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Unitarian Universalist Association Announces 
National Marketing Campaign

My dear friends,

I am delighted to share some exciting 
news with you today. We are preparing to 
launch the first national marketing 
campaign for Unitarian Universalism in 
fifty years!

Beginning in early October, as part of an 
effort to offer the good news of our faith 
to the larger world, the Unitarian 
Universalist Association will begin a 
partnership with Time Magazine and 
their website, Time.com.

This partnership will include:
           * Print ads in Time Magazine
           * "Advertorials" printed material that promotes Unitarian 

Universalism and directs readers to a web archive of Time 
articles focusing on current religious and ethical issues

           * Customized information on time.com directing users to 
specially designed pages on our website, UUA.org. 

This special campaign is designed to raise awareness of Unitarian 
Universalism and to share our unique message with a larger 
audience. Our partnership with Time will ensure that Unitarian 
Universalism is an important voice in the religious landscape. This 
initiative will be a highlight of our first-ever Association Sunday, to 
be celebrated in hundreds of congregations on and around October 
14th. Association Sunday will offer all Unitarian Universalists an 
opportunity to support our movement's efforts to share the good 
news of our faith with a wider circle of seekers.

To help congregations in this vital work, we are providing many 
resources, including a comprehensive FAQ sheet, new hospitality 
tools, and much more. In addition, all of our congregations will soon 
receive a wonderful new DVD introducing Unitarian Universalism to 
visitors and spiritual seekers. This also will be a valuable tool for 
including new members. These innovative materials will help us 
reach a wider audience than ever before and I encourage you to find 
out more.

We will continue to update you as we approach the marketing launch 
in early October. These are exciting times for Unitarian Universalism 
as we step out into the world in a new way. I'd like to take this 
opportunity to extend my thanks in advance. Thank you for opening 
your doors, and your hearts, to the new possibilities on the horizon.

In faith,

William G. Sinkford
President
Unitarian Universalist Association of Congregations

INTERGENERATIONAL 

HALLOWEEN PARTY
     Please join us for the annual Halloween Party in the Fellowship 

Hall on Sunday, October 28th from 4:30-

8:00pm.  Come in costume and bring a 

potluck dish to share!  All members and 

friends of the church are welcome.  We'll 

have games and treats for the kids and for 

the first time ever, we are planning to 

prepare a Haunted third floor especially 

designed for the under 10 crowd.   

Ooooooo scary…… We'll need lots of 

helpers to run the Haunted House and 
ththose who are 6  Grade through 

High School are especially 

invited to volunteer.  And, we'll 

top off the evening with our usual 

After Dark Cemetery Walk where 

a Scary Story will be told.  If you 

want to help with the Haunted 

third floor, please contact 

Andrew Russel.

UUCE’s Adult Spirituality Classes
The answer is YES! There are plenty of people who want to explore 

their spirituality in our two new Sunday morning sessions. Dan Hislip 

facilitates an open session on the Seven UU Principles while Kathy 

Hislip and Andrea Schmidlin facilitate the first of three twelve-week 

sessions on Building Your Own Theology. The two groups meet at 

9:15 for coffee, treats and 

chalice lighting before 

heading up to their 

respective classrooms from 

9:30 to 10:30.

UUCE.org
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     We are a church that says we value social action. 

When members and friends are asked what they want 

to see in their religious community, meaningful social 

action is always in one of the top three spots.  As a 

result over the past several years I have seen our 

commitment to such activities grow.  

One of these activities is our Prairie Fest.  It 

has been described as a celebration of our natural 

world but it is much more than this. Many of us 

consider the Prairie Fest an essential form of social justice work—some call it 

environmental justice.  The issues raised by the various speakers and 

workshops at Prairie Fest are deeply entwined with many of the problems that 

plague humanity.  

One example would be water.  Having clean water available is 

essential to life.  Those who don't have access to such are more likely to suffer 

from disease, more likely to have their livelihood undermined, and this all 

leads to poverty impacting millions. Clean water is a social justice issue.  

Or how about the pollutants we pump into our environment that 

sicken and kill people. “About 40 percent of deaths worldwide are caused by 

water, air and soil pollution”, concludes a Cornell researcher. “Such 

environmental degradation, coupled with the growth in world population, are 

major causes behind the rapid increase in human diseases which the World 

Health Organization has recently reported. Both factors contribute to the 

malnourishment and disease susceptibility of 3.7 billion people.” [ David 

Pimentel, Cornell]  Pollution is also changing the global climate, which will also 

kill and displace people globally.  And it is the poor who will suffer the most.  

Pollution is a social justice issue. 

Our own health care system is currently unable to care for a 

significant portion of our population in part because of the incredible costs 

involved.  A good share of those costs have to do with illness caused by the 

stuff we are dumping into our environment.  Air pollution causes lung and 

heart disease as well as stroke.  It is linked to various forms of cancer.  

Prairie Fest is not just about pretty flowers and feeling good when 

you are immersed in nature.  This is of course a part of it but it is much more.  

It is about justice and taking responsibility for the health of the planet and all 

its inhabitants.  Perhaps not everyone participating in PF understands this but 

the connections are there if you care to look.  This is certainly something that 

religious people are called to address.

From the Minister

Rev. Dan Brosier
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Member Pledges—2007-2008 Fiscal Year

Budgeted
$57,282

Actual
$37,605

The 2007-2008 budget calls for $137,367 in pledges. 
Five months’ worth of this figure is $57,282. 

Questions? Contact your Finance Coordinator, Alice Macy.

Month of Sundays
October

7 - Our Purpose In The Balance
We live in a culture that values what works more than it 

values what matters. Choosing to act on “what matters” 

is the choice to live a passionate and purposeful 

existence.  Service led by Bob Sandidge

14 - Our Association
We don't usually give much heed to the larger association 

of which we are a part—the Unitarian Universalist 

Association.  We utilize some of its services but they 

usually operate quietly in the background and so are 

unnoticed by most.  This service introduces us to the larger 

movement and we will take a special offering for the Now 

Is the Time to Grow Our Faith program that will be a 

national effort to get out the good news about Unitarian 

Universalism.  Service led by the Rev. Dan Brosier. 

21 - The Book of Job
One of the most well known stories in the Hebrew 

scriptures, Job has been the source of discussion for 

thousands of years.  In this service we take another look at 

it. Service led by the Rev. Dan Brosier.

28 - So What Do You Know 

          About Halloween?
We will give several individuals a chance to show off their 

knowledge and win fabulous prizes as we explore the 

history of Halloween. Service led by the Rev. Dan Brosier.

Services 10:45 A.M.
Fellowship & Coffee Following

UUCE Calendar

October
Wednesday 3rd
        7:00 PM - Barn Bells
        7:00 PM - Spiritual Inquiry Covenant Group - 301
        7:00 PM - Committee on the Ministry
        7:00 PM - Villa Street Rehearsal - Sanctuary

Friday 5th
        7:00 PM - Women Cooking For Women - FH

SUNDAY 7th - FOOD PANTRY SUNDAY
  9:15 AM - Adult Spirituality - Coffee & Continental
  9:30 AM - Building Your Own Theology - 302
  9:30 AM - Our Seven UU Principles - 301

      10:45 AM - Worship Service
      12:30 PM - Worship Committee
      12:30 PM - Halloween Party Committee - 302
        6:00 PM - Paganism 101 - FH
   
Tuesday 9th

  7:00 PM - Covenant Group - off site

Wednesday 10th
 7:00 PM - Barn Bells 
 7:00 PM - RE Council Meeting - 101
 7:00 PM - Villa Street Rehearsal

SUNDAY 14th
        9:00 AM - Bells
        9:15 AM - Adult Spirituality - Coffee & Continental

  9:30 AM - Building Your Own Theology - 302
  9:30 AM - Our Seven UU Principles - 301

      10:45 AM - Worship Service 
                                 - New Member Ceremony

Wednesday 17th
  7:00 PM - Barn Bells
  7:00 PM - Spiritual Inquiry Covenant Group - 301
  7:00 PM - Villa Street Rehearsal

Friday 20th
   6:00 PM - Circle Supper Kick-off Potluck

SUNDAY 21st
   9:00 AM - Bells
        9:15 AM - Adult Spirituality - Coffee & Continental

  9:30 AM - Building Your Own Theology - 302
  9:30 AM - Our Seven UU Principles - 301

      10:45 AM - Worship Service
12:30 PM - New U Class - 301
12:30 PM - Green Sanctuary Meeting 

      12:30 PM - Lessons in Loss 
  1:00 PM - CROP WALK - Elgin
  6:00 PM - Paganism 101 - FH 

Tuesday 23rd
   7:00 PM - Covenant Group - Off Site

Wednesday 24th
   7:00 PM - Women’s Spirituality - 301
   7:00 PM - Barn Bells
   7:00 PM - Villa Street Rehearsal

Thursday 25th
   7:00 PM - Board Meeting - FH

Friday 26th
   7:00 PM - Book Group - off site

SUNDAY 28th
        9:00 AM - Bells
        9:15 AM - Adult Spirituality - Coffee & Continental

  9:30 AM - Building Your Own Theology - 302
  9:30 AM - Our Seven UU Principles - 301

      10:45 AM - Worship Service
12:30 PM - New U Class - 301

      12:30 PM - Lessons in Loss 
  4:30 PM - Intergenerational Halloween Party

Wednesday 31st
                - NO BARN BELLS
                - NO EVENING CHILD CARE

NOVEMBER  UNICHORD NEWS DUE
Newsletter@uuce.org

Lighting this chalice, we 
invoke the presence of Love in 
our hearts, to share it today 
among us and then spread it to 
the world. 

Therefore, let nobody feel a stranger in this 
circle and may all feel welcome.
    —the Sociedad Unitaria Universalista de España

 847.888.0668

New Members

   Since our last Unichord Jennifer and Stephen Day have 

signed the membership book.  We joyfully welcome them 

and their daughter Hannah. 
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Women Cooking For Women

    This year's first “Women Cooking for 
Women” dinner will be held on Friday, 
October 5, 2007. Women, 13 and older, are 
invited, asked to bring a dish to share for the 
potluck, as well as a donation for the Food Pantry.

    The topic for October will be self-care and women's health. 

What do you as a woman do to take care of yourself? We will 

hold an open discussion where participants can share any 

secrets/hints/personal favorites in the areas of health, nutrition, 

beauty, relaxation, fitness and (??). We encourage you to bring 

favorite foods that you find nurturing, comforting and/or healthy. 

     At the October gathering, we will also decide the topic for the 

January “Night of Passion.” Are you passionate about something 

your would like to share with the group and raise funds for?

     Doors open at 6:30 PM. Food should be ready to be served 

by 7:00 PM. Friends and family members (women, 13 and older) 

are welcome to attend. There is no sign-up or membership 

required— just come! Contact this month's host, Andrea 

Schmidlin if you have any questions. 

Save these dates (FIRST FRIDAYS) for future WCFW Dinners:
· Friday, Nov. 2: Update of past WCFW topics, including the Village 

Bank. What's happening now? Share causes you might like us to 

pursue in the future. Host: Kathy Hislip

· No December meeting

· Friday, Jan. 4: “Night Of Passion” one woman will share a cause she 

is passionate about. Host: YOU???

HOPE YOU'LL JOIN US!

Out Of The Darkness Suicide Awareness Walk
We need your help! The High School Youth Group is sending a 
group of five excited students and four adult chaperones to New 
York City in June 2008 to participate in the "Out Of The 
Darkness" suicide awareness walk. This 20 mile walk is to aid in 
the fight against and aftermath of suicide. How can you help? 
Well, the High School Youth Group is willing to do any odd jobs 
or services you need done in exchange for a donation to our 
upcoming trip to New York. Jobs can range from raking leaves, 
shoveling snow, cleaning, babysitting, or anything else you can 
come up with. Please contact Bridget Lucas to arrange a time for 
us to complete your project. Thank you in advance for both your 
support and willingness to help.

~

~

News & Announcements

Religious Education

     We are off to a great start to the year! We have 50 young 

people participating in religious education, and have had many 

new families visiting. Please welcome them to our UUCE 

community!

 The high school camp-in was successful. The group voted 

on ideas and topics they want to explore this year. Currently 

they are learning more about Unitarian Universalism. Since they 

spent a large part of last year exploring other faiths, they are 

finding it refreshing to delve more deeply into UUism.

This month, there are two afternoons where families will 
thmeet at Goebbert's Farm after the service. On the 14 , the 

nd st rdpreschoolers through 2  grade will meet, and on the 21  the 3  
thgraders through 8  grade will meet there. Details will be given 

in the order of service and on the email list.

 With our focus on our Jewish and Christian heritage this 
thyear in the preschool through 8  grades, some parents may find 

this to be a difficult theme to discuss with their children. It may 

bring up unpleasant memories of your childhood religion, or 

have you disagreeing with ideas presented in the lessons. In 

regards to this, I have a few things to suggest. 

First, feel free to ask the teacher or myself about a lesson 

your child talks about. I would suggest talking to the teacher first, 

since s/he was there and can explain what took place better 

than I could. If for some reason you still have a concern, then let 

me know and I'll do my best to help.

Second, stay involved and informed. When you pick up 

your child, ask the teacher about the topic and how your child 

reacted to the lesson. You can also ask to look at the material 

used in the lesson, or feel free to sit and observe the class at any 

time.

A third suggestion is to talk with your child about the topic 

on the way home, or at bedtime. When you do this, don't be 

afraid to say what it is you believe in language they can relate 

to. We parents often diminish what we feel or believe in an 

attempt to be inclusive and not proselytize. Young people want 

and need to hear from the adults who are most involved in their 

lives—we are their primary example after all. 

I hope these suggestions help you. I am always willing to 

help answer any questions or try to solve any dilemmas you 

may have!   

In Faith,

Kathy Underwood

Kathy Underwood
Director of

 Religious Education

  

Adult Spirituality Schedule - 3rd Floor

The adult spirituality program is for all seekers who want to 

learn and share together each week. Topics change 

throughout the year. Some require registration but each 

Sunday there is always a session open to guests and members 

without registration.

  - Starting September 9th 

9:15 - Coffee and Continental

9:30 - Build Your Own Theology - 12 sessions 

- Kathy Hislip & Andrea Schmidlin

9:30 - Our Seven UU Principles - Dan Hislip

See the complete list of Adult Spirituality Programs in the on- 

line Unichord - www.uuce.org.  For more information:

 BobS@NewUU.com

 847.888.0668

Changes in Childcare Procedures
Due to the increase in the number of infants and young 

children, we have made some changes this year. We hope 

this will create a better experience for the young people as 

well as the adults.

· Please sign in your child and take a pager.  Write

      your name and the pager number on the board. 

· Between 9am and 10:30am, preschoolers through 8 

years of age will gather in the preschool room for 

games and arts and crafts. 

· Infants and toddlers will remain in the nursery 

· At 10:30am, parents are asked to pick up children 

(preschoolers through 8 years) for worship. This will 

give teachers time to prepare for classes. 

· All young people will go to their program when 

sung out of the worship service. Parents should 

escort preschoolers—8 years to their rooms. 

· Young people will remain in childcare once signed 

in, unless they leave with a parent or approved 

adult. 

· Please label belongings—diaper bags, bottles, etc.

Thank you for your cooperation and understanding!

Kathy Underwood, Debbie Schmidt and Anne Bedard
~

New U
The New U program is a two-session workshop 

designed to give people new to Unitarian Universalism some 
basic information about the faith and this church in 
particular.  The program is facilitated by the Chair of the 
Membership Committee, Pat Pecho, and the minister, Dan 
Brosier.  The next session will begin on Sunday, October 21 
at 12:30 following the service.  The second session will be the 
following Sunday at the same time.  All interested in learning 
a bit more about UUism are encouraged to attend.  A light 
snack will be provided.  If you are interested please sign up 
on the designated clipboard in the Fellowship Hall.  If you 
would like childcare please indicate so on the sign-up sheet 
by October 14.  If you have any questions call Dan Brosier at 
the church.                            

~

Library Specials!
             We have well over 600 books now and want to 

share them with you. Each month the library will feature 

books from a particular category. For October our category 

is 'Parenting'. There are a few books laid out for you and 

many more on the shelves. Stop by and take a look; or better 

yet, take a book.

This Month in Religious Education

thOctober 7   Preschool-8 : Chalice Circle in Room 302 after 

Joys & Concerns 

High School: Topic of choice

October 14 Preschool: "I Can Move"
ndK-2 : "Yom Kippur"

rd th3 -5 : "Noah"
th th6 -8 : "Which God?"

High School: Topic of choice
ndNoon- preschool through 2  grades visit 

Goebbert's Farm

October 21 Preschool: "I Can Talk"
ndK-2 : "Sukkot"

rd th3 -5 : "Tower of Babel"
th th6 -8 : "It Says So In the Bible"

High School: Topic of choice
rd thNoon- 3  through 8  grades visit Goebbert's Farm

October 28 Preschool: "I Can Touch"
ndK-2 : "Simhat Torah"

rd th3 -5 : "Sodom & Gomorrah”
th th6 -8 : "Jesus' Birth & Death"

High School: Topic of choice

If love is in our hearts, every thought, word, and deed 
can bring about a miracle. Because understanding is 
the very foundation of love, words and actions that 
emerge from our love are always helpful.

                                           - Thich Nhat Hahn
Tables Up for
Prairie Fest
The early crew from 
last Sunday 
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In Faith,

Kathy Underwood

Kathy Underwood
Director of

 Religious Education

  

Adult Spirituality Schedule - 3rd Floor

The adult spirituality program is for all seekers who want to 

learn and share together each week. Topics change 

throughout the year. Some require registration but each 

Sunday there is always a session open to guests and members 

without registration.

  - Starting September 9th 

9:15 - Coffee and Continental

9:30 - Build Your Own Theology - 12 sessions 

- Kathy Hislip & Andrea Schmidlin

9:30 - Our Seven UU Principles - Dan Hislip

See the complete list of Adult Spirituality Programs in the on- 

line Unichord - www.uuce.org.  For more information:

 BobS@NewUU.com

 847.888.0668

Changes in Childcare Procedures
Due to the increase in the number of infants and young 

children, we have made some changes this year. We hope 

this will create a better experience for the young people as 

well as the adults.

· Please sign in your child and take a pager.  Write

      your name and the pager number on the board. 

· Between 9am and 10:30am, preschoolers through 8 

years of age will gather in the preschool room for 

games and arts and crafts. 

· Infants and toddlers will remain in the nursery 

· At 10:30am, parents are asked to pick up children 

(preschoolers through 8 years) for worship. This will 

give teachers time to prepare for classes. 

· All young people will go to their program when 

sung out of the worship service. Parents should 

escort preschoolers—8 years to their rooms. 

· Young people will remain in childcare once signed 

in, unless they leave with a parent or approved 

adult. 

· Please label belongings—diaper bags, bottles, etc.

Thank you for your cooperation and understanding!

Kathy Underwood, Debbie Schmidt and Anne Bedard
~

New U
The New U program is a two-session workshop 

designed to give people new to Unitarian Universalism some 
basic information about the faith and this church in 
particular.  The program is facilitated by the Chair of the 
Membership Committee, Pat Pecho, and the minister, Dan 
Brosier.  The next session will begin on Sunday, October 21 
at 12:30 following the service.  The second session will be the 
following Sunday at the same time.  All interested in learning 
a bit more about UUism are encouraged to attend.  A light 
snack will be provided.  If you are interested please sign up 
on the designated clipboard in the Fellowship Hall.  If you 
would like childcare please indicate so on the sign-up sheet 
by October 14.  If you have any questions call Dan Brosier at 
the church.                            

~

Library Specials!
             We have well over 600 books now and want to 

share them with you. Each month the library will feature 

books from a particular category. For October our category 

is 'Parenting'. There are a few books laid out for you and 

many more on the shelves. Stop by and take a look; or better 

yet, take a book.

This Month in Religious Education

thOctober 7   Preschool-8 : Chalice Circle in Room 302 after 

Joys & Concerns 

High School: Topic of choice

October 14 Preschool: "I Can Move"
ndK-2 : "Yom Kippur"

rd th3 -5 : "Noah"
th th6 -8 : "Which God?"

High School: Topic of choice
ndNoon- preschool through 2  grades visit 

Goebbert's Farm

October 21 Preschool: "I Can Talk"
ndK-2 : "Sukkot"

rd th3 -5 : "Tower of Babel"
th th6 -8 : "It Says So In the Bible"

High School: Topic of choice
rd thNoon- 3  through 8  grades visit Goebbert's Farm

October 28 Preschool: "I Can Touch"
ndK-2 : "Simhat Torah"

rd th3 -5 : "Sodom & Gomorrah”
th th6 -8 : "Jesus' Birth & Death"

High School: Topic of choice

If love is in our hearts, every thought, word, and deed 
can bring about a miracle. Because understanding is 
the very foundation of love, words and actions that 
emerge from our love are always helpful.

                                           - Thich Nhat Hahn
Tables Up for
Prairie Fest
The early crew from 
last Sunday 



BOOK GROUP
You are warmly invited to join the members of the Book 

Group at any of their upcoming meetings, which begin at 

7:00 p.m.
            
      Oct. 26   - "The Omnivore’s Dilemma” by Michael Pollan

          At the home of Jackie VanDeWarker
      Nov. 30   - "A Thousand Splendid Suns” by Khalid Hosseni
                         Place to be announced. 

~

Greater Need 
The All People's Inter-Faith Pantry presently has a greater need for 

donations for the following reasons: 

           Closing of a food pantry in the vicinity.

                   Skimpy donations during the summer.

            Serving a greater number of people. 
The number of families served has increased by 25%. All 

categories of non-perishable food, toiletries and baby supplies 

are needed. Please bring your donations on our Pantry Sunday, 

October 7.

~

CANDLELIGHT LABYRINTH WALK- Friday, 

November 2rd from 7:00-9:00pm.
     Many cultures around the world have celebrations or rituals to 

remember and honor the Ancestors.  Many of them occur around 

the time of the Final Harvest as autumn is ending and winter is 

about to begin.  They say that this is when the “veil” between the 

physical world and the spiritual world is thinnest, which makes it 

easier to communicate with those who have crossed over.  The 

Day of the Dead in Mexico is when entire families will make 

pilgrimages to the cemetery of loved ones to clean the graves, eat 

a meal (including a plate of food for the deceased) and to light 

candles and pray throughout the long night.  Catholics remember 
stthe beloved departed on All Saints Day (Nov 1 ) and All Souls 

ndDay (Nov 2 ) and the Pagan festival of Samhain coincides with 

the secular celebration of Halloween or All Hallow's Eve on 
stOctober 31 .  

     This is an opportunity for our community to “experience” the 

honoring of the dead that happens in many other cultures around 

the world at this time of the year.  We begin with an opening 

ritual in the Sanctuary where there will be a Memory Altar.  

Please bring pictures of your departed loved one(s) to place on 

the altar (pictures of pets are welcome too).  You will also have 

the opportunity to light a candle in memory of your loved one.  

After the opening ritual, we will light our jar candles and proceed  

from the Sanctuary to the Labyrinth.  After a bonfire lighting at 

the entrance to the Labyrinth, folks will line up to be blessed 

before they enter one by one to walk the sacred space of the 

Labyrinth in respectful silence carrying their candles to help light 

the way to beyond the veil for those departed loved ones who 

have passed away during the previous year.   
     This is an “adults only” event, so if you need childcare, please 

contact Sandy Russel. 

6

News & Announcements

PLEASE WALK WITH ME!
     Bob Jackson is inviting UUCE members and friends to join 

the CROP WALK team this year. It's just 1 mile (5 for the hearty 

and ambitious).

      This year's walk is in downtown Elgin on Sunday afternoon, 

October 21st, at 1:00PM.  Learn more about CROP WALK at 

www.cropwalk.org - 25% of the dollars raised stay in the 

greater Elgin area to feed the hungry, through soup kitchens 

(like Salvation Army) and local food pantries (like the Interfaith 

Food Pantry that UUCE already gives to each month). Other 

dollars fund national and international programs in places like 

Darfur. All ages are welcome. Children can be great fund 

raisers ! (under 18 requires parent's OK).

     If you want to register to be a WALKER and/or get 

sponsorships, go to http://tinyurl.com/2xb7lo. If you choose 

not to walk, but are ready to contribute/sponsor, go to 

http://tinyurl.com/2437tk. 

      You'll be pleasantly surprised at how much you can 

accomplish by just Emailing your family, friends, neighbors and 

co-workers. Please sign up TODAY. PLEASE WALK WITH ME! 

Bob Jackson.

 
~

The Lessons of Loss Workshop 
In this four week workshop participants will create a safe place 

to discuss losses both large and small. We will explore the 

feelings common to all loss. Some themes include: loss of a 

loved one, moving, loss of job, loss of youth, and loss of social 

or professional position. Together we can deepen our 

connections to one another by sharing common experiences and 
st thfeelings. Workshop dates are Sundays, October 21  and 28 , 

thNovember 4  and 11th at 12:30-2:30. Sign up on the clip 
board in Fellowship Hall or by contacting Elise C. Wall. Class 
limited to 12 people.

~

 847.888.0668

    I write this as we rapidly approach 

Prairie Fest, a key community outreach 

event that we initiated four years ago as 

a congregation.  It grew out of our original 

planning to grow as a church, and grow we have indeed, yes in 

numbers, but more impressively in the way we operate and the 

number and depth of programs we now offer.

    With this as a backdrop, I am very happy to let you know that 

we have been noticed for all our successes.  We recently received 

an invitation from our regional office, the Central Midwest District, 

to be part of an exciting new partnership between the District 

and the Unitarian Universalist Association.  We are one of five 

congregations invited to participate in a pilot program that will 

further support the growth and vitality of our church.   Several 

nearby congregations have also been invited DeKalb, 

Woodstock, and Kenosha.

    UUCE was specially selected, according to the District, 

because of the many ways that our religious community has 

grown in recent years numerically, organizationally and 

spiritually and also because of the potential for further UU 

growth that the district believes exists in our area. The hope is 

that through this pilot program, all of us will learn about what 

kinds of consultation and support will be most effective and useful 

for congregations such as ours.  An experienced UUA growth 

consultant will work with the teams from these few congregations 

in the Chicago area over the next two years. There will also be 

individual coaching for each congregational team, as well as 

staff support from the District.

    The Board and Executive Team agree on the value of this 

endeavor and we are creating a team of seven to ten individuals 

who will work with the consultants and District staff over the 

length of the project.  This is a great opportunity to take 

advantage of a lot of expert consultation over the next two years 

at very low cost.  As a church, we will participate with the Team 

on activities that will help us build on what we have already done 

as a church and assist us with our goals.

     This invitation and opportunity is a huge compliment to all of 

us for all that we have endeavored to imagine, create and do 

over that last seven years.  My hat is off to everyone and I hope 

you take it to heart!

—

—

—

                                                                       Lydia

Lydia Larrabee
Board President

1 Brandy Navadamski 

3 Nikolas Spayne

3 Andy Garman

6 David Zobott

7 Marianne Lyons

8 Charlie Schmidlin 

12 Laurie Kiesewetter

12 Emily Garman

12 Tyler Garman

16 Chris Davis

Kudos to:

Kristy Shanahan for helping 
with church deposits the past 

year - Norm Wilkinson for 
installing the security gate in the 

nursery bathroom - Kathy Hislip 

for the donation of a new Pack N Pay for the 

nursery - Anne Bedard, Jessica Frost, Debbie 

Whiston-Garman, Vickie Kilgore, Karen Leyba, 

and  Brandi Talaga for coordinating the summer 

RE program- EVERYONE for helping with 
Prairie Fest!

Ways to Be in Touch
Church Office            847.888.0668

Web site            www.uuce.org

PodCast                          uuce.libsyn.com

Schedule an event          uuce.org/event-scheduling.html

Newsletter submissions      newsletter@uuce.org

Board President: Lydia Larrabee           

Unichord Editor: 

    Bob Sandidge Newsletter@uuce.org   847.854.1111 

Due Dates

Order of Service                                   Wednesday PM

UNICHORD NEWS DUE                           Third Sunday

October Birthdays
16 Joy Shores

17 Shirley Wolin

17 Jim Hermann

18 Amy Schmidlin 

19 Betsy Thrasher

20 Anne Clough

30 Emma Brosier 

30 Mason Freeman

7 www.uuce.org

President’s Reflections

I wish that life should not be cheap, but 
sacred. I wish the days to be as centuries, 
loaded, fragrant. 

(1803 - 1882)                                                       Ralph Waldo Emerson 



BOOK GROUP
You are warmly invited to join the members of the Book 

Group at any of their upcoming meetings, which begin at 

7:00 p.m.
            
      Oct. 26   - "The Omnivore’s Dilemma” by Michael Pollan

          At the home of Jackie VanDeWarker
      Nov. 30   - "A Thousand Splendid Suns” by Khalid Hosseni
                         Place to be announced. 

~

Greater Need 
The All People's Inter-Faith Pantry presently has a greater need for 

donations for the following reasons: 

           Closing of a food pantry in the vicinity.

                   Skimpy donations during the summer.

            Serving a greater number of people. 
The number of families served has increased by 25%. All 

categories of non-perishable food, toiletries and baby supplies 

are needed. Please bring your donations on our Pantry Sunday, 

October 7.

~

CANDLELIGHT LABYRINTH WALK- Friday, 

November 2rd from 7:00-9:00pm.
     Many cultures around the world have celebrations or rituals to 

remember and honor the Ancestors.  Many of them occur around 

the time of the Final Harvest as autumn is ending and winter is 

about to begin.  They say that this is when the “veil” between the 

physical world and the spiritual world is thinnest, which makes it 

easier to communicate with those who have crossed over.  The 

Day of the Dead in Mexico is when entire families will make 

pilgrimages to the cemetery of loved ones to clean the graves, eat 

a meal (including a plate of food for the deceased) and to light 

candles and pray throughout the long night.  Catholics remember 
stthe beloved departed on All Saints Day (Nov 1 ) and All Souls 

ndDay (Nov 2 ) and the Pagan festival of Samhain coincides with 

the secular celebration of Halloween or All Hallow's Eve on 
stOctober 31 .  

     This is an opportunity for our community to “experience” the 

honoring of the dead that happens in many other cultures around 

the world at this time of the year.  We begin with an opening 

ritual in the Sanctuary where there will be a Memory Altar.  

Please bring pictures of your departed loved one(s) to place on 

the altar (pictures of pets are welcome too).  You will also have 

the opportunity to light a candle in memory of your loved one.  

After the opening ritual, we will light our jar candles and proceed  

from the Sanctuary to the Labyrinth.  After a bonfire lighting at 

the entrance to the Labyrinth, folks will line up to be blessed 

before they enter one by one to walk the sacred space of the 

Labyrinth in respectful silence carrying their candles to help light 

the way to beyond the veil for those departed loved ones who 

have passed away during the previous year.   
     This is an “adults only” event, so if you need childcare, please 

contact Sandy Russel. 

6

News & Announcements

PLEASE WALK WITH ME!
     Bob Jackson is inviting UUCE members and friends to join 

the CROP WALK team this year. It's just 1 mile (5 for the hearty 

and ambitious).

      This year's walk is in downtown Elgin on Sunday afternoon, 

October 21st, at 1:00PM.  Learn more about CROP WALK at 

www.cropwalk.org - 25% of the dollars raised stay in the 

greater Elgin area to feed the hungry, through soup kitchens 

(like Salvation Army) and local food pantries (like the Interfaith 

Food Pantry that UUCE already gives to each month). Other 

dollars fund national and international programs in places like 

Darfur. All ages are welcome. Children can be great fund 

raisers ! (under 18 requires parent's OK).

     If you want to register to be a WALKER and/or get 

sponsorships, go to http://tinyurl.com/2xb7lo. If you choose 

not to walk, but are ready to contribute/sponsor, go to 

http://tinyurl.com/2437tk. 

      You'll be pleasantly surprised at how much you can 

accomplish by just Emailing your family, friends, neighbors and 

co-workers. Please sign up TODAY. PLEASE WALK WITH ME! 

Bob Jackson.

 
~

The Lessons of Loss Workshop 
In this four week workshop participants will create a safe place 

to discuss losses both large and small. We will explore the 

feelings common to all loss. Some themes include: loss of a 

loved one, moving, loss of job, loss of youth, and loss of social 

or professional position. Together we can deepen our 

connections to one another by sharing common experiences and 
st thfeelings. Workshop dates are Sundays, October 21  and 28 , 

thNovember 4  and 11th at 12:30-2:30. Sign up on the clip 
board in Fellowship Hall or by contacting Elise C. Wall. Class 
limited to 12 people.

~

 847.888.0668

    I write this as we rapidly approach 

Prairie Fest, a key community outreach 

event that we initiated four years ago as 

a congregation.  It grew out of our original 

planning to grow as a church, and grow we have indeed, yes in 

numbers, but more impressively in the way we operate and the 

number and depth of programs we now offer.

    With this as a backdrop, I am very happy to let you know that 

we have been noticed for all our successes.  We recently received 

an invitation from our regional office, the Central Midwest District, 

to be part of an exciting new partnership between the District 

and the Unitarian Universalist Association.  We are one of five 

congregations invited to participate in a pilot program that will 

further support the growth and vitality of our church.   Several 

nearby congregations have also been invited DeKalb, 

Woodstock, and Kenosha.

    UUCE was specially selected, according to the District, 

because of the many ways that our religious community has 

grown in recent years numerically, organizationally and 

spiritually and also because of the potential for further UU 

growth that the district believes exists in our area. The hope is 

that through this pilot program, all of us will learn about what 

kinds of consultation and support will be most effective and useful 

for congregations such as ours.  An experienced UUA growth 

consultant will work with the teams from these few congregations 

in the Chicago area over the next two years. There will also be 

individual coaching for each congregational team, as well as 

staff support from the District.

    The Board and Executive Team agree on the value of this 

endeavor and we are creating a team of seven to ten individuals 

who will work with the consultants and District staff over the 

length of the project.  This is a great opportunity to take 

advantage of a lot of expert consultation over the next two years 

at very low cost.  As a church, we will participate with the Team 

on activities that will help us build on what we have already done 

as a church and assist us with our goals.

     This invitation and opportunity is a huge compliment to all of 

us for all that we have endeavored to imagine, create and do 

over that last seven years.  My hat is off to everyone and I hope 

you take it to heart!

—

—

—

                                                                       Lydia

Lydia Larrabee
Board President

1 Brandy Navadamski 

3 Nikolas Spayne

3 Andy Garman

6 David Zobott

7 Marianne Lyons

8 Charlie Schmidlin 

12 Laurie Kiesewetter

12 Emily Garman

12 Tyler Garman

16 Chris Davis

Kudos to:

Kristy Shanahan for helping 
with church deposits the past 

year - Norm Wilkinson for 
installing the security gate in the 

nursery bathroom - Kathy Hislip 

for the donation of a new Pack N Pay for the 

nursery - Anne Bedard, Jessica Frost, Debbie 

Whiston-Garman, Vickie Kilgore, Karen Leyba, 

and  Brandi Talaga for coordinating the summer 

RE program- EVERYONE for helping with 
Prairie Fest!

Ways to Be in Touch
Church Office            847.888.0668

Web site            www.uuce.org

PodCast                          uuce.libsyn.com

Schedule an event          uuce.org/event-scheduling.html

Newsletter submissions      newsletter@uuce.org

Board President: Lydia Larrabee           

Unichord Editor: 

    Bob Sandidge Newsletter@uuce.org   847.854.1111 

Due Dates

Order of Service                                   Wednesday PM

UNICHORD NEWS DUE                           Third Sunday

October Birthdays
16 Joy Shores

17 Shirley Wolin

17 Jim Hermann

18 Amy Schmidlin 

19 Betsy Thrasher

20 Anne Clough

30 Emma Brosier 

30 Mason Freeman

7 www.uuce.org

President’s Reflections

I wish that life should not be cheap, but 
sacred. I wish the days to be as centuries, 
loaded, fragrant. 

(1803 - 1882)                                                       Ralph Waldo Emerson 



The Unitarian Universalist Church of Elgin
P.O. Box 1032
Elgin, IL 60121 (847) 888-0668

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED
www.uuce.org

Thich Nhat Hahn  is a world-renowned writer, 
spiritual leader, scholar, poet, peace activist and 
Buddhist monk. His birthday is October 11, 1926
 
Waking Up
Waking up this morning, I smile.
Twenty-four brand new hours are before me.
I vow to live fully each moment
and to look at beings with the eye of compassion.

Washing Your Hands
Water flows over these hands.
May I use them skillfully
to preserve our precious planet.

Brushing Your T eeth
Brushing my teeth and rinsing my mouth,
I vow to speak purely and lovingly.
When my mouth is fragrant with right speech,
a flower blooms in the garden of my heart.

Driving the Car
Before starting the car
I know where I am going.
The car and I are one.
If the car goes fast, I go fast.

Watering the Plants
Don't think that you are cut off, dear plant.
This water comes to you from the Earth and sky.
You and I have been together
since beginningless time.


