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From the introductory session, “Toward a Rich and 
Meaningful Unitarian Universalist Spirituality”, the new Spirit In 
Practice Sunday morning Adult Spirituality program has attracted 
a group of spirited UU seekers. With 25 to 30 in attendance for 
each session the learning is rich, the discussions lively and 
meaningful.  This new program from UUA is facilitated by Kathy 
and Dan Hislip,  Andrea Schmidlin, and Anne Ward each week 
explores spiritual practices. 

The idea of spiritual practices encourages 
individuals to take responsibility for their own 
spiritual development by spending time working on 
it, deliberating on its meaning and how best to 
pursue it, seeking to understand the sacred through 
reading and the counsel of others, and seeking to 
have contact with the sacred through personal 
reflection and prayer. 

Robert Wuthnow, scholar of American 

religious history 

Spirit in Practice was created to help Unitarian 
Universalists develop regular disciplines, or practices, of the 
spirit practices that help them connect with the sacred ground 
of their being, however they understand it. Spirit in Practice 
affirms religious diversity while seeking unity in our communal 
quest for meaning and wholeness. Whether participants follow a 
path they identify as Humanist, Jewish, Christian, Pagan, Theist,  
Atheist, Agnostic, Mystic, and/or any of the other paths we 
follow in our diverse congregations, the Spirit in Practice 
workshops offer a forum for learning, sharing, and growth that 
can enrich their faith journeys. 

In Everyday Spiritual Practice, an anthology of writings 
by Unitarian Universalist clergy and laity about their own 
spiritual practices, the Reverend Scott  Alexander wrote, "In our 
faith every individual is expected, with the help of clergy and 
community, to nurture and tend the garden of his or her own 
religious life each and every day."

Spirit in Practice helps Unitarian Universalists tend that 
garden. It helps our congregations offer support and challenge to 
members along their spiritual paths. It is one way to provide the 
practical support and guidance Unitarian Universalists need for 

spiritual growth to blossom.

In interfaith dialogue, and in 
our spiritually diverse 
congregations, the analogy of a 
mountain is often used there are 
many paths up a mountain. Each 
path has its own plusses and 
minuses. The North Face may be 
faster but also more technically 

challenging; the South Face may meander more easily and 
provide more overlooks. Each will appeal to or repel different 
people. 

One of the things that make our movement unique is 
that we do not insist that everyone take the same route. Rather, 
we encourage people to find the path that most suits them.  
And then we go a step further at our best, we keep gathering 
together to discuss what we've seen and done on our journeys 
thus far. That means that the folks going up the North Face get 
a bit of the flavor of the trip they might have taken, and the 
folks going up the South Face get to vicariously experience a 
different kind of climb than the one they're on. This mutual give-
and-take, in the context of conversation, not conversion, can 
only enrich the experience of all who take part in it, even those 
who are just walking back and forth around the base camp.

The workshops that make up the Spirit in Practice 
series are predicated on three fundamental ideas:

· That the "free and responsible search for truth and 
meaning" that we affirm in our Unitarian Universalist 
principles is a spiritual quest 

· That this search is more effectively and more evocatively 
carried out if we have some training and discipline, not to 
mention some practice, in both senses of the word that 
helps us pay attention to the sacred 

· That there is nothing in our lives that cannot serve as a 
tool for this work 

Drawing on a model developed by the Zen Mountain 
Monastery in Mount Tremper, New York, for the training of its 
students, Spirit in Practice focuses on eight spheres of holistic 
and wholehearted spiritual practices. These eight spheres are:

   ·   Personal spiritual practices     · Communal worship practices 

   · Spiritual partnerships              · Mind practices 

   · Body practices                        · Soul practices 

   ·  Life practices                          ·  Justice practices 

Everyone is welcome to these stand alone ninety minute 
sessions each Sunday morning at 9AM in room 302. 

Remaining sessions in the series:

April 6th - Mind Practices  Andrea Schmidlin & Anne Ward
April 13th - Body Practices  Kathy & Dan Hislip
April 20th - Soul Practices  Andrea Schmidlin & Anne Ward
April 27th - Life Practices  Kathy & Dan Hislip
May 4th - Justice Practices  Andrea Schmidlin & Anne Ward
May 11th - Looking Back and Moving Forward  Kathy &
Dan Hislip, Andrea Schmidlin & Anne Ward, Bob Sandidge

ADULT SPIRITUALITY MINISTRY - SPIRIT IN PRACTICE
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 Thank you, thank you, to all those who 
th contributed to the events recognizing the 20

anniversary of my ministry at this church.  

Time flies when you have a passion for what 

you are doing, and it seems like only 

yesterday that Katherine and I pulled into Elgin 

on that snowy February day.

It has been a good two decades from 

my perspective.  I feel lucky to have landed 

among a congregation that was supportive 

and trusting of someone fresh from seminary.  

I have made my share of mistakes but people have been forgiving 

and we continued on.  I feel very grateful to be a part of the life of 

this church.

Twenty plus years ago I was inspired by the following 

words of Gordon McKeeman. Today, they still resonate with me 

deeply.

    Ministry occurs in places and circumstances likely and unlikely;

    In churches not often enough

    But sometimes in prisons, and hospices, and hospitals

    By cribs and cradles

    In factories, offices, and stores

    In courtrooms and cocktail lounges

    In hovels, mansions,

    At bus stops and diners.

    Wherever there is a meeting that summons us to our 

      whole selves,

    Wherever our lostness is found,

    Our fragments are reunited

    Our wounds begin healing

    And our muscles grow strong for the task

    There is ministry.

I shall continue to strive to do ministry.

From the Minister

Rev. Dan Brosier

$0

$20,000

$40,000

$60,000

$80,000

$100,000

$120,000

$140,000

Member Pledges—2007-2008 Fiscal Year

Budgeted
$125,966

Actual
$119,254

The 2007-2008 budget calls for $137,367 in pledges. 
Eleven months’ worth of  this figure is $125,966. 

Questions? Contact your Finance Coordinator, Alice Macy.

Month of Sundays
April, 2008

6 - Dear Reverend Dan
Periodically I look over the numerous letters I imagine 

I receive asking my advice on profound religious 

questions.  In this service I will share with you some of 

those letters and my responses.  Service led by the 

Rev. Dan Brosier.

13 - Greening Our Lives
Five years ago we became a Green Sanctuary 

congregation.  It is probably time to look at how we 

are doing in our pledge live sustainably.  Service led 

by the Rev. Dan Brosier.

20 - The Complexity of Evil
So many of us want things black and white for that 

seems to feel safer than grey.  This is especially the 

case with evil.  Unfortunately . . . . . .  Service led by 

the Rev. Dan Brosier.

27 - The First Amendment
UUCE High School youth lead a service exploring The 

First Amendment. Join them for some interesting 

perspectives and dialogue!  Service led by UUCE 

High School youth.

Services 10:45 A.M. 
 Fellowship & Coffee Following

Childcare Available

UUCE Calendar
April

Lighting this chalice, we 
invoke the presence of Love in 
our hearts, to share it today 
among us and then spread it to 
the world. 

Therefore, let nobody feel a stranger in this 
circle and may all feel welcome.
    —the Sociedad Unitaria Universalista de España

 847.888.0668

PAY PLEDGE ON LINE
Most banks offer an online payment service through which their 

customers can schedule payments to cover their financial 

obligations.  This is very useful when one wants to make regular 

payments of a set amount—as pledge payments to this church 

usually are.  A number of church members already use such a 

service to make their pledge contributions.  This is beneficial to the 

church as it provides a steady stream of income.  The Finance 

Committee encourages all members to consider paying their 

pledges in this manner.  For information about an online payment 

service, contact your bank.

Wednesday 2nd
       7:00 PM - Committee on the Ministry

 7:00 PM - Villa Street Rehearsal - Sanctuary
       7:00 PM - Barn Bells

Thursday 3rd
7:00 PM - Finance Commitee
7:30 PM - UUCE Choir Practice - Sanctuary

Friday - 4th
6:30 PM - Women Cooking for Women - F.H.

SUNDAY 6th - FOOD PANTRY SUNDAY
  9:00 AM - Bells
  9:00 AM - Adult Spirituality - Spirit In Practice - 302

        9:30 AM - Worship Committee
10:45 AM - Chalice Circle

      10:45 AM - Worship Service
12:00 PM - RE Council Birthday Potluck
  4:00 PM - Angelic Organics Board Meeting - Rental

Tuesday 8th - Covenant Group - off site

Wednesday 9th
       7:00 PM - RE Council Meeting

7:00 PM - Villa Street Rehearsal - Sanctuary
7:00 PM - Spiritual Inquiry Covenant Group - 301

       7:00 PM - Barn Bells

Saturday 12th   
4:30 PM - Youth Group Dinner/Jazz Concert 

       
SUNDAY 13th 
        9:00 AM - Bells

 9:00 AM - Adult Spirituality - Spirit In Practice - 302
      10:45 AM - Worship Service 
      12:30 PM - Landscape Team Meeting - 301
           
Wednesday 16th 
         6:00 PM - Eat and Meet - F.H.
         7:00 PM - Movies That Matter - Sanctuary
         7:00 PM - Board Meeting

  7:00 PM - Barn Bells
  7:00 PM - Pagan Unity Monthly Meeting - 301

Thursday 17th 
  7:00 PM - Board Meeting - FH
  7:30 PM - UUCE Choir Practice - Sanctuary

Friday 18th - OWL Overnighter - whole building

Saturday 19th - Rockford Bells Festival 
OWL Overnighter 

SUNDAY 20th - Bells Ring for Service
   9:00 AM - Bells
        9:00 AM - Adult Spirituality - Spirit In Practice - 302
      10:45 AM - Worship Service
                             Barn Bells & Unichords Ring 

12:30 PM - Green Sanctuary Meeting - Bell Room
12:30 PM - Boston Bound Meeting - 301

Tuesday 22nd - Covenant Group - Off Site

Wednesday 23rd
   7:00 PM - Women’s Spirituality - 301

         7:00 PM - Spiritual Inquiry Covenant Group - 302
   7:00 PM - Villa Street Rehearsal - Sanctuary

Saturday 26th
   8:00 AM - UUCE Vision Café - F.H.

SUNDAY 27th 
                      - NO Bells

 9:00 AM - Adult Spirituality - Spirit In Practice - 302
      10:45 AM - Worship Service 

Wednesday 30th
  7:00 PM - Villa Street Rehearsals - Sanctuary

APRIL UNICHORD NEWS DUE
Newsletter@uuce.org

MOVIES THAT MATTERMOVIES THAT MATTER
April  16th - 7PM - Open to All

TIBET - CRY OF THE SNOW LIONTIBET - CRY OF THE SNOW LION
Discussion Following

From this poignant film, we learn how Richard Nixon, Henry Kissinger and their 

corporate socialist sponsors betrayed the Tibetan people's struggle for 

freedom. But how could it be otherwise, as Tibetan culture represents the 

opposite of the Hegelian mind control and conformity that has seized our 

planet. As the journalist Jon Rappoport has written: 'The one society on planet 

Earth which has made a monumental effort to thr ow off this level of 

programming is TIBET. It is no accident that China, which has adopted a 

philosophy of Materialism, has striven to erase Tibet from the landscape and 

the memory of the human race'.

But even more poignant are the Tibetan holocaust deniers on board. I once 

thought all holocaust deniers lived in Germany and Japan! The Tibetan 

holocaust deniers need to understand that not only the Tibetans are suf fering 

from the Communist government of China, but the Chinese people themselves. 

The eighty million Chinese who died under the Communists is no less tragic 

than 1.2 million Tibetans who died. And whatever America or any other country 

did in the past doesn't justify what's happening now. 

And the film doesn't describe a 'Chinese' problem, but a human problem that 

concerns us all, regardless of our age, ethnic origin, gender or faith. This is not 

a 'Hate China' film or white racialist propaganda of any kind, as some 

reviewers would have you believe. In fact, it's very sympathetic to the plight of 

the Chinese, who are just as trapped as the Tibetans.
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Women Cooking For Women
Join us (women, 13 and older) 

thon Friday, April 4 , for the next Women 
Cooking for Women dinner and 
discussion.  We will share a potluck dinner 
together, and then hear a speaker from The 
Organization of Islamic Speakers.  The suggested donations are $5 if 
you bring a dish to share, and $10 if you don't.  

The Organization of Islamic Speakers, Midwest, has a mission 

to:  “promote religious freedom through the First Amendment, and 

contribute to the understanding of the world religions and their 

contributions to human history.” ( )  The presentation 

is entitled, “Women in Islam.”  This will be a great prelude to our book 

discussion in May when we will be discussing Kabul Beauty School, 

about Islamic women in Afghanistan.

Doors open at 6:30 p.m.  Food should be ready to be served 

by 7:00 p.m. & the speaker will start about 7:45 p.m.  Friends and 

family members are welcome to attend. There is no sign-up or 

membership required. Just come!   See Laurie Kiesewetter or Andrea 
ndSchmidlin  if you have questions. Please join us May 2  for the next 

WCFW dinner/discussion!

 

PAGAN UNITY MONTHLY MEETINGS
Pagan Unity will have a monthly meeting Wednesday, 

April 16th  from 7 to 9 p.m. Room 301. Please remember to sign 
up for childcare, if needed. Pagan Unity is a group that works to 
plan and present the study and practice of Pagan spiritualities; 
encourage theological inquiry into the contemporary Pagan 
resurgence; enrich and strengthen the religious pluralism of 
Unitarian Universalism and the larger society.  Interested in 
joining us?  Please contact Joy Shores.

~

 

Women's Spirituality Group Makes Prayer Beads
The Women's Spirituality Group's April meeting will be 

on Wednesday April 23 at 7PM in room 301. We will be 
discussing "A Unitarian Universalist Prayer Bead Practice" and 
making our own prayer beads. This is adapted from the Spirit in 
Practice Adult Spirituality curriculum. The practice draws upon the 
prayer practices of a number of religious traditions and seeks to 
put together a pattern of prayer that you can tailor to your own 
needs and understandings. This practice uses the image of a 
journey, one form of prayer moving into the next. Participants are 
asked to bring 15 small beads, four medium sized beads, and 
one large bead that can be made into a bracelet. For questions 
contact Day Waterman or Andrea Schmidlin.

~

NOTE NEW DATE FOR MOVIES THAT MATTER

THIRD WEDNESDAY EACH MONTH

7pm Sanctuary

Big Screen - Big Sound - Big Discussion

www.oismidwest.org

~

News & Announcements

Religious Education

    

      Thanks to everyone who brought in 

candy and trinkets for our Easter egg 

hunt last month! The young people had a 

great time—some of them even got to 

help hide eggs for other classes.

      Our Heifer International Fundraiser raised about $180. At 

our April Chalice Circle, we will announce which animals won 

the vote for purchase, and we will announce it in the order of 

service. Thanks to all the families who participated in the 

program. It will make a difference!

     This month, the Religious Education Council will hold its 

Annual Birthday Potluck on April 6 after the service. Bring a 

dish to share (not desserts though!). Drinks and cake will be 

provided, along with some games. This is a great event for all 

ages- not just those with kids!

rd th     On April 13, the 3 -5  class and parents will be going to 

The Centre in Elgin for swimming. The cost for kids is $6, $7 for 

non-residents of Elgin, and $7 for adults, $8 for non-residents. 

We will meet at the pool at 1pm. 

     We end the month with our high school youth leading the 

worship service on April 27. The topic is the First Amendment. 

I'm sure they will have a lot to say about this! Come and 

participate in the dialog!

                 In Faith, Kathy Underwood

Kathy Underwood
Director of

 Religious Education

  

UUCE hosted its third Winter Farmers Market on 

Sunday, March 16th. Nineteen farmer vendors were represented! 

Products offered included fresh Illinois-grown greens (!), cheese, 

herbs, vinegar, olive oil, wool products, angora products, tilapia, 

natural meats, sorghum, honey, soap, natural beauty products, 

baked goods, and more. 

By hosting farmers markets, we are connecting area producers 

with people who want to live more healthfully and sustainably. The 

market was a Harvest of Hope benefit for farm families in crisis, 

organized through Churches' Center for Land and People.

AquaRanch, Flanagan, IL, www.aquaranch.com - Arnold Farm, Elizabeth, 

IL, www.arnoldsfarm.com - Dennanne Farms, Elgin, IL - Erehwon Farm, 

Elburn, IL, www.erehwonfarm.com - Fraternite Notre Dame, Chicago, IL, 

www.fraternitenotredame.org and www.strogerabbey.org - Happy 

Hoppers, Kaneville, IL - Herbally Yours, Western Springs, IL - Kinkoona 

Farm, Brodhead, WI, www.baabaashop.com - 

Robin sold products on behalf of: Heritage Prairie Market, Elburn, IL, 

www.hpmfarm.com - Ropp Jersey Cheese, Normal, IL, 

www.roppcheese.com - Scotch Hill Farm, Brodhead, WI, 

www.scotchhillfarm.com - Ted's Organic Grains, DeKalb, IL, 

www.tedsorganicgrains.com - Kimmet Croft Fibers, Wisconsin Rapids, WI 

- River Valley Ranch, Burlington, WI, www.shroomskitchen.com - Seedling 

Fruit, South Haven, MI, www.seedling - Wittgreve's Rolling Meadows 

Sorghum Mill, Elkhart Lake, WI - American Friends Service Committee 

(AFSC), Chicago, IL, www.afsc.org -  (Palestinian olive oil) Chico Bags, 

www.chicobag.com - UUCE Fair Trade Coffees, Teas, & Chocolates

                                     - The Green Sanctuary Committee

 847.888.0668

Traveling Green 

As you begin to make summer vacation travel plans, 

check out these tips for an eco-friendly trip. 

• Stay at a green hotel. Many eco-conscious hotels put 

soap and shampoo in shower-mounted dispensers, 

eliminating plastic bottle waste, and will change your linens 

less frequently at your request, saving about 5% on utilities. 

Check out greenhotels.com for a member list of the Green 

Hotels Association. 

• Go green when you rent a car. By renting a hybrid, 

your trip will create less pollution (and save you money on 

gas. 

• Buy carbon offsets for your travel. You give money 

to organizations such as Carbonfund.org and TerraPass.com, 

and they invest it in "clean energy" projects. You can "offset" 

up to about 6,000 miles on an airplane at TerraPass.com for 

just $9.95.   from USA WEEKEND 

~

Boston Bound
            All youth who will be in grades 6-8 next year and 

their parents/guardians are invited to an informational 

meeting about a trip to Boston next summer. We will meet 

April 20 at 12:30pm in Room 301. See Kathy Underwood 

for more details.

~

UNICHORDS RING ROCKFORD
Once again the Unichords will be attending the JuBellee 

Handbell Festival in Rockford. The date is April 19th - 

concert at 5PM - cost $5.00 at the door $4.00 in 

advance. Proceeds will benefit Love, Inc., an 

organization that handles phone calls from people in 

need. Handbell choirs from all over the area will join 

together under the direction of David Weck to present a 

program of massed handbell ringing. The Unichords 

hope to be one of the choirs chosen to perform a solo 

piece. The festival and concert is held at The Rockford 

Christian High School, 1401 N. Bell School Road, 

Rockford, IL 61107. We will be watching for some 

familiar faces in the audience.  Margot Cusimano

This Month in Religious Education

thApril 6 Chalice Circle  preschool through 8  grade  Room 302

High School: Brunch at a local restaurant 

April 13    Preschool: “My World Has Light”
nd   K-2 : “Saint Francis”

rd th3 -5 : “Samson and Delilah”
th th6 -8 : “Wicca and the Role of Magick”

High School: Preparing for their service

April 20    Preschool: “My World Has Trees”
nd   K-2 : “Pesach”

rd th3 -5 : “David and Goliath”
th th6 -8 : “Witches Condemned”

High School: Preparing for their service

April 27    Preschool: “My World Has Flowers”
nd   K-2 : “Yom ha-Atzmaut”

rd th3 -5 : “Jonah and the Large Fish”
th th6 -8 : Youth will remain in the service

High School: Leading the Worship Service

Green Corner

BulletinBoard@uuce.org
The purpose of the Community Bulletin Board E-list is to provide 

members and friends*  with a means to communicate information 

about:

·  Items they wish to give away or sell

·  Things they are looking to buy or borrow

·  Employment opportunities or needs

·  Requests for assistance with social justice activities 

    they are involved in

· Requests for advice/recommendations about companies 

   or contractors they might hire to do some type of work.

*A friend of the church is someone who participates in church worship 
and activities and makes an annual financial contribution of record.

This list is not to be used as a discussion forum or as a vehicle for 

partisan activities. Participants agree not to post any abusive, obscene, 

vulgar, slanderous, hateful, threatening, sexually oriented or any 

material that may violate any applicable laws. Doing so may lead to 

being banned from the list.  The Executive Team will monitor the list.
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Women Cooking For Women
Join us (women, 13 and older) 

thon Friday, April 4 , for the next Women 
Cooking for Women dinner and 
discussion.  We will share a potluck dinner 
together, and then hear a speaker from The 
Organization of Islamic Speakers.  The suggested donations are $5 if 
you bring a dish to share, and $10 if you don't.  

The Organization of Islamic Speakers, Midwest, has a mission 

to:  “promote religious freedom through the First Amendment, and 

contribute to the understanding of the world religions and their 

contributions to human history.” ( )  The presentation 

is entitled, “Women in Islam.”  This will be a great prelude to our book 

discussion in May when we will be discussing Kabul Beauty School, 

about Islamic women in Afghanistan.

Doors open at 6:30 p.m.  Food should be ready to be served 

by 7:00 p.m. & the speaker will start about 7:45 p.m.  Friends and 

family members are welcome to attend. There is no sign-up or 

membership required. Just come!   See Laurie Kiesewetter or Andrea 
ndSchmidlin  if you have questions. Please join us May 2  for the next 

WCFW dinner/discussion!

 

PAGAN UNITY MONTHLY MEETINGS
Pagan Unity will have a monthly meeting Wednesday, 

April 16th  from 7 to 9 p.m. Room 301. Please remember to sign 
up for childcare, if needed. Pagan Unity is a group that works to 
plan and present the study and practice of Pagan spiritualities; 
encourage theological inquiry into the contemporary Pagan 
resurgence; enrich and strengthen the religious pluralism of 
Unitarian Universalism and the larger society.  Interested in 
joining us?  Please contact Joy Shores.

~

 

Women's Spirituality Group Makes Prayer Beads
The Women's Spirituality Group's April meeting will be 

on Wednesday April 23 at 7PM in room 301. We will be 
discussing "A Unitarian Universalist Prayer Bead Practice" and 
making our own prayer beads. This is adapted from the Spirit in 
Practice Adult Spirituality curriculum. The practice draws upon the 
prayer practices of a number of religious traditions and seeks to 
put together a pattern of prayer that you can tailor to your own 
needs and understandings. This practice uses the image of a 
journey, one form of prayer moving into the next. Participants are 
asked to bring 15 small beads, four medium sized beads, and 
one large bead that can be made into a bracelet. For questions 
contact Day Waterman or Andrea Schmidlin.

~

NOTE NEW DATE FOR MOVIES THAT MATTER

THIRD WEDNESDAY EACH MONTH

7pm Sanctuary

Big Screen - Big Sound - Big Discussion

www.oismidwest.org

~

News & Announcements

Religious Education

    

      Thanks to everyone who brought in 

candy and trinkets for our Easter egg 

hunt last month! The young people had a 

great time—some of them even got to 

help hide eggs for other classes.

      Our Heifer International Fundraiser raised about $180. At 

our April Chalice Circle, we will announce which animals won 

the vote for purchase, and we will announce it in the order of 

service. Thanks to all the families who participated in the 

program. It will make a difference!

     This month, the Religious Education Council will hold its 

Annual Birthday Potluck on April 6 after the service. Bring a 

dish to share (not desserts though!). Drinks and cake will be 

provided, along with some games. This is a great event for all 

ages- not just those with kids!

rd th     On April 13, the 3 -5  class and parents will be going to 

The Centre in Elgin for swimming. The cost for kids is $6, $7 for 

non-residents of Elgin, and $7 for adults, $8 for non-residents. 

We will meet at the pool at 1pm. 

     We end the month with our high school youth leading the 

worship service on April 27. The topic is the First Amendment. 

I'm sure they will have a lot to say about this! Come and 

participate in the dialog!

                 In Faith, Kathy Underwood

Kathy Underwood
Director of

 Religious Education

  

UUCE hosted its third Winter Farmers Market on 

Sunday, March 16th. Nineteen farmer vendors were represented! 

Products offered included fresh Illinois-grown greens (!), cheese, 

herbs, vinegar, olive oil, wool products, angora products, tilapia, 

natural meats, sorghum, honey, soap, natural beauty products, 

baked goods, and more. 

By hosting farmers markets, we are connecting area producers 

with people who want to live more healthfully and sustainably. The 

market was a Harvest of Hope benefit for farm families in crisis, 

organized through Churches' Center for Land and People.

AquaRanch, Flanagan, IL, www.aquaranch.com - Arnold Farm, Elizabeth, 

IL, www.arnoldsfarm.com - Dennanne Farms, Elgin, IL - Erehwon Farm, 

Elburn, IL, www.erehwonfarm.com - Fraternite Notre Dame, Chicago, IL, 

www.fraternitenotredame.org and www.strogerabbey.org - Happy 

Hoppers, Kaneville, IL - Herbally Yours, Western Springs, IL - Kinkoona 

Farm, Brodhead, WI, www.baabaashop.com - 

Robin sold products on behalf of: Heritage Prairie Market, Elburn, IL, 

www.hpmfarm.com - Ropp Jersey Cheese, Normal, IL, 

www.roppcheese.com - Scotch Hill Farm, Brodhead, WI, 

www.scotchhillfarm.com - Ted's Organic Grains, DeKalb, IL, 

www.tedsorganicgrains.com - Kimmet Croft Fibers, Wisconsin Rapids, WI 

- River Valley Ranch, Burlington, WI, www.shroomskitchen.com - Seedling 

Fruit, South Haven, MI, www.seedling - Wittgreve's Rolling Meadows 

Sorghum Mill, Elkhart Lake, WI - American Friends Service Committee 

(AFSC), Chicago, IL, www.afsc.org -  (Palestinian olive oil) Chico Bags, 

www.chicobag.com - UUCE Fair Trade Coffees, Teas, & Chocolates

                                     - The Green Sanctuary Committee

 847.888.0668

Traveling Green 

As you begin to make summer vacation travel plans, 

check out these tips for an eco-friendly trip. 

• Stay at a green hotel. Many eco-conscious hotels put 

soap and shampoo in shower-mounted dispensers, 

eliminating plastic bottle waste, and will change your linens 

less frequently at your request, saving about 5% on utilities. 

Check out greenhotels.com for a member list of the Green 

Hotels Association. 

• Go green when you rent a car. By renting a hybrid, 

your trip will create less pollution (and save you money on 

gas. 

• Buy carbon offsets for your travel. You give money 

to organizations such as Carbonfund.org and TerraPass.com, 

and they invest it in "clean energy" projects. You can "offset" 

up to about 6,000 miles on an airplane at TerraPass.com for 

just $9.95.   from USA WEEKEND 

~

Boston Bound
            All youth who will be in grades 6-8 next year and 

their parents/guardians are invited to an informational 

meeting about a trip to Boston next summer. We will meet 

April 20 at 12:30pm in Room 301. See Kathy Underwood 

for more details.

~

UNICHORDS RING ROCKFORD
Once again the Unichords will be attending the JuBellee 

Handbell Festival in Rockford. The date is April 19th - 

concert at 5PM - cost $5.00 at the door $4.00 in 

advance. Proceeds will benefit Love, Inc., an 

organization that handles phone calls from people in 

need. Handbell choirs from all over the area will join 

together under the direction of David Weck to present a 

program of massed handbell ringing. The Unichords 

hope to be one of the choirs chosen to perform a solo 

piece. The festival and concert is held at The Rockford 

Christian High School, 1401 N. Bell School Road, 

Rockford, IL 61107. We will be watching for some 

familiar faces in the audience.  Margot Cusimano

This Month in Religious Education

thApril 6 Chalice Circle  preschool through 8  grade  Room 302

High School: Brunch at a local restaurant 

April 13    Preschool: “My World Has Light”
nd   K-2 : “Saint Francis”

rd th3 -5 : “Samson and Delilah”
th th6 -8 : “Wicca and the Role of Magick”

High School: Preparing for their service

April 20    Preschool: “My World Has Trees”
nd   K-2 : “Pesach”

rd th3 -5 : “David and Goliath”
th th6 -8 : “Witches Condemned”

High School: Preparing for their service

April 27    Preschool: “My World Has Flowers”
nd   K-2 : “Yom ha-Atzmaut”

rd th3 -5 : “Jonah and the Large Fish”
th th6 -8 : Youth will remain in the service

High School: Leading the Worship Service

Green Corner

BulletinBoard@uuce.org
The purpose of the Community Bulletin Board E-list is to provide 

members and friends*  with a means to communicate information 

about:

·  Items they wish to give away or sell

·  Things they are looking to buy or borrow

·  Employment opportunities or needs

·  Requests for assistance with social justice activities 

    they are involved in

· Requests for advice/recommendations about companies 

   or contractors they might hire to do some type of work.

*A friend of the church is someone who participates in church worship 
and activities and makes an annual financial contribution of record.

This list is not to be used as a discussion forum or as a vehicle for 

partisan activities. Participants agree not to post any abusive, obscene, 

vulgar, slanderous, hateful, threatening, sexually oriented or any 

material that may violate any applicable laws. Doing so may lead to 

being banned from the list.  The Executive Team will monitor the list.



BOOK GROUP
You are warmly invited to join the members of the Book Group at 

any of their upcoming meetings, which begin at 7:00 p.m.  

PLEASE NOTE CHANGES:

            
      May 2 - "Kabul Beauty School” by Deborah Rodriguez

                      - Joint meeting with Women Cooking for Women

                         7 PM at the church

     June 27 - "The Whole World Over" by Julia Glass

                      - Home of Dorothy Carringi

     July 25 - “The Audacity of Hope” by Barack Obama

                      - Location to be announced
~

WHAT THE FOOD PANTRY NEEDS   
Anticipating the end of the school year and the children 

being home for lunch, the Pantry needs to get a good supply of 

peanut butter and jelly on their shelves. The staff also indicated 

that they need just about everything. Try to bring your donations 

on our Pantry Sunday, April 6, but as always, your donations are 

welcome any time during the month. 
~
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Sharing the Plate April

During each Sunday service we pass the baskets to collect an 

offering.  Half the non-pledged cash donations collected over a 

month through these offerings are given to a charitable 

organization. In the month of April that organization is the 

Central Asia Institute that promotes and provides community-

based education and literacy programs, especially for girls, in 

remote mountain regions of Central Asia.   If you wish to write a 

check to support the program make it out to the UUCE and write 

“Share the Plate” on the memo line.

~

CENTRAL ASIA INSTITUTE 
During the month of April Share The Plate monies will go to the 

Central Asia Institute. You may be asking what is the Central Asia 

Institute and why would we be sending it money? Around this time last 

year our children and youth collected change in the big jug at the top of 

the stairwell as part of the Pennies for Peace campaign. That money went 

to the Central Asia Institute. Women Cooking For Women and the UUCE 

Book Group joined together to read and discuss THREE CUPS OF TEA: 

ONE MAN'S MISSION TO PROMOTE PEACE . . . ONE SCHOOL AT A 

TIME by Greg Mortenson, the founder of the Central Asia Institute. The 

money collected at that meeting went to CAI. We have history with the 

Central Asia Institute. As to what the Institute is all about: promoting and 

providing community-based education, especially for girls, in remote 

mountain regions of Pakistan and Afghanistan. For more information on 

CAI, please check out the Social Justice table in the Fellowship Hall for 

the Bozeman Chronicle publication entitled Journey of Hope which 

documents the work of Greg Mortenson and the CAI or go to 

www.ikat.org. 

The way Share The Plate works is really quite simple. Half of 

the undesignated/loose money collected at the Sunday morning services 

during the month of April will be sent to the Central Asia Institute to help 

them in their work in Pakistan and Afghanistan. What a difference we 

can make half way around the world by sharing our loose change!  

1 Daniel Hislip

3 Tanya Kindlon

5 Sheena John

6 Katherine Lucas

6 Bob Bedard 

7 Andrew Russel III

9 Mark Larson

11 Mitch King 

14 Donna Askins

14 Dan Brosier

14 Ava Seiberlich
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NEW SOCIAL JUSTICE PROGRAMMING AT UUCE
As many of you know, we held a Social Justice 

Empowerment Workshop a few weeks ago. We are ready to 

move forward with implementation of our Social Justice Program. 

The goals of the programs are

· to expand the sense of "we" 

· to have the church be more identified with social justice 

· to offer the membership a chance to feel like they are 

doing something significant 

· to promote more peace and justice in the world.

The next step in establishing an effective Social Justice 

Program is to form a Social Justice Council, which will support, 

oversee and coordinate the Social Justice Programming. The 

Social Justice coordinator will chair the Council and the minister 

will serve as a consulting member. Members of the Council 

should have a passion for social justice, be willing to initially 

meet once a month and quarterly on an ongoing basis, have an 

interest in administering the Social Justice Program, and be a 

member of the church. 

If you think you might be interested in becoming a 

member of the Social Justice Council, or for more information, 

please contact Andrea Schmidlin.

~

WE DID IT AGAIN! 
We have fully funded our second Village Bank, and all 

we have to do is decide where we want this bank to be located. 

On the Social Justice table in the Fellowship Hall is a folder with 

information on all the countries in which FINCA (the organization 

through which we sponsor the Village Bank) has offices. Please 

take some time to look through the folder and vote for the country 

of your choice. We will tally the votes at the end of the month. 

The countries that are designated countries of greatest need are 

Haiti, Malawi and Tajikistan. If we choose one of these countries, 

we receive an orientation packet with information on the bank 

and some of the clients. FINCA only furnishes this information for 

countries of greatest need, so we can establish a bank in any 

country but we will not receive detailed information on our bank. 

Please spend a little time looking over the information 

and talking to people about where we want our next bank. 

Remember to vote on the tally sheet in the front of the folder. You 

have until the last day in April for your voice to be heard and 

your vote counted. If you want more information about the 

program or the individual countries, please go to 

www.villagebanking.org 

~

Spring Is Here!
Anyone who likes digging in dirt, planting flowers, spreading 

mulch, or planning future uses of our church grounds is invited to 

the Landscape Team's Spring Planning on April 13 at 12:30pm 

in Room 301. Questions? See Kathy Underwood.

Lydia Larrabee
Board President

President’s Reflections

Kudos to: Vickie Kilgore for 

coordinating the Heifer Project; 

Dan Brosier, Greg Ward for 
chaperoning the OWL sleepover;  

Jessica Frost and  Todd Underwood 
th thfor chaperoning the 6 -8  

synagogue visit; all who helped 

with the Easter egg hunt; to all who participated 

in the Social Justice Empowerment Workshop. We 
had a wonderful blend of people in attendance, 
and I think we all learned something about 
ourselves and our church community . Look for 
more information on the next steps in our Social 
Justice programming in the coming days and 
weeks. -Andrea Schmidlin, Social Justice 
Coordinator

Ways to Be in Touch
Church Office            847.888.0668

Web site            www.uuce.org

Podcast                          uuce.libsyn.com

Schedule an event          uuce.org/event-scheduling.html

Newsletter submissions      newsletter@uuce.org

Board President:   Lydia Larrabee           

Unichord Editor:   Bob Sandidge        
                                Newsletter@uuce.org   847.658.9273 

Due Dates

Order of Service                                   Wednesday PM

UNICHORD NEWS DUE                           Third Sunday

April Birthdays
15 Brianna Bedard 

15 Reve Rogers-Bottino 

17 Bob Hamill

18 Charmaine Hamill

19 Margot Cusimano

20 Ron Williams

20 Kim Cecil

23 Nicki Ridley

24 Chris Laux

27 Karen Leyba

29 Emily Webster 
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So, now it is spring, by 

calendar if not by weather.  I am 

always conscious of the season, as 

you may have noted in my columns. 

I think this was everyone's experience 100 years ago, but it 

was not always mine when I spent most of my time in offices.  

Fortunately I do not do that as much right now so that I can be 

outside more every day. I now cannot imagine giving that up.  

The “chirping” of frogs in the evenings at Church is a delight 

to me, as are the birds and balmy winds when they show up.

On another note, I want to share a favorite affirmation that I 

found in the book Life Prayers.  It was one created by the 

Terma Collective, a group of artists and writers.  I like to use 

this as an opening at meetings but it is one that is appropriate 

every day. 

May my feet rest firmly on the ground

May my head touch the sky

May I see clearly

May I have the capacity to listen

May I be free to touch

May my words be true

May my heart and mind be open

May my hands be empty to fill the need

May my arms be open to others

May my gifts be revealed to me

So I may return that which has been given 

Completing the great circle.

The Terma Collective

Life Prayers, 

Elizabeth Roberts & Elias Amidon, Ed.  p. 9

This spring, I wish for us all to find our gifts and to contribute 

to the world and  all of our communities. We all need it for 

ourselves and from each other.  

In peace, 

                   Lydia
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~
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Empowerment Workshop a few weeks ago. We are ready to 

move forward with implementation of our Social Justice Program. 
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you may have noted in my columns. 
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outside more every day. I now cannot imagine giving that up.  

The “chirping” of frogs in the evenings at Church is a delight 

to me, as are the birds and balmy winds when they show up.

On another note, I want to share a favorite affirmation that I 

found in the book Life Prayers.  It was one created by the 

Terma Collective, a group of artists and writers.  I like to use 

this as an opening at meetings but it is one that is appropriate 
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May my words be true
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May my arms be open to others

May my gifts be revealed to me

So I may return that which has been given 
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The Terma Collective

Life Prayers, 

Elizabeth Roberts & Elias Amidon, Ed.  p. 9

This spring, I wish for us all to find our gifts and to contribute 

to the world and  all of our communities. We all need it for 

ourselves and from each other.  
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The Unitarian Universalist Church of Elgin
P.O. Box 1032
Elgin, IL 60121 (847) 888-0668

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED
www.uuce.org

UUCE 6th-8th grade visit Congregation Kneseth Israel in Elgin on Sunday, March 2. 

Ron Raben, Director of Education, right back row , spent more than an hour 
introducing UUCE youth to the basics of the Jewish faith.


