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At this year's annual meeting, May 6, 
you will be asked to vote on a change to the 
church's fiscal year.  Currently, the fiscal year 

st struns from April 1  of  one year until March 31  
of  the next.  This has always caused some 
inconvenience in that it doesn't line up with the 
traditional church calendar. More significantly, 
it means that the new fiscal year begins more 
than a month before the congregation formally 
approves the budget.  In other words, by the 
time the membership votes on the new budget, 
we have already been operating on it for some 
time.

The Finance Committee has wanted to 
change the fiscal year for some time. Un-
fortunately, it's always been impractical to vote 
in a new fiscal year at the Annual Meeting, 
because the fiscal year is implicit in the 
budgeting and canvassing process.  For this 
reason, we have decided that at this year's 
Annual Meeting, we will ask the congregation 
to approve a change in the fiscal year for next 
year.  That is, this fiscal year will begin on April 

st st1 , 2007 and end on March 31 , 2008 as usual; 
however, with the congregation's approval, the 

stnext fiscal year will begin on April 1 , 2008 and 
thrun until June 30 , 2009, a total of  15 months. 

After that, each new fiscal year will begin on 
st thJuly 1  and run until June 30 . 

If  this proposal goes through, it means 
that the Finance and Canvass Committees can 
move forward next year with a clear mandate to 
accommodate the 15-month transitional year.  
After that, there will actually be enough time 
between the Annual Meeting and the start of  
the fiscal year to incorporate congregational 
feedback into the budget, if  necessary.

If  you have any questions in this matter, 
please don't hesitate to contact me.

                   Eric Prebys,  Treasurer 

fisc
al

I N S I D E

2 From the Minister

2 Sundays

3 Calendar

4-6 News & Announcements

5 Religious Education

7 President’s Report

An Important New Year Decision
Traditionally, each year we've held a service called 

“Art of  the Soul” to celebrate the creative spirit and 

gifts that reside in our UU community.  During this 

service people share an artistic passion of  theirs. 

People may talk about their passion and/or 

demonstrate it.  

This year we are 

setting aside the 

month of  May to 

reflect on the topic 

“Who Am I?” as 

seen through 

artistic expression. 

All members are 

invited and 

encouraged to share 

some type of  

artistic expression 

that will, perhaps, 

give the community 

new insights about you and a better understanding 

of  who you are.  It may be a picture, a collage, an 

object or other type of  creation that says a little 

about you.  Greg Ward, who shares some of  his 

talents with the graphic on this page, will take your 

creation and  develop a gallery of  the works that will 

grow throughout the month of  May. Please drop off  

your “Who Am I” creations in the church office. Be 

sure to include your name.

th
On Sunday, May 27 , we will 

celebrate the month's reflection 

with the “Art of  the Soul” 

worship service.  Contact Greg 

Ward for more information or 

assistance.

May is Art of the Soul Month
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The following memo comes from a 
book of  collected meditations by UU 
authors published by Skinner House Books.  
Its author is the Rev. Gary Kowalski.

“Have you noticed that more and 
more cars are running red lights? I have. 
Apparently a yellow light no longer means 

‘slow down,’ but in the minds of many drivers means ‘put the 
pedal to the metal.’ Maybe it is symptomatic of people in our 
society, who seem in an ever greater hurry to get to the front of  
the line, regardless of  who they might run over in the process.

“It is the little things that count, and small infractions like 
these do add up. I am reminded of  a story (possibly true) in 
which several international business executives were crossing a 
busy street in downtown Tokyo. Because the coast was clear, the 
Americans in the group didn't bother to wait for the walk sign 
and forged across the avenue. When their Japanese companions 
joined them after the walk sign had given the go ahead, the 
Westerners were puzzled. ‘Why didn't you cross with us?’ they 
asked. ‘You could see there were no cars coming.’

“ ‘True,’ the Japanese replied, looking upward toward the 
tall buildings all around, ‘but a small child might have been 
watching from one of  those windows. And if we had crossed 
against the light, what would that little one have learned?’ ”

I am consciously trying to slow down these days, 
thinking of  that young child. I will paste it on my mental 
refrigerator door, if  not on the bumper of  my car: “I brake for 
pedestrians and stop signs (not to mention animals, bicycles, and 
traffic cops).” Certainly, if we all gave as much thought to how 
we get somewhere as to how fast we arrive, the world would be a 
better place.

         So much of  it has to do with the little things in life.

From the Minister

Rev. Dan Brosier
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Member Pledges—2006-2007 Fiscal Year

Budgeted
$118,063

Actual
$115,680

The 2006-2007 budget calls for $128,750 in pledges. 
Eleven months’ worth of  this figure is $118,063. 

Questions? Contact your Finance Coordinator, Alice Macy.

Month of Sundays

 1  Visioning
What is our dream for the future? Specifically, the 
future of  this church. This week we talk about the 
importance of  dreaming big for ourselves. What 
could this congregation be in five or ten years? 
Where can we go? Bring your dreams. Service led 
by the Rev. Dan Brosier.

 8  Easter and the Rebirth of Life

Guitarist, singer, and composer of  music that 
furthers the ideals of  ecology, justice, and peace, 
Jim Scott will, through his music, share a message 
of  rebirth. From Carnegie Hall and the Newport 
Jazz Festival with the Paul Winter Consort to a 
concert at the end of  the Great Peace March with 
folk legends Pete Seeger and Peter Yarrow, Jim's 
travels have taken him around the world.  Service 
led by the Rev. Dan Brosier.
 

15 “God is in…”
Today some of our youth will explore various 
religions and belief  systems and what they might 
offer us as UUs. Service led by the High School RE 
youth.

22 Earth Day
What is going on, why should we care, and what 
can we do?  During the service we will offer the 
congregation a chance to make a donation to our 
Green Tag program, which funds the development 
of  renewable energy.  After the service there will be 
a work party to tend to our grounds.  A lunch will 
be provided for all who participate in the work 
party.   Service led by the Rev. Dan Brosier.

29  The Song of History
Excerpts from “Neither Wolf Nor Dog” by Kent 
Nerburn. How do we view our history? Are we 
moved by dates, by chronological remembrances? 
Or are we moved by where we were and what we 
were doing when history took place? Let's take a 
closer look!

Services 10:45 A.M.
Fellowship & Coffee Following

UUCE Calendar

April
SUNDAY April 1st

9:00 AM Unichords
9:30 AM Adult Sunday School - 302
9:30 AM Worship Committee
10:45 AM Worship Service

Monday 2nd
5:45 PM Exercise Class - Leslie Sawyer- 302

Tuesday 3rd - 7:00 PM Covenant Group - Off Site

Wednesday 4th
7:00 PM Committee on the Ministry
7:00 PM Spiritual Inquiry Covenant Group - 302
7:00 PM Barn Bells
7:00 PM Healing Through Humor Covenant

   Group - 201

Thursday 5th - Energy Audit

Friday 6th
9:15 AM - Executive Team Meeting
6:30 PM - Women Cooking For Women

SUNDAY April 8th
9:00 AM NO Unichords
9:30 AM Adult Sunday School - 302
10:45 AM Worship Service

Monday 9th
5:45 PM Exercise Class - Leslie Sawyer- 302

Wednesday 11th
7:00 PM APPLE Meeting 301
7:00 PM Barn Bells
7:00 PM Finance Committee - Dan’s Office

Thursday 12th - 7:30 PM Choir Practice - Sanctuary

SUNDAY April 15th
9:00 AM Unichords
9:30 AM Adult Sunday School - 302
10:45 AM Worship Service
12:30 PM Green Sanctuary
12:00 PM R.E. Birthday Potluck   

Monday 16th
5:45 PM Exercise Class - Leslie Sawyer- 302

Tuesday 17th - Covenant Group - Off Site

Wednesday 18th 
7:00 PM Barn Bells
7:00 PM Women's Crafting Night - FH
7:00 Spiritual Inquiry Covenant Group 301&2
7:00 PM New U - Sanctuary

Thursday 19th
11:30 AM Care Team Meeting - FH
7:00 PM Board Meeting

Friday 20th - 9:15 AM Executive Team

Saturday 21st
1:00 PM Paganism 101 - FH

SUNDAY April 22nd 
9:00 AM Unichords
9:30 AM Adult Sunday School - 302
10:45 AM - Worship Service
12:30 PM - Landscape & Grounds Potluck

                              and work party

                   MAY UNICHORD NEWS DUE

Monday 23rd
5:45 PM Exercise Class - Leslie Sawyer- 302 

Wednesday 25th
7:00 PM Women's Spirituality - 301
7:00 PM Barn Bells
7:00 PM New U - Sanctuary

Thursday 26th
7:00 PM Prairie Fest Meeting - FH
7:30 PM Choir Practice - Sanctuary

Saturday 28th
Unichords - Rockford Festival
9:30 AM Quilting - 302

Sunday 29th
9:00 AM Unichords - Ring for Service
9:30 AM Adult Sunday School - 302
10:45 AM Worship Service

Monday 30th
5:45 PM Exercise Class - Leslie Sawyer - 302

Lighting this chalice, we 
invoke the presence of 
Love in our hearts, to share 
it today among us and 
then spread it to the world. 

Therefore, let nobody feel a stranger in 
this circle and may all feel welcome.
    —the Sociedad Unitaria Universalista de España

VISION/MISSION TASK FORCE
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Women Cooking For Women

 THERE'S BEEN A CHANGE…. We 
will be discussing the story of  “The Invisible 
Children” at our next 

th
dinner/discussion on Friday, April 6  , 2007.  Women, 13 and 
older, are invited, asked to bring a dish to share for the 
potluck, and to donate money to help support “Invisible 
Children, Inc.” The suggested donations are $5 if  you bring a 
dish to share, and $10 if  you don't.

We will be watching and discussing the short 
documentary entitled, “Invisible Children: Rough Cut.”  The 
documentary exposes the effects of  a 20-year-long war on the 
children of  Northern Uganda, who are being abducted from 
their homes and forced to fight as child soldiers. Seen through 
the eyes of  these young film makers, this documentary is 
humorous, heartbreaking, informative, and is the first of  its 
kind— motivating a demographic of  otherwise uninterested 
youth around the globe to get involved in this horrific situation 
in Africa.

Doors open at 6:30 p.m. Food should be ready to 
be served by 7:00 p.m.  Friends and family members are 
welcome to attend. There is no sign-up or membership 
required. Just come!   See Laurie Kiesewetter or Andrea 
Schmidlin if  you have questions.  

th
On Friday, May 4 , we will be joining the book group 

and reading, Three Cups of  Tea by Mortenson & Relin about 
the building of  schools in Pakistan.
                                               HOPE YOU'LL JOIN US!

LIBRARY NOTES
Participants in the Paganism 101 class can find books of 
interest in our church library in the "featured books" section 
of  the white bookcase: "Pagan Ways--Finding Your Spirituality 
in Nature" by Gwydion O'Hara, and "Sacred Cosmos--Journal 
of  Liberal Religious Paganism."

~

Wednesday Evening Childcare
Childcare is available for parents attending church activities 
from 7:00 to 9:00 PM. Please make reservations so we’ll be 
sure to have people available for your child care. Reserve by 5 
PM Monday at 847-888-0668 or o

i

A Pat on the Back 
Give yourself a pat on the back for all your donations 

to the All People's Inter-Faith Pantry in March. The Pantry 
staff  and the recipients thank you. 

Best to bring your donations on our Pantry Sunday, 
April 1, but, as always, your donations are welcome anytime 
during the month. Canned meats and vegetables along with 
cake mixes and frosting would probably be good items for this 
month. 

~

administrator@uuce.org r 
sign up on the clipboard outs de the nursery.

~

News & Announcements

Religious Education

 One of  the challenges I have with my 
job as a Director of  Religious 
Education is finding, or perhaps I 
should say making, time to read even 
just a small portion of  all the 
information available in print and 

cyberspace. I have found a successful way to do so: join a 
book group for religious educators! This has forced me to 
read some material I wouldn't normally choose to read (such 
as Karen Armstrong's A History of  God), as well as meet 
quarterly with a group to discuss the books and come up with 
ideas for implementing programs in our congregations. I 
thought I'd share some of  what I am currently reading from 
Handbook of  Family Religious Education.
    In one essay, “Religion and the Family,” the authors 
summarize research on the topic. First, they note that the 
bond between religion and family is one that is firmly rooted 
in culture and history and that in the past several decades the 
definition of  family has changed and is constantly changing 
over time. 
   Given this, they go on to say what may seem obvious: that 
parents are perceived to have the greatest effect on one's 
religious development. If  a child grows up in a home that is 
religious, then s/he is likely to become religious in some way 
as an adult. One explanation is that parents may exert 
“indirect leverage on institutional religiosity through 
facilitating their child's development of  friendship ties with 
people who participate actively in the same religious 
organization.” As a parent, I can decide whom my child will 
play with and that may be with others of  the same faith.
   Another study looked at the religious habits and rituals in 
the home, and found that adolescents' religious development 
is connected more to this than to the influence of  their peers 
or parents. Can that really be? While the research in these 
essays is done primarily with mainstream Christian faiths, I 
wonder if  it would be similar for UUs? I wonder how many 
UU homes have religious habits and rituals? And in the ones 
that do not, why not? Is it because we don't show them what 
that can look like, or because they don't make the time to do 
it? Maybe there are other reasons.
   If you wish to share your thoughts and insights on this, 
drop me an email or give me a call. Let's try to give our 
parents and families some tools and help grow our future 
UUs!
                                          In Faith,
        Kathy Underwood

Kathy Underwood
Director of

 Religious Education

Religious Education
April 1 Preschool Passover

ndK-2 : Passover
rd th3 -5 : Daniel Chester French
th th6 -8 : Hymn #388

High School: Working on a worship service
April 8 Preschool Easter

ndK-2 : My Church & How It Used To Be
rd th3 -5 : Try Something New
th th6 -8 : The Last Supper

High School: Dress Rehearsal
April 15 Preschool Dreams

K-2 Easter
3-5 Treasure Maps
6-8 Jesus & Mary Magdalene
High School: Youth-led worship service

April 22 Preschool Wondering About Stars
K-2 A Starr and a Bell
3-5 Henry David Thoreau
6-8 Hymn #21
High School: Adopt-A-Highway Cleanup

April 29 Preschool Imagination
K-2 Making a Beautiful Space
3-5 P. T. Barnum
6-8 The Golden Rule
High School: Future Direction Planning

World famous for music making in general and 
choral music in particular, this UU was one of  the 

greatest musicians this country has produced. He had 
“enormous impact on shaping and encouragement 

of  creative musical endeavor in the U.S.” 

(answer will appear in the next Unichord)
March Who Am I is George Ripley

Who Am I?

  

Adult Sunday School Schedule
First Sunday of  each month features the study of  Spiral 

Dynamics with Bob Sandidge and Anne Ward— April 1st the 
group continues to learn how we grow into BIG MIND 
—Beta Mind.  All are invited to come and learn what Spiral 
Dynamics is and how it applies to our lives.

The second and third Sundays of  each month Dan Hislip 
facilitates Bible Study. Bring your Bible.

On the fourth and on the occasional fifth Sunday of  each 
month Andrea Schmidlin facilitates a discussion Forum.  Do 
join this lively group any Sunday at 9:30 am on the 3rd floor.

Quilters
Meet Saturday, April 28th, 9:30 - 3:00 PM on the third floor. 
Colors this year are brown and cream. If  anyone wishes to 
donate fabric, they can buy 1/4” yard strips of these colors in 
100% cotton fabric. We always welcome new people.  

~

Secret Meetings
Two new small groups are meeting to discuss the book “The 
Secret”, with each having a slightly different focus.  Both 
groups meet the first and third Wednesday nights of each 
month.  If  you are interested in participating in either group, 
please join us April 4th at 7:00 PM at the church.  For more 
information about the groups, contact Pat Pecho or Dan 
Hislip.

~
New U
The New U program is a two-session workshop designed 
to give people new to Unitarian Universalism some basic 
information about the faith and this church in particular.  
The program is facilitated by Pat Pecho and Dan Brosier 
and the next session will begin on Wednesday, April 18 at 7 
PM.  The second session will be on April 25 at the same 
time.  All interested in learning a bit more about UUism are 
encouraged to attend.  If  you are interested please sign up 
on the designated clipboard at the first floor visitor's table.  
If  you would like childcare please indicate so on the sign-up 
sheet by April 15.  If  you have any questions call Dan 
Brosier at the church.

Consider Paying Your Pledge Online
Most banks offer an online payment service through which 
their customers can schedule payments to cover their financial 
obligations.  This is very useful when one wants to make 
regular payments of  a set amount—as pledge payments to this 
church usually are.  A number of church members already use 
such a service to make their pledge contributions.  This is 
beneficial to the church as it provides a steady stream of  
income.  The Finance Committee encourages all members to 
consider paying their pledges in this manner.  For information 
about an online payment service, contact your bank.

~
Planned Giving
Consider one of  the simplest and most rewarding gifts you 
can make to Unitarian Universalism: a bequest in your will 
or other estate plans. Many of  us want to provide 
generously for the organizations we cherish, in addition to 
our loved ones. A bequest of any size in your estate plans 
can shape the future of  this congregation and ensure its 
vitality for generations to come. Contact Tim Davis, Carol 
Schoengart, or Jim Burnidge, members of  the UUCE 
Endowment Committee, for more information.

~

New Members
Since our last Unichord David Zobott and Beth Cooper-
Zobott, and Alesa Burbach have signed the membership 
book.  We joyfully welcome them into our community.
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ideas for implementing programs in our congregations. I 
thought I'd share some of  what I am currently reading from 
Handbook of  Family Religious Education.
    In one essay, “Religion and the Family,” the authors 
summarize research on the topic. First, they note that the 
bond between religion and family is one that is firmly rooted 
in culture and history and that in the past several decades the 
definition of  family has changed and is constantly changing 
over time. 
   Given this, they go on to say what may seem obvious: that 
parents are perceived to have the greatest effect on one's 
religious development. If  a child grows up in a home that is 
religious, then s/he is likely to become religious in some way 
as an adult. One explanation is that parents may exert 
“indirect leverage on institutional religiosity through 
facilitating their child's development of  friendship ties with 
people who participate actively in the same religious 
organization.” As a parent, I can decide whom my child will 
play with and that may be with others of  the same faith.
   Another study looked at the religious habits and rituals in 
the home, and found that adolescents' religious development 
is connected more to this than to the influence of  their peers 
or parents. Can that really be? While the research in these 
essays is done primarily with mainstream Christian faiths, I 
wonder if  it would be similar for UUs? I wonder how many 
UU homes have religious habits and rituals? And in the ones 
that do not, why not? Is it because we don't show them what 
that can look like, or because they don't make the time to do 
it? Maybe there are other reasons.
   If you wish to share your thoughts and insights on this, 
drop me an email or give me a call. Let's try to give our 
parents and families some tools and help grow our future 
UUs!
                                          In Faith,
        Kathy Underwood

Kathy Underwood
Director of

 Religious Education

Religious Education
April 1 Preschool Passover

ndK-2 : Passover
rd th3 -5 : Daniel Chester French
th th6 -8 : Hymn #388

High School: Working on a worship service
April 8 Preschool Easter

ndK-2 : My Church & How It Used To Be
rd th3 -5 : Try Something New
th th6 -8 : The Last Supper

High School: Dress Rehearsal
April 15 Preschool Dreams

K-2 Easter
3-5 Treasure Maps
6-8 Jesus & Mary Magdalene
High School: Youth-led worship service

April 22 Preschool Wondering About Stars
K-2 A Starr and a Bell
3-5 Henry David Thoreau
6-8 Hymn #21
High School: Adopt-A-Highway Cleanup

April 29 Preschool Imagination
K-2 Making a Beautiful Space
3-5 P. T. Barnum
6-8 The Golden Rule
High School: Future Direction Planning

World famous for music making in general and 
choral music in particular, this UU was one of  the 

greatest musicians this country has produced. He had 
“enormous impact on shaping and encouragement 

of  creative musical endeavor in the U.S.” 

(answer will appear in the next Unichord)
March Who Am I is George Ripley

Who Am I?

  

Adult Sunday School Schedule
First Sunday of  each month features the study of  Spiral 

Dynamics with Bob Sandidge and Anne Ward— April 1st the 
group continues to learn how we grow into BIG MIND 
—Beta Mind.  All are invited to come and learn what Spiral 
Dynamics is and how it applies to our lives.

The second and third Sundays of  each month Dan Hislip 
facilitates Bible Study. Bring your Bible.

On the fourth and on the occasional fifth Sunday of  each 
month Andrea Schmidlin facilitates a discussion Forum.  Do 
join this lively group any Sunday at 9:30 am on the 3rd floor.

Quilters
Meet Saturday, April 28th, 9:30 - 3:00 PM on the third floor. 
Colors this year are brown and cream. If  anyone wishes to 
donate fabric, they can buy 1/4” yard strips of these colors in 
100% cotton fabric. We always welcome new people.  

~

Secret Meetings
Two new small groups are meeting to discuss the book “The 
Secret”, with each having a slightly different focus.  Both 
groups meet the first and third Wednesday nights of each 
month.  If  you are interested in participating in either group, 
please join us April 4th at 7:00 PM at the church.  For more 
information about the groups, contact Pat Pecho or Dan 
Hislip.

~
New U
The New U program is a two-session workshop designed 
to give people new to Unitarian Universalism some basic 
information about the faith and this church in particular.  
The program is facilitated by Pat Pecho and Dan Brosier 
and the next session will begin on Wednesday, April 18 at 7 
PM.  The second session will be on April 25 at the same 
time.  All interested in learning a bit more about UUism are 
encouraged to attend.  If  you are interested please sign up 
on the designated clipboard at the first floor visitor's table.  
If  you would like childcare please indicate so on the sign-up 
sheet by April 15.  If  you have any questions call Dan 
Brosier at the church.

Consider Paying Your Pledge Online
Most banks offer an online payment service through which 
their customers can schedule payments to cover their financial 
obligations.  This is very useful when one wants to make 
regular payments of  a set amount—as pledge payments to this 
church usually are.  A number of church members already use 
such a service to make their pledge contributions.  This is 
beneficial to the church as it provides a steady stream of  
income.  The Finance Committee encourages all members to 
consider paying their pledges in this manner.  For information 
about an online payment service, contact your bank.

~
Planned Giving
Consider one of  the simplest and most rewarding gifts you 
can make to Unitarian Universalism: a bequest in your will 
or other estate plans. Many of  us want to provide 
generously for the organizations we cherish, in addition to 
our loved ones. A bequest of any size in your estate plans 
can shape the future of  this congregation and ensure its 
vitality for generations to come. Contact Tim Davis, Carol 
Schoengart, or Jim Burnidge, members of  the UUCE 
Endowment Committee, for more information.

~

New Members
Since our last Unichord David Zobott and Beth Cooper-
Zobott, and Alesa Burbach have signed the membership 
book.  We joyfully welcome them into our community.

VISION/MISSION TASK FORCE
LEARN MORE - See Lydia’s Column



Volunteer to MULCH
The Landscape and Grounds Committee is ordering new 
mulch to enhance the appearance of our labyrinth. Two work 
parties have been scheduled to prepare the labyrinth and 
spread the mulch.   The first work party is scheduled for 
Sunday April 15th. We are looking for volunteers to pull weeds 
both before and after the service on that day. Another work 
party is scheduled for April 22nd after the service to spread the 
mulch.  Shovels and work gloves will be provided but if  you 
would like to bring your own, please do. 

~
Healing Through Humor Covenant Group Meeting
Have you experienced the healing power of humor?

Humor has the power to release us from the corners 
into which we sometimes paint ourselves by enabling a 
powerful release from anger, frustration and worry.

The Healing Through Humor covenant group will 
explore ways to use humor to drive our ability to deal with 
life’s stresses. These ways will include improv, stand up 
comedy, joke-telling and simply helping one another see a 
humorous side to a stressful event. 

If  you are interested in releasing your inner comic and 
becoming a healer through humor, please join the first meeting 
of  the Healing Through Humor covenant group in Room 
#201 on Wednesday April 4, 2007 at 7:00 P.M. For more 
information, please contact Jo Kinnard.

~
“This I Believe” Book Project
 From time to time, UUCE holds a "This I Believe" 
worship service, and members of  the congregation have been 
invited to present beliefs and perspectives on how their work 
and lives demonstrate UU principles. Some of you might have 
participated in such a service in years past, or plan to do so in 
the future. Others may not want to present their belief  
statement at a worship service, but may be interested in writing 
one nevertheless. These statements are deeply personal 
accounts of  how the writer/presenter interprets UUism.

To capture the voice of  our congregation, the worship 
committee is exploring the idea of  publishing a compilation of  
belief  statements in the form of  a "This I Believe" book. We 
invite you to submit your statements for consideration to be 
included in this compilation. Please contact Jo.

~
Worship Committee Mini Survey (plus a free cookie!) 

nd thOn April 22  and 29  members of  the Worship Committee 
will be conducting a mini survey. We will be asking for your 
input on two aspects of  the Sunday morning worship 
experience. Part one asks you to write a “newsletter blurb” as 
though you were planning a service. Part two asks how you 
respond to the “Quieting” segment of  our current order of  
service. The survey will only take a few minutes of  your time 
and if  you complete one, you'll get a free cookie! Questions? 
Contact Elise Wall.

This is an opportunity for members of  our church to 
get involved in their local environment.

In order to generate broad awareness of  the Kane 
County Forest Preserve's Open Space Referendum and to 
generate as many “yes” votes as possible, Kane County 
Neighbors for Open Space, Clean Water and Clean Air is 
coordinating a “One to Get Ten” networking strategy to help 
pass the ballot question on April 17, 2007.

Utilizing the strategy, friends of open spaces seek 
commitments from relatives, friends and neighbors who are 
registered voters in Kane County to support the open space 
referendum on the April 17 ballot. Solicitors are asked to seek 
support from at least ten (10) people. In order for the campaign 
to be effective it is important to have as many people as possible 
in the network, making commitments to vote on April 17 in 
favor of  the open space referendum.

It is crucial to have solicitors complete their assignment 
on time. Solicitors should also be reminded to simply inform 
potential signatories of  the forest preserve's needs and ask for 
support. Solicitors should not try to argue with “no” voters. 
This usually hardens “no” voter's resolve and perhaps 
encourages activism against the referendum.

The “One-To-Get-Ten Strategy” can be in action for 
several weeks, but it is most effective the last couple of  weeks 
before the vote, since people begin to think about the vote right 
before the election. After obtaining the ten (10) names of  your 
supporters, call them the night before the election and remind 
them to vote.

You can help in this effort as either a solicitor of  
individual commitments of  support for the referendum, or by 
arranging for others to seek those signatures.

If  you have any questions, please feel free to contact 
Sue Jayne or The Conservation Foundation at (630) 428-4500, 
ext 12. 

~
BOOK GROUP
You are warmly invited to join the members of  the Book 
Group at any of  their upcoming meetings, which begin at 
7:00 p.m.
      May 4 - "Three Cups of Tea: One Man's Mission to 
                   Fight Terrorism and Build Nations...One
                   School at a Time" by Greg  Mortenson and
                   David Oliver Relin.   
Joint meeting with Women Cooking for Women in Fellowship 
Hall.  Doors open at 6:30; potluck begins at 
7:00, followed by book discussion.
      June 1 - "Digging to America" by Anne Tyler.
                        At the home of Dotty Carringi.
      July 13 - "Water for Elephants" by Sara Gruen.
                        At the home of Alice Macy.
       August 24 - "Eat, Pray, Love: One Woman's Search for
                        Everything Across Italy, India and Indonesia" 
                        by Elizabeth Gilbert. At the home of Henny DuBois

~

Green Corner

6  (847)888-0668

News & Announcements

 As I mentioned here a few 
months ago, the Board has assembled a 
task force to assist us to create a new 
mission and vision for this church. The 
Mission/Vision Task Force is a group of 
members diverse in age, background, and 
time in the church, all invited because 

they have much to offer as leaders of this 
process. They are:  Paul Anderson, Andrea 

Budasi,  Ayla Halberstadt , Sergio Hernandez,  Sandy James, Laurie 
Kiesewetter, Jo Kinnard, Elizabeth Olson, Kevin Sweeney, and 
Anne Ward, Chair. 

You may be wondering both “why” and “why now” are we 
doing this.  Very simply it is to articulate who we are and to get to 
where we want to go.  Our policy-based governance, which we 
implemented in 2005, relies on mission and vision to provide 
strategic direction for both Board and Executive Team.  We need 
this input from you very simply so that we can do our jobs. Our 
current vision is about to expire with the completion of  our current 
strategic plan; our mission is not current enough nor complete 
enough for what we need, as you'll see below.  We have many new 
voices in the church and the act of ref lecting on our reason for 
being helps us be a healthy and vital community.  Good vision and 
mission statements also will inspire us and clearly represent the 
church to visitors. 

You will very shortly hear much more from the Task Force 
inviting you to participate and contribute your ideas and desires for 
the church.  They are designing a process that insures broad 
participation from the entire congregation so that the mission and 
vision definitely represent us all.

But what is a mission and vision?   Both words have many 
meanings and uses, so we have clearly defined what we want to 
produce:    

Our Vision is our dream for our future.    A vision is a 
carefully defined picture that answers the question “What do we 
want the congregation to look like in five or ten years as a result of  
our efforts in ministry, programming and outreach?” It is critical 
information for the church leadership—Board, Executive Team, 
Committees, etc.—as we create the next strategic plan for the 
church for the next five years.  Where do we want to go?  

Our Mission: Who we are and why we exist  A mission 
is a statement unique to this church that differentiates UUCE from 
other churches and from other UU churches.  (Our current mission 
does not do this.)  It is a carefully defined, concise and focused 
statement that declares why the church exists. It is not a list of 
activities; instead it states what effects we want to create as a church 
community:  who is to be served, what service/effects are for those 
inside the congregation, and what service/effects are for those in 
the wider community?  Our mission states our values and priorities 
and we will use it as a guide in decision making. 

I look forward personally to this process and what emerges 
as we engage this task.  If  you have questions, ideas on process, 
concerns or anything else, contact anyone on the Task Force or the 
Board.  Thank you in advance for your honest and valuable input.                             

                                                                         Lydia

Lydia Larrabee
Board President

1 Daniel Hislip
4 Eric Prebys
5 Sheena John
6 Katherine Lucas
6 Bob Bedard 
7 Andrew Russel III
9 Mark Larson
11 Mitch King 
12 Mark Braun
13 Nick Prebys
14 Grace Chao
14 Donna Askins
14 Dan Brosier

Kudos to:  
Donna Askins: for creating the 
beautiful new directory, Elizabeth 
Olson, Sergio Hernandez and 
Bridget Lucas: for chaperoning 
the youth group con in Springfield; 
Jessica Frost, Ann Kremer, Debbie 
Whiston-Garman: for coordinating the 
birthday potluck.

Ways to Get in Touch
Church Office            847.888.0668
Web site           www.uuce.org
PodCast                         uuce.libsyn.com
Schedule an event               uuce.org/event-scheduling.html

Newsletter submissions newsletter@uuce.org
Board President:
    Lydia Larrabee                                                 
Newsletter Editor 
    Bob Sandidge Newsletter@uuce.org   847.854.1111 

Deadlines
Order of  Service         Wednesday PM
UNICHORD NEWS DUE            April 22th

April Birthdays
14 Ava Seiberlich
15 Brianna Bedard 
15 Reve Rogers-Bottino 
17 Bob Hamill
18 Charmaine Hamill
19 Margot Cusimano
20 Ron Williams
20 Kim Cecil
23 Nicki Ridley
24 Chris Laux
27 Karen Leyba
29 Emily Webster 

7 www.uuce.org

President’s Reflections

MORE PENNIES FOR PEACE - PLEASE!
  The R.E. classes continue to collect "Pennies for Peace" in 

April.  This program of  Central Asia institute, a non-profit 
organization dedicated to the promotion and support of  community-
based education, is especially for girls in remote mountain regions of  
Central Asia.  We are asking the children and youth to bring in as many 
pennies as possible.  Pennies ONLY!  They are symbolic.  

 We are challenging the adults of our UU community to 
match the donations of  our youth—IN PENNIES of  course!  So 
check your sofa cushions, pants pockets, and piggy banks and bring in 
those pennies.  The information and water jugs will be located on the 
second floor near the elevator.  Visit www.penniesforpeace.org to learn 
more about the Central Asia Institute.
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CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

www.uuce.org

WINTER FARMERS MARKET

Handbell Concerts - Margot
The Ninth Annual Barrington Area Handbell Concert | Sunday, April 22, 2007 at 7:00PM
Barrington United Methodist church | 98 Algonquin Road, Barrington 
(on the corner of  Route 59 and Algonquin Rd)(you can see the new steeple from I-90)

Hidden within the Atonement Lutheran Handbell Choir is a UU Handbell Director. 
Join us for a night of exhilarating music. This is a free concert. 

JuBellee Festival 2007 | Rockford Christian High School
1401No. Bell School Road | Rockford IL | April 28th, 2007 Concert at 4:30PM
Sponsored by Court Street United Methodist Church in Rockford this concert 
will be presented as a fundraiser for "The Carpenter's Place", a homeless 
shelter in Rockford. This year the Unichords were invited to participate and 
we have been preparing the music all during this church year. Come and enjoy. Cost $5.00.


