The Unitarian Universalist Church of Elgin

UNICHORD

September, 2007

A Festival of Information & Ideas for Sustainable Living
Community Conference

Prairie Fest this year takes on the topic
of sustainable living. Sustainable living UUCE 9 9
is a dynamic and multi-dimensional
challenge for most of us, in part
because sustainability is the very fabric
of our lives. It is not something we put

on top of the way we are living or a (4
patch here and there. Sustainable living NV
is about changing long term A

assumptions and habits. It's about re-
thinking and re-doing. It's about Saturda , September 29, 2007

revising our definitions of quality of

life and expanding them to include the Debra Shore, EnVirOnmental -' /
e b s amer Activist and Metropolitan Y. /
something we ean do for another. 12\ ater Reclamation Dist. Commissioner,
e i Keynote Speaker at Prairie Fest 2007

and practices into our own lives.

Prairie Fest '07 is full of just the practical and applicable information you need to gain more traction in your own sustainable living
program. Debra Shore, Commissioner of the Metropolitan Water Reclamation District, tells us how to “Treat Water Like a
Resource, Not as Waste” in her Keynote address. Bill Sweitzer of Crystal Lake, a presenter trained by Al Gore, will present live: An
Inconvenient Truth, the computer slide program. Workshops throughout the day will cover urban permaculture, organic
gardening, geothermal energy, fair trade. A UU Melissa Taylor comes from Racine to introduce a community action program for
helping you and your neighbors organize a group to work on sustainability in your home and neighborhood. Information booths
from Kane County Forest Preserve District, Nature's Way Organics, Friends of the Fox River, Bluff Spring Fen/Trout Park, Kane
DuPage Soil & Water Conservation District, Illinois Environmental Council, and Earth Share of Illinois will also provide education
and information on the work they are doing to address sustainability in our natural world.

Throughout the day there are different films each hour in the Sofa Lounge Theater. A special “Global Changes” program for
children will run all day. Games and fun and information will get them involved and excited about these issues that will be of major
concern to them as they go forward in life.

The Prairie Fest Team has put together a “Healthy Food” lunch to support the overall theme of sustainable living. For only $6,
attendees will enjoy a wholesome lunch of all natural (organic where possible) ingredients sumptuously and carefully hand prepared
by Prairie Fest team members. Baked goods and treats donated by UUCE community members will also be available for sale during

the event.
¥ NCIDE | Living harmoniously is a very big aspiration. As Unitarian Universalists we understand the complexity
2 From the Minicter of not only bringing harmony among people but also understand the importance of harmony among
all things in our natural world. Prairie Fest is our small effort to address these complex issues - a place
2 Qundaye to get the conversation going and to further it where it is already going. Please commit yourself right
9 Calendar now to giving this Prairie Fest your full support by promoting it to friends, family, associates,

neighbors, and by volunteering to help and to attend. Come to learn more and to engage and support
all who are doing this vitally important work. Fest is short for Festival. Come and celebrate Ideas and
Information for Sustainable Living at Prairie Fest '07. There is no charge to attend.
www.uucePrairieFest.com for the latest information.
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From the Minicter

i

Rev. Dan Brosier

Summer is drawing to a close and a new church year is
gathering momentum. As | sit in this confluence of time, energy
and perspective the notion of gratitude repeatedly comes to mind.
| wish to begin this church year from a place of thank-full-ness.
One can never go wrong living from this perspective. It is the
essential ingredient for a life well lived, happiness, satisfaction,

and the spiritual path. It is incredible how gratitude has the power

to transform our consciousness. We receive so many gifts through
the everyday—the light from sunrises and sunsets, blue herons, the
sound of bull frogs, cool sweet melon, grape tomatoes fresh from
the garden, masses of Black-eyed Susans, and time with family
and friends. We are surrounded by the miraculous. Even when

holding the realities and pain of loss or illness the human spirit can
still thrive when it can appreciate the blessings that have also come

its way. Taking time to nurture gratitude makes all the difference.

So seriously slow down—better yet—stop and take a few

moments each day to think of the things for which you are grateful.

This is often a very busy time in the year—a great time to develop
such a practice. Get in the habit of doing so once or more a day.
You will be amazed at the difference it makes.

Do

Member Pledges—2007-2008 Fiscal Year
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The 2007-2008 budget calls for $137,367 in pledges.
Four months’ worth of this figure is $45,743.

Questions? Contact your Finance Coordinator, Alice Macy:.

2 847.888.0668

Month of Sundayg

September

Last Summer Service Begins at 9:45
2 The Power of Forgiveness
Today we will explore the influence and power

forgiveness can have in our everyday lives. Service led
by Elise Wall

First Fall Service 10:45AM

9 Water Communion

On this Sunday a new church year begins, the summer
dispersion ends, and the community gathers in larger
numbers. On this Sunday we will hold our second annual
water communion when we celebrate the gifts that
community offers. Members and friends are encouraged
to bring a small amount of water from a place that has
meaning to them. This water can actually come from that
place, or you can use tap water as a stand in. During the
service we will collect the water in a common vessel and
share some of what it means. Service led by the Rev. Dan
Brosier.

16 Our Chosen Faith

What are the values and ideas that define Unitarian
Universalism, and what does it mean to a UU to live faith--
fully2 Service led by the Rev. Dan Brosier.

23 Atonement and Being At One

Inspired by the wisdom of the Jewish holy day Yom Kippur,
we examine our need for atonement and reconciliation.
Service led by the Rev. Dan Brosier.

30 Subjective Well-Being (Happiness)
What is happiness2 How do we increase it in our
lives2 Service led by the Rev. Dan Brosier.

Services 10:45 A.M.
Fellowship & Coffee Following
Childcare Available

.

Wheel of Life

We are saddened by the news of the death of
Laurie Kiesewetter’s brother, who died in an airplane
accident.

We are saddened by the news of the death of
Beth Cooper-Zobott's father.




UUCE Calendar

Coptember

(
Sunday 2nd
9:45 AM - Worship Service

Wednesday 5th
10:30 AM - Executive Team Meeting
7:00 PM - Spiritual Inquiry Covenant Group - 301
7:00 PM - Committee on the Ministry

Saturday 8th
9:00 AM - Board and Vision Mission Task Force
1:00 PM - R.E. Teacher Orientation
4:00 PM - High School Youth Retreat (Lock In)

SUNDAY 9th
9:15 AM - Adult Spirituality - Coffee & Continental
9:30 AM - Building Your Own Theology - 301
9:30 AM - Our Seven UU Principles - 302
10:45 AM Worship Service

Tuesday 11th
7:00 PM - Covenant Group - off site

Wednesday 12th
7:00 PM - Barn Bells
7:00 PM - Finance Committee

Thursday 13th
11:30 AM - Care Team

SUNDAY 16
9:00 AM - Bells
9:15 AM - Adult Spirituality - Coffee & Continental
9:30 AM - Building Your Own Theology - 301
9:30 AM - Our Seven UU Principles - 302
10:45 AM - Worship Service
12:30 PM - R.E. Parent Orientation - 302

Wednesday 19th
10:30 AM - Executive Team Meeting
7:00 PM - Barn Bells
7:00 PM - Spiritual Inquiry Covenant Group - 301

Lighting this chalice, we
invoke the presence of Love
in our hearts, to share it
today among us and then
spread it to the world.
Therefore, let nobody feel a
stranger in this circle and may all feel

welcome.
—the Sociedad Unitaria Universalista de Espafia

Thursday 20th
7:00 PM - Board Meeting - FH

Friday 21st
7:00 PM - Book Group - Off Site

SUNDAY 23rd
9:00 AM - Bells
9:15 AM - Adult Spirituality - Coffee & Continental
9:30 AM - Building Your Own Theology - 301
9:30 AM - Our Seven UU Principles - 302
10:45 AM - Worship Service
5:00 PM - Autumn Equinox Celebration - FH

OCTOBER UNICHORD NEWS DUE
Newsletter@uuce.org

Tuesday 25th
7:00 PM - Covenant Group - Off Site

Wednesday 26th
7:00 PM - Women'’s Spirituality - 301
7:00 PM - Barn Bells

Friday 29th
Prairie Fest Set-up

Saturday 29th
8:30 - 4:30 Prairie Fest

SUNDAY 30th
9:00 AM - Bells
9:15 AM - Adult Spirituality - Coffee & Continental
9:30 AM - Building Your Own Theology - 301
9:30 AM - Our Seven UU Principles - 302
10:45 AM - Worship Service
12:30 PM - Social Action Planning Meeting - 301

\ _/

www.uuce.org
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Noewe & Announcemente

Our Faith in Action

“Believing in the inherent worth of each person, our
mutual interdependency, and the need fo create a world in
which each person has the opportunity to flourish, Unitarian
Universalism is deeply rooted in social justice as a direct
expression of our faith." (from the UUA.org web site)

Mark your calendar for Sunday, Sept. 30th as we
begin our 2007-08 Social Action planning. All are
encouraged fo participate in this brainstorming session, no
matter what your prior level of involvement. We would like to
confirm plans for ongoing programming, as well as to hear

your ideas for new, exciting Social Action programs at
UUCE. Areas of focus could include:

e Anti-Racism and Anti-Oppression Programs

e Peace & Non-Violence

e Hunger/Homelessness

e Animal Rights

e Child Welfare

e Socially Responsible Investing (i.e., Village Bank)

e Environmental (e.g., The Green Sanctuary program)
e Women's Issues

e Advocacy & Witness

We will meet in Room 301. Lunch will be provided. If you
have questions, please contact Andrea Schmidlin.

~

New U

The New U program is a two-session workshop
designed to give people new to Unitarian Universalism some
basic information about the faith and this church in
particular. The program is facilitated by the chair of the
Membership Committee, Pat Pecho, and the minister, Dan
Brosier. The next session will begin on Sunday October 21
at 12:30 following the service. The second session will be the
following Sunday at the same time. All interested in learning
a bit more about UUism are encouraged to attend. A light
snack will be provided. If you are interested please sign up
on the designated clipboard in the Fellowship Hall. If you
would like childcare please indicate so on the sign-up sheet
by October 14. If you have any questions call Dan Brosier at
the church. ~

*Sermons, Sermons, Sermons and More Sermons*

Our minister, Dan Brosier, writes really good sermons and for years I've
been trying to get him to write a book. But he doesn’t. He doesn’t have
the time, he says. So | asked permission to print copies of some of his
sermons and put them in the library for members and friends to read.
"Sure", he said. Before | knew it | had a CD with several hundred
sermons. How do you choose which to use: by year, by subject, by
month, by what moved me2 They all move me, so | settled on by month.
Maybe ten or twelve no, too many. Try 5 to begin. And try one folder a
month. So, in September the library will have a folder with sermons
presented in five different Septembers. And in October, five October
sermons, efc. We'll see how it goes. It's possible fo print more copies.
Just ask. Jackie Van De Warker, Library

847.888.0668

Women Cooking For Women
Please join us after church
(12:30) on Sept. 23rd in Room 301 to
discuss and plan the topics for this year’s
"Women Cooking For Women" programs.

Ring In The New Church Year

Rehearsals for the adult handbell choir, The
Unichords, begin September 9th at 9AM. Barn Bells
rehearsals begin September 12th at 7PM. The first Sunday
that we ring for a service will be September 30th.

New ringers are always needed and wanted. Call
Margot Cusimano to arrange some private lessons on How
To Ring A Bell. You can then jump right into an existing
choir.

~

2007 Day of Caring Project

Please join us for a Day of Caring, on September 7,
2007, supporting the Larkin Center. The project is called, "Design
on a Dime". Prior to Sept. 7th, we will need donations of items to
"make this house a home", including:

e fancy house numbers (510)
e anew mailbox

e new or gently used love seat
o four "generic" wall hangings

o $5 fast food coupons for each of the eight residential
clients

e cleaning supplies (disinfectant, window cleaner, paper
towels, efc.)

e flower baskets designed to hand over wrought iron
railing

e autumn flowers

We will also need folks to help install items at the house on Sept.
7th. If you can help in any way, please contact Bob or Anne
Bedard.

Financial Secretary Opportunity

One of the key volunteer positions in our church community is the
Financial Secretary. This person is responsible for the
bookkeeping functions and the integrity of the data that is
managed in QuickBooks. Our current Financial Secretary’s term
ends in July 2008 and we have begun the process of finding his
successor. The term of office is 3 years. If you have experience
with QuickBooks (or are willing to learn QB) or know of someone
in our church who does please contact Joe Masonick.




Religioue Education

Kathy Underwood
Director of
Religions Education

Another summer is gone; the wheel keeps on turning.
School has started, promising another year of discovery for
many. Here at UUCE the usual start-up excitement can be felt
too. The year promises new adventures and experiences!

This year, our focus in the religious education program
is on our Jewish and Christian Heritage. For those of you who
may not know, we have a three-year rotation of themes, also
known as pillars. The other two are World Religions and
Unitarian Universalist Identity. Since our young people are
grouped into three year age ranges, they will experience and
learn about each of these three themes within each age group
over the course of three years. Ideally, they would be involved
in the program throughout their growing years and benefit from
looking at each of these pillars in more depth as they mature.

We will start off the year on September 16 with games
for group building and getting to know each other. Following
the service, all ages are invited to Room 301 for a special
program to kick-off our Chalice Circle program. This new
program will give young people ways to learn and use tools in
finding their spiritual path. This is an opportunity for adults in
particular to see what the young people will be experiencing the
first Sunday of the month during the year, and to get
information on the logistics of the program.

From September 9 through 23, the Religious Education
Council will be holding registration for the year. There will be
copies of the curricula we will be using for you to browse, as
well as our prospectus. There is a suggested donation of $15
per child.

On September 8, all high school youth are invited to a
campr-in at the church. They will be choosing their activities for
the year as well as having a lot of fun.

This year, we are hoping to increase young folks’
involvement in the church community by helping with greeting,
coffee/snacks, planning the Chalice Circles with me, helping
with the offering, lighting the chalice in the services, etc. They
love doing these “little” things, and we hope you support them
when they want to.

In Faith,

Kaﬂ'ﬁy_ Underwood

Religious Education

September 9 Welcoming Sunday All-Ages Worship

September 16 Opening Day- classes begin
Chalice Circle Orientation at 12:30pm

September 23 Preschool: “I Am Special”
K-2": Ingathering
3“-5": Introduction to the Bible
6"-8": The Bible
High School: Topics chosen at camp-in

September 30 Preschool: “I Have Two Hands”
K-2: Shabbat and Sabbath
3°-5" Founders of Our Faith
6"-8": Noah

High School: Topics chosen at camp-in

Adult Spirituality Schedule - 3rd Floor

The adult spirituality program is for all seekers who want to
learn and share together each week. Topics change
throughout the year. Some require registration but each
Sunday there is always a session open to guests and members
without registration.
- Starting September 9th

9:15 - Coffee and Continental
9:30 - Build Your Own Theology - 12 sessions

- Kathy Hislip & Andrea Schmidlin
9:30 - Our Seven UU Principles - Dan Hislip
See the complete list of Adult Spirituality Programs in the on-
line Unichord - www.uuce.org. For more information:

BobS@NewlUU.com

"Self-actualizing people have a deep feeling of identification,
sympathy, and affection for human beings in general. They feel
kinship and connection, as if all people were members of a single
family."

~ Abraham Maslow, 20th century humanistic psychologist

Qummer Who Am [ ic Publicher Frank Gannett

www.uuce.org 5




Newe & Announcemente

CIRCLE SUPPERS

From October thru April (omit December), members and

friends meet once a month in groups of six to eight for an evening
of shared good food and sparkling conversation. Guests bring a
dish to the home of the host, who plans the menu and prepares
the main dish. We alternate hosting. Participants can be ‘regular’
or ‘alternate.” An alternate does not host, but is invited as a guest
if a regular is not available.

We had an amazing amount of participation last year
and are hoping to match it this year. Our goal this season is to
have at least 24 hosting units. A hosting unit is a single person or
a couple serving as host once (sometimes more) each season.
The plan is fo have a kick-off potluck on October 20" at 6:00.
We will then have group dinners in November, January,
February, March, and April with a possibility of an end-of-the
year potluck in May. Suppers have usually been planned for the
third Saturday, but that is NOT in concrete, so please sign up
regardless of other plans or commitments you may have. Hosts
and guests are, after all, flexible UUs! And please do let me
know if there is something keeping you from participating and
we'll see what we can do to work around it!

Sign up on the clip board in Fellowship Hall (starting
September first) or contact Sharon Fincher at 815.444.9996 or
aerynrocks@yahoo.com. Deadline for sign up is MONDAY,
OCTORBER 1st.

See you at the dinner table!

~

High School Youth Have Big Plans
The UUCE H.S. Youth Ministry is rocking & rolling for
07-08! Over the summer, the youth participated in a very

successful Soup Kitchen "Birthday Party" event, and the
Schmidlins hosted a bonfire party where the youth were invited to
give their input fo the Vision/Mission Task Force. Next up is the
Second Annual Youth Retreat on Sept. 8 & 9. The youth will be
spending the night at the church reconnecting and planning for
the upcoming church year. Some of the possibilities for this year
include attending District Wide Youth Conferences, planning a
Sunday morning Worship Service, Social Action activities (such
as Adopt-a-Highway, Soup Kitchen, Bowl-a-Thon, etc.), and
continuing on our spiritual journeys.

We appreciate the support that has been provided to the
youth in the past, and would like to ask for some assistance for
this year’s programs. For the retreat, our "wish list" includes:
salad for dinner, snacks & treats, and makings for $’Mores. To
make our year successful, we would gratefully accept donations
of "gift" cards for gas & groceries (to help us to be able to attend
District Cons). Contact Andrea Schmidlin if you can help.

847.888.0668

BOOK GROUP

You are warmly invited to join the members of the Book
Group at any of the upcoming meetings, which begin at
7:00 p.m.

Sept. 21 - "Digging to America” by Anne Tyler
At the home of Shirley Wolin

Oct. 26 - "The Omnivore’s Dilemma” by Michael Pollan
At the home of Jackie VanDeWarker

Make Up for Lost Time

We need to go wild on our first Pantry Sunday,
September 9th, to make up for not making donations during the
summer for the All People’s Inter-Faith Pantry. Please deposit your
generous gifts of non-perishable food, baby items and toiletries in
the large blue bin in our Fellowship Hall.

The Pantry always has a need for breakfast cereals,
juice, powdered milk, canned meaits, jelly, peanut butter, dish
detergent and face soap. As always, your donations are welcome
anytime during the month.

UUCE VILLAGE BANK

Our Village Bank in Haiti is up and running. FINCA
reports that our sponsorship check arrived, and we will be getting
our orientation packet within the next several weeks. The
orientation packet will include information on the village, the
clients, the micro-loans and the types of businesses financed.
Because of the generosity of this congregation we have close to
$3000 in our Village Banking fund. Those interested will have an
opportunity to discuss where our next bank will be located and
ways to raise the $2000 needed for our second Village Bank.
Once again thank you to all who participated in sponsoring our
first Village Bank.

Autumn Equinox Outdoor Ritual & Potluck in
the Fellowship Hall - Sunday September 23rd

This is the 2nd traditional pagan celebration of the
Harvest season. The corn and apples are ripe and sweet.
And, it's time to make corn relish and apple cider. We
mark the end of Summer and the beginning of the Fall
season at the time of the Autumnal Equinox. An equinox
only comes twice a year and it is a day of balance between
the seasons. And, between the time of light and the time of
dark because it is a day of equal light and dark. Six months
of days longer than the nights will end... the light half of the
year will end. Six months of nights longer than the days will
begin... the dark half of the year will begin. ctd.>



Praecident’e Reflectione

Lydia Iarrabee
Board President

| want to wish a very hearty welcome back to everyone
as we re-energize and regroup for the upcoming church year. |
see many wonderful events and developments coming up this
year for the church and | invite you to participate in whatever
activities inspire you.

This is not an exhaustive list, but | am looking forward to the
completed vision and mission being developed by the church. At
that point the Board will establish the major goals and results that
will inform the strategic planning process this year. In addition,
we will run the re-imagined Prairie Fest focusing on sustainability
workshops that looks very exciting. There are the new Adult
Spirituality workshops and drop-ins, both on Sunday morning
and during the week, along with all the many continuing
covenant groups, social action efforts and social groups. We will
have our regular Sunday services, Religious Education, and the
continued efforts and contributions of those serving on all the
teams that help keep the church running and thriving through the
year. Suffice it to say that after a summer break, there is much
energy and power in our coming together again to work and

play.

Welcome back and I look forward to seeing everyone at our first
regular service on September 9" and beyond.

L’ypﬁa

ctd. from previous page>

We will celebrate the abundance in our lives
represented by a bountiful seasonal harvest (and potluck
feast) and give thanks. We will bid farewell to the days of
light and outdoor activity and welcome the longer nights of
contemplation and creativity to come indoors as the wheel
turns ever onwards towards the final Harvest to come in

October as the days become ever shorter. Direct questions
and RSVPs to Sandy Russel.

fKudos to:

Q/\ila Brinker, Ron Williams, and Anne Bedard

Jim Bottino for fixing the server
which backs-up and protects the
church's computers. Bob Bedard
for painting the front doors. Joe
Masonick, Todd Underwood and
Andy Carey for dealing with water

in the crawl space. Norm Wilkinson for donating a
new riding lawnmower. And to all who helped with
All Church Clean Up - Kathy and Dan Hislip, Sandy
and Phil Webster, Andrea Schmidlin, Chris Bronstein,
Chris Davis, Pat Pecho, Jennifer and Stephen Day,
Bob Jackson, Alice Macy, Doug Pratt, Dan Brosier,

J

If man is not to stifle his human feelings, he must practice kindness
towards animals, for he who is cruel to animals becomes hard also
in his dealings with men. We can judge the heart of a man by his
treatment of animals.

- Immanuel Kant (1724 - 1804)

( Wauyce to Be in Touch )

Church Office 847.888.0668
Web site Www.uuce.org
PodCast uuce.libsyn.com

uuce.org/event-scheduling.html
newsletter@uuce.org

Schedule an event
Newsletter submissions
Board President: Lydia Larrabee

Newsletter Editor:

Bob Sandidge Newsletter@uuce.org 847.854.1111

Due Dates
Order of Service Wednesday PM
\UNICHORD NEWS DUE Third Sunday )

September Birthdaye

1 Stan Forrester 18 Beth Cooper-Zobott
2 Susan Anderson, 21 Venita Larson

7 Janeen Vanko 22 Ann Kremer

9 Scott McTague 23 Jim Porter

10 Andy Carey 25 Kristin Wachholder
10 Anne Ward 26 Abigail Anderson
13 Tony Dean 27 Diana Jyoti

12 Anna Navadomskis 29 Kevin Ridley

12 Jane Holish 30 Jen Smith

18 Brandi Thompson
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