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Thanks to all of the members and friends of 
UUCE who pledged to support the Unitarian 
Universalist Church of Elgin, the 2008 Growing 
Our Vision Together Canvass was quite successful! 
As of April 20, we had a total of about $190,500 
pledged to support UUCE for the coming 15 
months. Although this amount is short of our 
canvass goal of $216,000, it is the most ever 
pledged to our church per month! In addition, 
responses to the canvass questions have been 
compiled and will be forwarded to the Executive 
Team and the Board of Trustees. Here are some 
common responses: 

What are your "joys" about UUCE?

• Dan is a joy. 

• This fantastic environment for my kid's religious
    ed is my greatest joy! 

• Not participating in church community these days

•  I like the podcasts of Dan's Sermons. 

• My joy is the UUCE, I feel very comfortable here. 
    Thanks to all involved. 

• I find UUCE to be a very peaceful place and 
   a "thinking" place. It is refreshing.

What are your "concerns" about UUCE? 

• To have a new parking lot and increasing
our expanding activities. 

• The seemingly unbreakable 80/20 rule is 
a concern. 

• Physical building and grounds maintenance. 

• Parking and drainage. 

• Would like Saturday evening services on occasion.

Thanks again for your generous support of UUCE! 
—The Canvass Committee - Joe Masonick

Growing Our Vision Together 
— Final Canvass Update

U-U-C-E-Vi-tal-ity!
All members and friends are invited to “Vitality & Vision—A 

Conversation”  May 18 after the worship service. A light lunch and 

childcare will be provided. 

The UUCE Vitality Team is a group formed last fall in 

response to an invitation by the Central Midwest District and the 

Unitarian Universalist Association to look at vitality and growth in our 

congregation. We are one of five congregations chosen in our district! 

The teams from these congregations have met three times to 

explore ideas that lead to vitality, and will meet again next year. In 

between these workshops, we have met with district consultant Meg 

Hermann to help us process all of the exciting information we have 

been given.

Now we are bursting at the seams to tell everyone at UUCE! 

As part of our conversation, the 

worship service on May 18th will also 

focus on vitality and growth and what 

they mean— for us personally, as a 

congregation, and in the larger UU 

family. We hope you will join us!

UUCE Vitality Team: Tony Dean, 

Kathy Hislip, Diana Jyoti, Manish 

Jyoti, Alice Macy, Elizabeth Olson, Pat 

Pecho, Kevin Sweeney, and Kathy 

Underwood

Annual Meeting
Unitarian Universalist Church of Elgin

Sunday, May 4, 2008



2 3 www.uuce.org

 

      I look out my window at where we burned 

the prairie.  It has been less than a week but 

already the black ash has turned to green as 

life grows through.  It is amazing to see how 

quickly life can return after a devastation, how 

quickly it can reclaim the ashes.

  

What I see out my window reminds me of something I 

read last week as I worked on Jim Burnidge's memorial service.  It 

was an observation that startled me with its frankness.  Often such 

readings emphasize that the deceased will continue to be an 

important presence in the lives of those s/he touched.  The reading 

I am reminded of, though, painted a different image.  It said even 

in the face of the death of someone who is central to your life, that 

before too long the responsibilities and opportunities of life pierce 

and finally cover the ashes of death.  The person who died is not 

forgotten, but after awhile they recede from the immediate into our 

memory and they will occupy less and less of our consciousness.  

The notion of  “laying the person to rest” not only invokes the 

image of the deceased entering eternal sleep, but it also suggests 

the beginning of a new relationship with that person.   There is 

some sadness in such an understanding, sadness in that there is a 

letting go in death, a moving on, and perhaps some forgetting 

even though we promised otherwise.  But as it always has, the 

grass grows and over time gently loosens our grip.   

From the Minister

Rev. Dan Brosier
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Member Pledges—2007-2008 Fiscal Year

Budgeted
$137,367

Actual
$131,411

The 2007-2008 budget calls for $137,367 in pledges. 
Twelve months’ worth of this figure is $137,367. 

Questions? Contact your Finance Coordinator, Alice Macy.

Month of Sundays
May , 2008

4 - Below Religion to Religion
We believe in a fellowship that shall unite people, not in the 
bonds of Confucian, or Muslim, or Christian love, but in the 
holier bonds of human love;

Going down, beneath all that separates and 
estranges, to the principles of freedom and understanding;

Below religions to religion;  beneath all sacraments to 
the universal impulse that bends the soul in reverence and awe  
- Alfred Martin.  Service led by the Rev . Dan Brosier .

11- My Mother
Perhaps the best way of understanding someone is through 

his/her stories. In this service we will hear stories about 

how our mothers touched our lives. Service led by Paul 

Anderson.

18 - Growing Up, Growing Out, 
Growing Deeper , Growing Together
The word growth can refer to any number of things.  We 

need to keep these in mind as we go forth into our future.  

Service led by the Rev. Dan Brosier.

25 - Pet Blessing
In this service we will celebrate the gifts that come through 

out relationships with animals.  During the service we will 

share some stories and photos of our pets.  If you  have a 

special pet you would like remembered send Dan Brosier a 

picture of your pet, and include a story or information 

about the animal. We have space for a few animals to be 

present during the service.  If you are interested  in 

bringing your pet, contact Dan Brosier.  Service led by the 

Rev. Dan Brosier.

Services 10:45 A.M. 
 Fellowship & Coffee Following

Childcare Available
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Lighting this chalice, we 
invoke the presence of Love in 
our hearts, to share it today 
among us and then spread it to 
the world. 

Therefore, let nobody feel a stranger in this 
circle and may all feel welcome.
    —the Sociedad Unitaria Universalista de España

 847.888.0668

Thursday 1st
7:30 PM - UUCE Choir Practice - Sanctuary

Friday 2nd
6:30 PM - Women Cooking for Women 

& Book Group - F.H.

SUNDAY 4th - FOOD PANTRY SUNDAY
  9:00 AM - Adult Spirituality - Spirit In Practice - 302

        9:30 AM - Worship Committee
10:45 AM - Chalice Circle

      10:45 AM - Worship Service
12:00 PM - Destination Imagination  

Lunch Fundraiser
12:30 PM - Annual Meeting - F.H.

Monday 5th - 5PM - Yoga - Fellowship Hall

Tuesday 6th - Covenant Group - off site

Wednesday 7th
7:00 PM - Committee on the Ministry
7:00 PM - Villa Street Rehearsal - Sanctuary

SUNDAY 11th 
        9:00 AM - Adult Spirituality - Spirit In Practice - 302
      10:45 AM - Worship Service 
           
Monday 12th - 5PM - Yoga - Fellowship Hall

Wednesday 14th
   6:00 PM - Eat and Meet - F.H.
   7:00 PM - RE Council
   7:00 PM - Villa Street Rehearsal
   7:00 PM - Spiritual Inquiry Covenant Group

Thursday 15th 
  7:00 PM - Board Meeting - FH
  7:30 PM - UUCE Choir Practice 

- Sanctuary

Saturday 17th - Circle Supper Potluck - FH

SUNDAY 18th 
        9:00 AM - Adult Spirituality - Spirit In

   Practice - 302
      10:45 AM - Worship Service
                             Barn Bells & Unichords Ring 

12:30 PM - Green Sanctuary Meeting 
- Bell Room

12:30 PM - Vitality and Vision Conversation
12:30 PM - CommUUnity Garden

 native planting

UNICHORD NEWS DUE
Newsletter@uuce.org

Monday 19th - 5 PM Yoga - FH
Youth Rummage Sale Set Up - FH 

Tuesday 20th - Youth Rummage Sale Set Up
 7:00 PM - Covenant Group - Off Site

Wednesday 21st - Youth Rummage Sale Set Up
  7:00 PM - MOVIES THAT MATTER
  7:00 PM - Pagan Unity Monthly Meeting - 301

Thursday 22nd - Youth Rummage Sale Set Up

Friday 23rd - Youth Rummage Sale Set Up

Saturday 24th - Youth Rummage Sale - FH - First Floor

SUNDAY 25th 
        9:00 AM - Adult Spirituality - 302
      10:45 AM - Worship Service 

12:30 PM - CommUUnity Garden Tomato Planting

Wednesday 28th
  7:00 PM - Women’s Spirituality - 301
  7:00 PM - Villa Street Rehearsal - Sanctuary
  7:00 PM - Spiritual Inquiry Covenant Group - 302

Friday 30th
  7:00 PM - Book Group - off site

Wheel of Life
We are saddened by the death of long-time member 

Jim Burnidge. He was a dear friend to this church.

NEW MEMBERS 
Since our last UNICHORD Jessica Frost, Kimberly 

Lawler, and Jessica Thompson have signed the 

membership book. We joyfully welcome them into 

our community.

MOVIES THAT MATTERMOVIES THAT MATTER
Wed. May 21st - 7PM - Open to All

In these turbulent times, Howard Zinn is inspiring a new 

generation. This acclaimed film looks at the amazing life of the 

renowned historian, activist and author. Following his early days 

as a shipyard labor organizer and bombardier in 

World War II, Zinn became an academic rebel and 

leader of civil disobedience in a time of 

institutionalized racism and war. His influential 

writings shine light on and bring voice to factory 

workers, immigrant laborers, African Americans, 

Native Americans and the working poor.

Featuring rare archival materials and interviews with 

Zinn and colleagues such as Noam Chomsky, You 

Can’t Be Neutral captures the essence of this 

extraordinary man who has been a catalyst for 

progressive change for more than 60 years.

Narrated by Matt Damon • Featuring music by Pearl Jam, 

Woody Guthrie & Billy Bragg! - 78 Minutes - Discussion 

Following



2 3 www.uuce.org

 

      I look out my window at where we burned 

the prairie.  It has been less than a week but 

already the black ash has turned to green as 

life grows through.  It is amazing to see how 

quickly life can return after a devastation, how 

quickly it can reclaim the ashes.

  

What I see out my window reminds me of something I 

read last week as I worked on Jim Burnidge's memorial service.  It 

was an observation that startled me with its frankness.  Often such 

readings emphasize that the deceased will continue to be an 

important presence in the lives of those s/he touched.  The reading 

I am reminded of, though, painted a different image.  It said even 

in the face of the death of someone who is central to your life, that 

before too long the responsibilities and opportunities of life pierce 

and finally cover the ashes of death.  The person who died is not 

forgotten, but after awhile they recede from the immediate into our 

memory and they will occupy less and less of our consciousness.  

The notion of  “laying the person to rest” not only invokes the 

image of the deceased entering eternal sleep, but it also suggests 

the beginning of a new relationship with that person.   There is 

some sadness in such an understanding, sadness in that there is a 

letting go in death, a moving on, and perhaps some forgetting 

even though we promised otherwise.  But as it always has, the 

grass grows and over time gently loosens our grip.   

From the Minister

Rev. Dan Brosier

$0

$20,000

$40,000

$60,000

$80,000

$100,000

$120,000

$140,000

Member Pledges—2007-2008 Fiscal Year

Budgeted
$137,367

Actual
$131,411

The 2007-2008 budget calls for $137,367 in pledges. 
Twelve months’ worth of this figure is $137,367. 

Questions? Contact your Finance Coordinator, Alice Macy.

Month of Sundays
May , 2008

4 - Below Religion to Religion
We believe in a fellowship that shall unite people, not in the 
bonds of Confucian, or Muslim, or Christian love, but in the 
holier bonds of human love;

Going down, beneath all that separates and 
estranges, to the principles of freedom and understanding;

Below religions to religion;  beneath all sacraments to 
the universal impulse that bends the soul in reverence and awe  
- Alfred Martin.  Service led by the Rev . Dan Brosier .

11- My Mother
Perhaps the best way of understanding someone is through 

his/her stories. In this service we will hear stories about 

how our mothers touched our lives. Service led by Paul 

Anderson.

18 - Growing Up, Growing Out, 
Growing Deeper , Growing Together
The word growth can refer to any number of things.  We 

need to keep these in mind as we go forth into our future.  

Service led by the Rev. Dan Brosier.

25 - Pet Blessing
In this service we will celebrate the gifts that come through 

out relationships with animals.  During the service we will 

share some stories and photos of our pets.  If you  have a 

special pet you would like remembered send Dan Brosier a 

picture of your pet, and include a story or information 

about the animal. We have space for a few animals to be 

present during the service.  If you are interested  in 

bringing your pet, contact Dan Brosier.  Service led by the 

Rev. Dan Brosier.

Services 10:45 A.M. 
 Fellowship & Coffee Following

Childcare Available

 

 

 

UUCE Calendar
May

Lighting this chalice, we 
invoke the presence of Love in 
our hearts, to share it today 
among us and then spread it to 
the world. 

Therefore, let nobody feel a stranger in this 
circle and may all feel welcome.
    —the Sociedad Unitaria Universalista de España

 847.888.0668

Thursday 1st
7:30 PM - UUCE Choir Practice - Sanctuary

Friday 2nd
6:30 PM - Women Cooking for Women 

& Book Group - F.H.

SUNDAY 4th - FOOD PANTRY SUNDAY
  9:00 AM - Adult Spirituality - Spirit In Practice - 302

        9:30 AM - Worship Committee
10:45 AM - Chalice Circle

      10:45 AM - Worship Service
12:00 PM - Destination Imagination  

Lunch Fundraiser
12:30 PM - Annual Meeting - F.H.

Monday 5th - 5PM - Yoga - Fellowship Hall

Tuesday 6th - Covenant Group - off site

Wednesday 7th
7:00 PM - Committee on the Ministry
7:00 PM - Villa Street Rehearsal - Sanctuary

SUNDAY 11th 
        9:00 AM - Adult Spirituality - Spirit In Practice - 302
      10:45 AM - Worship Service 
           
Monday 12th - 5PM - Yoga - Fellowship Hall

Wednesday 14th
   6:00 PM - Eat and Meet - F.H.
   7:00 PM - RE Council
   7:00 PM - Villa Street Rehearsal
   7:00 PM - Spiritual Inquiry Covenant Group

Thursday 15th 
  7:00 PM - Board Meeting - FH
  7:30 PM - UUCE Choir Practice 

- Sanctuary

Saturday 17th - Circle Supper Potluck - FH

SUNDAY 18th 
        9:00 AM - Adult Spirituality - Spirit In

   Practice - 302
      10:45 AM - Worship Service
                             Barn Bells & Unichords Ring 

12:30 PM - Green Sanctuary Meeting 
- Bell Room

12:30 PM - Vitality and Vision Conversation
12:30 PM - CommUUnity Garden

 native planting

UNICHORD NEWS DUE
Newsletter@uuce.org

Monday 19th - 5 PM Yoga - FH
Youth Rummage Sale Set Up - FH 

Tuesday 20th - Youth Rummage Sale Set Up
 7:00 PM - Covenant Group - Off Site

Wednesday 21st - Youth Rummage Sale Set Up
  7:00 PM - MOVIES THAT MATTER
  7:00 PM - Pagan Unity Monthly Meeting - 301

Thursday 22nd - Youth Rummage Sale Set Up

Friday 23rd - Youth Rummage Sale Set Up

Saturday 24th - Youth Rummage Sale - FH - First Floor

SUNDAY 25th 
        9:00 AM - Adult Spirituality - 302
      10:45 AM - Worship Service 

12:30 PM - CommUUnity Garden Tomato Planting

Wednesday 28th
  7:00 PM - Women’s Spirituality - 301
  7:00 PM - Villa Street Rehearsal - Sanctuary
  7:00 PM - Spiritual Inquiry Covenant Group - 302

Friday 30th
  7:00 PM - Book Group - off site

Wheel of Life
We are saddened by the death of long-time member 

Jim Burnidge. He was a dear friend to this church.

NEW MEMBERS 
Since our last UNICHORD Jessica Frost, Kimberly 

Lawler, and Jessica Thompson have signed the 

membership book. We joyfully welcome them into 

our community.

MOVIES THAT MATTERMOVIES THAT MATTER
Wed. May 21st - 7PM - Open to All

In these turbulent times, Howard Zinn is inspiring a new 

generation. This acclaimed film looks at the amazing life of the 

renowned historian, activist and author. Following his early days 

as a shipyard labor organizer and bombardier in 

World War II, Zinn became an academic rebel and 

leader of civil disobedience in a time of 

institutionalized racism and war. His influential 

writings shine light on and bring voice to factory 

workers, immigrant laborers, African Americans, 

Native Americans and the working poor.

Featuring rare archival materials and interviews with 

Zinn and colleagues such as Noam Chomsky, You 

Can’t Be Neutral captures the essence of this 

extraordinary man who has been a catalyst for 

progressive change for more than 60 years.

Narrated by Matt Damon • Featuring music by Pearl Jam, 

Woody Guthrie & Billy Bragg! - 78 Minutes - Discussion 

Following



4 5 www.uuce.org

Women Cooking For Women
          LAST CHANCE…. Friday, May 

nd2 , is the last WCFW dinner and 
discussion for this church year.  This 
month we are joining with book group to read 
Kabul Beauty School by Deborah Rodriguez.  
If you meant to read the book, but never had the chance, or you 
didn't finish…come anyway.  You'll hear a great discussion, 
share a delicious potluck and enjoy the laughs and conversations.

           Women, 13 and older, are invited, asked to bring a dish 

to share for the potluck, and to donate money to help support the 

“Central Asia Institute.”  This institute helps to support the 

education of girls in Afghanistan.  The suggested donations are 

$5 if you bring a dish to share, and $10 if you don't.

          Doors open at 6:30 p.m. Food should be ready to be 
served by 7:00 p.m.  Friends and family members are welcome 

to attend. There is no sign-up or membership required. Just come!   

See/e-mail  Andrea Schmidlin if you have questions.  HOPE 

YOU'LL JOIN US!

         We do not meet during the summer.  We will meet in 

September to plan the programs for the '08-'09 church year.  

Start thinking and collecting ideas. . .

 

Problem-solving Children

At noon on Sunday, May 4, a delicious fund-raising luncheon will 

be served in Fellowship Hall before the Annual Congregational 

Meeting. The luncheon will cost $5/person or $15/family. A 

team of six seventh-graders from Kimball Middle School in Elgin, 

including Savannah Underwood, are raising money for their trip 

later in the month to compete in the 2008 Destination 

ImagiNation (D.I.) Global Finals Tournament. D.I. is the "World's 

Largest Creative Problem-Solving Program for Kids." Contact 

Todd Underwood for more information.

~

Social Justice Council formed

Many thanks to the new Social Justice Council members for 

offering their time and talent! Council members are Bob Jackson, 

Ron Gole, Steve Stultz, and Diana March, as well as Consulting 

Member Dan Brosier and Social Justice Coordinator Andrea 

Schmidlin. Look for news from this group in the near future.

~ 

Beautification Days
Join the Landscape and Grounds Team in “sprucing” up our 

outdoor space. We will gather on the following dates:

May 18 at 12 pm, June 22 at 11 am, July 19 at 9 am and Aug. 

24th. 

~

~

News & Announcements

Religious Education

    

   It's official—spring is here! Not just by the 

date on the calendar, nor the warmer days, 

but by the attendance in programs for children, 

youth and families. We always have a dip in 

attendance once the weather gets nicer, which 

is a mixed blessing. Perhaps many of us worship with nature at this time 

of year!

     This brings up an issue that most parents eventually face, no matter 

what faith they follow. Should I make my child go to services? Religious 

educator Lisa Ashley wrote about this recently in her congregation's 

newsletter. Referring to parents of young children, she wrote:

 “May I offer some support to this parent, and all parents, who find 

themselves arguing with their children on Sundays or overwhelmed by 

guilt and what feels like too many 'shoulds.' Don't give up or give in 

and let your children make the decision to skip church. You ARE 

contributing by first and foremost getting your children to church. 

Children begin to resist church (and other things) at an early age to test 

you and to establish their autonomy within the family. If you can present 

church (and RE) as non-negotiable—"This is what we do on Sundays," 

(like brushing teeth before bed)—your child will resist less over time. 

Consistency in this approach, as in most parenting, is the key. 

You are also contributing by being your child's primary religious 

educator. Here are a few tips to support you in this role at home. 

Parents can help their children stay connected [to Cedars] and want to 

come by:

      .  Hold your child's spiritual development as important as scouting, 

sports, school, or vacations. 

.  Bring your children to church every Sunday as a "not an option" 

family value and don't allow young children to make the decision 

at this time in their lives.

.  Talk with your children about spiritual questions and topics—and 

avail yourselves of resources, books, discussion groups, parenting 

groups, etc., so that you can convey your own beliefs to your 

children. Contact the DRE for good storybooks and other websites 

and resources to use when leading your family's spiritual 

discussions or to read aloud at bedtime. Check out the UUA 

website and go to religious education for great resources: 

 

.   Ask your children what they learned in RE after church. Review 

the weekly email from the DRE and talk to them about what they 

will do this week on your way to church and then follow up with 

what they are feeling about it, about their class and classmates, 

teachers, worship, anything that happened that Sunday.

.   Participate in the service work, activities, special services and 

community events (picnics, auctions, etc.) [at Cedars] as a family.

.    Participate in your child's religious education at any level you 

can—at home, at church, in nature, in the wider community.

.    Say a grace at mealtime and light your family chalice each 

time—or do it at Sunday morning breakfast and on all holidays. 

.   Pray or meditate together to ask for support in your own lives, in 

helping others in your family and friendship circle and for peace in 

the world.

www.uua.org

Kathy Underwood
Director of

 Religious Education

  

.   Share UU & Me from the UU World magazine with your child as a 

springboard for at-home religious education—you can find it on the 

UUA website:   

         .   Develop your own spiritual beliefs. Make a point to share your 

own beliefs with your children. It is fine to share them—you are not 

indoctrinating them in one belief system if you do so—they will learn 

through their UU religious education that it is always ok to ask 

questions and explore their own ideas. If you develop your own 

beliefs and make your spiritual life a priority, you will feel a deeper 

commitment to being together in community on Sundays and your 

children will naturally follow your lead. 

.    Share your ideas, thoughts, questions, and concerns with the DRE 

and RE volunteers so that we can be responsive to your child's needs. 

Fill out the RE Survey that will come your way soon.

Take it one step at a time, come to church, it feels good!”

While this advice pertains to parents with young children, her 

point is that if you start when they are young, it won't become an 

argument later on. I'd be interested in hearing from parents of older 

children on this one!

                 In Faith, Kathy Underwood

www.uua.org

 847.888.0668

Green Mother’s Day Gifts 

- Local Flowers - give flowers that are grown locally 
if possible.

- Jewelry -Consider a pre-loved item from a socially 
responsible jeweler or items made from glass, shells 
or recycled materials. The jewelry industry wreaks 
havoc on the environment.

- Organic Perfume - Cosmetics. Some common 
chemicals used in cosmetics are carcinogenic. Look 
for certified organics.

- Candles - A favorite but look for candles of soy or 
beeswax with a non-lead wick. Many candles are 
made from crude oil byproducts and release 
benzene, styrene, acetone and particulates.

- Sponsorships and memberships - Plant a tree in her 
name or donate to a conservation project. 

 - Green Gift Vouchers - Many green online stores 
offer gift vouchers - you might open a whole new 
world for mom.

When you give your gift, explain the big picture and 
thoughts behind it. 

~

MAY 11 SEED/ling SALE

Seeds and seedlings will be for sale on Sunday, May 11, 

after church in the Fellowship Hall. 100% of proceeds benefit 

the commUUnity garden, which is the raised bed mostly-

vegetable garden on the church grounds.

Both flowers and vegetable starters will be available. 

Everything is completely organic and UU-grown and 

nurtured. Donna Askins is the main perpetrator.

~

The 2008 Jubellee Festival in Rockford was attended again 

this year by the Unichords—an all day rehearsal session and 

concert in the evening. The clinician this year was David 

Weck. He made us work very hard, but the end result was an 

excellent concert to an almost full house. Kudos to Noreen, 

Ayla and Jazlyn Halberstadt, Michelle Sweeney, Bridget 

Lucas, Emily Waldron, Margot Cusimano and Ron Williams 

for a day of lugging bells and tables and then some great 

ringing. 

This Month in Religious Education

May 4 
thChalice Circle  preschool through 8  grade  

Room 302

High School: Reflect on service 

May 11 Evaluations—All Classes

Preschool: “People Love Me”
ndK-2 : “Wondering About God”

rd th3 -5 : “The Flight To Egypt”
th th6 -8 : “Religion in Russia”

High School: Discuss topic of choice

May 18 Evaluations—All Classes

Preschool: “People Know Me”
nd K-2 : “Shavuot”

rd th3 -5 : “The Good Samaritan”
th th6 -8 : “Adopt-A-Highway Cleanup”

High School: Planning for next year

May 25 Preschool: “Free Day”
nd   K-2 : “Free Day”

rd th3 -5 : “Free Day”
th th6 -8 :  “Free Day”

High School: Brunch

Green Corner
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educator Lisa Ashley wrote about this recently in her congregation's 

newsletter. Referring to parents of young children, she wrote:

 “May I offer some support to this parent, and all parents, who find 

themselves arguing with their children on Sundays or overwhelmed by 

guilt and what feels like too many 'shoulds.' Don't give up or give in 

and let your children make the decision to skip church. You ARE 

contributing by first and foremost getting your children to church. 

Children begin to resist church (and other things) at an early age to test 

you and to establish their autonomy within the family. If you can present 

church (and RE) as non-negotiable—"This is what we do on Sundays," 

(like brushing teeth before bed)—your child will resist less over time. 

Consistency in this approach, as in most parenting, is the key. 

You are also contributing by being your child's primary religious 

educator. Here are a few tips to support you in this role at home. 

Parents can help their children stay connected [to Cedars] and want to 

come by:

      .  Hold your child's spiritual development as important as scouting, 

sports, school, or vacations. 

.  Bring your children to church every Sunday as a "not an option" 

family value and don't allow young children to make the decision 

at this time in their lives.

.  Talk with your children about spiritual questions and topics—and 

avail yourselves of resources, books, discussion groups, parenting 

groups, etc., so that you can convey your own beliefs to your 

children. Contact the DRE for good storybooks and other websites 

and resources to use when leading your family's spiritual 

discussions or to read aloud at bedtime. Check out the UUA 

website and go to religious education for great resources: 

 

.   Ask your children what they learned in RE after church. Review 

the weekly email from the DRE and talk to them about what they 

will do this week on your way to church and then follow up with 

what they are feeling about it, about their class and classmates, 

teachers, worship, anything that happened that Sunday.

.   Participate in the service work, activities, special services and 

community events (picnics, auctions, etc.) [at Cedars] as a family.

.    Participate in your child's religious education at any level you 

can—at home, at church, in nature, in the wider community.

.    Say a grace at mealtime and light your family chalice each 

time—or do it at Sunday morning breakfast and on all holidays. 

.   Pray or meditate together to ask for support in your own lives, in 

helping others in your family and friendship circle and for peace in 

the world.
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.   Share UU & Me from the UU World magazine with your child as a 

springboard for at-home religious education—you can find it on the 

UUA website:   

         .   Develop your own spiritual beliefs. Make a point to share your 

own beliefs with your children. It is fine to share them—you are not 

indoctrinating them in one belief system if you do so—they will learn 

through their UU religious education that it is always ok to ask 

questions and explore their own ideas. If you develop your own 

beliefs and make your spiritual life a priority, you will feel a deeper 

commitment to being together in community on Sundays and your 

children will naturally follow your lead. 

.    Share your ideas, thoughts, questions, and concerns with the DRE 

and RE volunteers so that we can be responsive to your child's needs. 

Fill out the RE Survey that will come your way soon.

Take it one step at a time, come to church, it feels good!”

While this advice pertains to parents with young children, her 

point is that if you start when they are young, it won't become an 

argument later on. I'd be interested in hearing from parents of older 

children on this one!

                 In Faith, Kathy Underwood
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Green Mother’s Day Gifts 

- Local Flowers - give flowers that are grown locally 
if possible.

- Jewelry -Consider a pre-loved item from a socially 
responsible jeweler or items made from glass, shells 
or recycled materials. The jewelry industry wreaks 
havoc on the environment.

- Organic Perfume - Cosmetics. Some common 
chemicals used in cosmetics are carcinogenic. Look 
for certified organics.

- Candles - A favorite but look for candles of soy or 
beeswax with a non-lead wick. Many candles are 
made from crude oil byproducts and release 
benzene, styrene, acetone and particulates.

- Sponsorships and memberships - Plant a tree in her 
name or donate to a conservation project. 

 - Green Gift Vouchers - Many green online stores 
offer gift vouchers - you might open a whole new 
world for mom.

When you give your gift, explain the big picture and 
thoughts behind it. 
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MAY 11 SEED/ling SALE

Seeds and seedlings will be for sale on Sunday, May 11, 

after church in the Fellowship Hall. 100% of proceeds benefit 

the commUUnity garden, which is the raised bed mostly-

vegetable garden on the church grounds.

Both flowers and vegetable starters will be available. 

Everything is completely organic and UU-grown and 

nurtured. Donna Askins is the main perpetrator.

~

The 2008 Jubellee Festival in Rockford was attended again 

this year by the Unichords—an all day rehearsal session and 

concert in the evening. The clinician this year was David 

Weck. He made us work very hard, but the end result was an 

excellent concert to an almost full house. Kudos to Noreen, 

Ayla and Jazlyn Halberstadt, Michelle Sweeney, Bridget 

Lucas, Emily Waldron, Margot Cusimano and Ron Williams 

for a day of lugging bells and tables and then some great 

ringing. 

This Month in Religious Education

May 4 
thChalice Circle  preschool through 8  grade  

Room 302

High School: Reflect on service 

May 11 Evaluations—All Classes

Preschool: “People Love Me”
ndK-2 : “Wondering About God”

rd th3 -5 : “The Flight To Egypt”
th th6 -8 : “Religion in Russia”

High School: Discuss topic of choice

May 18 Evaluations—All Classes

Preschool: “People Know Me”
nd K-2 : “Shavuot”

rd th3 -5 : “The Good Samaritan”
th th6 -8 : “Adopt-A-Highway Cleanup”

High School: Planning for next year

May 25 Preschool: “Free Day”
nd   K-2 : “Free Day”

rd th3 -5 : “Free Day”
th th6 -8 :  “Free Day”

High School: Brunch

Green Corner



BOOK GROUP
You are warmly invited to join the members of the Book Group at 

any of their upcoming meetings, which begin at 7:00 p.m. 

            
      May 2 - "Kabul Beauty School” by Deborah Rodriguez

                      - Joint meeting with Women Cooking for Women

                         7 PM at the church

     June 27 - "The Whole World Over" by Julia Glass

                      - Home of Dorothy Carringi

     July 25 - “The Audacity of Hope” by Barack Obama

                      - Location to be announced
~

SHORTAGES AT THE FOOD PANTRY   
The All People’s Inter-Faith Food Pantry has been 

running out of peanut butter, jelly, and rice. The Pantry also has a 

need for breakfast food and juices. 

Try to bring your donations on our Pantry Sunday, May 4, but 

your donations are welcome anytime during the month.
~
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Sharing the Plate May

During each Sunday service we pass the baskets to collect an 

offering.  Half the non-pledged cash donations collected over a 

month through these offerings are given to a charitable 

organization. In the month of May that organization is the 

Anderson Animal Shelter that provides compassionate and 

humane treatment of homeless companion animals.   If you wish 

to write a check to support the program make it out to the UUCE 

and write “Share the Plate” on the memo line.

~

From the Church Office 
          Unichord Changes and e-list Reminders
Because of UUCE's environmental commitment to use less energy and 

paper, plus budget considerations, our monthly newsletter “The 

Unichord” will no longer be mailed to the congregation. Beginning with 

the June edition, we ask those who have email to please read the 

UNICHORD or download it from the UUCE.org website. You may pick 

up a paper copy from the church information table.  Exceptions are those 

who are unable to receive email or unable to pick up a copy due to 

health or distance.   

UUCE maintains two e-lists for use by members and friends of the 

church: 

The  list is for communicating church related 

events, announcements and information.  

The  list is for members and friends 

to communicate about:

- Items to give away or sell

- Things to buy or borrow

- Employment opportunities or needs

- Requests for assistance with social justice activities

- Requests for advice/recommendations about companies 

   or contractors. 

To eliminate excessive messages please do not duplicate the same 

message on both lists.

UUs@UUCE.org

BulletinBoard@UUCE.org

 847.888.0668

- Share the Plate for the month of March collected 
$453.75 for PADS
- UUCE has a new Social Justice Council 
- Sandy Webster is our new volunteer coordinator
- UUCE hosted a Central Midwest District meeting for a 
pilot program on Growth and Vitality with churches from St. 
Louis, Woodstock, Dekalb, and Kenosha
- Our RE classes collected $244 for Heifer International
- Bob Sandidge and Anne Ward presented a workshop in St. 
Louis at the Central Midwest District Assembly 
- Kathy Underwood, our DRE, and Mila Brinker, our church 
administrator, attended the Assembly in St. Louis
- The UUA General Assembly is in Fort Lauderdale, Florida 
starting June 24--anyone and everyone is welcome to attend 

PAGAN UNITY NEWS - Sandy Russel
The Pagan Unity Group was formed last year to oversee pagan 

activities at UUCE.  In the past year, many who are new to Unitarian 

Universalism and to our Elgin church participated in the UU curriculum, 

paganism 101, a 9 session introduction to neo-paganism.  Class members 

formed a new Moon Group named “Fellowship of the Pagan Spirit.”  This 

is the second Moon Group at UUCE and is in addition to the “Stewart 

Home Circle,” formerly known as Prairie Pagans.  Each Moon Group 

meets separately, on the nights of either the New Moon or the Full Moon 

(or both), to engage in ritual worship.  At present both Groups are private 

and meet outside the church and attendance is by invitation only.

Pagan Unity is a combination of the people in both Moon 

Groups as well as other friends of the church who pool time and talents to 

create the Public Community Celebrations known as the Solar Wheel of 

the Year Holidays (like Yule at Christmas time) where children are 

welcome.  Are you asking yourself, what are Wheel of the Year Holidays?   

Pagan Unity will be sponsoring informal pagan chats during Coffee Hour 

to answer questions about the Holiday and what to expect at the ritual.  

We will meet on the Sunday before each Wheel of the Year celebration.  

The first meeting is May 4th and will focus on the Beltane Ritual that's on 
thSaturday, May 10 .  If you would like to participate please contact Debbie 

Caruso.

Beltane or May Day is when the Earth is in bloom, pulsing and 

growing with the summer crops to come.  It is the time of the greatest light 

and the time of the greatest fertility of the year as the warmth of the Sun 

increases each day.  It is traditionally celebrated with bonfires, broom 

jumping, maypole dancing and the crowning of the May King & Queen.  
thJoin us on Saturday, May 10  for a Beltane ritual and Potluck feast at the 

church.  Potluck will be at 5:00 pm and the Ritual will begin at 6:30 pm 

and will be outside unless we have inclement weather.

The next Pagan Holiday is Summer Solstice which will be 
stcelebrated here at the church on Saturday, June 21  with a Ritual, a 

Potluck Feast and we're planning an overnight campout on the church 

grounds.  You just can't get any closer to Mother Earth than to sleep right 

on top of her!  And, if you want to know more about Summer Solstice 
thbefore attending, then come to Coffee Hour on June 15 .

Membership in Pagan Unity is open to any friend or member of 

the church.  The next Business meeting is scheduled for 7:00 pm 
stWednesday, May 21  and will be devoted to pagan fellowship activities.

1 Ron Gole

3 Aaron Rodda

5 Dave Underwood

9 Joe Masonick

9 Sarah Davis 

11 Jameel Abdur-Rafia

14 Gretl Kramer

14 Paul Masonick

14 Jennifer Day

16 Esther Hermann

16 Jasper Spayne

Lydia Larrabee
Board President

President’s Reflections Kudos to:

 Jim  Bottino for servicing and 
rehabilitating one of our 
computers so that it is up and running again; 

All who helped with Jim Burnidge's 

memorial serv ice; Debbie Caruso and 

Christina Conway for leading Wiccan rituals 
th thwith the 6 - 8  class; Jessica Frost for 

coordinating the birthday potluck; Steve 

Askins and Susan Anderson for working with 
the youth choir . 

Ways to Be in Touch
Church Office            847.888.0668

Web site            www.uuce.org

Podcast                          uuce.libsyn.com

Schedule an event          uuce.org/event-scheduling.html

Newsletter submissions      newsletter@uuce.org

Board President:   Lydia Larrabee           

Unichord Editor:   Bob Sandidge        
                                   Newsletter@uuce.org   847.658.9273 

Due Dates

Order of Service                                   Wednesday PM

UNICHORD NEWS DUE                           Third Sunday

May Birthdays
19 Matthew Rodda

20 Kyle Underwood 

20 Babette Colburn

22 Frieda Anderson

22 Dennis Schwank

23 Hannah Day

24 Carol Schoengart

29 Emily Waldron 

29 Brandi Talaga 

29 John Foster

29 Gavin Foster
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See you at the Annual Meeting

Sunday, May 4th - 12:30 PM

                   Lydia

Annual Meeting
Unitarian Universalist Church of Elgin
Sunday, May 4, 2008

The Annual Congregational Meeting of the Unitarian 
Universalist Church of Elgin will be held at 12:30 pm on May 
4, 2008. The following items have been placed on the meeting 
agenda by the Board of Trustees:

· Election of Board, Religious Education Council, and 
Endowment Committee members. 

· Discussion and approval of the Budget for 2008-2009.  
Please note that it covers 15 months from April 1, 2008 to 
June 30, 2009.

· Discussion and approval of UUCE By-Laws 
amendments. 

All members are encouraged to attend. A quorum of 25% of the 
church membership is required for voting on the budget and 
elections. All active members are eligible to vote on the budget 
and officers. An active member is defined as a member who 
“has made a contribution of record of not less than $100.00 
during the first eleven months of the twelve months preceding 
the annual meeting.”

By-Laws changes have some additional voting requirements. 
To be eligible to vote on the By-Laws, an individual's 
membership in the Congregation must be at least one year in 
length. Amendments to the By-Laws require a two-thirds 
majority of votes at a meeting.
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