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PARENTAL PEACE OF MIND
by Sharon Rosenberger and Debbie Vernon

wel-come 1) verb: to greet hospitably and with courtesy 
or cordiality. 2) adj: received gladly into one’s presence or 
companionship. 3) adj: received with gladness or delight 
especially in response to a need.

It is truly a pleasure to be invited into a community with 
such a generous and welcoming spirit. We would like to 
thank you all for your warm greetings, best wishes and 
genuine interest in the child care program.

We thank all the parents whose children participate in the 
program. We are honored you have entrusted us with the 
care of  your children and take this responsibility 
very seriously. We strive to provide a safe, creative, 
nurturing and fun environment for all ages. Thank you 
for your support.

Child care is offered to children ranging in age from birth 
to nine years old. Currently, we have children from fifteen 
months to eight years old. Parents must be present in the 
church while their children are in day care. The program is 
located in the two classrooms across from the office. If  

you haven’t yet visited us, we invite you to stop by and say, 
“Hello!”

We’ve designated one classroom for arts and crafts and table-
top games and activities. The children have created many 
beautiful art projects including watercolor snowflakes, 
valentines, paper towel kites, dot-painted rainbows, green 
collages and stamped flower gardens. The do-a-dot paint 
bottles are a big hit!

The other classroom offers opportunities for imaginative 
play with the kitchen set, telephones, blocks, baby dolls and 
other toys. We have some terrific chefs and master road 
builders! We promote age-appropriate play skills and when 
opportunities arise, we encourage children to “use your words” 
and practice turn-taking and sharing. Puzzles and books are 
always available. Children can color, make cards, write letters 
and draw with stencils at the writing center. They can also 
choose to watch educational children’s videos when offered.

We finish up the morning by gathering around the table for a 

 
 

Ms. Debbie shares some compliments

Ms. Sharon helps perform facial reconstruction Continued on page 4

Got an act? A song in your heart? Love to see the talent that your friends exude?

If  you’d like to join the 
cast, sign the clipboard in Fellowship Hall or contact Paul Anderson. Even if  you don’t wish to 
perform, make sure you mark your calendar and join us for the fun!

Saturday night, April 24 at 7:00pm, the hottest spot in Elgin will be the UUCE. There will be 
great entertainment at our annual talent show, including return appearances by the Silver Foxes, 
Jennifer and David Briggs, Mike Moutrie, and Paul and Susan Anderson. 

A P R I L F O L L I E S
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You see it all the time now when 

you become a member of  the local 

public radio station, or public 

television station, or a member of  

any number of  museums. What you 

see is that often those organizations 

send out membership cards and on 

the back of  those cards is a list of  the privileges that come 

with membership. These privileges are little perks that are 

in addition to the satisfaction you receive from supporting 

something you believe in.

Here at the UUCE we don’t give out membership 

cards, but there are certain privileges that come with 

membership. As has been suggested by several new 

members this year, every now and then it is probably good 

to spell those out.

Membership in the UUCE brings with it the following 

privileges:
! Ministerial services. Membership means you have 

access to my services as they relate to such occasions 

as weddings, memorial services, infant 

dedications—or any events that mark important 

milestones in the life of  your immediate family. I am 

also available for a few sessions of  counseling. (I say 

a “few” because I don’t consider myself  sufficiently 

trained to act in that role on an ongoing 

basis—neither do I have the time.) Membership 

means there is no fee for such services.
! Use of  facilities. Members can use the building and 

grounds free of  charge for celebratory events and 

memorial services centered on their immediate 

family. These events need to be scheduled through 

the church office, and the members must be current 

on their financial pledges to the church. Members get 

a reduced fee if  they want to rent the church for 

other occasions (parties for friends, rehearsal space 

for groups they are involved in, meeting space for 

retreats), providing they are present at the event.

If  you ever have questions about these privileges of  

membership—and any I may have overlooked—please 

don’t hesitate to call.

From the
 Minister

Rev. Dan Brosier
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TENDING OUR COMMUNITY

One of  the reasons I became involved with church membership 

and community development was in response to something I 

experienced a number of  years ago when I was a member of  

another UU church. I was delighted one Sunday to discover a 

visitor to that church who shared my interest in flowers and 

gardening. She and I talked for quite awhile the first Sunday she 

visited. When she returned the next Sunday, I was determined to 

continue our conversation. 

Instead, after the service I found myself  in a discussion with a 

group of  church members about a wild flower hike planned for the 

next weekend. We had all signed up and paid to participate in the 

hike at the annual Service Auction. As we were talking, I became 

aware that my visitor-acquaintance was standing close to the group 

listening to our conversation. Just then she turned and walked away. 

I later got her phone number from the church office and tried to 

reach her. She never returned my calls and never returned to the 

church.

It was obvious to me that I had missed a golden opportunity to 

reach out to this visitor. It would have taken only a few seconds to 

introduce her to the group and then invite her to join us on our 

hike. I hesitated because I somehow felt that I needed permission 

from the group to do this. I knew I had lost the chance to make a 

new friend, the church had missed the chance to reach out to her, 

and the needs she brought to us for a religious community could 

never be met.

After that day, I began not just talking to visitors but also reaching 

out to them as much as possible. Since I am something of  an 

introvert, this was not always easy. But it wasn’t long before I had 

made a number of  new friends who kept coming back to the 

church as a result of  activities they joined. If  this sounds appealing 

to you, perhaps you would join me in becoming what I like to call 

an “Inclusive Activist.”

Here are some characteristics of  an Inclusive Activist: 
! Inclusive Activists are aware of  the impression that an open, 

active church community makes on others. They openly work 

to invite others to join church-related activities and groups. If  

that is not possible for some groups, they explain why and 

suggest other ways that people can become involved.
! Inclusive Activists realize that relationships based upon 

common interests are at the heart of  every thriving, growing 

community. They ask about visitors’ interests and talents, and 

introduce them to members and friends in hopes that these 

relationships can begin to form.
! And most important of  all, Inclusive Activists believe that each 

person who comes through our doors comes with needs and 

expectations. We can’t meet all these needs, but we can 

continue to provide a place where those who are seeking a 

liberal religious community can find a welcoming and inviting 

home.

Linda Porter, Community Development Coordinator.

CMWD District Assembly

CMWD
District

Assembly
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Announcements

BOOK GROUP

CIRCLE OF LIFE
We are saddened by the death of  Eddy Lund on March 26. He 
and his wife, Margaret, were long-time generous and committed 
members of  the church. A memorial service will be held in the 
sanctuary beginning at 10:30am on Saturday, April 3.

Kathy and Dan Hislip became grandparents again with the birth 
of  Olivia Grace on March 9. 

Brandi and Steve Talaga have returned from Russia with their 
newly-adopted son, Kole.

NEW MEMBERS
Since our last Unichord, Mike Mitchell and Gretchen and Trent 
Sherrell have signed the membership book. We joyfully welcome 
them into our community.

NEW U
The New U program is a two-session workshop designed to give 
people new to Unitarian Universalism some basic information 
about the faith and this church in particular. The program is 
facilitated by Lisa Kerpoe and Dan Brosier, and the next session 
will begin on Sunday, April 18 at 12:30pm following the service. 
The second session will be on April 25 at the same time. All 
interested in learning a bit more about UUism are encouraged to 
attend. A light snack will be provided. If  you are interested, 
please sign up on the designated clipboard in Fellowship Hall. If  
you have any questions, call Dan Brosier at the church.

You are warmly invited to join the members of  the Book Group 
at any of  their upcoming meetings, which begin at 7:00 pm.

April 23 - “The Da Vinci Code” by Dan Brown.
At the home of  Helen Maxwell.

May 21 - “The Devil in the White City” by Erik Larson.
At the home of  Barbara Sugden.

June 25 - “Kite Runner” by Khaled Hosseini. 
At the home of  Henny DuBois.

UU STUFF SWAP
Members of  the Intentional Living Covenant Group invite you 
to think Spring—and gardening, which will be the focus of  the 
April Stuff  Swap. So bring in your surplus garden stuff  on any 
Sunday in April and place it on the Stuff  Swap table in 
Fellowship Hall. (If  you’ve been wondering what happens to 
stuff  left over at the end of  each month, we box it up and move 
it to the third floor to await the June rummage sale.) In May 
we’ll be doing something a little different: we’ll be collecting 
items for the Fox Valley Wildlife Center, which is desperately in 
need of  things like paper and household goods, soap, food, etc. 
Check the May Unichord for more information about the 
Center and a detailed wish list.

Kudos to:
Cheren Waller for all of  her work on the 
Leap Day Lunch preparation; Dennis 
Schwank and Rusty Winchel and their 
Canvass Committee for their work on our 
Annual Canvass and to the participants in 
the Canvass Sunday Service: Jennifer 
Briggs, Elizabeth Olson, Dan Brosier, 
Paul Anderson, Susan Anderson, Dave 
Briggs, Steve Askins, Gordon James and Rusty Winchel; 
UUCE Social Justice Committee members Helen Maxwell, 
Andrea Schmidlin, Jim Burnidge,  Roberta Nauman, and 
Kevin & Deborah Webster who put on a Valentine’s Day 
party for the residents of  Creekside Home; Ann Kremer and 
Amy Hill for sponsoring the Family Games Night in March. 

Month of Sundays
April
4 The Great Story

A look at the newly emerging 
creation story from the big bang 
to the present, focusing on 
humans’ relationship to creation 
— both here on earth and in the 
larger cosmos. Guest speaker Ed 
Collins who is the Natural 
Resource Manager for the 
McHenry County Conservation 
District.

11 Easter: Resurrected Gods, 
Bunnies, and Chocolate Eggs
On this Easter Sunday we look at 
the many traditions that have 
influenced this holiday, and the 
meaning beneath it all. Service led 
by the Rev. Dan Brosier.

18 X: A Child’s Story
A story by Lois Gould about an 
Xperiment called Project X 
involving a child named X. 
Service led by Elise Wall.

25 You Are The Wind Between My 
Turbine Blades
This morning’s service is focused 
on understanding what threatens 
the health of  the ecosystem, and 
what we can do to better care for 
our natural world. Service led by 
the Rev. Dan Brosier.

SERVICES BEGIN AT 10:45AM
WE LOOK FORWARD TO SEEING YOU

ETHNIC DINING ADVENTURE 
by Dennis Schwank. Join us at 5:45pm on Saturday, April 10, at Akina’s 

Thai Restaurant, 23 South Grove, Elgin. Specialties include Thai and 
Asian Fusion. The menu is vegetarian-friendly. Food will be served 
‘family style’ at a fixed price of  $20 that includes beverage, tax and tip, 
but excludes alcohol. Those who want to order smaller portions (less 
food and less cost) can sit together separately, and order as ‘normal’ 
customers.

For the prix fixe, we’ll need to choose one from each of  the marked 
categories several days before our date (I have already chosen the basil 
stir fry—it is to die for). The menu is available on the clipboard in 
Fellowship Hall. Sign up on the clipboard in Fellowship Hall by 
12:30pm, Sunday, April 4, or call the Schwanks. If  you prefer, email 
them a note with your phone number, number of  chopsticks needed, 
and if  you are vegetarian. While we cherish our children, this is an 
adults-only event.

BECOMING A MEMBER OF UUCE
Membership in the Unitarian Universalist Church of  

Elgin is open to all persons, sixteen years or over, who agree 
with the purpose of  this church—which is the study and 
practice of  religion in freedom and fellowship. Membership 
is also a statement of  commitment to the principles and 
purposes which underlie our denomination; to the growth 
of  our movement; to the health and well-being of  this 
church community; and to the individual’s search for truth. 
Members agree to contribute to the church through 
participation, authenticity and concern in relations with 
other members, and financial support. An annual 
contribution of  record of  not less than $50 is required to 
maintain voting member status.

The act of  becoming a member is accomplished through 
signing our Membership Book. See the Minister, Dan 
Brosier, or Membership Chair, Linda Porter, for more 
information about becoming a member. Our next 
welcoming ceremony for new members is May 23, 2004.

PRAIRIE BUDDHA SANGHA MEETS AT UUCE 
The Prairie Buddha Sangha (P.B.S.) is a buddhist meditation 
group that is beginning to hold its meetings at the UUCE. It 
will be meeting on the first and third Sundays of  each 
month from 2:00-3:30pm for sitting and walking meditation 
in the Sanctuary, followed by a shared meal in Fellowship 
Hall. If  you are planning to meet after church on one of  
those Sundays, please take care to have your meeting 
completed by 2:00pm so that their silent meditation is not 
interrupted by the ambient noise in the building. UUCE 
members and friends are welcomed to participate in the 
meditation and meal. For more information please contact 
Diana March.

PARENTAL PEACE OF MIND (continued from page 1)

snack. Snacks come in all sorts of  shapes, sizes, textures and tastes 
and we talk about them. The children are reminded to use polite 
table manners. Some of  them have even learned the signs for please, 
more, thank you, cracker and cookie!

A special thank you to Kathy Brosier, Kathy Hislip, and Kathy 
Underwood for recommending us for this position, patiently 
answering countless questions, providing materials to develop a safe 
and child-friendly environment, and supporting our ideas and 
efforts to develop a quality child care program.

It has been a pleasure getting to know all the children and their 
families. We look forward to meeting even more of  you. Thanks 
again for welcoming us so warmly and for sharing your children 
with us.

UUCE Youth Attend Conference in New York City
Our own Amy Schmidlin and Jimmy Thompson were two of  about 
thirty UU youth of  color from around the U.S. who attended a three-
day conference in Brooklyn last month. The conference was sponsored 
by DRUUMM, which stands for Diverse and Revolutionary Unitarian 
Universalist Multicultural Ministries. DRUUMM provides support and 
advocacy for people of  color, leadership for creating an anti-racist UU 
identity and practice, and a variety of  programs and training. The 
purpose of  the annual Youth and Young Adult Conference is to 
support and develop youth of  color leadership in our denomination. 
Amy and Jimmy represented our congregation well, and are planning to 
participate in future DRUUMM and UU youth events.
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Brosier, or Membership Chair, Linda Porter, for more 
information about becoming a member. Our next 
welcoming ceremony for new members is May 23, 2004.

PRAIRIE BUDDHA SANGHA MEETS AT UUCE 
The Prairie Buddha Sangha (P.B.S.) is a buddhist meditation 
group that is beginning to hold its meetings at the UUCE. It 
will be meeting on the first and third Sundays of  each 
month from 2:00-3:30pm for sitting and walking meditation 
in the Sanctuary, followed by a shared meal in Fellowship 
Hall. If  you are planning to meet after church on one of  
those Sundays, please take care to have your meeting 
completed by 2:00pm so that their silent meditation is not 
interrupted by the ambient noise in the building. UUCE 
members and friends are welcomed to participate in the 
meditation and meal. For more information please contact 
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PARENTAL PEACE OF MIND (continued from page 1)

snack. Snacks come in all sorts of  shapes, sizes, textures and tastes 
and we talk about them. The children are reminded to use polite 
table manners. Some of  them have even learned the signs for please, 
more, thank you, cracker and cookie!

A special thank you to Kathy Brosier, Kathy Hislip, and Kathy 
Underwood for recommending us for this position, patiently 
answering countless questions, providing materials to develop a safe 
and child-friendly environment, and supporting our ideas and 
efforts to develop a quality child care program.

It has been a pleasure getting to know all the children and their 
families. We look forward to meeting even more of  you. Thanks 
again for welcoming us so warmly and for sharing your children 
with us.

UUCE Youth Attend Conference in New York City
Our own Amy Schmidlin and Jimmy Thompson were two of  about 
thirty UU youth of  color from around the U.S. who attended a three-
day conference in Brooklyn last month. The conference was sponsored 
by DRUUMM, which stands for Diverse and Revolutionary Unitarian 
Universalist Multicultural Ministries. DRUUMM provides support and 
advocacy for people of  color, leadership for creating an anti-racist UU 
identity and practice, and a variety of  programs and training. The 
purpose of  the annual Youth and Young Adult Conference is to 
support and develop youth of  color leadership in our denomination. 
Amy and Jimmy represented our congregation well, and are planning to 
participate in future DRUUMM and UU youth events.
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Religious 
Education

Kathy Underwood, DRE

Spring is finally here! My 
crocuses are blooming, the tulips 
are showing some growth, and 
many of  the songbirds have 
returned. Spring also means Easter 
to many of  us. Once again, the 
Religious Education Council will 
sponsor an Easter egg hunt after the 
service on April 11. If  weather permits, the hunt will be both 
indoors and outdoors.

New this year will be an Earth Day Celebration on April 25. 
During the service, all classes will be participating in various 
activities and projects. We will start with a short worship service 
in Fellowship Hall. Then there will be Earth Day activities for 
the children and youth. After the service, there will be many 
projects to do around the church grounds, such as planting 
trees, clearing brush, and picking up trash. These activities can 
be done as a family, or in small groups. The Landscape 
Committee will be coordinating these efforts. We will need 
other adults to help supervise any children or youth helping 
with a project. If  you would like to help in this way, please let 
me know by April 18.

The 3-5 class is planning for a sleepover at the church on 
April 17. Look for details in the order of  service this month. 

Here’s what each of  the classes is doing this month:

April 4 Preschool: “Spring Brings Changes”
K-2: “People Different from You”
3-5: “Creative Conflict Resolution”
6-8: Visiting the Woodstock Church
High School: Discussing a topic of  choice

April 11 Preschool: “We Must Care for the Earth”
K-2: “From Enemies to Friends”
3-5: “Cooperation”
6-8: “The UU Story & Vision”
High School: Discussing a topic of  choice

April 18 Preschool: “Easter”
K-2: “An Appreciation of  Nature”
3-5: “Making Peace, Building Justice”
6-8: “A Closer Look”
High School: Discussing a topic of  choice

April 25 Earth Day Celebration—Preschool through High 
School

In Faith,
Kathy Underwood, Director of  Religious Education

PRAIRIE FEST UPDATE — YOU CAN HELP!
Plans for Prairie Fest 2004 are well underway. It will take place at 

our church on Saturday, October 2 from 9:00 to 5:30. We have 
begun the process of  reaching out to potential speakers, workshop 
leaders, and musicians. Soon a call will go out to vendors, 
information providers, and artists whose services and purpose 
align with our Prairie Fest mission.

We are asking you to join in the fun of  planning and working to 
make this first Prairie Fest a success. Coordinators for specific 
activities are listed below. If  you are willing to help with any of  the 
listed areas, please contact the appropriate coordinator:

! Logistics: Kathy Hislip, Andrea Schmidlin, and Linda Porter
! Workshop and Speaker Scheduling and Coordination: Mary 

Alice Masonick, Dan Brosier, and Linda Porter
! Food: Kathy Hislip and Suzanne Hanifl
! Music: Todd Underwood and Suzanne Hanifl
! Arts and Crafts Vendors: Laurie Kiesewetter and Dave Segel
! Public Information Booths: Mary Alice Masonick
! Prairie Information and Tours: Mary Alice Masonick, Edythe 

Nagler, Linda Porter and Sheena John
! Mini-workshops (demonstrations with youth of  the church 

participating): Jack Berry and Sheena John
! Art and Photo Contest: Sheena John and Claire Dassy
! Publicity: Kathy Hislip and Todd Underwood

General questions or suggestions related to the Prairie Fest can 
be sent via email to prairiefest@uuce.org.

COMMITTEE SPOTLIGHT — PUBLIC RELATIONS
The Public Relations Committee has been in existence for about 

ten years now, and works to “spread the word” about our church 
to the greater Elgin community. Some of  the tasks that fall under 
the commitee’s umbrella include managing the church website, the 
newsletter, gathering marketing information, preparing and 
distributing press releases to the media, and other promotional/ 
advertising efforts. 

The P.R. Committee currently consists of  Todd Underwood 
(chair), Linda Porter and Kathy Hislip. We’re always looking for 
new members, so if  you have any interest in helping out, please 
contact Todd at newsletter@uuce.org.

Mary Alice Masonick helped lead R.E. students on a tour of  
Burnidge Woods Forest Preserve on February 29

This famous UU was both U.S. President 
and Chief  Justice during his life. He was 
the only man in the history of  the 
country to become the head of  both the 
Executive and Judicial Departments of  
the Federal Government.

(Answer will appear in the next Unichord)
March’s Who Am I  was Ray Bradbury.

Who Am I?

As April approaches, I see my 
presidency flashing before my eyes... 
my last month to make a difference 
before being relegated to past 
president status. This has been a 
wonderful and tiring couple of  years, 
and I have learned some invaluable 
lessons about myself  and about our 
church. I have appreciated the 
opportunity to test my leadership skills 
among friends and honored 
colleagues.

These past two years have included 
a lot of  planning. The Strategic Plan is the most obvious 
example, but it goes even farther than that. The Board is 
discussing a change in governance model. We are considering a 
move to a different church structure that would allow the 
Board to delegate some of  its tasks to an Executive Team. The 
Canvass Committee is considering a change in the way that we 
budget so the needs can be determined before we canvass our 
members. These are important changes.

Sometimes the planning is easier than the implementation. 
I’ve seen it happen that good plans go bad when they are 
ignored or followed too strictly. I think I may have gotten the 
easy part, because my two years have been mostly planning and 
may be easier than two years of  implementation. One positive 
step is that the Board has appointed a Strategic Plan 
Coordinator. Lydia Larrabee graciously agreed to help us 
implement our plan (for one year), by reminding committee 
chairs and designated persons when their objectives come 
“due” in the plan. She can link them with resources to get their 
work done, if  needed. It’s important to note that Lydia is not 
the implementor of  the Strategic Plan. She helps people 
remember to do their work, and she records the progress so we 
know how we’re doing. Thanks to Lydia for her commitment.

You can help make implementation easier over the next 
couple of  years, and help your church community attain its 
goals with a few simple steps: complete tasks and surveys when 
asked, share feedback when needed, and share your gifts and 
talents however you feel comfortable. This will continue to 
make our organization a thriving, growing place.

Peace,
Kim

Ways to Get in Touch
Church Office 847-888-0668
Web site www.uuce.org
Newsletter Submissions newsletter@uuce.org

Board President
Kim Cecil
Newsletter Editor:
Todd Underwood

Deadlines
Order of  Service Thursday PM
Unichord April 18

Kim’s Korner

Kim Cecil
Board President

RESOURCES FOR ORGANIC FOODS
Following the Sunday Service on March 22, Leslie Sawyer 
collected this list of  resources for organic foods:

1. Duck Soup Co-op: Offers a wide range of  organic foods, 
farm-raised poultry and eggs, dog and cat foods and cruelty-
free health and beauty products and much more. Hillside Ave., 
DeKalb; www.Ducksoupcoop.com.

2. Whole Foods: Organic/health food grocery store. Palatine and 
Wheaton.

3. Wild Oats: Hinsdale.
4. Krog’s Farm: Fresh eggs. 40W122 Bowes Road, Elgin; 847-

464-5237.
5. Woodman’s: Randall Road at Binnie Road in Carpentersville.
6. Angelic Organics: Support community agriculture. Buy a 

“share” for the growing season and receive organic produce 
every week, June-October. Call Mary Alice Masonick for 
information.

7. Go-Veggie NW: They have potluck lunches at the Barrington 
Area Library about once per month. The group provides 
opportunities to sample vegetarian cooking, exchange recipes, 
and learn more about animal rights and vegetarianism. The 
contact person is Mary Horn at 847-381-5564 or 
milohorn@yahoo.com.

April Birthdays

1 Dan Hislip
4 Eric Prebys
5 Sheena John
6 Katherine Lucas
7 Donn Branstrator
7 Marjorie Osborne
11 Mitch King
12 Mark Braun
13 Nick Prebys
14 Donna Askins

14 Dan Brosier
15 Brianna Bedard
15 Reve Rogers-Bottino
17 Bob Hamill
18 Charmaine Hamill
19 Margot Cusimano
20 Ron Williams
20 Kim Cecil
24 Chris Laux
29 Emily Webster
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CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED
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Four special women from the Central Midwest District shared a unique
look at honoring our grandmothers for the March 29 Sunday Service.

Family Game Night on March 13 was a great opportunity to kick 
back and have some wholesome fun on a Saturday night.

Ways to Get Inv olved in April:
• Join the Prairie Fes t Planning Team
• Attend the Ethnic Dining Adventure on April 10
• Participate in t he April Follies Talent  Show on April 24
• Join a committee


