulars.
      Our Heifer International Fundraiser will end by March 16. If 
you have been following the calendar given out on February 3, 
then you will have finished the program at the beginning of 
March. In this case, have your son/daughter bring their 
collection box to the Chalice Circle on March 2. The young 
people will be voting in Chalice Circle on which animal(s) to 
purchase with the money they have collected. If you got your 
calendar later, then you have until March 16 to turn in your 
boxes. Once all of the boxes are in, we will count all the money 
and announce what was purchased.
     Thank you to those of you who contributed books for our 
Community Readers' Program last month. We collected 52 
children's books that will be donated to families in School 
District U-46 who are not able to buy books for their children.

                 In Faith, Kathy Underwood

Kathy Underwood
Director of

 Religious Education

  

Sunday Adult Spirituality Programs

SPIRIT IN PRACTICE
Sunday,  March 9th, the Adult Spirituality program steps off on 
a 10 session exploration of how each of us can better take 
responsibility for our own spiritual development by spending 
time on it, deliberating on its meaning and how best to pursue 
it, seeking to understand the sacred through reading and the 
counsel of others, and seeking to have contact with the sacred 
through personal reflection and meditation.

UUCE was chosen to present this new program by UUA and 
provide feedback on it for incorporation into future versions. 
This is our opportunity to be of service to the larger UUA 
community while enriching our own spiritual experience.

The 10 hour long sessions will be facilitated by our Adult 
Spirituality Team: Kathy & Dan Hislip, Andrea Schmidlin, 
Anne Ward & Bob Sandidge. Sessions are open to all.
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thRain barrel order deadline March 8 !
After a seemingly brutal winter everyone is looking 

forward to those wonderful April showers.  We all know that rain is 
a vital resource, for us and for everything that grows around us.  
We also know that times of plentiful rainfall are often followed by 
weeks of drought and that heavy rainfall can bring problems with 
flooding and run-off.

Rain barrels are a simple and inexpensive way to bridge 
the times between plentiful and little rainfall.   They can also help 
mitigate the negative impacts of too much rain.

Installation of a rain barrel can be very simple.  A 
hacksaw can be used to cut the down spout.  The rest of the 
installation depends on the type of rain barrel that is selected but 
can usually be accomplished with simple tools and a moderate skill 
level.

Since the average rain barrel holds 50-60 gallons of 
water, and can fill up fast, one must consider how to handle 
overflow from the barrel.  One device that we have found 
particularly useful is The Garden Watersaver.  This unit is installed 
onto the down spout and diverts water to your rain barrel through a 
small hose.  Once the rain barrel is full the water will flow through 
the down spout as it normally would.

There are many resources on the internet for rain barrels.  
A local source for rain barrels is through the Kane-DuPage Soil and 
Water Conservation District.  They offer gently used recycled barrels 

thfor $70 each.  The order deadline for these is March 8 and the 
rdpick up date is April 23 at the Kane County Fairgrounds. Order 

forms are located on the Green Sanctuary table.   Find a friend with 
a truck, carpool down to St. Charles and load up some barrels! 
Come mid-July your garden will be glad you did.

Resources:
KDSWD (rain barrel source) phone: (630)584-7961 ext. 3

~
Winter Farmers Market at UUCE 
- March 16 from 12 to 3 pm

UUCE is hosting a Winter Farmers Market on March 16 
following the service.  Check out the variety of natural foods 
produced in our area rather than across the continent.   Area 
farmers will be selling products they grew, raised and/or made 
themselves.   Sales are on a cash basis only.

What is available at a winter farmers market?  We hope 
to offer the following products:  natural, humanely-raised meats, 
cheeses, yogurt, tilapia, eggs, fresh greens, tomatoes, mushrooms, 
maple syrup, sorghum syrup, honey, beeswax candles, soaps, 
organic flours, dried herbs, wool, batting, comforters,  fruit tarts, 
croissants, fair trade coffees/teas/chocolate, and shares in a local 
organic farm for the 2008 season.  

We hope to have a great turnout of shoppers.  You can 
help spread the word by posting the market flyer at work, school, 
your favorite café, bookstore, library, etc., or by emailing it to 
friends and family.

This is an opportunity to support family farming in 
general, as well as help a specific farm family in crisis. 10% of sales 
from these markets is donated to a specific farm family, through the 
Churches' Center for Land and People.

For more information, contact Mary Alice Masonick.
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BOOK GROUP
You are warmly invited to join the members of the Book Group at 
any of their upcoming meetings, which begin at 7:00 p.m.  
PLEASE NOTE CHANGES:
            
       March 28 - "The Golden Notebook” by Doris Lessing. 
                      - Home of Alice Macy
      May 2 - "Kabul Beauty School” by Deborah Rodriguez
                      - Joint meeting with Women Cooking for Women
                         7 PM at the church
     June 27 - "The Whole World Over" by Julia Glass
                      - Home of Dorothy Carringi
     July 25 - “The Audacity of Hope” by Barack Obama
                      - Location to be announced

~
FOOD PANTRY RECORD YEAR    

The All Peoples Inter-Faith Food Pantry served 9,000 people in 
2007, a record year.

Presently, the Pantry has a pressing need for canned fruit. 
Other needed items are rice, jellies, peanut butter and canned 
vegetables. Try to bring your donations on our Pantry Sunday, March 2, 
but as always, your donations are welcome anytime during the month. 

~

POTATO HEADS PLANT SPUDS
If you'd like to plant, water, harvest, or otherwise grow and tend our 
2008 CommUUnity Garden, see Donna Askins. POTATO PLANTING is 
Easter Sunday, March 23, from 1:30-2:00 (weather permitting). Kids are 
welcome at this short, easy and fun activity. Spinach and lettuce are 
likely to go in the ground as well. Bring gloves, a spade, and a wide-
brimmed hat. Cowboy chaps are optional.                
                                              ~

6

News & Announcements

Sharing the Plate
During each Sunday service we pass the baskets to collect an offering.  
Half the non-pledged cash donations collected over a month through 
these offerings are given to a charitable organization. In the month of 
March that organization is the P.A.D.S. program in Elgin.  P.A.D.S. 
provides shelter for the homeless.  If you wish to write a check to support 
the program make it out to the UUCE and write P.A.D.S on the memo 
line.

~

Sick Child Policy  - Approved by E.T. January 30, 2008

In our effort to protect the health of the entire UUCE community, 
we ask that parents abide by the following guidelines. Please do not 
bring your child to church if s/he has any of these symptoms:

· A temperature over 100
· Green nasal discharge
· Vomiting or diarrhea within the prior 24 hours
· Pink Eye\conjunctivitis (if child has not been on the medication 

for at least 24 hours)
· Persistent coughing and/or sneezing
· Any contagious illness or rash

If a religious education teacher, childcare worker or the 
Director of Religious Education observe these symptoms in a child in their 
program or they may ask that the child's parent to take him/her out of 
the classroom.

~
 

 847.888.0668

Lydia Larrabee
Board President

President’s Reflections

3 Jackie Van De Warker
5 Trisha Dean
5 Bridget Lucas
6 Sharon Fincher
8 Robin Peterson 
8 Amy Hill
9 Derek Bedard 
9 Olivia Grace Husseini
10 Mila Brinker
11 Melanie Davis 
15 Joe Cusimano
16 Pat Pecho
18 Dan Laux
19 Carol Ovelmen

Kudos to: Andy Carey  who not 

only cleaned out a most filthy sump 
pump pit and replaced the pump, but 
then replaced the backup battery in 
the elevator allowing us to pass 

th thinspection. - Dan Hislip for the 6 -8  

grade class party, Vickie Kilgore  for 

leading the Chalice Circle, Jessica 

Frost and Chris Davis  for coordinating Mystery Match,  

Vickie Kilgore  for coordinating the Community 

Readers' Program. - the whole congregation  for the 
tremendous success of The Emerald City Service 
Auction. In addition to a great night of fun we 
collectively put close to $11,000 in the treasury . Thanks 
to all who helped in so many ways. 

Ways to Be in Touch
Church Office            847.888.0668
Web site            www.uuce.org
PodCast                          uuce.libsyn.com
Schedule an event          uuce.org/event-scheduling.html
Newsletter submissions      newsletter@uuce.org
Board President: Lydia Larrabee           
Unichord Editor: 
    Bob Sandidge Newsletter@uuce.org   847.854.1111 

Due Dates
Order of Service                                   Wednesday PM
UNICHORD NEWS DUE                           Third Sunday

March Birthdays
19 Christina Conway
21 Sherman Ovelmen
22 Carey Schug
22 Danielle Foster
23 Bruce Kiesewetter
24 Diana March
24  Jill Lonegra
27 Jamie Kiesewetter 
28 Donna Pavoris
30 Suzanne Hanifl
31 Jim Burnidge
31 Olivia Abdur-Raffia
31 Sarah Seiberlich
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By way of updating you on the Board's 
work, I list below some exciting Church 
events leading into spring.  Several are 
described more fully elsewhere in this 

newsletter. 

o Social Justice Empowerment W orkshop :  February 29—  
May 2  an exciting way for us to really delve into what we want 
to do as a congregation.

o Canvass:  March 2-18:  Cottage meetings where we learn 
about the opportunity and impact of our generosity, and make 
our pledges for the next fiscal year.   

o Congregational meeting  on new Mission and Vision 
statements Sunday, March 9:  We will decide on the statements 
that have emerged from our current efforts and our dreams for 
the future.

o Creating a Five Y ear Vision  -- workshops on Saturdays April 
 26, May 3, and May 10.  These interactive events will give rise 

to the goals that will direct our next 5-year strategic plan, based 
on our Mission and Vision.

o Annual Meeting Sunday, May 4:  Time for elections and 
budget approval.

Please be aware of and hold these dates. Your participation in them is 
critical to our community's health and vitality.

In addition, I want to let you know about some of the work the Board 
is engaged in right now.   

· The lease of land by T -Mobile  next to the cell tower is again in 
process after a delay.

· The Board is considering several revisions to better align 
our By-laws  to our current governance structure.  This helps us 
complete the transition to our policy-based governance and to 
improve our functioning.  The items being considered include: 
o Increasing the Board terms to 3 years (currently 2)
o Increasing the Board member numbers to 9 (currently 7)
o Ways to bring in new Board Presidents.  
o Selection of the RE Council. 
o The structures for supporting the ministries of the Church  
o Creating a process for elections if there are nominations 

       from the floor at Annual Meetings. 

The Board is currently discussing these and we will bring any 
recommendations for changes to the Congregation for consideration at 
the May 4 Annual Meeting. If you have any thoughts or ideas on any of 
these, please contact me or any other Board member.  Paul Anderson, 
Bob Bedard, Joe Masonick, Pat Pecho, Elizabeth Olson, and Greg 
Ward.  Your feedback and input is invaluable to us as we discuss all of 
these issues. 

And I don't think it is any too early to say  Happy Spring!                   Lydia

The Vision/Mission Task Force has 
been busy going through feedback 
and comments on the initial draft 
statements of the Mission and Vision. 
We believe we have a new Mission 
and new Vision, each of which 
incorporates all four of the areas of 
primary importance to this 

congregation: Community, Freedom of Belief and Spiritual 
Inquiry, Life-Long Learning, and Social Justice.

The members of the Vision/Mission Task Force thank you 
for your responses to our inquiries, your support, your 
encouragement, and your feedback.

To see all of the comments made by members of the 
congregation from our April 1 service all the way through the 
feedback we received in December and January, go to 

.
The next step in this process is to adopt these statements 

as our new Mission and Vision at the Congregational Meeting on 
Sunday, March 9.

Here are the proposed Mission and Vision for The Unitarian 
Universalist Church of Elgin:

Mission:
We are a welcoming spiritual community where people gather to 
find their own paths to truth and meaning.  We embrace freedom 
of belief, engage in lifelong learning, and advocate for 
environmental sustainability and social justice.

Vision:
Community: Ours is a welcoming, diverse congregation 
nurtured by multiple opportunities to find connection with one 
another. Our commitment to acceptance encourages us to be more 
fully ourselves as we welcome new members and grow our 
congregation. Together we recognize significant life events and 
celebrations.

Freedom of Belief and Spiritual Inquiry: Free from the 
constraints of creed and dogma, and bound by the values 
expressed in our seven Unitarian Universalist principles, each one 
of us is called to engage in spiritual inquiry. Unique paths to truth 
and meaning are supported through life-span religious education, 
worship, and celebration. We honor many sources of spiritual 
practice from around the world and throughout history, sharing 
our spiritual paths with one another. We reach out to the larger 
community as a voice of religious freedom.

Life-Long Learning: We proclaim our commitment to life-long 
learning and leadership development through a variety of planned 
programs and opportunities for spontaneous exchange of ideas. 
We create an environment where we are able to ask tough 
questions and challenge assumptions while engaging in spirited, 
respectful dialogue. We expand discussion of vital issues by 
inviting the larger community to join us in public forums. We are 
known as a safe place to increase awareness and explore new ideas.

Social Justice: As a part of the interdependent web of all 
existence, we are aware that all the choices we make both as 
individuals and as a community will have some effect on the 
world.  We are therefore committed to becoming increasingly 
aware of this impact, to educate each other, and to reach out to the 
communities around us, taking action to enhance the quality of 
life for humankind and ensuring sustainability of all life on earth.  
Using the democratic process, we make choices about where to 
intervene on issues of social injustice and how to make use of the 
exponential power of consensus to speak in one voice as the 
Unitarian Universalist Church of Elgin. 

www.newuu.com/vision
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Here are the proposed Mission and Vision for The Unitarian 
Universalist Church of Elgin:

Mission:
We are a welcoming spiritual community where people gather to 
find their own paths to truth and meaning.  We embrace freedom 
of belief, engage in lifelong learning, and advocate for 
environmental sustainability and social justice.

Vision:
Community: Ours is a welcoming, diverse congregation 
nurtured by multiple opportunities to find connection with one 
another. Our commitment to acceptance encourages us to be more 
fully ourselves as we welcome new members and grow our 
congregation. Together we recognize significant life events and 
celebrations.

Freedom of Belief and Spiritual Inquiry: Free from the 
constraints of creed and dogma, and bound by the values 
expressed in our seven Unitarian Universalist principles, each one 
of us is called to engage in spiritual inquiry. Unique paths to truth 
and meaning are supported through life-span religious education, 
worship, and celebration. We honor many sources of spiritual 
practice from around the world and throughout history, sharing 
our spiritual paths with one another. We reach out to the larger 
community as a voice of religious freedom.

Life-Long Learning: We proclaim our commitment to life-long 
learning and leadership development through a variety of planned 
programs and opportunities for spontaneous exchange of ideas. 
We create an environment where we are able to ask tough 
questions and challenge assumptions while engaging in spirited, 
respectful dialogue. We expand discussion of vital issues by 
inviting the larger community to join us in public forums. We are 
known as a safe place to increase awareness and explore new ideas.

Social Justice: As a part of the interdependent web of all 
existence, we are aware that all the choices we make both as 
individuals and as a community will have some effect on the 
world.  We are therefore committed to becoming increasingly 
aware of this impact, to educate each other, and to reach out to the 
communities around us, taking action to enhance the quality of 
life for humankind and ensuring sustainability of all life on earth.  
Using the democratic process, we make choices about where to 
intervene on issues of social injustice and how to make use of the 
exponential power of consensus to speak in one voice as the 
Unitarian Universalist Church of Elgin. 

www.newuu.com/vision
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