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Flower Communion and All Church Picnic Sunday June 8th

Each year we hold our annual flower communion service and all church picnic. 

This year we will hold it at the church as our traditional hosts, Suzanne and Paul 

Hanifl will be out of town. The day begins with a short service during which we 

celebrate our community through a flower communion. Those attending the service 

bring a live plant/flower to place in communion. At the end of the service each 

member / family is encouraged to take a plant home to plant and enjoy. 

Following the service everyone enjoys a picnic, games, sprinkler play and general 

fun. Please bring a dish to share. Drinks will be provided. There will not be a grill. 

Bring lawn chairs and /or blankets--swim suits and towels for the kids.

UUCE SUMMER SERVICE SCHEDULE

During the summer months we change our worship 

schedule. These changes include holding services 

approximately every other week (until school starts), 

and beginning the services at 9:45 AM.  

The dates of the summer services are:

June 22 - July 13 & 27

August 10, 24  & 31
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               Heaven and Hell

This story is a favorite from the Zen Buddhist 

tradition.

      Once upon a time, a man with a certain 

military bearing approached the Zen master 

Hakuin and asked: "Master, do Heaven and 

Hell actually exist?”

      The master wanted to answer in the affirmative, but knew that 

this would give the man a false impression. In all likelihood the 

man operated under the mundane paradigm that Heaven and Hell 

exist as places for souls in the afterlife. The master knew what he 

must do to break through that false preconception.

      "What is your occupation?" he asked.

      "I'm a general." This explained the military bearing about him.

      The master burst out laughing. "What idiot would ask you to

command an army? You look more like a butcher to me!”

      This enraged the general. With a roar he drew his sword. He 

could cut down this defenseless old man in an instant.

      "Here lie the gates of Hell," said the master. These simple 

words stopped the powerful general dead in his tracks.

      Realization flooded in. The general sudden understood that the 

master had risked his life in order to teach him a great truth in the 

most effective way imaginable.

      "Forgive me, master, for what I was able to do." He felt all at 

once gratitude, amazement, and shame.

      "Here lie the gates of Heaven," said the master.

From the Minister

Rev. Dan Brosier
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Member Pledges—2008-2009 Fiscal Year

Budgeted
$12,068

Actual
$9,467

The 2008-2009 budget calls for $181,020 in pledges. 
One month’s worth of this figure is $12,068. 

Questions? Contact your Finance Coordinator, Alice Macy.

Month of Sundays
June

1 - Commencement
This is the season of graduations and commencement 

services.  Several of our graduating seniors have agreed to 

share a few “commencement” thoughts about life, meaning 

and what is important. During this service we will hold a 

Child Welcoming Ceremony to recognize the young 

children new to this church community.

The Rev. Dan Brosier will lead the service.

8 - Flower Communion and 
All Church Picnic

We will hold our annual flower communion service and all 

church picnic at the church this year as our traditional hosts, 

Suzanne and Paul Hanifl, will be out of town. The day 

begins with a short service during which we celebrate our 

community through a flower communion. All those 
attending the service are asked to bring a live plant/flower 

to place in communion. At the end of the service each 

member / family is encouraged to take a plant home to 

plant and enjoy. Following the service we’ll will have a 

picnic, games, sprinkler play and general fun. The meal 

will be potluck so please bring a dish to share.  Drinks will 

be provided.  There will not be a grill.  Bring lawn chairs 

and  / or blankets, swim suits and towels for the kids.

15 - No Service

22 - Earth Charter - SERVICE TIME 9:45
Created by global civil society, endorsed by thousands of 

organizations and institutions, the Earth Charter is not only 

a call to action, but a motivating force inspiring change the 

world over. Service led by Susan Anderson and Donna 

Askins.

29 - No Service

Services 10:45 A.M.
SUMMER SERVICES

9:45 STARTING JUNE 22
 Fellowship & Coffee Following

Childcare Available

UUCE Calendar
June

Lighting this chalice, we 
invoke the presence of Love in 
our hearts, to share it today 
among us and then spread it to 
the world. 

Therefore, let nobody feel a stranger in this 
circle and may all feel welcome.
    —the Sociedad Unitaria Universalista de España

 847.888.0668

SUNDAY 1st - FOOD PANTRY SUNDAY

      10:45 AM - Worship Service
12:30 PM - Executive Team and Board Meeting - 302 

Tuesday 3rd - Covenant Group - off site

Wednesday 4th
10:00 AM - Executive Team Meeting
  6:00 PM - Light Brigade meeting
  7:00 PM - Committee on the Ministry

Saturday 7th 
       11:00 AM - Memorial Service - Sanctuary and FH

SUNDAY 8th
        10:45 AM - Flower Communion 
                          & all church potluck picnic at UUCE
           
Tuesday 10th
         7:00 PM - Board Orientation - F.H.

Wednesday 11th
   7:00 PM - Pagan Unity Monthly Meeting - 301

Thursday 13th 
   6:00 PM - RE Council Retreat - off site

    
Saturday 14th

    3:30 PM - Campbell Wedding

SUNDAY 15th - NO SERVICE

Wednesday 18th
   10:45 AM - Executive Team Meeting
     7:00 PM - Board Meeting - F.H.

SUNDAY 22th 
        9:45 AM - Summer Worship Service 
      11:00 AM - Landscape and Grounds W ork Party

Wednesday 25th
  7:00 PM - Women’s Spirituality - 301
  

Friday 27th
  7:00 PM - Book Group - off site

UNICHORD NEWS DUE
Newsletter@uuce.org

Wheel of Life
We are saddened by the news of the death of 

Andrea Schmidlin's brother Keith who had struggled 

with Pick's disease for years.

Water Communion
On the first Sunday after Labor Day 

(September 7 this year)  we traditionally hold an 

ingathering service to mark the beginning of a new 

church year.  This year, as we have the past 

several years,  we will hold  a water communion.  

Everyone is invited to bring a small sample of 

water they have collected over the summer from 

some place of spiritual or emotional importance to 

them.  (If obtaining such a sample is not possible, 

bring in some tap water that symbolizes a special 

place.)   During the service these samples of water 

will be placed in communion and saved for various 

blessing rituals we have during the year.  Many 

people save their water in an empty film canister, 

and often they freeze it to keep germs from 

developing if they will be storing it for an extended 

period of time. 
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Women Cooking For Women
        We do not meet during the 
summer.  We will meet in September to 
plan the programs for the '08-'09 church 
year.  Start thinking and collecting ideas. . .

 

Beautification Days
Join the Landscape and Grounds Team in “sprucing” up 

our outdoor space. We will gather on the following 

dates:June 22 at 11 am, July 19 at 9 am and Aug. 24th at 

11 am.. 
~

Ag Report

   The commUUnity garden has now been planted with 

spinach, tomatoes, potatoes, two kinds of lettuce, corn, 

melon, and sugar snap peas. The gardeners have set in 

more native Illinois prairie plants around the perimeter, and 

laid in two inches of mulch. Approximately twelve brave 

members and friends of the UUCE have gardened so far 

this year, and half a dozen more hope to soon get out of 

the lumber business and into the line-up. Onsite orientations 

are available on Sundays after church, but space must be 

reserved in advance.

    Many have asked, Who gets the harvest? The answer is: 

"If you work a lot, take a lot. If you work a little, take a 

little." The garden is entirely self-serve. Those who don't 

wish to tend the beds may eat in exchange for a freewill 

donation to the garden fund. Some fund-raising will be 

necessary, so keep your eyes, and potatoes, peeled!

   See Donna Askins if you have questions or want to join 

in.

~

Sharing the Plate June- July - August

During each Sunday service we pass the baskets to collect 

an offering. Half the non-pledged cash donations collected 

over a month through these offerings are given to a 

charitable organization. In the months of June, July and 

August that organization is Doctors Without Borders, which 

serves throughout the world at times of crisis--as in 

Myanmar cyclone relief. If you wish to write a check to 

support the program make it out to the UUCE and write 

“Share the Plate” on the memo line.

~

~

News & Announcements

Religious Education

    

  

             

This is a wonderful time of the year—the world 

around us is greening and blooming. And so are 

many of us—growing and maturing as individuals. 

We take time to recognize some of the milestones 
th

within our community, such as those if our 8  graders 

and high school seniors. 

    We reflect on the past nine months of gestation 

and admire what our efforts have brought forth. Look 

at what the fruits of our labor bore! I thank everyone 

who has helped nurture our UUCE community, the 

greater community around us, and the world beyond 

us.
                      Blessed Be!    

In Faith, Kathy Underwood

Kathy Underwood
Director of

 Religious Education

  

This has been a very exciting year in Adult Spirituality as we expanded from one to two classes for 

most of the year. The programs were rich and varied. Two sessions of Building Your Own Theology 

"graduated" many who had the time and guidance to explore and develop their personal theology. 

Dan Hislip's series on the Seven UU Principles helped us discover the profound guidance embodied in 

them and how to better apply them in our own lives and the life of our community. We explored a series of spiritually focused short 

films. Several presenters told us of their passions. We wrapped up the year with a 10 week series using a new curriculum, Spirit in 

Practice. This group decided that we needed more time so we expanded our Adult Spirituality sessions to 90 minutes. You want more? 

You get it. Now sessions will meet from 9AM to 10:30 giving everyone more time to learn, reflect and discuss.  

What's next? Our wrap up session included suggestions for more Speaking Peace, perhaps another round of The Four Spiritualities, 

Building Your Own Theology, The Seven Principles, and another Spirit In Practice. There were also suggestions for retreats, field trips 

to other churches, both UU and other denominations. We will be considering those and others as we plan for next year.

Your Adult Spirituality Ministry team is Kathy and Dan Hislip, Andrea Schmidlin, Anne Ward and Bob Sandidge. We are always 

eager to hear your ideas and interests. We will be meeting over the summer to work on next Fall's programs so do let us know what 

kind of programming will most help you in your spiritual pursuits. And thanks to everyone who participated in and supported the work 

this year. Your engaging gratitude makes this work a real joy.    

 847.888.0668

New Task Force: The Off-Grid Light Brigade

The off-grid light brigade are charged with finding out 

what renewable energy system would best serve the 

UUCE. The Brigade is gathering information of all kinds 

to help the church make a good decision that will keep 

our building warm and our lights on even as energy 

costs increase and fossil fuels decline.

 Tasks currently underway include:

! Understanding building codes to ensure 

compliance 

! Identifying local renewable energy contractors 

! Finding out what other churches' experiences 

have been 

! Looking up financial incentives at Federal, state, 

and local levels 

! Determining which energy needs are our 

greatest priority (such as winter heat, light, 

or electricity in general) 

! Crunching many numbers 

! and more!

We meet Wednesday JUNE 4 at 6:00 p.m. in the 

Fellowship Hall. We will assess where we are, 

where we want to go, and how best to get to Point 

B (or as far as we can get in an hour). That means 

research into RE systems, government financial 

incentives, the status of our own building, and 

more. A complete and practical investigation is at 

hand.

If you have homework for this meeting, please 

bring one original and no more than 3 

photocopies to share.

Optionally, bring a light snack or finger food to 

share.

Members of the task force are: Alice Macy, Andrea 

Schmidlin, Bob Bedard, Bruce Kiesewetter, Deb Caruso, 

Donna Askins, Eric Prebys, Jen Day, MaryAlice 

Masonick, Stacey Reynolds, Stephen Day, Suzanne 

Hanifl, and Tom Lesiewicz                      

                         Contact: Donna Askins.

This Month in Religious Education

June 1 
thChalice Circle:  preschool through 8

                                                                        grade  Room 302.  

Bring a donation for the Anderson 
Animal Shelter. We will mark the many 
milestones of the young people as well 
as our accomplishments of the year.

 High School: End of year wrap-up 

June 8    All-Church Picnic at UUCE—no 
classes

June 22   All-ages Summer Program 
begins at 9:45am

Green Corner
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BOOK GROUP
You are warmly invited to join the members of the Book 

Group at any of their upcoming meetings, which begin at 

7:00 p.m. 
            
      June 27 - "The Whole World Over" by Julia Glass

                      - Home of Dorothy Carringi

     July 25 - “The Audacity of Hope” by Barack Obama

                      -  Home of Shirley Wolin

Your Last Chance until September
      June 1st will be your last chance to contribute at 

church to the All Peoples' Inter-Faith Pantry until 

September since we do not have Pantry Sundays during 

the summer. 

     The Food Pantry needs canned fruit, peanut butter and 

jelly since they have been running out of these items.
~

6

News & Announcements

Communities:
Every community would have a designated body that would 

function as planning group, ombudsman, and "right relationship 

team" for community and organizational peace building. This 

body would initiate consensus-building programs as needed to 

incrementally increase the culture of peace, and respond to 

specific problems that emerge.  For example, if a community had 

an outbreak of crime, this group would coordinate an 

investigation and make recommendations to address the roots of 

the problem.

    

Federal Government:
The Federal government would have a designated body that 

would: coordinate research in peace building (including 

addressing domestic violence, gangs, crime, substance abuse, 

etc. as well as international conflicts) at all levels; identify best 

practices in peace building in all contexts and disseminate 

information to the public organizations; initiate programs 

in conflict resolution and consensus building among government 

employees. (Essentially this is the Department of Peace initiative.)

    

International:
There would be a body, somewhat similar to the U.S. Supreme 

Court, that would evaluate issues brought to it in light of what 

decisions best served global long-term peace, justice, and 

sustainability. It would be specifically tasked with oversight of, 

and continual improvement of, democratic processes used around 

the world, to ensure that the interests of all are fully represented 

regardless of class, ethnicity or other characteristics. It would 

have resources sufficient to draw in the best expertise available, 

so its recommendations would have great weight and credibility.

                                                      

relevant 
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ENVISIONING A CULTURE OF PEACE
Your editor has been following a conversation on the UUA 

Peacemaking network mail list. (peacemaking-

network@lists.uua.org) The conversation has lately shifted to “how 

do we create a culture of peace?”  This seems a fundamental 

question for each of us. Below are a couple of clips from the on-

line conversation as food for thought:

I have a dream about the culture of peace: an information-based 

global society of friends whose goal is to realize the inherent worth 

of life (and living) while upholding the dignity of every living entity 

(right up to the society). The fundamental information would be 

about Earth; her nature and her processes, each accessible by 

subscription and contribution. Picture Wikipedia for all ages, with 

schools being the familial home, community centers like markets, 

libraries and places of worship.

The next tier of information would be about human relations; 

cultivating compassion toward the goals of equity and justice. 

Schools would be the workplaces, and the associations of 

community centers. Picture Adult Education for all ages. Picture 

continuation of Inter-faith Dialog with the goal of accepting each 

others' peculiarities, and expansion of the spiritual universe for the 

benefit of all. 

Were such a level of information/communication possible liberty 

and justice could get a toe-hold on the rocks just beyond tide's 

reach. With liberty and justice, the last tier of information about 

peace would be possible, as long as central-nervous-system 

depressants were kept out of reach. Picture a world without liquor 

stores and with workplaces nurturing enough to lead people home 

tired-but-satisfied at the end of the day.

The information-based global society of friends is based on free 

and responsible search for truth: in relation to Earth, Life, Workers 

and their Dependents. The meaning of it all is recognized as Earth 

fulfilling her promise, birthed some billions of years back in the 

'singularity'.

Kind of like a party, but without an ending stupor, and taking out 

the trash. (That got recycled already, during the party, as part of 

the party).    

Education:
Education on conflict resolution and consensus-building would be 

emphasized in every grade of K-12, and beyond.

   

Congregations and organizations:
Congregations and other organizations would have a "Culture of 

Peace" or "Right Relationship" Team  that would initiate 

educational programs on conflict resolution, communication and 

consensus-building, and respond to organizational problems.  For 

example, if an individual felt harmed by a church policy in some 

way, they could approach the Team to create a conflict resolution 

process.

1 Mark Lonegra 

1 Kevin Sweeney

2 Alison Lawler
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President’s Reflections Kudos to: Ishmael Abdur-Rafia, 

Avery Bedard, Brianna Bedard, Jack 

Berry, Kyle Brinker, Jessica Frost, Ayla 

Halberstadt, Joe Masonick, Andrew 

Pratt, Charlie Schmidlin, Hannah Stultz, 

Sarah Stultz, Savannah Underwood, 

Todd Underwood, and Day Waterman 
for helping with the spring Adopt-A-Highway litter 
clean-up along Highland A venue on May 18. T o friends 
of the UUCE for helping out with the commUUnity 

garden and Landscape & Grounds in May: Alesa 

Burbach, Andrea Schmidlin, April Anderson, Christina 

Conway, Dan Brosier, Day Waterman, Deb Caruso, 

Donna Askins, Joe Masonick, MaryAlice Masonick, 

Mike Moutrie, Pat Pecho, Stacey Reynolds, Steve Askins, 

and  Valerie Howells. There may be others whose 
names are accidentally missed here -- we thank all of 

you. What a crew! W ay to go! - RE Kudos to Susan 

Anderson for working with the high school class on 

their worship service;  Jessica Frost for chaperoning a 

visit to the Genev a church; Vickie Kilgore for 
coordinating the collection for Anderson Animal 

Shelter; all of our teachers and helpers: Kevin Webster, 

Stacey Reynolds, Janeen Vanko, Kristin Wachholder, Jill 

Lonegra, Vickie Kilgore, Heike Spayne, Katherine 

Brosier, Todd Underwood, Jessica Frost, Bob Sandidge, 

Andrea Schmidlin, Kathy Hislip, Anne Ward, Dan Hislip, 

Christina Conway, and Ann Kremer. 

Ways to Be in Touch
Church Office            847.888.0668

Web site            www.uuce.org

Podcast                          uuce.libsyn.com

Schedule an event          uuce.org/event-scheduling.html

Newsletter submissions      newsletter@uuce.org
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              Enjoy your summer. 

                   Lydia



BOOK GROUP
You are warmly invited to join the members of the Book 

Group at any of their upcoming meetings, which begin at 

7:00 p.m. 
            
      June 27 - "The Whole World Over" by Julia Glass

                      - Home of Dorothy Carringi

     July 25 - “The Audacity of Hope” by Barack Obama

                      -  Home of Shirley Wolin

Your Last Chance until September
      June 1st will be your last chance to contribute at 

church to the All Peoples' Inter-Faith Pantry until 

September since we do not have Pantry Sundays during 

the summer. 

     The Food Pantry needs canned fruit, peanut butter and 

jelly since they have been running out of these items.
~

6

News & Announcements

Communities:
Every community would have a designated body that would 

function as planning group, ombudsman, and "right relationship 

team" for community and organizational peace building. This 

body would initiate consensus-building programs as needed to 

incrementally increase the culture of peace, and respond to 

specific problems that emerge.  For example, if a community had 

an outbreak of crime, this group would coordinate an 

investigation and make recommendations to address the roots of 

the problem.

    

Federal Government:
The Federal government would have a designated body that 

would: coordinate research in peace building (including 

addressing domestic violence, gangs, crime, substance abuse, 

etc. as well as international conflicts) at all levels; identify best 

practices in peace building in all contexts and disseminate 

information to the public organizations; initiate programs 

in conflict resolution and consensus building among government 

employees. (Essentially this is the Department of Peace initiative.)

    

International:
There would be a body, somewhat similar to the U.S. Supreme 

Court, that would evaluate issues brought to it in light of what 

decisions best served global long-term peace, justice, and 

sustainability. It would be specifically tasked with oversight of, 

and continual improvement of, democratic processes used around 

the world, to ensure that the interests of all are fully represented 

regardless of class, ethnicity or other characteristics. It would 

have resources sufficient to draw in the best expertise available, 

so its recommendations would have great weight and credibility.

                                                      

relevant 
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ENVISIONING A CULTURE OF PEACE
Your editor has been following a conversation on the UUA 

Peacemaking network mail list. (peacemaking-

network@lists.uua.org) The conversation has lately shifted to “how 

do we create a culture of peace?”  This seems a fundamental 

question for each of us. Below are a couple of clips from the on-

line conversation as food for thought:

I have a dream about the culture of peace: an information-based 

global society of friends whose goal is to realize the inherent worth 

of life (and living) while upholding the dignity of every living entity 

(right up to the society). The fundamental information would be 

about Earth; her nature and her processes, each accessible by 

subscription and contribution. Picture Wikipedia for all ages, with 

schools being the familial home, community centers like markets, 

libraries and places of worship.

The next tier of information would be about human relations; 

cultivating compassion toward the goals of equity and justice. 

Schools would be the workplaces, and the associations of 

community centers. Picture Adult Education for all ages. Picture 

continuation of Inter-faith Dialog with the goal of accepting each 

others' peculiarities, and expansion of the spiritual universe for the 

benefit of all. 

Were such a level of information/communication possible liberty 

and justice could get a toe-hold on the rocks just beyond tide's 

reach. With liberty and justice, the last tier of information about 

peace would be possible, as long as central-nervous-system 

depressants were kept out of reach. Picture a world without liquor 

stores and with workplaces nurturing enough to lead people home 

tired-but-satisfied at the end of the day.

The information-based global society of friends is based on free 

and responsible search for truth: in relation to Earth, Life, Workers 

and their Dependents. The meaning of it all is recognized as Earth 

fulfilling her promise, birthed some billions of years back in the 

'singularity'.

Kind of like a party, but without an ending stupor, and taking out 

the trash. (That got recycled already, during the party, as part of 

the party).    

Education:
Education on conflict resolution and consensus-building would be 

emphasized in every grade of K-12, and beyond.

   

Congregations and organizations:
Congregations and other organizations would have a "Culture of 

Peace" or "Right Relationship" Team  that would initiate 

educational programs on conflict resolution, communication and 

consensus-building, and respond to organizational problems.  For 

example, if an individual felt harmed by a church policy in some 

way, they could approach the Team to create a conflict resolution 

process.
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Board Meeting Summary:  May 15, 2008

The Board approved reports  Minutes of April meeting, Treasurer's report, Executive Team report and the monitoring report. 

These reports from the Executive Team monitor compliance with our stated written policies on how we manage and run our 

community.  The report for May was on acceptance of gifts and asset management. 

 

The Board approved the creation of a Task Force to address how to reconfigure how some financial tasks are handled, and 

to redesign the Finance Coordinator position on the Executive Team. The Task Force will make recommendations to the 
th

Board in two parts, by June 30  and by August.

The Board discussed three policy areas needing additional study and decisions  earmarked funds policies, policy on Board 

decision making in large contract situations, and updating policy language to better describe the annual planning that the 

Board does.  

A Task Force was established to explore and make recommendations to the Board by August on ways to create interactive 

communication with the congregation. 

(Note: The official minutes of this meeting will be posted after they are approved by the Board at the June 18, 2008 Board meeting.)

UUCE
Prairie Flowers
in Bloom!

 Before printing please be mindful of the environmental impact.


