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The Board takes a quick break during their September 27 retreat. L to R: Mila Brinker, 
Kim Cecil, Susan Stafford, Donna Askins, Joe Masonick, Dan Hislip, and Lydia Larrabee

M E E T  T H E  B O A R D
by Todd Underwood

On May 4, seven very dedicated people officially became 
our 2003-2004 Board of Trustees. With only two members 
carrying over from last year’s Board (President Kim Cecil 
and Vice-President Joe Masonick), the Board was assured 
of  getting some fresh perspectives on managing and leading 
our congregation. Let’s meet the members of the Board:

Mila Brinker, 
who joined the 
Board in March to 
fill a vacated 
position, has been a 
member of our 
congregation for 
two years. “I am 
excited about all the 
terrific people I get 
to work with... 
there are so many 
wonderful new 
things going on, it’s 
going to be a great 
year.”

Kim Cecil has 
been a member for 
five years and is 
serving her second 
year as President. “I 
am excited about so 
many things this 
church year... the 
Strategic Plan will include many of these things and the 
Board’s work on moving to a structure that better uses 
volunteer time and energy is of particular interest to me. 
Small group ministry is also a very exciting prospect for our 
community.”

Susan Stafford has been a member for seven years and 
serves as Secretary. “I decided to 
accept the nomination to the 
Board primarily because I really 
want our church and its message 
to succeed. We have a lot to offer 
the greater Elgin area, and I 
wanted to be a part of  that.”

Donna Askins joined our 
church ten years ago and is 
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serving as our Treasurer. “Our community offers rich 
opportunities for fellowship and personal growth. My 
participation in this community helps me get through the 
world, and helps me tread a bit lighter as I go. I feel concern 
though as I see a church heavily laden with committees and 
planning still more. I can’t say I’m excited about this church 
year, rather, it is something to be endured. I hate surprises, 

and from an 
administrative 
perspective, I feel 
like there are going 
to be more to come. 
I’ll do my best to 
put a good face on 
it and focus on 
serving as well as I 
can.”

Joe Masonick 
joined our church 
about fifteen years 
ago and is serving 
his first year as 
Vice-President. “I 
look forward to 
deepening 
relationships with 
old friends and 
meeting new people 
and making new 
friends as our 
church grows. I am 

looking forward to helping our church by serving on the 
Board, Green Sanctuary Committee, and the Canvass 
Committee. I am excited about being involved in a church 
where I feel I can continue to learn and grow in a nurturing 
environment.”

Dan Hislip has been a member for almost two years and 
accepted his nomination to the Board because, “I decided that 
I needed to start contributing to the fellowship since I took so 
much from it. I am excited about several new initiatives 
commencing at the church this year, including the adult 
Sunday School class, the implementation of the Strategic Plan 
and the documentation of the organization of the church by 
the Board.”

Lydia Larrabee has been a member of our church since 
Continued on page 4
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In seminary most of the 
neighboring schools were big 
enough to field basketball teams. 
The intramural program between 
seminaries was fairly competitive. 
At our UU school we maybe 
mustered enough men and women 
(the only co-ed team) to play one 
game. The result was pitiful. 

Over the years I have resigned myself to the reality that 
Unitarian Universalists can’t compete in many ways with the 
bigger faiths. There are a couple hundred thousand UUs as 
compared be to tens of millions of Catholics and millions of 
Lutherans or Baptists. The other faiths have more political 
clout, more financial clout, greater visibility, greater name 
recognition, and more competitive intramural teams. It was 
clear to me then, and this has been reinforced many times 
since, that UUs aren’t in the same league.

Then something happened last year. This UU community 
came together to support our participants in the annual 
CROP walk (which raises money to fight worldwide and local 
hunger), and this congregation of 130 raised more money 
than all but one of the other churches in Elgin. All of a 
sudden resignation was no longer justified. Working together 
we did something significant and raised more money than 
churches ten times our size. 

OK, so maybe I’m being a little weird about this—maybe 
I am driven by some pent-up frustrations from years of 
feeling marginalized and ignored. But for just once I would 
like to be (dare I say it) number one. 

Preparation for the CROP walk has begun. I invite, 
encourage, and beg us as a community to support the walk. 
This means a few of us will actually walk, but all of us can 
participate by making a financial pledge of support. 

I figure we will only get one shot at this thing. If  we pull it 
off  and take the number one spot this October, next year the 
other churches will rise to the occasion and leave us in the 
dust. But at least we will have carried the day once. 

Kevin Webster is heading up our efforts again this year. 
The walk is October 19. Look for the pledge sheets after the 
upcoming services, and/or drop a check in the offering 
basket made out to CROP Walk.

And remember before going out there, let's win this one 
for the Gipper—or Olympia Brown—or Whitney 
Young—or Ralph Waldo Emerson. (Emerson played 
basketball at Harvard I think).

From the
 Minister

Rev. Dan Brosier
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TENDING OUR COMMUNITY
How to get involved at UUCE:
! Come to Fellowship Hour after church. Introduce yourself to 

someone and tell them what brought you to this church. You 
may be surprised how much the two of you have in common.

! Go to one of the events listed in the Unichord, or in the booklet 
“Things to Do at UUCE”. Some of  the events require 
registration, but don't let being new to our church stop you from 
signing up and participating. The sign-up sheets are located at 
the back table in the Fellowship Hall downstairs.

! Families may want to sign up to attend one of  our special Family 
Activities offered periodically. The next family activity will be the 
UUCE First Annual Family Campout on October 4 at the 
Buffalo Park Forest Preserve on the shore of the Fox River, 
south of Algonquin off of  Route 31. Even if you can’t camp 
out that night you are welcome to come for the afternoon or 
evening fun. Contact Debbie Prebys.

! Sign up to attend the next New UU classes to be held October 
19 and 26. Here you will not only learn about Unitarian 
Universalism and UUCE, you will also meet other new people. 
Call Dan Brosier for details at 847-888-0668.

! Sign up to be a substitute or alternate host for Circle Suppers. 
These monthly dinners in member homes are a wonderful way 
to get acquainted. Contact Dennis or Bonnie Schwank.

! Volunteer to help out in some small way at the church. We are 
always looking for people to help out as greeters, coffee makers, 
RE classroom, garden or building maintenance assistants, or to 
help at special events. Contact me, Linda Porter, if  you are 
interested in helping out. It’s a great way to get involved.

! There are always interesting discussions and learning 
opportunities going on at UUCE. Book group, covenant groups, 
adult spirituality classes… all are open to new and experienced 
friends and members. Please join us—you are always welcome.

Linda Porter
Community Development and Growth Coordinator.

The 2003-2004 budget calls for $102,750 in pledges; five 
months’ worth of this figure is $42,813.  Questions?  Contact 
your friendly local treasurer, Donna Askins, at 
treasurer@uuce.org.

Member Pledges—Year to Date

Budgeted
$42,813

Actual
$41,926
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Announcements

WHEEL OF LIFE
We are saddened by the news of the sudden death of Ruth 
Gnuechel’s father. We hold their family in our thoughts.

MUSICAL OUTING PLANNED
Spend an evening listening to great music and support two local 
institutions. The Elgin Area Historical Society is hosting a Brass 
Band Concert on October 11 at Elgin’s First Congregational 
Church. The show, performed by the Illinois Brass Band, begins 
at 7pm and features music originally played by the Elgin National 
Watch Company Band. The Illinois Brass Band is directed by 
Peter Lipari, Musical Director for the Wheaton Symphony 
Orchestra and the West Suburban Symphony Orchestra. He is 
also the principal guest conductor for the London Gala 
Orchestra in the UK.
David Briggs and Alice Macy have purchased a block of 20 
tickets and donated them to UUCE. Just pay the face value of 
the ticket and all proceeds will go to UUCE. Tickets are $10.00 
for adults and $8.00 for students. We’ll meet in front of the First 
Congregational Church of Elgin at 6:45 and have coffee 
afterwards. The address is 256 E. Chicago Street in downtown 
Elgin. See David Briggs or Alice Macy for further details.

BOOK GROUP

NEW MEMBER
In September, Pat Pecho signed the membership book. We 
welcome her into the community!

You are warmly invited to join the members of the Book Group 
at any of their upcoming meetings, which begin at 7:00 pm.

October 24 - “Empire Falls” by Richard Russo.
At the home of Helen Maxwell.

November 21 - “East of Eden” by John Steinbeck.
At the home of Pat Pecho.

OSTEOPOROSIS SCREENING
The Kane County Health Department is offering an educational 
session for women followed by a free heel screening at our 
church after the service on October 26 in room 203. All those 
interested are invited to attend. Please indicate your interest by 
signing up on the clipboard in the Fellowship Hall. If you have 
any questions, contact Dan Brosier.

CARE TEAM
The Care Team has placed in the church library some resource 
materials on how to help at times of serious illness or 
bereavement. The materials can be found in two white loose-leaf 
notebooks, one of which may be checked out for a week, the 
other to remain in the library.
The articles are titled: “Being There: How to Help a Dying 
Friend”; “Bereavement: Five Tips for Helping Others”; “24 
Practical Tips to Help Those Facing a Serious Illness”; “Grief 
and Fear: Help with Facing Death”; “Gone From My sight: The 
Dying Experience”.
Questions?  Call Alice Macy.

Kudos to:
Kathy Underwood for  many hours 
of  labor weeding the labyrinth and 
liberating it from crab grass; Andy 
Carey for fixing the play structure; 
Dotty Carringi and Mike Moutrie 
for painting the back doors; Eric 
Prebys for finishing the trim in the 
entry way; all of the adults who 
helped with the multi-age programs 
in R.E. and the kids who made the 
stepping stones; Pat Pecho for 
agreeing to be a co-financial secretary with Betsi Waldron.

LET’S ALL GIVE
We had a tremendous contribution to the All Peoples Inter-Faith 
Pantry last month. This was due to a great extent to one person’s 
very generous donation. It almost seemed like this individual 
cleared the shelves at Sam’s Club. We can have another 
exceptional contribution to the Food Pantry this month if each 
of  us brings a few non-perishable food items or toiletries on 
Pantry Sunday, October 5. Remember your donations are 
welcome any time during the month. At this time the Food 
Pantry needs canned meats, juice and packaged meals, such as 
Hamburger Helper.

BUDDHIST MEDIT ATION GR OUP
The Buddhist Meditation Group will not continue at UUCE. 
Instead, members will practice sitting and walking meditation in 
the tradition of Thich Nhat Hanh with the Awakening Heart 
Sangha in Bartlett. That group meets Mondays, 7:00 – 9:00 pm, 
at The Center, which is located in the Sisters of St. Joseph 
Convent, 801 W. Bartlett Road (.4 mile east of Rt.59.) Everyone 
is welcome. For more information contact Diana March.

QUUIL TING
We continue to sell raffle tickets for our beautiful newly-made 
Prairie Quilt. For those of you not familiar with the process of 
the raffle quilt, we pass out 30 tickets in a packet with a picture 
of  the quilt to all the members. We encourage all of you to sell 
these tickets to your friends, family and co-workers. The tickets 
are $1 apiece or six for $5. Margot Cusimano is in charge of 
passing out tickets to the members of the church. The tickets 
really sell themselves. If  you did not receive your tickets at 
church or at the Hanifls’ please contact Margot. The money 
from our sales goes into a fund set aside for a stained glass 
window for the round window in the front of the church. You 
can return the ticket stubs and money to Margot Cusimano. 
Thank you for your continued support of  this project! The 
drawing for the quilt will be on the first Sunday in December.

Month of Sundays

October

5 Sending The Goat Into The 
Desert.
This time of year the Jewish 
tradition reminds us about the 
power and necessity of atonement 
and the liberation it brings. It is an 
ancient understanding that is so 
very relevant to all people. Service 
led by the Rev. Dan Brosier.

12 This I Believe
In this service two members of 
this community will share some of 
their religious odysseys and some 
of  their present beliefs and 
perspectives. Service led by the 
Worship Committee.

19 On Sunday There Might Be 
Americans
A short story giving us a glimpse 
of  what half the world’s 
population faces. Service led by the 
Rev. Dan Brosier.

26 Preparing For Death
Traditionally this time of year as 
life retreats into its winter slumber 
people have turned their attention 
to death. In this service we explore 
some of the issues around death 
and what things we should all do 
in preparation. Service led by the 
Rev. Dan Brosier.

SERVICES BEGIN AT 10:45AM
WE LOOK FORWARD TO SEEING YOU

ADUL T SPIRITUALITY PROGRAMS
The Adult Spirituality Committee has been planning programs for this 
fall. Be sure to mark your calendars for the following programs:

Growing Naturally (with native plants)
October 2 and October 9, 7:00 to 9:00
Facilitated by Linda Porter

The countryside surrounding Elgin was once part of  a vast eco-system 
known as the Tall Grass Prairie. This eco-system has almost disappeared 
with only tiny pockets remaining. Many of the living creatures and plants 
that made up the prairie are extinct or nearing extinction. Even more 
endangered are the woodland plants found in the oak savannahs that 
sprinkled the prairies.

Fortunately there is a movement now to restore the prairies and 
savannahs, and bring back the native plants that were once abundant. 
You can become a part of  that movement. Gardening with native plants 
is both practical and ecologically sound. This course will combine 
information on native plants with legends and readings to help 
participants understand the power of nature and of growing gardens the 
natural way. Practical tips for planting and maintaining native plant 
gardens will also be featured during the class and in participant handouts.

There is a $5 fee for participant materials. A sign-up clipboard is now 
available in the Fellowship Hall.

New U
The New U is a two-session introduction to Unitarian Universalism and 
this church community.  All who are interested in learning more about 
this community are invited to participate.  The next New U will be on 
October 19 and 26. Each session will begin at 12:30, last about an hour 
and a half, and a snack will be provided.  Childcare is available if 
requested by the 12th.  If you are interested in participating in the next 
New U please sign up on the designated clipboard in the Fellowship Hall.  
For more information contact Dan Brosier.

1990. She is glad to serve on the Board because, “I am interested in the 
challenges of guiding and managing this period of growth that is upon 
us. I am pleased that we are looking at the church structure and 
governance and the Strategic Plan. I think these are critical to how we 
function as we move forward.”

Make sure you thank these dedicated members of our church who do 
so much to keep things running smoothly behind the scenes!

MEET THE BO ARD continued from page 1

Kim Cecil, Donna Askins, Dan Brosier and Mila Brinker discuss procedures
at the September 27 Board retreat.
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window for the round window in the front of the church. You 
can return the ticket stubs and money to Margot Cusimano. 
Thank you for your continued support of  this project! The 
drawing for the quilt will be on the first Sunday in December.

Month of Sundays

October

5 Sending The Goat Into The 
Desert.
This time of year the Jewish 
tradition reminds us about the 
power and necessity of atonement 
and the liberation it brings. It is an 
ancient understanding that is so 
very relevant to all people. Service 
led by the Rev. Dan Brosier.

12 This I Believe
In this service two members of 
this community will share some of 
their religious odysseys and some 
of  their present beliefs and 
perspectives. Service led by the 
Worship Committee.

19 On Sunday There Might Be 
Americans
A short story giving us a glimpse 
of  what half the world’s 
population faces. Service led by the 
Rev. Dan Brosier.

26 Preparing For Death
Traditionally this time of year as 
life retreats into its winter slumber 
people have turned their attention 
to death. In this service we explore 
some of the issues around death 
and what things we should all do 
in preparation. Service led by the 
Rev. Dan Brosier.

SERVICES BEGIN AT 10:45AM
WE LOOK FORWARD TO SEEING YOU

ADUL T SPIRITUALITY PROGRAMS
The Adult Spirituality Committee has been planning programs for this 
fall. Be sure to mark your calendars for the following programs:

Growing Naturally (with native plants)
October 2 and October 9, 7:00 to 9:00
Facilitated by Linda Porter

The countryside surrounding Elgin was once part of  a vast eco-system 
known as the Tall Grass Prairie. This eco-system has almost disappeared 
with only tiny pockets remaining. Many of the living creatures and plants 
that made up the prairie are extinct or nearing extinction. Even more 
endangered are the woodland plants found in the oak savannahs that 
sprinkled the prairies.

Fortunately there is a movement now to restore the prairies and 
savannahs, and bring back the native plants that were once abundant. 
You can become a part of  that movement. Gardening with native plants 
is both practical and ecologically sound. This course will combine 
information on native plants with legends and readings to help 
participants understand the power of nature and of growing gardens the 
natural way. Practical tips for planting and maintaining native plant 
gardens will also be featured during the class and in participant handouts.

There is a $5 fee for participant materials. A sign-up clipboard is now 
available in the Fellowship Hall.

New U
The New U is a two-session introduction to Unitarian Universalism and 
this church community.  All who are interested in learning more about 
this community are invited to participate.  The next New U will be on 
October 19 and 26. Each session will begin at 12:30, last about an hour 
and a half, and a snack will be provided.  Childcare is available if 
requested by the 12th.  If you are interested in participating in the next 
New U please sign up on the designated clipboard in the Fellowship Hall.  
For more information contact Dan Brosier.

1990. She is glad to serve on the Board because, “I am interested in the 
challenges of guiding and managing this period of growth that is upon 
us. I am pleased that we are looking at the church structure and 
governance and the Strategic Plan. I think these are critical to how we 
function as we move forward.”

Make sure you thank these dedicated members of our church who do 
so much to keep things running smoothly behind the scenes!

MEET THE BO ARD continued from page 1

Kim Cecil, Donna Askins, Dan Brosier and Mila Brinker discuss procedures
at the September 27 Board retreat.
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Religious 
Education

Kathy Underwood, DRE

This famous UU folk singer/songwriter’s 
work has been legendary. Woody Guthrie 
and Huddie Ledbetter were both strong 
influences and collaborators in his early 
career. He delves into political activism, 
environmentalism and folklorist studies 
of  America’s music.

(Answer will appear in the next Unichord)
September’s Who Am I  was John Quincy Adams.

Who Am I?

The beginning of the church year 
is always full of excitement and 
activity. This year is no different, and 
yet I feel a special anticipation around 
bringing a strategic plan to the church 
community this fall. The Board has 
also been discussing changing some of 
their ways of governing because as 
our church community grows we need 
to be able to respond with the 
consistency of policies rather than 
individual decisions for each situation. 
As we pursue these different ways of 
interacting, we are also considering 
making the best use of the volunteer time that so many among us 
offer graciously throughout the year. We want to facilitate people’s 
making contributions of  time and resources in the areas in which 
they have interest and in the ways that they will feel appreciated and 
enriched by their experience. Some have said (you know who you 
are) that we spend entirely too much time in meetings. For some 
this is true, while others enjoy the interaction and cooperative 
decision making that committees provide. The Board will continue 
to look at alternatives and create a system that we believe will work 
best for all of us. In the meantime, we have noticed that many 
committees have moved into a way of functioning that allows them 
to meet as needed, and they meet to assign responsibilities to 
members who do their work without having to meet about it each 
month. For some committees, this is an important way to honor our 
volunteer efforts. 

The Strategic Planning Committee will be presenting their plan 
to the congregation soon. It will be reviewed for feedback at a 
Leadership Retreat on October 18 by committee chairs, the Board 
of  Trustees, and the Strategic Planning Committee. Then, the plan 
will be edited and sent to the members of the congregation for 
review, and a congregational meeting on November 16 will provide 
time for the whole congregation to discuss the plan. I will ask that 
the goals be posted at church for everyone to see as they become 
available. The Strategic Plan integrates many types of changes that 
offer us many opportunities for growth—personal and 
organizational. I hope each of you will take an interest and share in 
the discussion of our future together.

Peace, 
Kim

Ways to Get in Touch
Church Office 847-888-0668
Web site www.uuce.org
Newsletter Submissions newsletter@uuce.org

Board President
Kim Cecil
Newsletter Editor:
Todd Underwood

Deadlines
Order of Service Thursday PM
Unichord October 19

Kim’s Korner

Kim Cecil
Board President

GREEN CORNER
CLIMATE CHANGE — WHAT IS IT?
Climate change is a change in the average weather, usually 
defined over 30 years within a given region. One such change 
is caused by human interference in the natural process we call 
the “greenhouse effect”. Because some gases - like water 
vapor and carbon dioxide - trap heat in the Earth’s 
atmosphere, they act like the glass roof of  a greenhouse, 
which allows light in, but keeps heat from escaping. The 
amount of these gases has risen rapidly in the past 150 years, 
due to population growth, industry and pollution. Scientists 
believe that this change may be causing the fastest rate of 
temperature increase in human history. 
WHY SHOULD WE CARE?
Climate change impacts our national security, economy, and 
the global environment. It is becoming hotter and drier. In 
Illinois, the number of days over 90 degrees is predicted to 
double or triple over the next 100 years. Scientists calculate 
that the climate in Illinois will be like that of Missouri by 2030 
and Texas by 2095, unless we take action now to reverse this 
process.
WHAT CAUSES GREENHOUSE GASES?
The two primary causes are electricity production and motor 
vehicle emissions. 
WHAT IS THE SOLUTION?
Conservation and technology. Technologies are already 
available which could reduce production of greenhouse gases, 
but there are forces resisting their implementation. Renewable 
energy sources such as solar and wind could replace highly 
polluting fossil fuels, like coal, in the production of  electricity. 
Fuel efficient motor vehicles with low emissions could replace 
gas guzzling, polluting cars and trucks, and reduce our 
dependence on foreign oil. The best fuel economy and lowest 
emissions are available in the hybrid gas-electric vehicles.
Energy conservation is an obvious step in the right direction. 
Each of us can conserve energy by driving less (use public 
transportation, carpool, walk, bike) and by using less 
electricity (install energy efficient appliances, ceiling fans, 
compact fluorescent lightbulbs, clotheslines). For more 
information on how you can conserve energy, visit the Green 
Sanctuary information table in the Fellowship Hall.

—from the Green Sanctuary Committee

For religious education, the new church 
year has started off well.  On September 
14 and 21, all children and youth were 
invited to make stepping stones for the 
pathway leading from the church to the 
playground. Altogether, we have about 
67 stones! 
As of this writing, the Religious 
Education Council is still asking for volunteer assistants for 
the classrooms. It is our hope that parents will become more 
involved in this way. What better way is there to find out 
what your kids are doing in RE? Adults without children in 
the program are also encouraged to volunteer. Last year, we 
had five such adults help out, as well as one youth and one 
young adult. Stop by the RE table in Fellowship Hall to sign 
up. The more we have, the better!
This year, all of our curricula will focus on the theme of 
Unitarian Universalist Identity. The preschool class will be 
using “We Are Many, We Are One”, the Kindergarten-2nd 
Grades will be using “Around the Church, Around the Year”, 
the 3rd-5th grades will be using “We Believe”, and the 6th-
8th grades will be using “Messages in Music”. All grades K-8 
will be working from the social justice curriculum “In Our 
Hands” during the spring semester.

Here’s what’s happening this month in each of the classes:

October 5 Preschool: Each Of Us Is Important
ndK-2 : Knowing Me, Knowing You

rd th3 -5 : Inherent Worth
th th6 -8 : Creeds & Principles

YRUU: Our Mission
October 12Preschool: Here We Meet Friends

ndK-2 : Our Room, Our Community
rd th3 -5 : Fair to Everyone
th th6 -8 : Messages in Music

YRUU: Continuing Our Mission
October 19Preschool: All classes will be picking prairie        

ndK-2 : seeds around the church 
rd th3 -5 : property.
th th6 -8 :

YRUU:
October 26Preschool: Pumpkin-Fest at Goebbert’s

ndK-2 : A Walk Around the Church
rd th3 -5 : Inner Peace
th th6 -8 : UU Principle #1

YRUU: To be determined on October 12
As always, I welcome your questions and feedback on our 
program. 
Kathy Underwood
Director of Religious Education

1 Brandy Navadomskis
8 Charlie Schmidlin
12 Laurie Kiesewetter
15 Lynn Adema
16 Chris Davis
16 Debbie Prebys
17 Shirley Wolin
17 Jim Hermann
18 Amy Schmidlin
19 Betsy Thrasher
30 Emma Brosier

October Bi rthdays

Our new church year 
kicked off  on 
September 7 with an 
energetic full 
sanctuary, a barbeque 
luncheon afterwards, 
and many people 
taking the opportunity 
to reconnect.
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A PERMANENT REMINDER... R.E. Students of all ages created cement stepping stones for a walkway to the playground


