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Unitarian Universalist Church of Elgin

EXECUTIVE DE_CI_SIONMAKE RS

by Dan Brosier

Over the past two years, the Board and other leaders
have been studying governance issues in order to
figure out how to make the church run more
effectively. After much thought and conversation, this
spring the Board put into place some changes in the
decision-making structure and process. A key element
of this new structure is the Executive Team, also
known as the E.T. The Board created and empowered
an Executive Team to handle the daily operations of
the church, which will allow the Board to focus on the
broader vision of the church. The E.T. will be guided
by the policies created by the Board of Trustees.

The Executive Team is composed of the Program
Coordinator (Kathy Hislip), Social Action Coordinator
(Andrea Schmidlin), Director of Religious Education
(Kathy Underwood), Financial Coordinator (Alice
Macy), Church Administrator (Linda Porter), and ;

Minister (Dan Brosier). Each has the responsibility to Our Executive Team (from left to right): Alice Macy, Kathy Undermood,

work with various aspects of church life and be a Apndrea Schmidlin, Kathy Hislip, Dan Brosier and Linda Porter
communication conduit to the larger church community.
By meeting every other week, the E.T. helps coordinate committed to the well-being of this church community. They

the growing number of programs and groups within the  are eager to serve the needs of this congregation, and they

church. Fach month the E.T. sends a written report to the invite your comments and questions. You are encouraged to

Board summarizing its activities. A copy of each month’s  contact each by phone or email. In addition, thete will be a

report will be posted on the website. suggestion box on the first floor and a comments section at
The Executive Team is a group of individuals the UUCE.org website.

YOUTH SHARE THEIR REAI.I'I'Y

On May 22, the youth group presented a worship service
on “Toxicity.” Over the past three months, they met to
select the topic and gather material. A special “thanks”
to Ayla Halberstadt for the hours of time she spent
finding the visuals and music. It was a great service!

WWWwW.uuce.otrg
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Fromv the Minister

This time of year I am often asked
why, during the summer, do we hold
services every other week instead of
weekly. It is a question probably most
of us have asked at one time. Actually it
wasn’t too long ago that most UU
churches didn’t hold services at all
during the summer. That has changed

over the last several decades and now Rev. Dan Brosier
many UU churches have a schedule of
summer services—some meet weekly, and others every other
week like ours.

Even though it is rare now to find a UU church that closes

for the summer, still the fact that often our ministers are out of

the pulpit during that time, and many churches have reduced
schedules, does beg the question as to why. Although I don’t
think there is a definitive answer to the question, 1 found this
old column by the Rew. Patrick T. O’Neill, written when many
UU churches did close for the summer, which suggests some
possibilities.
Our more orthodox friends never cease to be amazed and astounded

that Unitarian Universalist Churches (the smaller ones, at least, which is
about 85% of them) actually close down over the summer. How can this

be?

“Preposterons™, they harrumph,. “Why, what wonld happen if God

suddenly decided to take the summer off ¢ What would happen if gravity
didn’t work for the summer? What if the sun took a vacation.”
(Answer: in Seattle, we might not notice.)

Okay, okay already. I'm sick of answering this question. Below you
will find 12 reasons why Unitarian (Universalist) churches close for the

summer. Some are legend, and some are sensible. Next time your mainline

church friends ask_you why we close for the summer, try this list on them.
Ready?

1.

2.

>
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10.
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12.
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To everything there is a season. A time to be open and a time to
close.

1t began with onr New England roots. The Unitarian churches
would all close down in the 1800s and everyone headed for Cape
Cod. The Cape churches stay open all summer.

UU ministers all drive ice cream trucks in the summer.

Michael Servetus was burned at the stake on the Feast of the
Summer Solstice. In his memory we close for two months of
mourning each summer.

Unitarians Universalists are the only group God can trust to be ont
of bis sight for two months at a time.

Small Unitarian churches can'’t afford air conditioning.

The Unitarian Ecclesiastical Calendar was originally drawn up by
Harvard Divinity Faculty. The Harvard Calendar, as it is known,
dates back to 1825 and only has ten months.

The summer hiatus is the Unitarian's revolt against the Calvinist
work ethic.

Actually, closing for the summer is a Universalist tradition. 1t was a
concession made by the Unitarians at the time of the merger in
1961.

We close for the summer to save energy. Closing is ecologically sound.
We've always done it this way.

As Tevye says in Fiddler On The Roof: the reason we do it is
Tradition.

(847)888-0668 bo—«

FROM YOUR CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR
New Calendar Program

We are now using a new web-based calendar that will greatly
improve the way we keep everyone informed of what is going on
at UUCE. The calendar will be updated directly to the website
everytime an event is scheduled. This will allow you to check on
dates between Unichords. It will also ensure that visitors to our
website have an up-to-date view of what is happening at our
church. The calendar projects dates into the future so that we can
easily have events listed into 2006. To schedule an event, contact
Jackie, our office manager, at office@uuce.org. Let her know the
event name, date and time; the group scheduling the event; and
space requirements, if any. We also ask that you complete a room
reservation form if your event is located at the church. An
updated calendar will continue to be placed on the kiosk in the
Fellowship Hall.

Church Administrator Hours

My regular hours at the church will be Wednesday, Thursday,
Friday and Sunday mornings from 10 a.m. to Noon. On occasion
these hours will change due to meetings, etc. Please also note that
all staff hours tend to be more flexible in the summer due to
vacations, heat, and a reduced Sunday Service schedule. The voice
mail is checked regularly throughout the summer.

Landscape and Grounds Maintenance

We can always use help with maintaining the church grounds. Let
me know if you can help weed or water (in drought situations) the
church gardens or the labyrinth.

Questions, Concerns, Suggestions?
Contact Linda Porter, administrator(@uuce.otg

Member Pledges—2005-06 Fiscal Year

$10,000

$8,0001

$6,000

$4,000-

$2,000

$0

The 2005-2006 budget calls for $117,500 in pledges; one
month’s worth of this figure is $9,753. Questions? Contact
your Finance Coordinator, Alice Macy.



UUCE Calendar

Sunday

5

9:30a Worship
Com. -102

9:30a Adult RE

12:30p Race
Discussion
Group

Monday Tuesday

6

6:30p Second
Service
Task Force

7

7:00p Intentional
Living

7:00p Board
Orientation

Wednesday

1

7:00p COM -102

Thursday

6:30p Interweave
7:00p Spiritual
Inquiry

Friday

6:30p Women
Cooking for
Women

Saturday

9:00aqUUilters

8

7:00p Finance
Committee,

9

6:30p Newcomers
Potluck

10

9:00a Staff Mtg.
7:00p Book
Group -0

11

12:00p Wedding

12

10:45a Service at
Hanifls’

14

Rummage Sale Set

16

17

18

9:00a Rummage Sale

6:30p Interweave

19

Newsletter
Deadline

22

7:00p Intentional
Living

24

9:00a Staff Mtg.
7:00p Book
Group -0

26

9:45a Summer
Sunday
Service

FH - Fellowship Hall

S - Sanctuary

O - Off Property

L - Library

25

9:00a Landscape
and
Grounds
Work
Party
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Monthv of Sundaws
MEN’S BIKE TRIP

J unc Any interested men from the congregation are invited to join
5 Commencement us in a northwestern Illinois bicycling adventure from July 14-
s fs (e ersern of ota Jetens sl 16. It will involve two (_iay§ of riding approx1matdy ﬁfty.mﬂes
: ) X a day along the Mississippi River on the Great River Trail. For

commencements services. This year J amie further information, contact Paul Anderson, Dan Brosiet,

Kiesewetter, one of our graduating Tim Davis, Joe Masonick, Eric Prebys or Todd Underwood.
seniors, has agreed to share a few
“commencement” thoughts about life,
meaning and what she feels is important.
The Rev. Dan Brosier will lead the service.

. N
12" Flower Communion and All Church Map to Sunday Setvice June 12 at the Hanifls’
Picnic Counts Line Road ,
3 ounty Line Roa
We will hold our annual flower 0
communion service and all church picnic Hanifls’ 3 opn
9 . . Z

at the Hanifls’. The day begins with a short | #/ gﬂ”dfl/’?m%; \: g

o 0 o arvingron rizis 5
service during which we celebrate our & E * 5
community through a flower communion. P =
All those attending the service are asked to é B.

o 5 2 Route 68

bring a live plant/flower to place in
communion. At the end of the service

each member/family is encouraged to take
a plant home to enjoy and nurture.
Following the service we’ll have a picnic,
games, swimming, fishing and general fun.
The Hanifls have again generously offered <
to supply the “meat” portion of the picnic.
Everyone else is asked to bring either a
salad, a dessert or vegetable dish to
share—and a beverage. Also bring the gear
you need to play: swimsuits, fishing poles,
softball equipment, etc.—and lawn chairs
to sit on. See the map at right for
directions to the Hanifls’. The service
begins at 10:45am.

Route 68 Palatine Road

26 Celebration of Gay Pride
This service will be dedicated to exploring
contemporary issues and celebrating Gay

Pride day. Service led by Karen Olesch-

Williams.
SERVICES BEGIN AT 10:45 A.M. Alice Macy excplained the 2005-06 budget to those in attendance
WE LOOK FORWARD TO SEEING YOU at the May 1 UUCE Annual Meeting.

4 (847)888-0668




Arnnouncementy
NEW MEMBERS
Since our last Unichord, Danielle and John Foster, Mahi Kazi,
Stacey Reynolds, Heike Spayne, Bob Sandidge, and Anne Ward
have signed the membership book. We joyfully welcome them
into our church community.

BOOK GROUP
You are warmly invited to join the members of the Book Group
at any of their upcoming meetings, which begin at 7:00 p.m.
June 10 - “Holy Cow” by Sarah MacDonald.
At the home of Alice Macy.
June 24 - “Girl in Hyacinth Blue” by Susan Vreeland.
At the home of Shirley Wolin.
July 29 - “Cane River” by Lalita Tademy.
At the home of Margot Cusimano.
August 26 - “Easter Island” by Jennifer Vanderbes.
At the home of Pat Pecho.

NEWCOMERS’ BBQ AND POTLUCK

The 2005 Newcomers’ Family BBQ and Potluck will be held this
year on Thursday, June 9 at 6:00 pm. If you have started coming
to our church, or become a member of the church, since June
of last year, please plan on bringing a dish to share and joining
us. The Membership and Hospitality Teams will provide drinks,
burgers, hot dogs and veggie burgers. A sign-up sheet will be
available in the Fellowship Hall. Children are welcome to join in
the fun.

YOUR LAST CHANCE UNTIL SEPTEMBER

It’s your last chance to donate to the All Peoples Inter-Faith
Pantry at church on Sunday, June 5, until September. No
collections for the Pantry will be taken at church during the
summer. The pantry staff indicated a need for sugar, flour and
salt. Recipients appreciate pancake mixes, syrup, cake mixes and
prepared frostings. Of course, all the old standbys are welcome.

QUUILTING
The qUUilting dates for 2005-2006 are: September 24, October

15, November 5, January 21, February 4, March 18, April 15,
May 20. Join us from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall on
any of these Saturdays to cut up petfectly good fabric only to
sew it back together again. Men are welcome, too! No
experience is necessary. The 2005-2006 qUUIlt theme is:
Blueprint Blues. Contact: Frieda Anderson.

ANNUAL RUMMAGE SALE JUNE 16-18
The annual Rummage Sale is just around the corner, and it is
shaping up to be bigger and better than ever! This year, in
addition to our traditional sale, we will again have the UUniques
Boutique (for finer items of clothing, jewelry, household goods,
and collectibles). We are also planning a plant sale, a bake sale,
and a 50/50 raffle. As always, we need YOU and we need your
STUFE. Volunteers are needed in the following areas:
® Publicity. This includes writing and placing newspaper
articles and ads, making more signs, putting out the signs,
and posting notices at businesses and other venues around
town. Contact: Helen Maxwell.
® Setup. This includes organizing the space for the sale,
planning for the plant sale, bake sale, and 50/50 raffle,

7
K to:
The following people for helping with the
Adopt-a-Highway litter pick up along Highland
Avenue on May 1: Derek Bedard, Avery
Bedard, Brianna Bedard, Bob Bedard, (‘ N
Sergio Fernandez, Stan Forrester, Mary \\J
Alice Masonick, Joe Masonick, Andrew
Pratt, Charlyn Reynolds, Amy Schmidlin,
and Emily Waldron; Elizabeth Olson for conducting the
Annual Meeting; Day Waterman for donating plants to the
church from her prairie garden and Bob Jackson for helping
to transplant them; outgoing Board Members Alice Macy,
Kathy Hislip, and Lydia Larrabee; teachers for spring
semester: Jennifer Briggs, Kevin Webster, Cheren Waller,
Janeen Vanko, Laurie Kiesewetter, Andrea Schmidlin, Jim
Hermann, Stan Forrester, Doug Pratt and Noreen
Halberstadt; Dan Hislip for coordinating Adult Sunday
School this year; Anne and Bob Bedard for coordinating the
Youth Group; Karen Olesch-Williams for initiating and
running our first web-based discussion board; 2004-5 RE
Council members: Trisha Dean, Ann Kremer, Stan
Forrester, Debbie Prebys, Mila Brinker, and Jennifer
Briggs; Donna Askins for her Earth Day project for the 3-5
RE class; Roberta Nauman for speaking about Creekside at
the April WCFW dinner; Carey Schug, Leslie Sawyer,
Cameron Kirk, Dan Brosier, Sandy Webster and any other

anonymous workers for pulling garlic mustard at church in May.

picking up donations (see below), unpacking donations, and
pricing, Setup will begin Friday, June 6. Contact Sheryl
Spence or Louette Rogers.

® During the Sale. This includes working at the sale—keeping
the space neat and organized, answering customers’
questions, helping with the plant sale, bake sale, and 50/50
raffle, and staffing the check-out table. Contact Andrea
Schmidlin.

® Packup/Cleanup. This includes boxing up leftover donations
and putting the church “back together.” Contact Pat Pecho.

You are welcome to bring items other than furniture to the
church any time after the service on Sunday, June 5. Large items
such as furniture may be brought on June 12 or later, or contact
Andrea Schmidlin. To bring items after June 5, call the church
or Andrea to make sure the church is open for you to bring your
donations. Every year, we seem to have a mad rush of people
bringing their donations the day (or night!) prior to the sale.
This makes it very difficult for the volunteers to get ready for
the sale. PLEASE do everything you can to help us out by
bringing your items well before the start of the sale.

We LOVE clean, gently used items. Please take a look at your
donations, and avoid bringing us things that are broken, stained,
etc. Our most popular items include collectibles, furniture,
designer items, jewelry, and just about anything that looks like
new. If you have a large and/or heavy item that you would like
to donate but are unable to bring to the church, contact Sheryl
Spence or Louette Rogers, and they will help arrange for pickup.

5
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Religious Education

I am so excited! This summer
promises to be one of wonderful
changes for me, and will lead into
an even more exciting new church
year. This summer, the members of
the Religious Education Council
are coordinating special activities
for our children and youth. This is
a blessing for me—for the first
time in a long time, I will be free to
focus on planning for next fall
instead of worrying about planning for the summer program.
The kids get the best in this deal too—they’ll get to know
some new adults and do things I wouldn’t have thought to do!

Later this month, the Religious Education Council will be
having a retreat. The focus of our gathering will be on looking
at new ways to structure our program—how can we best meet
the needs of our children and youth, as well as our adult
volunteers? As with any organization, there are many things to
consider, more than we have time for in one retreat.
Therefore, we will continue our learning throughout the year,
with the goal of developing a plan of action before the end of
the year. We’ll be sure to keep you posted.

With only one Sunday of regular religious education classes
this month, we will be having end-of-year celebrations. All
classes will also be completing evaluations of the program.
This year, the Religious Education Council will be doing
telephone interviews with parents. Our hope is to get more
teedback to use for our retreat mentioned above. Please take
the 5-10 minutes to talk to the RE Council member who calls
you and share your thoughts and concerns. It will help us in
our efforts to improve our program.

Along this line, Amy Schmidlin will be talking to the high
school youth about their experiences this year, both in the
class and in the Youth Group. Amy is the new youth
representative on the Religious Education Council. Her role is
to act as a liaison between the youth and the Council, and to
work with both to help enhance our youth programming.

In closing, on June 5 we will be recognizing our sole
graduating senior high school youth, Jamie Kiesewetter, as
well as our many dedicated volunteers. Please join us in
wishing Jamie well and in saying “Thank you” to all of the
adults who make our programs run successfully!

Here’s what will be happening in the classrooms this month:

June 5 Preschool: Closing Sunday—Teddy Bear Party

K-2nd: Closing Sunday
3rd-5th: Games and Goodbyes
6th-8th: Closing Celebration
High School:  Attend service

June 26 Nursery care available
Program for preschool through high school
coordinated by Trisha Dean

In Faith,
Kathy

6 (847)888-0668

GREEN CORNER: BACKYARD BIODIVERSITY

Here is some advice from the Union for Concerned Scientists.

For the full article and other resources, go to www.ucsusa.org

and look for “Green Tips.”

The space around our homes provides us with places to play and

relax. To local wildlife, however, expanses of lush, green grass

might as well be asphalt. Lawns provide animals with no shade,
shelter, or food, and the runoff from fertilizers and pesticides
applied to lawns can contaminate wildlife habitats. The

Environmental Protection Agency estimates that approximately

20 million acres of land in the United States are dedicated to

lawns—more than is used for any single crop.

Instead of cultivating a sea of grass, consider incorporating

some of the following elements around your home to create a

landscape that is not only beautiful but also promotes a variety

of animal and insect life.

e Convert some of that green grass to prairie or wildflower
meadow. You'll have less mowing and more living space for
local wildlife.

® Choose native plants that are naturally adapted to the local
climate and don't disrupt the interdependent network of
living things.

® Imitate natural habitats by planting in clusters with
overlapping layers of tall trees, small trees, shrubs and smaller
plants.

e Plant types of shrubs and trees that will provide food for the
birds and butterflies.

e Provide wildlife with free passage through your yard by using

natural boundaries instead of fencing, or leaving small gaps

here and there where fencing is necessary.

Consider placing sources of clean water where all wildlife can

reach it.

Green Sanctuary Committee

Pat Pecho and Linda Porter officially welcomed the most recent members
to join the church in a ceremony on May 15.



I like movies. In fact, I really like
movies. My family will tell you that
I have really low standards

regarding movies—that

standard being that the movies

be in color. That’s not really true

buat almost. I do like color, but I

also like the plots, the acting, and most of all—happy
endings. I started watching movies when I was a kid in
Germany--growing up on Army bases. For one quarter, I
could watch six cartoons, an episode of a thirteen part serial
followed by a double feature, usually in color. Of course, it
was the 50s, so every one of them had a happy ending—at
least every one I remember. The dialogue never had any
swearing; the guy always got the gitl; and the good guys
always won.

By now you’re probably asking where is this going? And
what kind of President’s article is this? I promise I do have a
point. That’s what kind of movies I grew up watching and
that's what I started to expect that life was like. And then, I
grew up and discovered that life isn’t always like a 50s movie,
but it could be. Each year we get a chance to make a new
movie. Our church year is ending, and I hope it was one
which was pleasing with a happy ending for you. For me, it
truly was. Now we get to start a new movie—et, year—and it
won’t be the same. New parts have been assigned; the cast
will change; the sound track will add new songs and use new
voices. But best of all you get to be co-director and have a
say in the role you’re going to play. You can help create a
happy ending—for our children, our youth, our church
community and the greater community. Please, join in. The
movie we’ll make together will be so much better with you in
1t.

See you on the set,

Dan Hislip, Board President

Who-Am I?

This famous UU is remembered as much as
a craftsman as he is as a patriot. His anti-
British engravings of episodes such as the
Boston Massacre were effective
propaganda. It was his famous nighttime
ride on April 18, 1775 however that
brought him enduring fame.

(answer will appear in the next Unichord)
May’s Who-Awv I was Carl Sandburg.

N

WOMEN COOKING FOR WOMEN
The next “Women Cooking For
Women” dinner will be held on Friday,
June 3, 2005. Women, 13 and older, are
invited, asked to bring a dish to share
(anything goesl!), and to donate $5 (or
more) to the focus cause or project of
the evening, You can come and not
cook, but then we ask that you donate $10 (or
more). We also welcome donations from those of you unable
to attend. Donations may be put in the soup pot on the Social
Justice table in Fellowship Hall.

The monies collected in June will benefit Literature For All
Of Us, an Evanston-based group that helps impoverished,
teen mothers find their voice through book group discussions
and poetry writing,

Food should be ready to be served by 7:00p.m. Friends and
family members are welcome to attend. Please sign up on the
clipboard or RSVP to Laurie Kiesewetter or Andrea
Schmidlin. If you have not RSVP’d, and find yourself free on
June 3... please come!

4 P N
Ways to-Get inv Touch
Church Office 847-888-0668
Web site WWW.Uuce.org

Newsletter Submissions newsletter(@uuce.org

Board President

Dan Hislip
Newsletter Editor
Todd Underwood
Deadlines
Order of Service Thursday PM
Unichord June 19
. J
June Buthdoys
1 Hayden Sherrell 14 'Todd Underwood
6  Roger Baldwin 14 Mitch Kremer
10 Mollie Kiesewetter 16 Laura Masonick

12 Tod Waldron 17
13 Gordon James 25
13  Andrew Pratt

Jeffrey Freeman
Hannah Waldron

wWww.uuce.org [



The Unitarian Universalist Church of Elgin

P.O. Box 1032

ll Elgin, IL 60121 (847) 888-0668
wWww.uuce.org

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

UUCE THIRD FLOOR COMPLETION PLANS MOVE ONTO THE FAST TRACK!

We are happy to report that the UUCE Third Floor Completion project is moving forward. For the past several months the
Construction Committee has been meeting with Oak Park architect Bob Franzen to complete the design of the third floor. Bob
did the architectural plans for the completion of the second floor.

The Construction Committee was formed last fall to carry through with the recommendations of the Space Utilization Task
Force, which came out of the Strategic Plan. Members of the building committee are: Dan Brosier, Paul Hanifl, Suzanne
Hanifl, Elizabeth Olson, Kerry Lantau, Andy Carey, Kathy Underwood, Alice Macy, and Jim Porter.

There is a comprehensive set of plans available for your inspection and comments in the Fellowship Hall. Several written and
verbal comments have been received and all have been carefully considered. Responses to some of the comments/questions will
be sent out via email.

Two bids have been received on the project. One was from Lamp Construction at around $155,000. The other was from Van
Pelt Construction at approximately $129,000. The Construction Committee recommended to the UUCE Board of Trustees at
the May 18 board meeting that the contract be awarded to the Van Pelt Construction Company and the board approved the
award. Bob Franzen has worked with Van Pelt on several projects and has been very satisfied with their work. It is thought that
the work could be completed in about three months.

The question of how the project is to be financed presents us with a quandary. At this point we have about $20,000 in the
construction fund. Two families have also pledged generous amounts of money toward the completion of the third floor, and to
advance the church the remainder of the money that it would take to finish the construction this summer. Obviously we are
going to have to have a capital campaign to raise the money to repay these member loans. Given the short amount of time
remaining in this church year it would probably not be possible to do a good job kicking off a capital campaign before the
beginning of the new church year in September.

The Construction Committee has also discussed the parking lot expansion and agreed to treat that as a separate project from
the third floor completion. At this point we have $2,700 in an earmarked fund for the parking lot.

Ways to-get ivwolved

e Attend the Church Picnic at the Hanifls.

e Contribute to, help with and buy at the annual Church Rummage Sale
e Volunteer to help maintain the grounds this summer.



