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UNICHORD

The world has changed since the first Prairie Fest five seasons
ago. We wanted to celebrate and share our new Prairie
Cathedral and Prairie grounds with our community. And that
we did. But the world has changed. We still want to share our
wonderful spiritual home with others and to focus attention on
our beautiful Prairie surround. And that we will do again this
year. The changes in the world are bigger than all of us. And
are having a greater impact than most of us realize. It is
blowing in the wind all right. And that wind is calling all of us
to learn to live more sustainably. That’s not news to many of
our members but even those of us who got the message of
conscious living some time ago are still learning how little we
know about sustainable living. And how challenging it is to do.
Some things don’t change.

This fifth Prairie Fest is focusing on Sustainable Living. We're
inviting the community and we’re inviting our members to
spend just one day, in fact, part of one day to learn more about
how we can live more consciously and what it is going to take
to really live sustainably. From all the indications, to not take
heed and make the changes we need to make in the way we
live is surely going to make life on the planet very challenging,
perhaps impossible. I have no doubt that if I could show
everyone what was going to happen due to our not waking up
and changing our ways that on October 4th our building would
be overflowing with people who wanted to learn how to
“survive.” I don’t believe in living in fear. I practice informed
hope. I'm hopeful and I do my best to live in a sustainable way.
I'm not even close to where I want to be. But each day I make
progress and am hopeful that what I'm doing will make a
difference. I know it does for me.

Come to Prairie Fest. You will be surprised at what you learn.
You will be delighted with the people and ideas that you
encounter. You will find yourself inspired and challenged to
increase your expectations for yourself and your community.
You will be better prepared to meet the challenges of conscious
sustainable living.

September, 2008

A Festival of Information &
Ideas for Sustainable Living

Saturday, October 4, 2008

Unitarian Universalist Church of Elgin

The Prairie Fest team has been working for a year to define and
refine a day of workshops and information that will engage
body, mind and spirit.

Attached to this UNICHORD is a flyer with more information
and a schedule of the over 15 hours of presenters, workshops,
and movies. You'll find more information at www.uucePF.com.

The theme this year is “Green City: Building Sustainable
Community.” What we know is that there will be no truly
green cities until every member of every community is living
sustainably. At present we are very far away from that goal.
And yet we are hopeful because there are hundreds, no
hundreds of thousands, of groups working world wide to
deliver the message and to “walk the talk.” (See the Paul
Hawkin movie on www.uucePF.com). We invite you to be one
of them. We invite you to welcome your friends, family, club
members, neighbors, work associates to come to Prairie Fest.
Won'’t cost that much to get here and there is no charge for the
event and just a few dollars for healthy lunch. The take away
value of the day is beyond estimation. And we promise you a
fun day!

Come and help welcome an experienced panel of GreenCity
experts: Elgin Mayor Ed Schock, City Planner Tom Armstrong,
Green Architect Keelan Kaiser, and Jesse Elam of Chicago
Metropolitan Agency for Planning. The panel will be
moderated by Elgin City Councilman Dave Kaptain.

Over the next couple of weeks you'll be getting more details on
presenters and sessions via email. Watch the web site
www.uucePF.com for updates.

We invite your support and participation. Prairie Fest is our
service to the community and each of us is a “touch point”
to the larger community. So reach out with your
welcoming invitations.

- Bob Sandidge for your Prairie Fest Team.



From the Minicter

The shootings this summer at the
Knoxville UU Church may have a tendency to
lead some of us to hide in the obscurity that
surrounds our faith. | am going to suggest that
we resist that temptation and instead do just
the opposite. | suggest that we become more
visible. I suggest that we give people greater
opportunity to learn something about our faith.

Rev. Dan Brosier

No, | am not proposing that we go door-to-door testifying
about our faith. What | am envisioning is that we use some of the
free space we carry with us each day to let people know we exist
and some of what we stand for.  Perhaps this will lead to a
question and an opportunity to speak about what our religious
community means fo us personally.

Examples of this free space are the clothes we wear, the
vehicles we drive, and the things we carry. There are all sorts of
things you can wear in such space—pins, necklaces, T-shirts,
bumper/window decals, car magnets, and tote bags. A good
source of these can be found at uniuniques.com and http://t-
shirts.cafepress.com/uu. If you want one that originates from this
particular church community then we will have a number of items
for sale shortly.

Getting the word out about our faith is important because
our message is essential to a free society and there are thousands
of people outside our churches looking for what our faith
community offers. They need this community and this faith and
their participation will enrich our journeys as well. It is time to let
the world know that we are here to stand against the fear and let

our little light shine. bﬂ

Member Pledges—2008-2009 Fiscal Year
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The 2008-2009 budget calls for $181,020 from pledges.
Four months’ worth is $48,272.
Questions? Contact Joe Masonick, Treasuret.

2 847.888.0668

Month of Sundaye
September, 2008

7 - Water Communion

On this Sunday a new church year begins, the summer
dispersion ends, and the community gathers in larger
numbers. On this Sunday we will hold our annual water
communion when we celebrate the gifts that community
offers. Members and friends are encouraged to bring a
small amount of water from a place that has meaning to
them. This water can actually come from that place, or you
can use tap water as a stand in. During the service we will
collect the water in a common vessel and share some of
what it means. Service led by the Rev. Dan Brosier.

14 - This Little Light of Mine

Celebrating who we are and what we stand for. In the
light of the tragedies in Knoxville we need to let our little
light shine  Service led by the Rev. Dan Brosier.

21- Walk the Talk

We are all ministers and we perform ministry each time we
work to fulfill our mission and our vision. Ministry is to a
large degree not carried out by the ordained, but by each
member of the church personally and working collectively
together. Service led by the Rev. Dan Brosier.

28 - Where is God?

Many search for a spiritual connection, a sense of holiness,
and a personal relationship with the higher powers. The
challenge is figuring out what it all means and where can it
be found? Service led by the Rev. Dan Brosier.

Services 10:45 A.M.
Fellowship & Coffee Following
Childcare Available

-’

Wheel of Life
Brandi and Steve Talaga welcomed Molly Kathryn on
August, 8, 2008. She was 6 Ibs. 11o0z. Congratulations!

We are saddened by the news of the death of Gordon
James' father, Bob James. Bob, 93, served as choir
director at the UUCE for a number of years when it
was in downtown Elgin. Memorial service will be at
the Pinerest Home in Mt. Morris, IL on Monday,
September 8 at 2 PM.

In lieu of flowers, memorial gifts may be made to
“The Good Samaritan Fund” with Bob James in the
memo line, and mailed to Pinecrest Village, 414 S.
Wesley Avenue, Mt. Morris, lllinois 61054. Please keep
Gordon, Sandy and Jeff in your thoughts.







Noewe & Announcemente

Green Corner

What is the easiest way to cut the cost of our electric
bills? By reducing the amount of electricity we consume!
Through current and future efforts to reduce our energy
consumption we save money and strengthen our
communities as we move toward a more sustainable future.
Here are upcoming opportunities to learn more about this:

* Visit the Green Sanctuary table after church on
Sunday September 7 and 14 for more information
about ways to reduce our energy consumption. Let’s
work together in this important effort to address our
economic and environmental problems.

* Commonwealth Edison is offering incentives to
reduce electricity consumption. Information about the
Elgin Community Network Program on Energy
Efficiency in existing homes will be provided on
Tuesday September 16 at 6:30 pm at the Gail Borden
Public Library in Elgin.

* Come to Prairie Fest on Saturday October 4 to
learn more about Energy Efficiency, Environmental
Legislation, and Wind and Solar Energy.

A survey of energy consumption patterns of members
of UUCE will be offered later this fall. - The Green
Sanctuary Committee

CHECK OUT YOUR LIBRARY

Your library is ready for the new fall season. There are now
over 700 books in our collection. Stop by to see them and
check out a few. Categories ranges from religion(s) (of
course), meditation, philosophy, paganism, simple living, UU
history, humanism, cooking, parenting, ecology - to anything
else that may be of help. What we don’t have are children’s
books or fiction. You can get those from the book cart in
Fellowship Hall.

Donations are gratefully accepted. When you're cleaning
out your bookcases at home, think of us. But we're picky.
We don’t need out-of-date encyclopedias or textbooks. If
what you have has helped you it will probably help someone
else. So share!

~

United Way Food Drive

Our church is participating in the city wide food drive
sponsored by the United Way of Elgin. This drive will restock
the five major food pantries in our city. Place your donation
in the labeled box located near the main entrance of the
church. Pick up is scheduled for Friday Sept. 5th. Feel free to
stop in during the week to drop off your donations.
Questions see Bob Bedard.

847.888.0668

Women Cooking For Women
Are you interested in seeing Women

Cooking For Women continue its

monthly discussions and dinners? If so,

please attend an important meeting after

church (12:30ish) on September 14th in Room 301.

The future of WCFW will be decided at this meeting.

Come with your ideas! Questions? Contact Laurie Kiesewetter.

CIRCLE SUPPER SEASON!

From October thru April, members and friends meet once a
month in groups of six to eight for an evening of shared good
food and sparkling conversation. Guests bring a dish to the
home of the host who plans the menu and prepares the main
dish. We dlternate hosting. Participants can be ‘regular’ or
‘alternate.” An alternate does not host, but is invited as a guest if
a regular is not available.

We had an amazing amount of participation last year and are
hoping to surpass it this year. Our goal this season is to have at
least 40 hosting units. A hosting unit is a single person or a
couple serving as host once (sometimes more but hopefully not)
each season. The plan is to have a kick-off potluck on October
18" at 6:00. We will then have group dinners November -
December, January, February, March, and April with a possibility
of an end of the year potluck in May. Suppers have usually been
planned for the third Saturday, but that is NOT in concrete, so
please sign up regardless of other plans or commitments you may
have. Hosts and guests are, after all, flexible UUs! And please
do let me know if there is something keeping you from
participating and we'll see what we can do to work around it!

Sign up on the clip board in Fellowship Hall (starting September
first) or contact Sharon Fincher. Deadline for sign up is

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 2%th. See you at the dinner table!

~

AN AMERICAN ICON:

UTAH’S RED ROCK CANYONLANDS

At 12:30, after the worship service, on September 28"
Clayton Baughenbaugh, Midwest Field Organizer for the Southern
Utah Wilderness Alliance, will present a program on “Wild Utah:
America’s Red Rock Wilderness”. Robert Redford narrates this multi-
media slide show documenting citizen efforts to designate public
lands in southern Utah’s spectacular canyon country as part of the
National Wilderness Preservation System. This 15-minute journey
through Red Rock splendor invigorates and motivates viewers to
participate in the movement to protect these unique lands. The entire
presentation will last about an hour.

Daughenbaugh is also the Chair of the Sierra Club’s
National Wildlands Committee and is author of “Common Sense
Democracy: How to Complete the American Revolution in Your
Neighborhood”. - Coordinated by Dan Brosier.




Religioue Education

Welcome back!

Kathy Underwood
Director of
Religions Education

| hope you found time to relax and
rejuvenate this summer!

As is typical at this time of the year,
things are a bit hectic with starting up the new church year,
getting kids ready for school, and cramming in some end-of-the-
season fun.

My good news is that we have been seeing an increase in size
of our nursery-aged members. This year, we will be splitting the
group into two: infants and toddlers. With this change, we will
be moving some of the other classes to different rooms. The
changes will be in the order of service, and teachers will escort
the young people to the appropriate rooms.

With these changes, we will also need assistants to help each
week. This is an easy way fo see what is happening in the
classroom and the program, and to get to know some of the
younger members of the congregation. The Religious Education
Council is hoping fo increase the number of people who get
involved in the program this year, and this is just one of the ways
to do so. More opportunities will be advertised throughout the
year.

Registration for the program for children and youth will take
place before and after all services in September. There is @
suggested donation of $15 per child, which goes to the
operating budget. There will be copies of the prospectus as well
as our policies to take home. Look for the table in the main
hallway outside of the kitchen.

Adult religious education does not require registration. All are
invited to gather on September 7 at 9am in room 302. The
facilitators will explain the many choices being offered this year.
Other programs will be run throughout the year on different
evenings too. These will be announced in future newsletters as
well as the order of service. If you have an idea for a workshop
or class, feel free to submit a program proposal. You can find
the form online at www.uuce.org/get-involved

All members and friends are invited to an Open Church on
October 12 from noon until 1pm. All are encouraged to stop in
each classroom and get a snack, see artwork and possibly a
drama, look at the curricula, meet the volunteers leading the
classes, and get to know others. All ages are encouraged to
come! We will meet for desserts in Fellowship Hall at 12:45pm,
where you can ask questions about the program. Hope fo see
you there!

In Faith, Kaféy_ Underwood

Wish list: Gift cards to gas stations and grocery stores for the
youth group.

A big thanks to Carl Deitrick for serving
as Financial Secretary and to Alice Macy
for serving as Financial Coordinator
during these past years. Both of their
terms recently expired. Their expertise
and dedication to the task of keeping
accurate records of the finances of UUCE
and paying our bills, taxes, and payroll is
greatly appreciated.

Sincerely - The Board of Trustees

~ :
Board of Trustees Meeting/August

The new Board met on August 21 and discussed the
following:

e Continued discussion on Board/Executive
communications and improving communication with
the congregation

e Opening on the Nominating Committee, this should
be someone with prior Board experience, to be
appointed later in the fall

e Church Performance Survey: various ways of
surveying the congregation discussed, this will be
used to evaluate the success of programs, the
minister, services, efc.

e Changes to policies: lll Governance Process, Section
C, D and F, Section L, Asset Management and Gift
Acceptance Policies. Please see approved minutes
for these changes. Other polices were reviewed and
will be considered for revision at the next meeting

e Made plans for the annual Board retreat for the
Board to craft its’ covenant, annual work plan and
calendar of Board Activities for the year

—
www.uuce.org 5







