Unitarian Universalist Church of Elgin
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Values and Visions

On Sunday, April 1 after a rousing sermon by Dan
Brosier about the importance of having a vision—a Big Dream,
we started the process of visioning for our church. We asked you
to tell us what you value and to give us your vision for the future
of the Unitarian Universalist Church of Elgin.

Four big themes emerged: Representation of UU ideals,
spirituality, fellowship and community, and social action and
justice. Here is some of what is currently valued about UUCE:

“This church is the answer to a long religious search. |
spent a long time ‘editing’ religious practices. Here I'm
comfortable and have no need to ‘edit’ anymore.”

“I value the peace in the surroundings—nbuilding and
grounds.”

“A place where my children can think for themselves and
not feel excluded by those thoughts.”

“This is a place where | come to know most people by
name and know what's important to them—what's in their hearts.
I will know how to support them and we will help each other not
to burnout.”

“Everyone knows this place. We have a reputation for
open pursuit of peace and justice where anyone can come if they
are seeking it.”

Here are some of the thoughts around Vision and the
future:

“Opportunities galore for activism. A lot of outreach -
social action which is intergenerational—youth, adults working
together.”

“Youth programs that ensure our liberal religious beliefs
will continue to be accessible to each new generation.”

“A group able to take collective action to promote their
values in the world.”

“More opportunities and outreach for families.”

“We need to branch out more into direct community
service. Putting our words into action. Hands on feeding the
hungry, poor, broken-hearted and helpless.”

“A place for new people to come and explore religious
freedom. They are greeted warmly and welcomed like family. My
BIG DREAM is to make sure that we have the same kind of
warmness/acceptance that we have today.”

The Vision-Mission Task Force continues its work
through May gathering information that, over the summer, will be
crafted into statements of Vision and Mission that reflect the
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Tending the Flame-Funding
Our Faith -- Final Canvass Update

Thanks to all of the members and friends of UUCE
who pledged to support the Unitarian Universalist Church of
Elgin, the 2007 Tending the Flame—Funding Our Faith
Canvass was quite successful! As of April 15, we had a total of
$145,022 pledged to support UUCE for the coming year.
Although this amount is short of our canvass goal of $166,000,
it is the most ever pledged to our church and a 6% increase
from last year!

In addition, responses to the three canvass questions
have been compiled and forwarded to the Executive Team and
the Board of Trustees. Here are the most common responses:

What are your “joys” about UUCE?
- the people of our community
- our minister and his stimulating sermons
- the music
- RE for children and adults and the youth group
- our shared values

What are your “concerns” about UUCE?

- the physical upkeep of our building and lack of
adequate parking

- the financial health of UUCE

- lack of diversity in membership

- growth in membership and its effect on our community

- “Joys and Concerns” are sometimes too long
and detailed;s need to be more concise

Are there other social action programs you would like
to see at UUCE?

- more efforts for local social needs

(ie. Habitat for Humanity, PADS, Meals-on-Wheels)

- increased activism concerning Iraq War

- men's service group to help with charities

- adult RE programs offered to the general public

- get more people involved in existing programs

- create a web page for social action

Thanks again to all of the canvassers who volunteered their time
to discuss your pledge and ask your feelings about UUCE. |
also want to give a big thanks to our Canvass Committee who
worked diligently to coordinate the canvass: Paul Anderson,
Tim Davis, Bob Jackson, Alice Macy, Linda Rodda, Carol
Schoengart, and Rusty Winchel.

And finally, thank you all for your generous support of UUCE!

- Joe Masonick
Canvass Committee Member

UUCE Annual Meeting May 6th




From the Minister

Katherine and the kids were in on it
together. They wanted a dog. | had resisted for
years. Around such a decision, though, either
parent has veto power. | dug in my heels and
said “no” in a way that ended all discussion—
at least for awhile.

Rev. Dan Brosier

Last December, for reasons | cannot now recall, | gave in
and agreed that we could have a family canine. Almost immediately
I regretted the decision as I considered all the limits, responsibility
and cost that this would impose. In an attempt to delay the whole
thing (and thus allow the issue to be forgotten), I put on some
preconditions that needed to be met and erected some hoops that
needed to be jumped through. Alas, these only got three-quarters of
the family more excited. Finally as the day drew near when the
search of the local animal shelters would begin, I pulled out my ace.
I sat down with my children and told them that if they give up the
idea of having a dog, we will take a family trip to some place like
Jamaica or Disney World. Irresistible I thought. A bit pricey perhaps,
but probably cheaper in the long run. By the hesitation | saw on
their faces | thought I had them. They asked for time to think about
it.

The next day, without any sense of regret both Emma and
Sam said “no” to the vacation. They wanted a dog. “If we choose
the vacation,” one of them said, “when it is over we won't have
anything. But if we choose the dog we will have a friend for a long
time.” They chose relationship.

You know after hearing their decision | was proud of them.
Right then and there | felt better about the whole idea. Their
argument prevailed. Lucki is now a part of the family and we all are
experiencing the joys and responsibilities of being owned by a dog.

Do

Member Pledges—2006-2007 Fiscal Year
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$120,000
$100,000
$80,000
$60,000
$40,000
$20,000

g ,750 in pledges.
Twelve months’ worth of this figure is $128,750.
Questions? Contact your Finance Coordinator, Alice Macy.

2 (847)888-0668

Month of Sundays

6 Finding Meaning

It helps, as we face the challenges of life,
to have a sense of what it is all about, to
have something that allows us to make
meaning. Service led by the ReDan
Brosier.

13 My Mother

Perhaps the best way of understanding
someone is through their stories. In this
service we will hear stories about how our
mothers touched our lives. Service led by
the Rev Dan Brosier.

20 Seeing Life In Its Wholeness

The great powers that underlie our
existence both give life and take it away
Many of the oldest faiths have goddesses
who represent the forces of creation,
preservation, and destruction in the same
being. In this image there is a message
about coming to terms with the wholeness
of life. Service led by the RevDan Brosier.

27 Art of the Soul

We will culminate our month long art
exhibit with presentations by church
members ony Dean, Susan Goldberg, and
Emily Waldron. Each will share with us a
bit about how their art form is a method

of self expression and spiritual gain.
Service led by Greg Ward and Elise C. ll.

Services 10:45 A.M.
Fellowship & Coffee Following
Childcare Available

Annual M eeting M ay 6th




UUCE Calendar
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Wednesday 2nd
7:00 PM Committee on the Ministry
7:00 PM Barn Bells

Thursday 3rd
7:30 PM UUCE Choir Practice - Sanctuary

Friday 4th
6:30 PM - Women Cooking For Women
- Book Group

SUNDAY May 6th
9:00 AM NO Unichords
9:30 AM Adult Sunday School
- Speaking Peace - 302
9:30 Worship Committee
10:45 AM Worship Service
12:30 PM ANNUAL MEETING

Monday 7th
5:45 PM Exercise Class - Leslie Sawyer- 302

Wednesday 9th
7:00 PM APPLE Meeting - FH
7:00 PM Barn Bells
7:00 PM Pagan Unity - 301
7:00 PM Finance Committee - Dan’s Office

Thursday 10th
7:00 PM New Board Orientation

Saturday 12th
9:30 AM - Quilting 302

SUNDAY May 13th - MOTHERS DAY
9:30 AM Adult Sunday School
- Speaking Peace 302
10:00 AM Unichords Rehearsal - Sanctuary
10:45 AM Worship Service

Monday 14th
5:45 PM Exercise Class - Leslie Sawyer- 302

J

Lighting this chalice, we
invoke the presence of

| Love in our hearts, to share
it today among us and
then spread it to the world.

Therefore, let nobody feel a stranger in

this circle and may all feel welcome.
—the Sociedad Unitaria Universalista de Espafia

4 )

Wednesday 16th
NO Barn Bells

Thursday 17th
7:30 PM Choir Practice - Sanctuary

Saturday 19th
1:00 PM Paganism 101 - FH
6:00 PM Circle Supper Pot Luck - FH

SUNDAY May 20th
NO Unichords
9:00 AM - RE Council - 201
9:30 AM Adult Sunday School
- Speaking Peace - 302
10:45 AM - Worship Service
12:00 PM Green Sanctuary
12:30 PM - Youth Group - 302

JUNE UNICHORD NEWS DUE

Monday 21st
5:45 PM Exercise Class - Leslie Sawyer- 302

Wednesday 23rd
NO Barn Bells
7:00 PM Women's Spirituality - 301

Thursday 24th
7:00 PM Board Meeting

SUNDAY 27th
NO Bells
9:30 AM Adult Sunday School
- Speaking Peace
10:45 AM Worship Service

Monday 28th - MEMORIAL DAY

Wednesday 30th
NO Barn Bells

Annual M eeting M ay 6th
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News & Anhouncements

Quilters
Meet Saturday, May 12th, 9:30 - 3:00 PM on the third floor.

Colors this year are brown and cream. If anyone wishes to
donate fabric, they can buy 1/4” yard strips of these colors in
100% cotton fabric. We always welcome new people.

Consider Paying Y our Pledge Online

Most banks offer an online payment service through which
their customers can schedule payments to cover their financial
obligations. This is very useful when one wants to make
regular payments of a set amount—as pledge payments to this
church usually are. A number of church members already use
such a service to make their pledge contributions. This is
beneficial to the church as it provides a steady stream of
income. The Finance Committee encourages all members to
consider paying their pledges in this manner. For information
about an online payment service, contact your bank.

Planned Giving

Consider one of the simplest and most rewarding gifts you
can make to Unitarian Universalism: a bequest in your will
or other estate plans. Many of us want to provide
generously for the organizations we cherish, in addition to
our loved ones. A bequest of any size in your estate plans
can shape the future of this congregation and ensure its
vitality for generations to come. Contact Tim Davis, Carol
Schoengart, or Jim Burnidge, members of the UUCE
Endowment Committee, for more information.

May 6th —Creatively Challenged

At noon on Sunday, May 6, a delicious fund-raising
luncheon will be served in Fellowship Hall before the
Congregational Annual Meeting. The luncheon will cost
$5/person or $15/family. A team of five seventh-graders,
including Savannah Underwood, are raising money for their
trip later in the month to compete in the 2007 Destination
ImagiNation (D.1.) Global Finals Tournament. D.I. is the
"World's Largest Creative Problem Solving Program for
Kids." Contact Todd Underwood at todd@liquidchaos.org
for more information.

GREEN RIDES

The Green Sanctuary Committee encourages you to find a
carpool friend to share rides to church and church activities
Please contact one of the car pool subcommittee members
(Donna, Mary Alice, Stacey) if you need help finding
someone near you or on your route. e would be glad to
help! We would also like to hear of any ongoing car pool
arrangements that have been working.

4 (847)888-0668

Women Cooking For W _omen

LAST CHANCE.... Friday, May 4 , is
the last WCFW dinner and discussion for this
church year. This month we are joining with Book

Group to read, “Three Cups of Tea” by Greg Mortenson and
David Oliver Relin. If you meant to read the book, but never had
the chance, or you didn't finish...come anyway. You'll hear a great
discussion, share a delicious potluck and enjoy the laughs and
conversations.

From the “Three Cups of Tea” website: In 1993, Mortenson was
descending from his failed attempt to reach the peak of K2.
Exhausted and disoriented, he wandered into northern Pakistan.
Alone, he eventually stumbled into an impoverished Pakistani village
where he was nursed back to health. While recovering he observed
the village's 84 children sitting outdoors, scratching their lessons in
the dirt with sticks. The village was so poor that it could not afford
the $1-a-day salary to hire a teacher. When he left the village, he
promised that he would return to build them a school. Greg
Mortenson's mission was to counteract extremism and terrorism by
building schools, especially for girls. Mortenson had no reason to
believe he could fulfill his promise. Twelve years later he's built fifty-
five schools.

This is the same story that is behind our RE classes collecting for the
Pennies for Peace project.

Women, 13 and older are invited and asked to bring a dish to share
for the potluck, and to donate money to help support the “Central
Asia Institute.” The suggested donations are $5 if you bring a dish to
share, and $10 if you don't.

Doors open at 6:30 p.m. Food should be ready to be served by
7:00 p.m. Friends and family members are welcome to attend. There

is no sign-up or membership required. Just come! See Laurie
Kiesewetter or Andrea Schmidlin if you have questions. HOPE
YOU'LL JOIN US

We do not meet during the summer. We will meet after church in
September to plan the programs for the '07-'08 church year. Start
thinking and collecting ideas. . .

LIBRARY NOTES

It was wonderful to see so many people pitching in to spread mulch
in the labyrinth, playground, and meditation garden on Earth Day..
Our UUCE library offers two beautiful books about labyrinths:
"Labyrinths--Ancient Paths of Wisdom and Peace" by Virginia
Westbury, and "Through the Labyrinth" by Hermann Kern. Look
for them in the "featured books" section of the white bookcase.

Wednesday Evening Childcare

Childcare is available for parents attending church activities
from 7:00 to 9:00 PM. Please make reservations so we’ll be
sure to have people available for your child care. Reserve by
noon Monday at 847-888-0668 or administrator@uuce.org or
sign up on the clipboard outside the nursery.




Religious Education

Kathy Undermood
Director of
Religions Education
It's hard to believe that the church year is almost

over. While there are still many activities and programs to
participate in, it is a time of reflection for me. I review our
program's goals with the Religious Education Council, and
we move forward in June with our annual meeting to plan for
the future. While we met many of our goals, we fell short on
some.

Part of our process involves you too! We ask all the
young people, parents, and teachers to complete an
evaluation form. Your feedback helps us to look at the needs
of congregants across all ages and how we can try to meet
them. On the form, there is plenty of space to write in your
thoughts, as well as to let us know if you would like to talk in
person about any of the issues you may be concerned about.
So, please take the five or so minutes to complete your form.

The 6"-8" class will be having a “survivor” campout
on May 19. The group voted to go primitive camping and try
to survive with just a few “necessities”. We'll see how they
do!

On May 20, we will have our coming of age
ceremony during the worship service. This ceremony
recognizes the transition from middle school to high school,
which is a big change in an adolescent's life.

The Youth Group will be meeting on the 27" after
the service for lunch and to see the movie “Babel”. All youth
in grades 8-12 are invited to join us.

The Adult Sunday School class will be continuing
the “Speaking Peace” program on Sunday mornings at 9:30
in Room 302. All are welcome!

In Faith,
Kathy Underwood

New Members

Since our last Unichord Tanya Kindlon and Scott McTague
have signed the membership book. We joyfully welcome
them into our community.

Religious Education

May 6 Preschool May Day
K-2% May Day
3o Try Something New
6"-g" Mother's Day

High School:  Continue discussion on Islam

May 13 Preschool Friendship

K-2% Caring For Our World
3e5" Doggie Treats-Henry Bergh
6"-8" Genesis

High School:  Continue discussion on Islam

May 20 Preschool Fixed
K-2 Our Interdependent Web
3-5 A Visitor
6-8 No Regrets
High School:  Discussion of choice
May 27 Preschool Teddy Bear Party
K-2 The Man Who Loved Celebrations
3-5 Saving Lives-Elizabeth Blackwell
6-8 Flower Communion

High School:  Discussion of choice

Adult Sunday School Schedule

Each Sunday morning at 9:30 until the end of the
church year the Adult Sunday School is studying the
Marshal Rosenberg’s Compassionate Communication.
Learn how to communicate with yourself and others
using non-violent language. Great for couples, families,
friends, and anyone looking to bring more peace into
their lives. Third Floor. www.cnvc.org to learn more.

Wheel of Life - We are saddened by
the death of Helen Maxwell who
died April 16. Helen’s memorial
service is Sunday May 20th at 2 PM.

~

2
This UU has made bis living as a ditchdigger, hO Am [
cowboy, IBM salesman, folksinger, parish minister, :

is well known for what be learned in kindergarten.
(answer will appear in the next Unichord)
April Who Amsl Robert Shaw

www.uuce.org §



Green Corner

A NEW ARMS AND HANDS RACE
Better Living Through Chemicals?

Our personal hygiene products are increasingly touting the
addition of antibacterial chemicals. They've been such a sales
success that these chemicals are now appearing in toys, towels, sheets
sponges and cutting boards. Is there really a NEED for an
increasing presence of anti-bacterial products in our everyday lives?

For one thing, antibacterial soaps don't kill cold or flu
germs because these are viruses, not bacteria.

It is common knowledge that our bodies are hosts to
trillions of bacteria, in our mouths, noses, intestines, and skin. Many
of these microorganisms are essential to good health. Antibacterials
(and antibiotics) disturb the healthy balance of bacteria.

Even worse, the overuse and misuse of antibiotics have
caused bacteria to develop resistance to antibiotics, creating
supergerms that don't respond to antibiotics that normally would kill
them. Antibacterials are similar to antibiotics and their
indiscriminate use further contributes to antibiotic resistant bacteria
(see the Centers for Disease Control's article "Antibacterial
Household Products: Cause for Concern™ at
http://www.cdc.gov/ncidod/eid/vol7no3_supp/levy.htm.

In 2004, Americans spent more than $540 million on
antibacterial soaps, hand cleaners, detergents, toothpaste, deodorant
and trash bags that contain chemicals such as triclosan and its cousin
triclocarban. These chemicals are turning up in fish, breast milk and
wastewater. Although conventional wastewater treatment plants
remove much of the triclosan entering their plants, the chemical is
contained in the sludge, which is used as top dressing on farm fields.

Remarkably, the US Food & Drug Administration has
determined that antibacterial hand soaps are no better than
conventional soap and water for hand washing The AMA has
opposed routine use of anti-bacterial soaps since 2002. Plain soap
and water are just as effective in your home and much cheaper.
Why is this a problem?

Americans use more than a million pounds of these soaps a
year. Triclosan is similar in chemical structure to PCBs and
bioaccumulates in fish, thus making its way into breast milk.

It has been found in 60% of our streams and rivers. Researchers
have learned that triclosan mimics thyroid hormone and even tiny
amounts in our waterways have affected normal development of
frogs. There are preliminary indications that the sexuality of male
fish may be affected. There may be implications for people, as
thyroid hormone is essential for health.

Why should | care?

Knowing the harmful effects of triclosan on frogs and the
possibility of harmful effects on humans, do we really want to
increase our exposure to this chemical? Elgin and Aurora get all
their municipal drinking water from the Fox River. Washing the soap
down the drain doesn't make the problem go away.

Knowing that the worsening public health problem of
antibiotic resistance is aggravated by the use of antibacterials, do we
really want to create deadly supergerms?

The potential benefits of antimicrobial products do not
outweigh the environmental impacts already demonstrated. Unless
you are in a hospital setting, using products with triclosan, a biocide
which can destroy biological structures at random, is like using a
jackhammer to kill an ant.

Bottom line?

Washing our hands with plain soap and water is still the best
disease prevention. Antibacterial products can threaten our health
and environment, and they cost more, so why use them?

6 (847)888-0668

News & Announcements

ANNUAL MEETING Sunday May 6th
The Annual Congregational Meeting of the Unitarian
Universalist Church of Elgin will be held on Sunday, May 6, at
12:30 in Fellowship Hall.
Items on the agenda include:
* Election of Board, RE Council and Endowment
Committee members
« Discussion and approval of the budget for 2007-2008
» Discussion and approval of UUCE bylaws amendments
concerning changing the church's fiscal year and the
tenure of members of the Board of Trustees
All members are encouraged to attend. A quorum of
25% of the church's membership is required for voting on the
budget and elections. All active members are eligible to vote
on the budget and elections. An active member is defined as a
member who "has made a contribution of record of not less
than $100.00 during the first eleven months of the twelve
months preceding the annual meeting.” A quorum of two-
thirds of the church membership voting at the meeting is
required for voting on changes to the bylaws. You must have
been a member of the church for at least one year to vote on
bylaws amendments.

BOOK GROUP
You are warmly invited to join the members of the Book
Group at any of their upcoming meetings, which begin at 7:00
p.m.
May 4 - "Three Cupseaf Dne Man's Mission to
Figleribrism and Build Nations...One
School at a Time" by Greg Mortenson and
David Oliver Relin.
Joint meeting with Women Cooking for Women in Fellowship
Hall. Doors open at 6:30; potluck begins at 7:00, followed by
book discussion.
June 1 - "Digging to America" byyleme
At the home of Dotty Carringi.
July 13 - "Water for Elephants" by Sara Gruen.
At the homdiaef Macy.
August 24 - "Eat, Hraye: One Woman's Search for
Everything Acrossnidgdyand Indonesia”
by Elizabeth Gilbert. At the home of Henny Du

RAID YOUR PANTRY

... Then remember to bring your donations for the Food Pantry on
Sunday, May 6th. They have a special need for powdered milk and
canned meats. If you keep forgetting to bring donations, you can
write a check for the Pantry. Please make it out to the All People’s
Inter-Faith Pantry and give it to Henny DuBois




Bois

I have always found larger gatherings of

Unitarian Universalists to be highly

motivating. During the first year that |
attended UUCE, | participated in a
Womenspirit conference in Oak Park.
That event actually influenced my
decision to join this church.
Experiencing a connection to the larger

denomination opened my eyes to the

broader UU community and movement, and convinced me that
being a UU was where | wanted to be.

Lydia Larrabee
Board President

Last year | had the great privilege of attending and serving as a
UUCE delegate at our national association's General Assembly in
St. Louis. | found this conference to be of great value to me,
certainly as a Board president, but more importantly as an
individual. 1 found much good fellowship and many excellent
workshops on interesting topics. And, there is nothing like being in
a huge room full of 4,000 UU's singing, debating, worshipping,
and celebrating!

A few weeks ago, | attended for the first time the Central Midwest
District conference and annual meeting. | had the privilege of
hearing Alice Mann, an expert in the dynamics of church growth
and size whose work | greatly admire. The absolute best part of
the event, though, was the connections | made with local UU's,
folks who I can call and talk with about a wide variety of church
issues.

Of particular interest at this meeting was the exciting election of a

young person to represent our District on the national UUA board.

Justine Urbikas is a second year student at DePaul who just
finished a 4-year term as youth representative on the District's
Board, and who has been very active in a variety of youth and
campus ministry efforts for UUs. She was indeed an impressive,
poised young person, and | think will serve us well. Having
someone who can effectively represent young people will help not
only our District but the national efforts as well.

In all of these examples, the value of attending such gatherings
always exceeds the information acquired. It goes to the heart of
why we are Unitarians Universalists at all to be in community, to
worship together, to gather our spirits and resources to live our
values in the world.

On another note, our own UUCE annual meeting is coming up
fast on Sunday, May 6", when we will vote on new candidates for
our elected positions, a new budget for the next year, and some by-
laws changes. | encourage all members to take the time to attend
and make the essential decisions that allow this church and
community to continue our work in the world for another year.

Lydia

President’s Reflection

gKUd—OSt(Bése who worked the sem
annual Adopt-A-Highway litter pick up o
April 22Savannah Underwood,

Charlie Schmidlin, Nikolas Spayne,
Jasper Spayne, A very Bedard, Sam
Brosier, Chelsea Musson, Kyle

Brinker, Michael Rodda, Aaron

Rodda, Jessica Frost, Linda Rodda,
and Joe Masonick - April 15th weed
pullers in the labyrinth - A Il those who turned out on
April 22 to spread 30 cu. yds. of mulch on the labyrinth,
playground, and meditation garden

It was an incredible event!

High School Class for their @?‘ : ¢ x“\\

worship service. a

Who Am I?

( Ways to Get in Touch )
Church Office 847.888.0668
Web site WWw.uuce.org
PodCast uuce.libsyn.com
Schedule an event uuce.org/event-schedulinghtml
Newsletter submissions newsletter@uuce.org
Board President:

Lydia Larrabee
Newsletter Editor
Bob Sandidge Newsletter@uuce.org
Deadlines
Order of Service Wednesday PM
\UNICHORD NEWS DUE May 20th )

May Birthdays

1 Ron Gole 20 Kyle Underwood
3 Aaron Rodda 20 Babette Colburn
5 Dave Underwood 22 Frieda Anderson
9  Joe Masonick 22 Dennis Schwank
9  Sarah Davis 24 Carol Schoengart
11 Jameel Abdur-Rafia 5 Timothy Forrester
14 Gretl Kramer 29 Emily Waldron
14 Paul Masonick 29 Brandi Talaga

16 Esther Hermann 29 John Foster

16 Jasper Spayne 29 Gavin Foster

19 Matthew Rodda

WWW,uuce.org
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@ The Unitarian Universalist Church of Elgin
P.O. Box 1032

'I Elgin, IL 60121 (847) 888-0668
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CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED




