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Jackie Van de Warker sent me this. It 
is entitled “I Wish You Enough”.

Recently, I overheard a mother and 
daughter in their last moments together 
at a regional airport. They had 
announced her departure and standing 
near the security gate, they hugged and she said, “I love you. 
I wish you enough.”

She in turn said, “Mom, our life together has been more 
than enough. Your love is all I ever needed. I wish you 
enough, too, Mom.” They kissed and the daughter headed 
down the boarding ramp.

The mother walked over toward the window where I was 
seated. Standing there, I could see that she was quietly crying. 
I tried not to intrude on her privacy, but she welcomed me in 
by asking, “Did you ever say good-bye to someone knowing 
it would be forever?”

“Yes, I have,” I replied.
“Forgive me for asking, but why is this a forever good-

bye?” I asked.
“I am old and she lives much too far away. I have 

challenges ahead and the reality is, the next trip back will be 
for my funeral,” she said.

“When you were saying good-bye I heard you say, “I wish 
you enough.” May I ask what that means?”

She began to smile. “That's a wish that has been handed 
down from other generations. My parents used to say it to 
everyone.”

She paused for a moment and looking up as if  trying to 
remember it in detail, she smiled even more.

“When we said ‘I wish you enough,’ we were wanting the 
other person to have a life filled with just enough good 
things to sustain them,” she continued. Then, turning toward 
me, she shared the following as if  she were reciting it from 
memory.

“I wish you enough sun to keep your attitude bright.
I wish you enough rain to appreciate the sun more.
I wish you enough happiness to keep your spirit alive.
I wish you enough pain so that the smallest joys in life 

appear much bigger.
I wish you enough gain to satisfy your wanting.
I wish you enough loss to appreciate all that you possess.
I wish you enough hellos to get you through the final 

goodbye.”
She finished, we sat in silence and watched the plane pull 

away from the gate.

From 
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Rev. Dan Brosier
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TENDING OUR COMMUNITY
“Somewhere, there are people to whom we can speak with 

passion without having the words catch in our throats. 
Somewhere a circle of  hands will open to receive us, eyes will 
light up as we enter, voices will celebrate with us whenever 
we come into our own power. Community means strength 
that joins our strength to do the work that needs to be done. 
Arms to hold us when we falter. A circle of  healing. A circle 
of  friends. Someplace where we can be free.” -Starhawk

I invite you to the small communities within our larger 
church community. Our communities come in all shapes and 
sizes—there has to be one that will fit into your lifestyle. And 
if  we don’t have one, we can start one. This month I will 
highlight the Covenant Groups that are in existence and later 
tell you how to go about joining one of  those or what to do 
with an idea for another group or program of  interest to you. 
Both are simple processes. Now on to the Covenant Groups 
that are ongoing: 

The Intentional Living Covenant Group meets twice a 
month with their mission being to support one another in 
identifying that which is essential for a whole and fulfilling 
life, and in striving to live intentionally. Mary Alice Masonick 
and Alice Macy are co-facilitators for the group.

The Spiritual Inquiry Covenant Group meets once a month 
to share readings and thoughts on the spiritual aspect of  our 
lives. The contact person for this group is Pat Pecho.

The third Covenant Group is a general discussion group 
which meets twice a month to share thoughts and ideas on 
topics ranging from Death to Atheism and all topics in 
between. Helen Maxwell and Alice Macy are the contacts for 
this group.

If  you see a group that strikes your fancy and you would 
like more information on the who, what, when, where, why 
and how of  Covenant Groups, please be in touch with me.

Let’s talk about how to start a group if  you have an idea 
and want to pursue it. Talk to me. We now have a procedure 
in place for new groups and programming. The information 
on procedures for starting a new group or program and New 
Program Proposal Forms are located at the clipboard wall in 
the Fellowship Hall or you can see me for copies. If  you have 
any questions about the procedures or the forms, ask me. It’s 
not that I’m the only one who knows anything about starting 
a new group, but I am the one who is tracking interests, 
monitoring membership in groups, reviewing the proposals, 
etc.

One last thought before I sign off. If  you have expressed 
an interest in a small group in the past year or so, please 
contact me. Now that we have a means of  starting new 
groups, I’d like to use it.

Yours in the spirit of  community, 
Kathy Hislip
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Announcements
NEW MEMBER
Since our last Unichord, Eric Beatty has signed the membership 
book. We joyfully welcome him into our community.

BOOK GROUP
You are warmly invited to join the members of  the Book Group 
at any of  their upcoming meetings, which begin at 7:00 p.m.

November 19 - “Three Junes” by Julia Glass.
At the home of  Jackie Van De Warker.

January 7 - Trivial Pursuit, book lover’s edition.
At the home of  Henny DuBois.

January 28 - “The Orchid Thief ” by Susan Orlean.
At the home of  Dotty Carringi.

WINTER HOLIDAY STUFF SWAP
Back by popular demand, the Intentional Living Covenant Group 
offers you the opportunity to “recycle” unwanted items by 
participating in the Winter Holiday Stuff  Swap. On any Sunday in 
November and December you can bring in things you no longer 
need—holiday decorations, greeting cards, gift items (no 
fruitcakes!)—and place them on the Stuff  Swap tables in 
Fellowship Hall (near the Food Pantry basket). Then all members 
and friends of  the congregation are invited to pick up anything 
they can use. By means of  the Stuff  Swap we hope to keep some 
stuff  out of  the landfill, help some people cut down on clutter, 
help others save money, and have some fun in the process. 
Questions? Contact Elizabeth Olson.

MAKE UP FOR LAST MONTH
Let’s make up for last month, when the donations to the Pantry 

were really skimpy—almost non-existent. Bring your donations 
of  non-perishable products on Pantry Sunday, November 7, or 
anytime during the month. The All Peoples Inter-Faith Pantry 
continues to serve people in our community (900 in August).

A short list of  needed items follows: powdered milk, laundry 
and face soap, fruit juice, canned fruits and vegetables, canned 
meat, cereal, soup, jelly, peanut butter, toilet paper, baby food and 
diapers.

COMING OF AGE/BOSTON BOUND
Mark your calendar for November 21 at 12:30 for the first 
meeting of  parents of  students in 6th through 8th grade to 
discuss the Coming of  Age program. This meeting is to discuss 
the ideas the RE Council has regarding a Coming of  Age 
program culminating in a trip to Boston. We hope to find out 
who is interested in participating and get started on our first 
steps. Please join us November 21 in room 203.

BLOOD GLUCOSE SCREENING: NOVEMBER 21
November is National Diabetes Month. Blood glucose screenings 
for diabetes will be offered on November 21 in Fellowship Hall 
following the service. The screening involves a finger prick and 
the results are immediate. Fasting is not necessary. $1.00 is 
requested to help pay for the blood test strips. Mary Alice 
Masonick, RN, Certified Diabetes Educator.

THE CHILDCARE TEAM
Throughout the year there may be a need for helpers in the 
childcare room. A helper is defined as someone who does what 
Ms. Debbie and/or Ms. Sharon tells them to do. A helper does 

Kudos to:
Steve Ortman for donating his painting of  
the U.U. Chalice; Mitch and Ann Kremer for 
pledging to sponsor a new chair for the church 
sanctuary; all who helped out at the Prairie 
Fest (see back page); Kerry Lantau for 
sharing her professional advice on possible 
parking lot expansion with the Space 
Utilization Task Force; Brandi Talaga for doing professional 
soil samples on our property to assist the Space Utilization 
Task Force and Landscaping & Grounds Team; thank you to 
all who have made contributions to the childcare fund: 
Gretchen and Trent Sherrell; Katherine and Dan Brosier; 
Kathy and Dan Hislip; bakers, coffee makers, and workers 
who helped make the Prairie Fest baked goods and beverage 
concession a success. Over $500 was raised for our children.

Month of Sundays
November
7 On Going to Heaven and How 

the Heavens Go
Both “science” and “religion” are 
rooted in the human desire to make 
sense out of  the complex world 
around us. Are the two inherently 
contradictory or complementary? 
Service led by Eric Prebys.

14 Music Sunday
Come join us for our annual fall 
Music Sunday when we celebrate 
the music of  this church. You are 
invited to sit back and let the spirit 
of  the music move you. During the 
service we will have a special 
offering in support of  the music 
program. Service led by the Rev. 
Dan Brosier.

21 Breaking Bread Together
The heart of  most churches, 
synagogues or temples is the 
community. In this service we 
celebrate the power of  community 
in our lives through words and a 
bread communion ritual. Service led 
by the Rev. Dan Brosier.

28 Gratitude for a Standing Mixer...
and other stories of  gratefulness at 
this season of  Thanksgiving. 
Service lead by Elise Wall.

not have to be in charge or plan anything. A helper gets to 
spend time getting to know the youngest members of  our 
church community and reconnecting to the joy and wonder of  
childhood. It really is an interesting and exciting way of  
spending a Sunday at church. If  you are interested in having 
your name placed on a “willing to help in the childcare room if  
needed” list, please be in touch with Kathy Hislip.

Something’s brewing… a 
new idea. Yes, a fundraising 
effort, but one that will feed 
you as well as feeding a 
worthwhile cause. “Women 
Cooking For Women” 
(WCFW) is about women 
cooking a meal, sharing the 
story of  a woman that is 
making a difference around 
the world or at home, and 
conversing with others while 

enjoying marvelous meals. We know you want to come, so here are 
the details:

November 5 will be the first WCFW dinner. Set-up begins in 
Fellowship Hall at 6:30p.m., and we will be ready to serve by 
7:00p.m.
Donations will be collected at the WCFW dinner for a special 
project supporting women. We will tell you about a Pakistani 
woman who is starting two schools (one for girls and one for 
boys) with monies she received for an injustice done to her. 
If  you cook (any hot dish, e.g., soups, casseroles, crockpots) the 
suggested donation is $5. If  you just come to eat, the suggested 
donation is $10. Salad, bread, light dessert, bottled water, and 
decaf  coffee/hot tea will be provided. Feel free to bring other 
beverages if  you so desire.
Women thirteen or older are welcome to participate. Those 
under twenty-one are asked to donate what money they can. 
Friends and family of  UUCE members are welcome to attend. 
No childcare will be provided.

Questions? & R.S.V.P.s (Yes, you must! Tell us if  you’re “cooking” or 
“just eating”) should be addressed to:

Laurie Kiesewetter
Andrea Schmidlin

We look forward to serving up some good food and conversation for 
a wonderful cause for women.

The UUCE Service Auction will be on February 12, 2005. We 
promise an evening filled with fun and festivity as we enjoy dinner, 
drinks, good music, fast-paced bidding, and have the opportunity to 
support our church. In order for this event to be a success we need 
your creativity and generosity. Please be thinking now of  items 
and/or services which you can donate to the auction. In the past 
such creative items as time share vacations, guided tours, dinner 
parties, home repair or decorating, food items, musical events, 
jewelry, tie-dye workshop, child care, computer consulting, web page 
design, etc. have all been donated. You are only limited by your 
imagination. We all have something to offer! There will be a brief  
organizing meeting on November 7 during coffee hour for anyone 
interested in helping. Please contact Debbie or Eric Prebys with any 
questions or if  you would like to help.

!

!

!

!

SERVICES BEGIN AT 10:45 A.M.
WE LOOK FORWARD TO SEEING YOU
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The 2004-2005 budget calls for $106,400 in pledges; six 
months’ worth of  this figure is $53,200. Questions? 
Contact your treasurer, Alice Macy, at treasurer@uuce.org.

Member Pledges—Year to Date

Budgeted
$53,200

Actual
$57,338

 

Save the Date 

Who Am I?
This famous UU championed many 
causes and charities. Prior to a severe 
1995 injury, his career in the performing 
arts shared equal importance to him 
with fighting for the arts, environment, 
children, and human rights. Sadly, he 
passed away last month.

(answer will appear in the next Unichord)
October’s Who Am I was Fannie Farmer.
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The 2004-2005 budget calls for $106,400 in pledges; six 
months’ worth of  this figure is $53,200. Questions? 
Contact your treasurer, Alice Macy, at treasurer@uuce.org.

Member Pledges—Year to Date

Budgeted
$53,200

Actual
$57,338

 

Save the Date 

Who Am I?
This famous UU championed many 
causes and charities. Prior to a severe 
1995 injury, his career in the performing 
arts shared equal importance to him 
with fighting for the arts, environment, 
children, and human rights. Sadly, he 
passed away last month.

(answer will appear in the next Unichord)
October’s Who Am I was Fannie Farmer.
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Kathy Underwood, DRE

The 2004-05 church year is off  to 
a great start! Religious Education 
classes are going well, Prairie Fest 
was a big success, the Halloween 
Party will be ghoulish fun, and 
there’s plenty to look forward to in 
November.

On November 21, parents of  
youth in grades 6-8 are invited to an 
informational gathering about a Coming of  Age Program. 
Complete details are elsewhere in this newsletter. Music Sunday 
will be on November 14, so all children and youth are welcome to 
attend the whole service. The nursery and preschool room will be 
open for those wishing to use it during the service.

Here is a look at what the classes will be doing:
November 7:

Preschool: “Fall Plantings” 
K-2: “Sukkot”
3-5: “Jacob & Esau”
6-8: “Exploring Judaism”
High School: Discussion on “The Passion of  the Christ”

November 14: Music Sunday—no classes
November 21:

Preschool: “Thanksgiving”
K-2: “Simhat Torah”
3-5: “Puppet Show”
6-8: “Visiting a Synagogue”
High School: Possible field trip

November 28:
Preschool: “Hanukkah”
K-2: “All Saints’ Day”
3-5: “The Twelve Tribes of  Israel”
6-8: “Integrating Our Experiences”
High School: “Ezekiel” from Conversations with the Bible

On another note, many of  you have asked about some of  my 
involvements outside of  the church but within the denomination. 
My most challenging role right now is as President of  the Central 
Midwest District Chapter of  the Liberal Religious Educators’ 
Association, which is the main professional organization that 
religious educators belong to. As of  this writing, I am preparing a 
worship service with three colleagues for our Continental 
Conference in Chicago, where 200 religious educators will gather 
for lectures, workshops, worship, and community. 

In November, I will be coordinating a retreat for our Chapter 
at Starved Rock Lodge. I am also serving on the District’s 
Growth Initiative and Support Committee, which is presenting its 
report and recommended goals on growth to the District Board 
on November 20. I have learned so much about our greater UU 
community through this work. My new challenge will be how to 
inspire others to get involved beyond the walls of  our humble 
barn, and out across the vast prairies, lakes, woods, and even 
mountains! I am blessed to have such a supportive community 
here that allows me to branch out and do this work. 

Thank you! -Kathy

Co-Presidents’

Report

Ways to Get in Touch
Church Office 847-888-0668
Web site www.uuce.org
Newsletter Submissions newsletter@uuce.org

Board Co-Presidents
Dan & Kathy Hislip
Newsletter Editor:
Todd Underwood

Deadlines
Order of  Service Thursday PM
Unichord November 21

November Birthdays

One of  the essential 
parts of  the Strategic 
Plan is growth and it is 
expressed in the plan in 
terms of  an increase in 
church membership. It’s a 
worthy goal and one which, 
while hard to achieve, is 
worth the effort we will 
expend to meet it. 

We just attended the Leadership Conference for the Central 
Midwest District where we were exposed to a number of  new 
concepts. One which we’d like to share is a new perspective on 
growth. There are four types of  growth, the first of  which is 
numerical. It is certainly important that we increase our 
numbers to spread the costs of  increasing our internal and 
external outreach. But we shouldn’t grow to the exclusion of  
our forms of  growth which include maturational growth, 
organic growth and incarnational growth. Besides being a 
mouthful to say, what do these mean? 

Maturational growth is growing in one’s faith, deepening 
one’s spiritual roots and broadening one’s religious imagination. 
It is proceeding further along one’s own spiritual journey and, 
after all, isn’t that one of  the fundamental reasons we all attend 
UUCE? This type of  growth is personal growth with all the 
healthy benefits that accrue to folks who put in the time and 
effort. 

Organic growth is building community within the church. It 
is creating organizational structures or developing practices and 
processes in which our members and friends can grow and 
make a difference. It’s new programs and new covenant groups 
and new ways of  inclusion for the folks already in our midst 
This is community growth involving everyone already on board 
at the church and it is being intentional about creating even 
more spaces in programs to attract the numerical growth we 
seek. 

Incarnational growth is expanding the programs of  our faith 
in our outreach to others. It is living our principles in our 
neighborhood, in our community, in our state, in our nation 
and in our world. It is broadening the number of  places where 
we intersect the world outside our church doors by living our 
faith in service to others. 

Each of  these additional types of  growth brings an advantage 
to our church community and where you decide to place your 
personal emphasis is an individual decision which is your own. 
But let’s not grow the number of  people to the exclusion of  
these other forms of  growth. That was not what was intended 
by the Strategic Plan and to do so would be unbalanced and 
unwholesome. We will be making many choices as we seek to 
implement the Plan and live according to our Vision. Let’s be 
intentional about not making one-dimensional growth 
decisions when all four types of  growth offer so much to 
improve our individual spirituality, our community ties and our 
outreach to the rest of  the world.

Dan and Kathy

Dan and Kathy Hislip
Board Co-Presidents

2 Henny DuBois
2 Zachary Benson
2 Kerry Lantau
6 Mary Alice Masonick
7 Kay Kummerow
7 Miles Anderson
8 Cynthia Simmons
10 Noreen Halberstadt
12 David Brooks
13 Betsi Waldron
13 Aven Simmons
13 Blake Simmons
15 Andrea Schmidlin

16 Camilla Rose Husseini
16 Susan Sitter
18 Jeff  James
19 Jim Navadomskis
20 Louise Militor
20 Bonnie Schwank
22 Samantha Merritt
23 Laurie Waller
26 Norm Wilkinson
26 Helen King
27 Elizabeth Olson
29 Maureen Navadomskis

UUCE YOUTH GROUP
The youth group sponsored by this church is now into its 

second year. This group encompasses our high school and 
college-aged young people. It is an extension of  community 
outreach for UUCE in two ways. We welcome youth from the 
greater Elgin community, as well as youth from this church. In 
turn they reach out to the community in service.

Community service is the primary focus. Our vision is to 
recognize needs within our communities and identify ways in 
which we can make a positive difference. By exploring different 
areas of  service we hope to help each other find our niche. These 
might be efforts at social causes, environmental concerns, or 
simple needs within our community. We try to alternate fun 
outings with these service opportunities. We have also planned 
something new for this year. On several occasions we will be 
attending services at places of  worship that hold to the Judeo-
Christian tradition. Next year we will visit places of  worship 
founded in Eastern religions. We hope to gain insight into these 
religions and their cultures.

Last year recreational outings included a trip to Great America, 
indoor miniature golf, and black light bowling. During the 
summer we enjoyed rock climbing, caving, canoeing, and 
horseback riding while at camp. The service outings were 
educational, creative, and often sustained, committed hard work. 
Our youth visited the Crisis Center, painted a mural on the walls 
of  the pediatric treatment room at Sherman Hospital, met with 
inmates at a super max correctional facility, and helped clear and 
create trails at an environmental camp adjacent to the Shawnee 
National Forest.

GREEN CORNER
What Can We Do To Slow Down Climate Change?

Our climate is changing because humans are adding large 
amounts of  heat-trapping gases, especially carbon dioxide (CO ), 2

to the atmosphere. Climate change is recognized by scientists as 
a devastating environmental threat that is beginning to manifest 
itself  in rising temperatures, changes in precipitation, and more 
frequent severe storms.

The activities of  the average American result in 5.6 tons of  
 emissions a year. Most of  these emissions are produced by 

our electrical power plants and our motor vehicles. We can make 
choices every day that would reduce these emissions.

The 1-2-3 Program is a response to global warming which 
reduces our  emissions, while saving us money at the same 

time. We encourage you to pledge to commit to the following 
actions. Watch for a pledge sheet at church.

In the 1-2-3 Program, each person or household pledges to 
take three steps. 

1. Reduce the thermostat setting at home by 1 degree (saves 
330# of   yearly)

2. Reduce highway driving speed (60 mph or more) by 2 miles 
per hour (saves 390# of   yearly)

3. Replace 3 regular light bulbs with compact fluorescent light 
bulbs (saves 600# of   yearly)

Sources: First Unitarian Church, Portland; “Confronting Climate 
Change in the Great Lakes Region,” April 2003, the Union of  
Concerned Scientists.

CO2

CO2

CO2

CO2

CO2

This youth group appreciates and needs your support. If  you 
see new teenagers at the service feel free to ask them if  they are 
members of  the youth group and thank them for their hard 
work. We also need your financial support. Most of  our 
operating budget is raised by the teenagers. Last year the youth 
donated their labor for two work days and the church responded 
generously. The youth also realized a profit from the weeding 
and mulching of  the labyrinth and from painting the church 
over the summer. This year we ran the popcorn stand at Prairie 
Fest and are now looking at options for the future. Our next 
planned fundraiser is this month. If  you need to have your yard 
raked and prepared for winter please call Bob Bedard. We are 
setting aside November 14 for this project with an alternate bad 
weather date of  November 20.

November Youth Group Activities:
Nov. 5: Congregation Kneseth Israel Synagogue
Nov. 14: Yard work fundraiser or Game Works
Nov. 20: Game Works (a virtual reality arcade) or 

Yard Work fundraiser
Further details will be published in the Order of  Service and 

emails will be sent to interested youth and parents. High school 
youth interested in participating may contact Bob or Anne 
Bedard at UUCEyouthgroup@aol.com.

On October 16, members of  
our Youth Group volunteered
to pick prairie seeds at Burnidge 
Woods Forest Preserve
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Prairie Fest 2004 was a great success primarily due to the efforts 
of  a host of  volunteers. Thanks so much to all the volunteers 
who helped out before, during and after the Prairie Fest including 
those who didn’t sign up to help but volunteered during the 
festival. And, of  course, thank you to everyone who attended and 
invited others to attend.

There are too many names of  volunteers to list here but the 
following is a listing of  some special contributors - our apologies 
in advance for any omissions. Special thanks to Paul and Suzanne 
Hanifl for underwriting the festival; and to the Prairie Fest Seed 
Team who planned and coordinated the event. Team members 
were Dan Brosier, speaker coordinator; Claire Dassy, children’s 
crafts; Kathy Hislip, food, public relations and logistics 
coordination; Sheena John, garden tours; Laurie Kiesewetter, craft 

booths and raffle; Mary Alice Masonick, information booths and 
speaker coordinator; Edythe Nagler and Brandi Talaga, historical 
information; Linda Porter, special events and logistics 
coordination; Elizabeth Olson and Jack Berry, environmental 
demonstrations; Dave Segel, commercial information booths; 
Andrea Schmidlin, pre-festival logistics; and Todd Underwood, 
music, graphics and public relations.

Thanks also to Rusty Winchel for supplying and setting up the 
sound equipment; Dave and Jennifer Briggs, Rusty, and Mike 
Moutrie for performing; Helen Maxwell and Pat Pecho for 
coordinating the Prairie Boutique which raised over $400 for our 
church gardens; Kristy Shanahan for overseeing the bake sale 
which raised over $500 for the child care fund; Lydia Larrabee 
for helping to set up the grounds; Andy Carey for sign 
installation; Karen Olesch-Williams for leading the labyrinth 
walks; Kathy Underwood for overseeing prairie seed collections; 
Jim Porter and Dan Hislip for parking coordination; Kay 
Kummerow for helping to secure remote parking areas; the 
Schmidlins for allowing us to use their yard for volunteer 
parking; Alice Macy, Betsi Waldron, and Pat Pecho for all their 
help with Prairie Fest financial accounting; Jake Prebys and 
Emily Waldron for two great Enviroscape presentations; Mollie 
Kiesewetter and Rachel Bekeris for helping in the Craft Tent; 
Nick Prebys, Sebastian Trux, Denise Benson for an outstanding 
job selling raffle tickets; and all the RE classes for their help 
preparing for the Prairie Fest.  

The Prairie Fest Seed Team is meeting after church on 
November 14 to celebrate and to review this year’s activities. If  
you have suggestions for making the Prairie Fest an even bigger 
success in the future please contact Linda Porter or Kathy Hislip.

Backstage during David and Jennifer Briggs’ Prairie Fest performance


