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Linda had the vision and perseverance to see the 
prairie restoration to its fruition. Calling in  
ecosystem consultants Applied Ecological Services, 
the prairie site was seeded, mowed and burned by 
experts for the first few years.  In addition, gardens 
were planned for all around the church building, by 
the entrance sign and in what became the 
Meditation Garden.  Linda selected countless 

young plants, shrubs and trees to be 
individually installed.  She organized 

many volunteer workdays as well as 
the fund-raising campaigns to 

finance the effort. 
 

Jim and Linda are core 
components of the 
Landscaping and Grounds 

Committee which has 
managed the ongoing care of 

the church grounds for several 
years. Jim has headed up the care of 

the immense lawn surrounding the church, 
repairing machinery and scheduling the volunteer 
mowers every spring, summer and fall. 

Jim and Linda Porter have been central to the 
realization of many of our landscaping dreams. 
They have made a difference in the life of this 
community and helped shape its future. As they 
depart for their new home in Kentucky they 
leave behind the fruits of their love of the natural 
world which will be a wonderful heritage for 
future generations.
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The time is coming when Linda and Jim Porter 
will leave the Unitarian Universalist Church of 
Elgin and retire to Kentucky.  Over their 18 years 
with this congregation, they have given 
generously of their time, talents and energy.   One 
area which they have greatly influenced is the 
landscaping of the church grounds.

As the new church on 
Highland Avenue was 
being built, some 
dreamed of what 
the landscaping 
around the 
church could be 
like. The focus 
became more 
than the mere 
beautification of our 
surroundings, and 
evolved to encompass 
the restoration of a real prairie 
ecosystem, thereby providing shelter and 
sustenance for those nonhuman neighbors who 
might share our little corner of Illinois.  Linda and 
Jim Porter were 
instrumental in the 
landscaping efforts.  
Although both are out-
of-staters by birth, the 
Porters recognized the 
treasure that once was 
the Illinois Tallgrass 
Prairie, the Prairie State's 
natural heritage.

Dream Makers - Linda and Jim Porter

Education and 

Celebration 
of our prairies and

related environmental issues
10 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Sept. 30

Prairie Fest
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This summer was rich and full. The weeks were thick 
with activity, experience, and elemental forces. 

There was plenty of  family time as we took trips, hiked, 
watched videos in the evenings, talked about our 
experiences, lived in close quarters, and suffered through the 
heat and humidity.  The trips had numerous memorable 
moments—whales jumping high into the air, roller coaster 
rides, looking at marine life at sunset, running into a branch 
and denting the side of  the car, lots of  water play, and 
physical challenge.  Intertwined in the time was an unusual 
amount of  death—an elderly aunt, a cat of  18 years, a 
niece's husband who had three years ago survived wounds 
from the Iraq War, a sister in-law's brother.  Each 
experience brought with it emotion, conversation and 
hopefully understanding and connection.

    As the summer draws to a close I am feeling a 
sense of  gratitude.  We are so very fortunate to be able to 
experience the once-in-a-lifetime moments, and we are so 
very fortunate to be able to find joy and satisfaction in the 
ordinary.  To be able to savor life and appreciate its gifts in 
light of  things hard and frightening is a great blessing.  I feel 
blessed, and that is a nice place to be.

From the Minister

Rev. Dan Brosier

Mila Brinker
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A little more than six years ago, Mother's Day to 
be exact, I asked my husband and son to attend a new 
church with me. I had Googled this church, studied 
the impressive website, so off we went. That church 
was our own “Prairie Cathedral.” I will always 
remember the comforting feeling of  walking into this 
stunning new sanctuary and seeing a beautiful, 
oversized “dream catcher” hanging high above the 
pulpit. (I later found out that “dream catcher” was 
made in a RE class.)  After hearing Dan's fantastic 
sermon on mothers I knew I was about to embark on 
a new journey. Who would have thought six years later 
I would be applying for the job of  church 
administrator? It is amazing how our lives take such 
important turns and how the people who filled our 
sanctuary that first Sunday morning have become such 
an important part of  my life.  As of  September 1st I 
am now UUCE's new church administrator.  My new 
job is a combination of  Linda Porter's administrator 
position and Jackie Van De Warker's office manager 
position.  These two women have done an incredible 
job. They have each given 200%. Linda has been 
diligently training me. She is the most efficient person 
I've ever known. And Jackie is about as calm a person 
as I've ever met. Boy, do I have big shoes to fill! Please 
be patient with me as I learn the ropes. I will do my 
best. I thank Linda and Jackie for their time and effort 
in training me. I also would like to thank the executive 
team and the board for believing in me and giving me 
this wonderful opportunity. 

                                                       Mila Brinker

6:00p
RE Council
Meeting offsite

- 7 pm  GLBT 
Young Adult Group 
- 301
 

- Prairie Fest 
Set-up

Member Pledges—2006-2007 Fiscal Year

Budgeted
$42,917 Actual

$36,174

The 2006-2007 budget calls for $128,750 in pledges. Four 
month’s worth of  this figure is $42,917. Questions? 

Contact your Finance Coordinator, Alice Macy.

September
FROM YOUR CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR

Chec k for Calenda r Upd ates
www.UUCE.org

Smiling Faces Are Welcoming

We are in need of a few more smiling faces on the 
Welcoming Team. This is a fun and easy way to serve 
our community. As a Greeter Assistant you will help 
newcomers to Sunday services get a name tag and feel 
welcomed. There will be ONE brief  informational 
meeting and you would then choose the Sunday, once 
every three months or so, that you would like to help 
with. Your smiling face and welcoming attitude is an 
important reason newcomers keep coming back! 
Please contact Pat Pecho.
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Month of Sundays
September

3 - Poetry and Music - 9:45 a.m.

Congregation members Donna Askins, Anne 
Clough, and Bob Sandidge will share a 
favorite poem and music and a bit about why 
they have chosen them. Service led by Elise 
Wall

10 - Water Communion - 10:45 a.m.
On this Sunday a new church year begins, 
the summer dispersion ends, and the 
community gathers in larger numbers.  On 
this Sunday we will hold our second 
annual water communion when we 
celebrate the gifts that community offers.  
Members and friends are encouraged to 
bring a small amount of water from a place 
that has meaning to them.  This water can 
actually come from that place, or you can 
use tap water as a stand in.  During the 
service we will collect the water in a 
common vessel and share some of what it 
means.  Service led by the Rev. Dan 
Brosier.
   

17 - This Little Light of Ours - 10:45 a.m.
At the beginning of a new church year it is 
good to remind ourselves about who we 
are and what we are about.  We are a 
people of faith with a covenant and a 
mission.  Service led by the Rev. Dan 
Brosier.

 24 - The Gift of Not Knowing - 10:45 a.m.
Many of us strive to be in the know to 
have ready responses to life's questions, 
and explanations for all that we see going 
on around us.  In this service we celebrate 
the state of “not knowing” and the gift that 
can be.  Service led by the Rev. Dan 
Brosier.

September 3rd Service 9:45
All others at 10:45 

Prairie Fest Volunteers Needed
It is that time again! With Prairie Fest just around 
the corner on Sept. 30, here's your opportunity 
to volunteers to help make it a huge success. 
What can you do? Help with Set-up on Sept. 29, 
Parking, Handing out Programs, Working in 
Booths, Working in Children's Craft Area, Clean-
up, and Making Baked Goods for Sale. Sign up 
now in the church lobby.   Questions?  Contact 
Sandy Webster.

Bring Donations for 
Prairie Fest Resale 
Boutique
Please deposit your small items 
for the Prairie Fest Resale 
Boutique in the curtained closet 
in the east entrance hall.
 
Starting on Tuesday, September 26, 
bring your larger items. Place 
these in the east entrance hall, 
location of  the Boutique.  The 
church is usually open from 9:00 
a.m. until noon, but to be sure 
the church is open, call first. In addition to 
these times for dropping off  items, 
Thursday evening from 6:00 to 9:00 p.m. 
and Friday all day into the evening will be 
available.  

Adult Sunday 
School
Join us as we resume 
weekly Adult Sunday 
School explorations 
at 9:30—third floor. 
Compassionate 
Communication 
continues before we 
move into some new 
material. 

The Summer Sunday 
School was a great success as we watched Marshall 
Rosenberg’s videos and discussed and practiced Speaking 
Peace. Thanks to our committed group for showing up 
throughout the summer for more learning and practice.

Prairie Fest volunteers have 
been working for months to 
orchestrate the many elements 
that will come together 
September 30th to produce 
another fun and relevant 
experience for members and 
community guests. 

Stephen Packard, director of  
Chicago area programs of  the 
National Audubon Society, 
opens Prairie Fest at 11 a.m. 
with his keynote presentation, 

ORCHIDS AND FLAMES - The Delicate 
And The Ferocious in Nature.  An expert in 
the restoration of  prairies and oak 
woodlands, Mr. Packard’s work has led to 
new insights that have challenged the 

conventional 
wisdom about the 
dynamics of  these 
vanishing rare 
communities.

On stage 
beginning at 1 p.m 
and continuing 
throughout the 
afternoon Prairie 
Fest attendees will 
enjoy an 
entertainment 

lineup including our own 
Villa Street, Folk singer Peg 
Lehman, and a special 
appearance of  the 
Burlington Central High 
School Chorale.

This will be a big day of  fun, 
food, music, exhibits, craft vendors, and learning 
for the whole family and community. Please do 
invite family, friends, work associates and others in 
your community organizations and interest groups. 
Watch your email and www.UUCE.org for the 
latest Prairie Fest Updates. 

Back to Church Potluck
The annual Return to Church Potluck will be held after 
church on September 10.  Please bring a dish to share and 
join us for an hour of  good food, community and 
conversation.  Drinks will be provided by the Executive 
Team.  We also hope you will consider helping with clean-up 
after the potluck.  An “after potluck” sign-up sheet will be 

thposted in the entrance to the Fellowship Hall on the 10  for 
those who have time to help out.   Questions?  Contact Mila 
Brinker at .

Feel Good!
Start the new church year with a good deed.  Give a 
generous donation to the Interfaith Food Pantry on Pantry 
Sunday, September 10. Breakfast cereals, juice, peanut 
butter, jelly, canned meats, soap products, canned fruits and 
vegetables, baby food, baby diapers and toilet paper are 
always needed.  

Bike to Church  September 17
The Green Sanctuary Committee is again organizing a Bike 
to Church event.   If  you want to leave your car at home, get 
some good exercise, and ride your bike to church, meet us at 
the Pioneer Memorial Statue at Kimball Street and the Fox 
River in downtown Elgin at 9:30 am on Sunday, September 
17.   Our rain date is the following Sunday, September 24.  
Call the Masonicks or Stacey Reynolds for more 
information.  

Eat & Meet Wednesdays Resume in October 
Beginning October 4th come at 6:00 PM for dinner. 
Meetings and events will begin at 7:00 PM. We hope to 
have Eat & Meets every Wednesday throughout the 
church year. Group sponsorship makes this program 
thrive! It’s a great fund-raising opportunity—your group 
can do a single dinner, one a month, or more! Contact  
Kathy Underwood, Andrea Schmidlin, or Kathy Hislip of    
the Program Council.

The Power of Community 
 How Cuba Survived Peak Oil 
September 13 at 7:30 APPLE is hosting a screening of  this 
important film. Beginning at 7:30 p.m., the film is 53 
minutes and  shows a living example of how a country 
successfully traversed what we all will have to deal with 
sooner or later -  the reduction and loss of  finite fossil fuel 
resources. Carpool with a friend. You'll want to talk with 
someone on the way home. Contact Donna Askins for more 
info.  

Coming in October: Screening of An Inconvenient Truth

administrator@uuce.org

News & Announcements News & Announcements
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Religious Education Green Corner

    Welcome back! 

Summer always seems so short! I 
hope you enjoyed yours as much as 
possible.
   This year, our focus in religious 
education is on our “Unitarian 
Universalist Identity”.  All of  our 

curricula will center on this theme, as well as many of  our 
other projects and activities. 
   The Preschool Class (ages 3-5) will be using “Chalice 

nd
Children”, and the Kindergarten-2  Grade Class “Around 
the Church, Around the Year”. Two classes will be using new 

rd thcurricula: 3 -5  Class “Spirit of  Adventure”, as well as the 
th th6 -8  Class “Traditions With A Wink”. The high school-aged 

youth will be exploring UUism by visiting other churches, 
meeting other youth, and doing social action projects. 
   Another great opportunity for youth is our Youth Ministry 
Group. They will be going to Camp Edwards September 8-
10 for a retreat to get to know one another better, participate 
in outdoor recreation activities, and plan for the coming year. 
This is our first experience doing this, so we're excited!
   The Boston Bound Babes had a successful trip to Boston 
to see some historic UU sites, tour the Unitarian Universalist 
Service Committee (UUSC), and do some fun stuff. Look for 
their article in the next newsletter.
   Registration for the program will be September 10, 17 and 
24. Just look for our table. The tuition is $15/child for the 
year. You will be able to pick up a copy of  the prospectus 
and ask questions, both before and after the services on 
those Sundays.
   Here is what is happening in religious education this 
month:
September 10 Welcome Sunday/Intergenerational
September 17 Beginning of  religious education classes
                       Teacher   Lunch and Orientation at 12:30pm
September 24 Prairie Seed Collecting,  all classes

                     In Faith,
                     Kathy Underwood

Kathy Underwood
Director of  Religious Education

Fairgoers Energized !   by Joe Masonick

Hopeful…    Inspiring…     Educational…
These were some of  the reactions voiced by members 
and friends of  UUCE who attended the annual fair of  
the Illinois Renewable Energy Association held in 
Oregon, IL, on August 12 and 13.

The fair consisted of  numerous workshops, speakers, 
and exhibits focusing on renewable energy sources 
such as solar, wind, ground source heat, and alternative 
fueled vehicles such as electric, hybrid, and biodiesel 

One of  the workshops on photo voltaics (PVs) felt 
especially hopeful.  The presenter explained how PVs 
change sunlight into electricity.  He also displayed 
graphs showing how PVs are becoming more 
competitive with conventional sources of electrical 
energy.

In another workshop called “The Heart of  
Sustainability”, Bill Wilson gave an inspiring talk about 
the challenges and rewards of  living in an intentional 
community.  Bill may speak at our church later this year. 

Keynote speakers representing the state governments 
of  Illinois and Michigan described progress being 
made in both states in the use of  alternative and 
renewable energy, increasing energy efficiency, and 
Illinois' Sustainable Energy Plan.

Other educational workshops and exhibits highlighted 
bread baked in solar ovens, solar powered attic fans, 
wind turbines, and vehicles that use alternative fuels.  A 
woman had a car that ran on cooking oil!   Local 
environmental organizations were represented, 
including Gary Swick of  Friends of  the Fox River.  
You could also buy fresh organic produce, native 
perennial plants, and Earth-friendly cleaning products.

In one demonstration, a bicycle-powered generator 
illustrated the dramatic difference between the energy 
required to illuminate compact fluorescent light bulbs 
(CFLs) and incandescent light bulbs.  Converting to 
CFLs is one of  the easiest ways for us to conserve 
electricity.

It was a beautiful summer day in the country with 
good friends, tasty food, and a smorgasbord of  energy 
options! 

For more information, go to www.illinoisrenew.org/

A lay professional who dedicated her life to 
religious education. She helped update UU 
Sunday School Materials and consulted with 
UU Churches across North America.
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I write this in mid—August when it 
is still hot and muggy, the cicadas 
sing with fervor, and I have 
thoroughly forgotten what it is like 
to be cold.  Yet even so, I see the 
smallest little bit of  red in some 
maple trees, and I know these days 
are passing. While I am always sad to 

see summer go, I am grateful for the 
new things that emerge in late summer and early fall: school 
starts up, the crisp fall weather, the abundant harvest.  One 
important event every fall for us at UUCE is the 
reinvigoration of  the church as we gather again for another 
year together of  understanding, inspiration, knowledge, and 
community.  

One of  the best experiences I had at General Assembly 
in St. Louis this past June was a workshop called Welcoming 
the Stranger.   The presenter challenged us to look at how 
we spend coffee hour and greet new people and to 
purposefully reach out to others in a deeper way.  It was 
about talking about meaningful topics rather than small talk 
or church business. The presenter felt that it is essential that 
we talk with and listen to people to find out who they really 
are, not who we think they are, and that we do this with 
those we know as much as with those whom we don't. As 
you might imagine, this requires that we get out of  our 
comfort zone, but all growth and change seems to require 
this.  The challenge is also where the benefits lie.  We will 
not grow as people—or as a church in terms of  depth and 
community  unless we are willing to stretch beyond what is 
comfortable.  

Being a shy person, I am very reluctant to talk with 
strangers and feel lots of  anxiety about it.  It isn't hard for 
me to see the edge of  my comfort zone approaching! But 
this workshop showed me that I am not reluctant to engage 
on questions or topics that reveal our deeper selves. That is 
actually the contact that I crave and am most nurtured by.  
So I am ready to do the stretch. It is my hope this year that 
as a church and as individuals we begin this looking deeper.  
I believe that it is exactly this that will give us the significant 
community and connection that I believe we all seek and 
want to nurture.  So let's talk about dreams, that something 
you've always wanted to do and haven't done yet, what 
regrets stay with you, who is your hero/ine, what UUism 
means to us, what inspires us. Sounds like lots of good rich 
and enriching conversation to me. Sounds like “radical 
hospitality”, too.  Let's do it sometime soon.

                                                         Lydia 

 1     Stan Forrester
 2     Susan Anderson
 7     Janeen Vanko
10    Andy Carey
10    Trent Sherrell
10    Anne Ward
12    Anna Navadomskis

18    Brandi Thompson 
19     Mackensie Freeman
21     Venita Larson
22     Ann Kremer
23     Jim Porter
26     Abigail Anderson 
29     Kevin Ridley

Lydia Larrabee
Board President

Kudos to:
KUDOS: To Trisha Dean and 
Babette Colburn for serving on the 
RE Council. All of  our RE teachers 
from this semester: Katherine Brosier, 
Chris Davis, Trisha Dean, Noreen 
Halberstadt, Jim Hermann, Doug 
Pratt, Sandy Russel, Andrea 
Schmidlin, Kristy Shanahan, Brandi Talaga, Janeen 
Vanko, Kevin Webster. To Dan Hislip, Bob Sandidge, 
and Anne Ward for teaching Adult Sunday School. To 
Mila Brinker and Stan Forrester for teaching OWL this 
year. To the teacher Assistants: Kim Cecil, Sharon 
Fincher, Stan Forrester, Laurie Kiesewetter, Chris 
Leyba, Stacey Reynolds, Louette Rogers, Todd 
Underwood. .

BOOK GROUP
You are warmly invited to join the members of the Book 
Group at any of  their upcoming meetings, which begin at 
7:00 p.m.
                   September 22 - “March” by Geraldine Brooks
                        At the home of  Jackie VanDeWarker
                   October 27 - “I Love You Like A Tomato”
                        by Marie Giordano. Place to be announced.
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strangers and feel lots of  anxiety about it.  It isn't hard for 
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So I am ready to do the stretch. It is my hope this year that 
as a church and as individuals we begin this looking deeper.  
I believe that it is exactly this that will give us the significant 
community and connection that I believe we all seek and 
want to nurture.  So let's talk about dreams, that something 
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Helping the Care Team
How can you help? Would you be willing to help out if  called by 
your Care Team neighborhood coordinator? You might be asked 
to deliver a plant or food to someone in your area. Members of  
the team will have a table with a sign up sheet after church starting 
in September on the first Sunday of  the church year

The Care Team is dedicated to coordinating the church's efforts in 
caring for our members at significant and/or vulnerable times in 
their lives. The team acknowledges these occasions with plants, 
flowers or cards, and provides support and assistance in times of  
need such as meals, childcare, transportation etc.  The team also 
oversees the loan of  medical equipment to members and friends 
of  the church.  The members of  the Care Team include Henny 
DuBois, Marilyn Hendry, Alice Macy, Pat Pecho, Louette Rogers, 
Bonnie Schwank and Shirley Wolin, team leader.  Please stop by 
and volunteer to help your neighbors. 


