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THE DREAM COME TRUE

E AT ’ N  A N D  M E E T ’ N 

With the completion of  the third floor building project, 
the construction of  our Prairie Cathedral, which began 
over a decade ago, is finally complete. It is a wonderful 
moment in time for this church community and now, 
working together, we must finish funding the dream.

At its September meeting, the Board of  Trustees 
authorized a capital campaign to raise the funds to pay for 
the third floor construction ($130,300), and to retire the 
debt we have from a previous construction loan ($24,220). 
Over half  the cost of  the construction has already been 
covered by two generous donations from members. Now 
we must raise the rest of  the money. (At this point, the 
bills have been paid by a short-term, interest-free loan.)

A Capital Fund Campaign Committee has been formed 
to plan and carry out the drive this Fall. The committee is 
co-chaired by Chris and Tim Davis, and also includes Jim 
Burnidge, Kerry Lantau, Alice Macy, . There 
will be a two-week campaign, beginning November 20, 
during which members and friends will be asked to make a 
pledge of  financial support to be paid over the next three 
years. More information will be arriving in the mail.

Dan Brosier

The first two Eat and Meet Wednesdays were 
quite well attended and received. Following 
each dinner, a vespers service took place. 

On October 26, the vespers service included a 
candlelight peace vigil (left).

Capital Fund Campaign Committee members (L to R) Chris Davis,
Jim Burnidge, Kerry Lantau, Dan Brosier and Alice Macy

take a moment to enjoy the new third floor construction.
(Not pictured, Tim Davis.)

Eat and Meet Wednesdays will continue in November. Due 
to the Thanksgiving holiday, the schedule will be a bit 
different—the second and fifth Wednesdays (Nov. 9 and 30). 
A light supper will be offered starting at 6:00, with a vespers 
service from 7-7:15, followed by programming. We do ask 
that you sign up on the clipboard if  you are planning to have 
dinner so that we know how many to plan for. Childcare will 
be provided. If  you have a program you would like to offer 
on one of  these nights, if  you would like to lead one of  the 
vespers services, or if  you have any questions, please contact 
any member of  the Programming Council (Kathy Hislip, 
Andrea Schmidlin, Kathy Underwood). 

Scheduled programming in November includes Women’s 
Spirituality (Nov. 9), Drumming Circle (Nov. 30), which are 
open to all 
participants, and 
Parents as Resident 
Theologians (Nov. 9 
and 30), which is an 
ongoing program for 
those already enrolled. 
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Something caused me to pause this 
fall and notice that which is absolutely 
vital to this community, yet often 
unnoticed. It might have started when 
I bumped into Mary Alice Masonick. 
I had been working in my office for 
quite some time, the building was 
quiet, and I assumed that I was the 
only one around. At some point I 
needed something in the kitchen, and 
on the way there I bumped into Mary Alice, walking 
through the lobby carrying a bucket. We exchanged 
greetings and then I asked her what she was up to. 
“Watering the new prairie plants,” she said. “It has been 
such a dry summer we have had to water them each week.” 
“How long have you been out here?” I asked. “An hour or 
so,” she replied.

I was not only totally unaware that she had been out 
there for the past hour, but I was unaware that she, and 
others, had worked all summer to keep those plants alive. 
Whenever I saw the church grounds things looked good—I 
took it for granted that they were “naturally” getting what 
they needed to thrive. In reality it was the sweat of  several 
people that sustained the plantings.

And so I was reminded of  the countless things that are 
done around the church that keep this community going. 
Things done by volunteers. Things done each and every 
week—or once a year. Things done by the members and 
friends of  this congregation often without much, if  any, 
awareness by the rest of  us that something was done.

For instance, those who make coffee on Sundays and 
clean up after the services, those who mow the grass, those 
who check to see that the bathrooms have paper towels, 
those who pick the garlic mustard, those who help plant the 
prairie plants in the spring and harvest the seeds in the fall, 
those who handle the offering each Sunday, those who 
clean up some mess they find, those who staff  the RE 
program, those who plan out the church activities, those 
who water the indoor plants each week, those who go 
through the building and change light bulbs, those who fix a 
toilet that continues to run, those who participate in the all-
church cleanup, those who help with the Prairie Fest and 
rummage sale, those who run and maintain the sound 
system, those who care for our computers, those who send 
flowers to members in the hospital, those who send cards 
to those who are ill, and those who pick up litter around the 
property. I hope you get the point—the list goes on. A lot 
of  people do things to maintain the community, many 
outside of  any official role—many without thanks or any 
form of  recognition.

For what it’s worth—thank you. You have made a 
difference. You are a comfort and an inspiration.

From  the Minister

Rev. Dan Brosier
Linda Porter
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FROM YOUR CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR
Getting to Know U

We try really hard at UUCE to make our 
visitors, new friends and new members feel 
welcome. One of  the best ways to 
demonstrate this welcoming attitude is to 
call new folks by their first names. I don’t 
know about you but, for me, remembering 
the names of  new acquaintances is not an 
easy task. To help our memories out, we ask 
everyone to wear a nametag.

On a visitor’s first Sunday in church, we 
provide recyclable visitor nametags. After 
the service these can be returned to the visitor table for future use. 
We also ask all our current members and friends to wear a printed 
“permanent” nametag. If  you are a return attendee at our church, you 
might want to consider signing up for a printed nametag. These 
nametags are available to anyone who attends church services on a 
regular basis. A clipboard is available by the nametag rack to sign up 
for a printed nametag. The church office will print out the requested 
nametags and place them in the basket under the clipboard. After you 
have retrieved and worn your nametag, just hang it up on a hook and 
it will be waiting for you the next week.

Getting in Touch With Your Church Administrator
The Church Administrator’s regular hours at the church are 10:00 

a.m. to 12:00 p.m. W-F and 10:00 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. on Sundays. The 
phone number at the church is 847-888-0668. If  you need to get in 
touch with me at other times during the week, you can also send me 
an e-mail at administrator@uuce.org.

I am happy to hear from church members. I try to answer your 
questions and provide the assistance you need, or refer you to 
someone else who can help. I do have one favor to ask. When asking 
me to provide information, or to respond to a request, please either 
send me an e-mail or a written note. I have a mailbox across from the 
church office where notes can be placed. This is much safer than 
coming up to me on Sunday morning with a verbal request. Thanks 
for your help.

Linda Porter, Church Administrator
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Member Pledges—2005-06 Fiscal Year

Budgeted
$58,750 Actual

$56,731

The 2005-2006 budget calls for $117,500 in pledges; six 
months’ worth of  this figure is $58,750. Questions? Contact 
your Finance Coordinator, Alice Macy.
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Month of Sundays
November
6 Preserving Our Sense of  Place

Marianne Nelson, Executive Director of  the 
Fox Valley Land Foundation, will speak on 
the importance of  place and space to the 
human spirit. “Despite its importance in the 
social, cultural and economic life of  the 
community, the spirit of  place is easily 
destroyed… Uniqueness fades into 
anonymity. Every place starts looking like Any 
place, and eventually they all look like No 
place.” –Richard Moe. Service led by 
Elizabeth Olson.

13 Music Sunday
Come join us for our annual fall Music 
Sunday when we celebrate the music of  this 
church. You are invited to sit back and let the 
spirit of  the music move you. During the 
service we will have a special offering in 
support of  the music program. Service led by 
the Rev. Dan Brosier.

20 Celebrating A Dream Come True
This is a celebration of  the fulfillment of  a 
dream that began over a decade ago—the 
completion of  a new church home. It is a 
celebration of  the fulfillment of  a dream that 
began nearly 30 years ago to have once again 
a beautiful sanctuary, a separate fellowship 
space, and adequate and safe classrooms. 
Come celebrate. After the service we will hold 
a ribbon cutting ceremony for the third floor. 
Service led by the Rev. Dan Brosier.

27 Deck The Halls
We mark the holiday seasons with a service 
devoted to decking our building out in holiday 
spirit and in so doing encourage it within 
ourselves. The morning begins with us all 
gathered in the sanctuary for a few minutes of  
opening words and music, and then we split 
up into various activities. It is a morning of  
activity and good cheer.

SERVICES BEGIN AT 10:45 A.M.
WE LOOK FORWARD TO SEEING YOU

Announcements
CIRCLE OF LIFE
We are saddened by the news of  the sudden death of  Dan 
Riordan’s two-month-old grandson, Connor. Our thoughts are 
with Dan and his family.

NEW MEMBERS
Since our last Unichord, Michael Koo and Grace Chao signed the 
membership book. We joyfully welcome them into our church 
community. 

BOOK GROUP
You are warmly invited to join the members of  the Book Group 
at any of  their upcoming meetings, which begin at 7:00 p.m.

November 18 - “Lucy” by Ellen Feldman.
At the home of  Alice Macy.

December 30 - “The Known World” by Edward P. Jones.
At the home of  Henny DuBois.

January 27 - “Mountains Beyond Mountains” by Tracy Kidder.
At the home of  Jackie VanDeWarker.

February - “Peace Like a River” by Leif  Enger.
Date and place TBA.

WISH LIST
Repair and clean our filmstrip projector.

UUA-UUSC GULF COAST RELIEF FUND
UUCE collected $3,431 to assist UU congregations affected by 
Hurricane Katrina. In addition, several members sent donations 
on their own. 

Contributions for 
earthquake victims may be sent to UUSC-UUA South Asia 
Earthquake Relief  Fund, PO Box 845259, Boston, MA 02284-
5259.

THANK YOU, THANK YOU, THANK YOU
The first thank you is for all the people who contributed to the 
Pantry on our designated Pantry Sunday. The second thank you is 
for those who made Pantry donations at the Women Cooking for 
Women meeting. The third thank you is for the Women Cooking 
for Women organizers, who came up with the idea of  having 
participants at the October meeting donate to the Food Pantry. 
Remember to bring your donations for the Inter-Faith Pantry on 
our Pantry Sunday, November 6, but, as always, your donations 
are welcome anytime during the month.

BUY A COOKIE, GET A TICKET
On Sunday, November 13, after church, the qUUilters will hold a 
special promotional BAKE SALE. Buy a $1 quilt raffle ticket and 
get a delicious homemade treat! Or, buy a mouth-watering snack 
for just $1 and get a quilt raffle ticket—free! Those looking to 
split the difference are invited to think of  this event as a 2-for-1 
sale. “It will be a great day when UUs have all the social justice 
they need and the army has to hold a bake sale to buy a quilt.” Or 
something like that. Questions, contact Frieda Anderson.

DIABETES SCREENING NOVEMBER 13
November is National Diabetes Awareness Month.  Blood 
glucose screenings will be offered in the Fellowship Hall 
following the service.  The screening involves a finger prick and 

Nationwide, UUs have donated $2,360,000 to this 
fund, and more, as well, to other relief  efforts. 

Kudos to:
All the chaperones and drivers for the outing 
at Goebbert’s Farm; Lydia Larrabee for leading 
an excellent and enjoyable Leadership Retreat; 
Kristy Shanahan for volunteering to serve as 
assistant in the nursery; the Care Team for 
coordinating the reception for Dan Riordan’s 
grandson’s memorial service; Mila Brinker for coordinating 
the Halloween Party and Sandy Russel for coordinating the 
Candlelight Labyrinth Walk; Jim Porter, Andy Carey, Bob 
Jackson, Ed Wall, Jack Berry and Joe and Mary Alice 
Masonick for participating in the Adopt-A-Highway litter 
cleanup on October 23.

the results are immediate.  Fasting is not necessary.  
$1.00 is requested to help pay for the blood test strips.
Mary Alice Masonick, RN, Certified Diabetes Educator.

RUMMAGE SALE—NOT!
Since no-one has volunteered to coordinate it, there will be no 
rummage sale next Spring. Please do NOT bring your stuff  to 
the church!

NO SUNDAY SERVICES 12/25 AND 1/1
Due to the fact that Christmas and New Year’s Day fall on 
Sundays this year, we will not hold services on those days. We 
will have our traditional Christmas Eve Service, and this year 
we’ll hold a service on New Year’s Eve.

UUs FOR SOCIAL JUSTICE ANNUAL MEETING 
Unitarian Universalists for Social Justice, an independent not-
for-profit corporation, which is the social justice affiliate of  the 
Chicago Area Unitarian Universalist Council, will hold its annual 
meeting for 2005 on Sunday, November 20, from 2 to 5 p.m., at 
the Unitarian Church of  Hinsdale, 17 W. Maple St., Hinsdale, IL. 
The program for the meeting, from roughly 2 to 3 p.m., is a 
workshop entitled “The Absurdity of  Corporate Personhood.” 
The organization’s annual business meeting will follow, from 
roughly 3 to 5 p.m. It will include a financial report, election of  
officers, by-law amendments, a discussion with our district’s new 
Social Justice staff  person, planning new UUSJ initiatives, and 
more. For further information, or driving directions to the site 
of  this meeting, you may e-mail uusj@att.net or phone 773-643-
8061. 

FREE LECTURE AT COUNTRYSIDE
The lecture “Eye Witness to War: Witness to Peace” by Kathy 

Kelly, author, speaker, and founder of  Voices for Creative Non-
Violence (formerly Voices in the Wilderness), will be held on 
Sunday, November 6, 2005 at 2:00 PM. It is a part of  
Countryside UU Church’s lecture series, “Go Now In Peace”.

By anecdote and analysis Kathy will reflect on her experiences 
in war zones and will discuss the potential for further invention 
of  non-violence in the world. She has been nominated for the 
Nobel Prize for Peace three times and has obtained over thirty 
awards for peace and justice. Kathy has been in war zones from 
Bosnia to the West Bank and Baghdad. 

The lecture is free and open to the public.  Countryside is 
located at 1025 N. Smith Rd., Palatine, IL 60047, 847-359-8440.

INTRODUCING THE alt.energy.band
The alt.energy.band is a new group which is exploring the 
feasibility of  installing one or more renewable energy systems at 
the church. So far, the AEB has:

! begun tracking down grant funding 
! gotten an estimate for “loop field” geothermal heating and 

cooling (which would cut our propane use by half  or more)
! started following up on the building’s 2001 energy audit 
! engaged representatives of  the Illinois Renewable Energy 

Association for a complete building assessment (date TBD). 
Band members include Eric Prebys, MaryAlice Masonick, Joe 
Masonick, Donna Askins and Jack Berry. Guests and other parties 
accosted by the group’s efforts include Dirk Dypold, Dan Brosier, 
Mike Moutrie, and Andy Carey; sincere thanks are given for their 
contributions.
This group is action-oriented and committed to exploring solar, 
wind, and other RE systems to figure out which would be the best 
fit for our church home. With careful work and a bit of  luck, the 
church will soon reduce its dependence on fossil fuel. Such a 
change will make our building more viable for future generations 
to inhabit.

PRAIRIE FEST THANKS
Many thanks to all who helped out as volunteers at Prairie Fest 
2005. It was wonderful fun. Our best estimate is that we had 
approximately 500 people enjoying the wonderful art, crafts, 
information, music, activities, food and great weather. Special 
kudos to the following coordinators and assistants: Boutique: 
Helen Maxwell and Pat Pecho; Communications: Linda Porter; 
Children’s Area: Janeen Vanko and Stacey Reynolds; Food Sales: 
Kathy Hislip and Cheren Waller; Information Providers: Mary 
Alice Masonick; Logistics: Linda Porter, Lydia Larrabee; Music: 
Todd Underwood, Rusty Winchel, Mike Moutrie; Sandy Webster; 
Parking: Jim Porter and Kay Kummerow; Publicity: Elizabeth 
Waldron and Todd Underwood; Speakers: Elizabeth Olson; 
Vendors: Laurie Kiesewetter, Helen Maxwell, Shirley Wolin, Pat 
Pecho, and Mila Brinker. And of  course thanks to Brigid’s Cross 
for the wonderful music, Karen’s Café for the great food, Leone 
Anderson for her children’s readings; and all the vendors and 
information providers for participating in the Fest.

INTENTIONAL LIVING COVENANT GROUP
The Intentional Living Covenant Group is seeking additional 
members. We are a support group for people interested in living 
more deeply, more intentionally. We try to be practical and 
realistic, but at the same time we have gone into some pretty 
cutting-edge stuff. Some of  that areas that we have explored or 
hope to explore include Simple Living, Voluntary Simplicity, 
Sustainability, Peak Oil, De-Cluttering, Deep Ecology, 
Consumerism, De-Stressing the Holidays, Slow Food, Organic 
and Recycled Products, Fish Consumption, Community 
Supported Agriculture, Vegetarianism, Locally-Produced Food 
and Goods, Co-Housing, Spiritual Ecology, Eco-Psychology, 
Composting, and the Humane Treatment of  Food Animals. We 
are currently reading and discussing Janet Luhrs’ book, “The 
Simple Living Guide.” The book provides strategies, stories, 
resources, and inspiration for less stressful, more joyful living. 
Does this sound like something you would enjoy delving into? 
Please join us for our next meeting on November 17. Contact 
Mary Alice Masonick for more information.
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up into various activities. It is a morning of  
activity and good cheer.

SERVICES BEGIN AT 10:45 A.M.
WE LOOK FORWARD TO SEEING YOU

Announcements
CIRCLE OF LIFE
We are saddened by the news of  the sudden death of  Dan 
Riordan’s two-month-old grandson, Connor. Our thoughts are 
with Dan and his family.

NEW MEMBERS
Since our last Unichord, Michael Koo and Grace Chao signed the 
membership book. We joyfully welcome them into our church 
community. 

BOOK GROUP
You are warmly invited to join the members of  the Book Group 
at any of  their upcoming meetings, which begin at 7:00 p.m.

November 18 - “Lucy” by Ellen Feldman.
At the home of  Alice Macy.

December 30 - “The Known World” by Edward P. Jones.
At the home of  Henny DuBois.

January 27 - “Mountains Beyond Mountains” by Tracy Kidder.
At the home of  Jackie VanDeWarker.

February - “Peace Like a River” by Leif  Enger.
Date and place TBA.

WISH LIST
Repair and clean our filmstrip projector.

UUA-UUSC GULF COAST RELIEF FUND
UUCE collected $3,431 to assist UU congregations affected by 
Hurricane Katrina. In addition, several members sent donations 
on their own. 

Contributions for 
earthquake victims may be sent to UUSC-UUA South Asia 
Earthquake Relief  Fund, PO Box 845259, Boston, MA 02284-
5259.

THANK YOU, THANK YOU, THANK YOU
The first thank you is for all the people who contributed to the 
Pantry on our designated Pantry Sunday. The second thank you is 
for those who made Pantry donations at the Women Cooking for 
Women meeting. The third thank you is for the Women Cooking 
for Women organizers, who came up with the idea of  having 
participants at the October meeting donate to the Food Pantry. 
Remember to bring your donations for the Inter-Faith Pantry on 
our Pantry Sunday, November 6, but, as always, your donations 
are welcome anytime during the month.

BUY A COOKIE, GET A TICKET
On Sunday, November 13, after church, the qUUilters will hold a 
special promotional BAKE SALE. Buy a $1 quilt raffle ticket and 
get a delicious homemade treat! Or, buy a mouth-watering snack 
for just $1 and get a quilt raffle ticket—free! Those looking to 
split the difference are invited to think of  this event as a 2-for-1 
sale. “It will be a great day when UUs have all the social justice 
they need and the army has to hold a bake sale to buy a quilt.” Or 
something like that. Questions, contact Frieda Anderson.

DIABETES SCREENING NOVEMBER 13
November is National Diabetes Awareness Month.  Blood 
glucose screenings will be offered in the Fellowship Hall 
following the service.  The screening involves a finger prick and 

Nationwide, UUs have donated $2,360,000 to this 
fund, and more, as well, to other relief  efforts. 

Kudos to:
All the chaperones and drivers for the outing 
at Goebbert’s Farm; Lydia Larrabee for leading 
an excellent and enjoyable Leadership Retreat; 
Kristy Shanahan for volunteering to serve as 
assistant in the nursery; the Care Team for 
coordinating the reception for Dan Riordan’s 
grandson’s memorial service; Mila Brinker for coordinating 
the Halloween Party and Sandy Russel for coordinating the 
Candlelight Labyrinth Walk; Jim Porter, Andy Carey, Bob 
Jackson, Ed Wall, Jack Berry and Joe and Mary Alice 
Masonick for participating in the Adopt-A-Highway litter 
cleanup on October 23.

the results are immediate.  Fasting is not necessary.  
$1.00 is requested to help pay for the blood test strips.
Mary Alice Masonick, RN, Certified Diabetes Educator.

RUMMAGE SALE—NOT!
Since no-one has volunteered to coordinate it, there will be no 
rummage sale next Spring. Please do NOT bring your stuff  to 
the church!

NO SUNDAY SERVICES 12/25 AND 1/1
Due to the fact that Christmas and New Year’s Day fall on 
Sundays this year, we will not hold services on those days. We 
will have our traditional Christmas Eve Service, and this year 
we’ll hold a service on New Year’s Eve.

UUs FOR SOCIAL JUSTICE ANNUAL MEETING 
Unitarian Universalists for Social Justice, an independent not-
for-profit corporation, which is the social justice affiliate of  the 
Chicago Area Unitarian Universalist Council, will hold its annual 
meeting for 2005 on Sunday, November 20, from 2 to 5 p.m., at 
the Unitarian Church of  Hinsdale, 17 W. Maple St., Hinsdale, IL. 
The program for the meeting, from roughly 2 to 3 p.m., is a 
workshop entitled “The Absurdity of  Corporate Personhood.” 
The organization’s annual business meeting will follow, from 
roughly 3 to 5 p.m. It will include a financial report, election of  
officers, by-law amendments, a discussion with our district’s new 
Social Justice staff  person, planning new UUSJ initiatives, and 
more. For further information, or driving directions to the site 
of  this meeting, you may e-mail uusj@att.net or phone 773-643-
8061. 

FREE LECTURE AT COUNTRYSIDE
The lecture “Eye Witness to War: Witness to Peace” by Kathy 

Kelly, author, speaker, and founder of  Voices for Creative Non-
Violence (formerly Voices in the Wilderness), will be held on 
Sunday, November 6, 2005 at 2:00 PM. It is a part of  
Countryside UU Church’s lecture series, “Go Now In Peace”.

By anecdote and analysis Kathy will reflect on her experiences 
in war zones and will discuss the potential for further invention 
of  non-violence in the world. She has been nominated for the 
Nobel Prize for Peace three times and has obtained over thirty 
awards for peace and justice. Kathy has been in war zones from 
Bosnia to the West Bank and Baghdad. 

The lecture is free and open to the public.  Countryside is 
located at 1025 N. Smith Rd., Palatine, IL 60047, 847-359-8440.

INTRODUCING THE alt.energy.band
The alt.energy.band is a new group which is exploring the 
feasibility of  installing one or more renewable energy systems at 
the church. So far, the AEB has:

! begun tracking down grant funding 
! gotten an estimate for “loop field” geothermal heating and 

cooling (which would cut our propane use by half  or more)
! started following up on the building’s 2001 energy audit 
! engaged representatives of  the Illinois Renewable Energy 

Association for a complete building assessment (date TBD). 
Band members include Eric Prebys, MaryAlice Masonick, Joe 
Masonick, Donna Askins and Jack Berry. Guests and other parties 
accosted by the group’s efforts include Dirk Dypold, Dan Brosier, 
Mike Moutrie, and Andy Carey; sincere thanks are given for their 
contributions.
This group is action-oriented and committed to exploring solar, 
wind, and other RE systems to figure out which would be the best 
fit for our church home. With careful work and a bit of  luck, the 
church will soon reduce its dependence on fossil fuel. Such a 
change will make our building more viable for future generations 
to inhabit.

PRAIRIE FEST THANKS
Many thanks to all who helped out as volunteers at Prairie Fest 
2005. It was wonderful fun. Our best estimate is that we had 
approximately 500 people enjoying the wonderful art, crafts, 
information, music, activities, food and great weather. Special 
kudos to the following coordinators and assistants: Boutique: 
Helen Maxwell and Pat Pecho; Communications: Linda Porter; 
Children’s Area: Janeen Vanko and Stacey Reynolds; Food Sales: 
Kathy Hislip and Cheren Waller; Information Providers: Mary 
Alice Masonick; Logistics: Linda Porter, Lydia Larrabee; Music: 
Todd Underwood, Rusty Winchel, Mike Moutrie; Sandy Webster; 
Parking: Jim Porter and Kay Kummerow; Publicity: Elizabeth 
Waldron and Todd Underwood; Speakers: Elizabeth Olson; 
Vendors: Laurie Kiesewetter, Helen Maxwell, Shirley Wolin, Pat 
Pecho, and Mila Brinker. And of  course thanks to Brigid’s Cross 
for the wonderful music, Karen’s Café for the great food, Leone 
Anderson for her children’s readings; and all the vendors and 
information providers for participating in the Fest.

INTENTIONAL LIVING COVENANT GROUP
The Intentional Living Covenant Group is seeking additional 
members. We are a support group for people interested in living 
more deeply, more intentionally. We try to be practical and 
realistic, but at the same time we have gone into some pretty 
cutting-edge stuff. Some of  that areas that we have explored or 
hope to explore include Simple Living, Voluntary Simplicity, 
Sustainability, Peak Oil, De-Cluttering, Deep Ecology, 
Consumerism, De-Stressing the Holidays, Slow Food, Organic 
and Recycled Products, Fish Consumption, Community 
Supported Agriculture, Vegetarianism, Locally-Produced Food 
and Goods, Co-Housing, Spiritual Ecology, Eco-Psychology, 
Composting, and the Humane Treatment of  Food Animals. We 
are currently reading and discussing Janet Luhrs’ book, “The 
Simple Living Guide.” The book provides strategies, stories, 
resources, and inspiration for less stressful, more joyful living. 
Does this sound like something you would enjoy delving into? 
Please join us for our next meeting on November 17. Contact 
Mary Alice Masonick for more information.
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Religious Education
I just returned from the Continental 

Liberal Religious Educators Association’s 
Fall Conference entitled: “Mapping 
Uncharted Territory: New Directions for 
Growing Learning Congregations.” The 
speaker was Larry Peers from the Alban 
Institute, whose past roles have been as 
minister and religious educator, among 
others. It was inspiring to hear his 
perspective on issues facing our 
congregations.

Without recapping the whole four days, 
there was one exercise that caught my 
attention: looking at cultural change in 
mainline churches. One such change is from civic faith and obligation 
to human transformation. In other words, people used to go to 
church out of  obligation, and now people are going to church to 
transform their lives.

This struck me when asked to look at our culture here at UUCE. 
While doing teacher interviews, one question I ask is “Why do you 
want to teach?” Most often the answer is something like “because I 
feel a duty to” or “as a service to the congregation.” This is usually 
followed by “and I love kids!”

So here at UUCE, the folks who are actually teaching are primarily 
doing so out of  duty. Yet the newer people coming in may be looking 
for that life transformation. Where does that leave religious growth 
and learning for children, youth and adults? If  newcomers need 
transformation, why would they want to be teachers in our program?

For many teachers, I believe, the reasons change over time. It did 
for me. Initially, I too taught out of  obligation. But at some point the 
path became a transformative one. It happened in the little moments 
here and there: new knowledge gained from reading the curriculum; 
hearing a child’s perspective about a life issue; stretching my comfort 
zone through story, art, music, and drama; the “aha” smiles on their 
faces; the compassion shown for each other. In other words, teaching 
is a small group ministry, with the power to transform not only the 
lives of  our children and youth, but our own, too. 

Here’s what is happening in religious education this month:
November 6 Preschool: “Grandpa’s Slide Show”

K-2nd: “God is Like Father”
3rd-5th: “Divali”
6th-8th: “Interdependence”
High School: Discussion of  choice

November 13 Music Sunday Intergenerational 
November 20 Preschool: “All Day Long”

K-2nd: “Being With God in Prayer”
3rd-5th: “Wompanoag Thanksgiving”
6th-8th: “Mutuality & Cooperation”
High School: Discussion of  choice

November 27 Preschool: “Feelings”
K-2nd: “God is Like a Compassionate Deer”
3rd-5th: “St. Lucia Day”
6th-8th: “Seeking Visions”
High School: Discussion of  choice

Adult Sunday School will be studying the four Spiritual Journeys: 
The Path of  Unity (NT), The Path of  Harmony (NF), The Path of  
Works (ST), and The Path of  Devotion (SF). Join us as we explore 
together how each of  our unique world-views attracts us to our own 
unique spiritual journey.

In Faith,
Kathy

This amazing UU was born in 1955 in 
London, England. His claim to fame is that 
he invented something called the World 
Wide Web.

(Answer will appear in the next Unichord)
October’s Who Am I was Beatrix Potter

Who Am I?

Kathy Underwood
Director of  Religious Education

  

WOMEN COOKING FOR WOMEN
The next “Women Cooking For 

Women” dinner will be held on Friday, 
November 4. Women, 13 and older, 
are invited, asked to bring a dish to 
share (anything goes!), and to donate 
$5 (or more) to the focus cause or 
project of  the evening. You can come 
and not cook, but then we ask that you 
donate $10 (or more). We also welcome donations from 
those of  you unable to attend. Donations may be put in the 
soup pot on the Social Justice table in Fellowship Hall.
The monies collected in November will benefit the Elgin 

Crisis Center. We will revisit the story of  Muktaran Bibi and 
discuss a similar story closer to home.
Food should be ready to be served by 7:00 p.m. Friends and 

family members are welcome to attend. Please sign up on the 
clipboard or RSVP to Laurie Kiesewetter or Andrea 
Schmidlin. If  you have not RSVP’d, and find yourself  free 
on Nov. 4... please come!
Save these dates for future dinners:

Fri., Dec. 2: topic to be determined
Fri., Jan. 6: (first annual) “Night of  Passion.” One woman 

will share a cause that she is passionate about.
HOPE YOU’LL JOIN US!

WOMEN’S SPIRITUALITY GROUP TO BEGIN
A Women’s Spirituality Covenant Group is being formed at 

UUCE. Members of  this group will explore spirituality from 
the feminine viewpoint and connect with other women on a 
deeper level. Women’s Spirituality in this context does not 
mean a focus on women-centered religions or spiritual 
traditions. Having a covenant and making a commitment is 
an important part of  this process. Because building trust and 
intimacy are an important part of  the power of  the group, it 
will be open to new members for the first three months only. 
The group will probably meet monthly, with each meeting 

being led by a different person (or better yet two people). 
Every meeting would have a theme or topic, and that 
month’s leaders would determine what would happen during 
the meeting. The vision is for the meetings to be largely 
experiential (examples include guided meditation, chanting, 
or walking the labyrinth), but some meetings may be quite 
different, perhaps focusing on a discussion, such as sharing 
stories from our religious past, or creating a craft. The hope 
is that we can build in a lot of  ceremony and ritual and have 
lots of  fun.
The first meeting will be Nov. 9 from 7:00 to 9:00 p.m. at 

the church during Eat and Meet. Questions should be 
directed to Andrea Schmidlin or Kerry Lantau.

President’s Report

Ways to Get in Touch
Church Office 847-888-0668
Web site www.uuce.org
Newsletter Submissions newsletter@uuce.org
Board President
Dan Hislip
Newsletter Editor
Todd Underwood

Deadlines
Order of  Service Thursday PM
Unichord November 20

November Birthdays

It is amazing what can happen when 
we open ourselves to the possibilities 
out there. My life continues to take 
turns that are unplanned and even 
more unexpected. I’ll give you a couple 
of  examples.

This weekend Kathy and I traveled 
to Virginia to attend a wedding. It was 
for the daughter of  some good friends 
but it was in Charlottesville—a long 

way to drive. Well, a long way for me but somehow a perfect driving 
distance for Kathy. I was reluctant to go. You know, a lot to do 
here, a number of  obligations, things I had rather do. But we went. 
And guess what? The event was held at Ash Lawn Highland. Never 
heard of  it? Neither had I but it turns out to be the home of  James 
Monroe—President James Monroe. The very man about whom I 
spoke several weeks ago as the father of  both the Constitution and 
the Bill of  Rights—a man I acknowledged as one of  my heroes. If  
I hadn’t gone, I would never seen it.

Not convinced? Well, two weeks ago, I told Kathy that I would 
help her inaugurate the kickoff  of  the new Vespers service on the 
second and fourth Wednesdays of  each month. I have a very hard 
time telling Kathy no and nothing had changed on this occasion. 
She indicated that I would get to speak from what I thought was a 
prepared program. That’s what I thought I heard. Not true as it 
turned out. I had to prepare my own service and there wasn’t even 
a microphone. Plus, the baseball playoffs were on and the Braves 
were still alive. So big mistake? Nope, one of  the nicest evenings I 
have spent in a long time, talking with other folks about where we 
see programs going. I had a great time. I didn’t even miss the game.

Life is like that. Things happen when we least expect it. We just 
have to give it a chance and be open to what comes. There are 
probably events right around the corner of  your life waiting for you 
to leave the house to occur. And where they lead may change 
everything for you. So see you around. Hey, who knows. You may 
be part of  my next big adventure.

Dan Hislip, Board President

have 

2 Henny DuBois
2 Kerry Lantau
4 Eric Beatty
6 Mary Alice Masonick
7 Kay Kummerow
7 Miles Anderson 
7 Draigh Olesch Williams 
8 Cynthia Simmons
10 Noreen Halberstadt
12 Emily Garman
12 Tyler Garman
13 Betsi Waldron

13 Aven Simmons 
13 Blake Simmons 
15 Andrea Schmidlin
16 Camilla Rose Husseini 
16 Sue Sitter
20 Louise Molitor
20 Bonnie Schwank
22 Samantha Merritt
26 Norm Wilkinson
26 Helen King
27 Elizabeth Olson
27 Debbie Garman

Dan Hislip

OUR CUP RUNNETH OVER 
At this year’s Leadership Retreat, we explored 
the concept of  working on teams here at 
UUCE. One of  the teams consists of  those 
people who provide programming choices 
for the members and friends of  the church. 
This includes Religious Education 
(adult and youth), Social Action 
(social action projects and the Green 
Sanctuary Committee), and general 
programming (covenant groups, social 
activities, such as circle supper, book group, 
etc.). There are many program leaders who 
may be a part of  the Programming Team at 
any given time, so it is rather fluid, but some things remain 
fairly constant. The chalice you see here is a visual 
representation of  Programming’s connection to the church’s 
vision, our purposes and roles within the church. At the base is 
our commitment to Lifespan Spiritual Development. The cup 
represents our task of  Fostering Beloved Community, and the 
flame is our goal of  Service and Outreach. Through the 
programming offered at UUCE, we endeavor to provide 
diverse opportunities for personal discovery and renewal, a 
place to dialogue, community building through connection, 
growing leadership through involvement and personal, church 
and community growth. We attempt to be supportive, flexible, 
and creative. We hope we are succeeding. If  you would like 
more information, go to UUCE.org and click on “Get 
Involved” or contact any member of  the Programming Council 
(Kathy Underwood, Kathy Hislip or Andrea Schmidlin).

Jack Berry, Mary Alice Masonick and Joe Masonick were among those
cleaning up our Adopt-A-Highway stretch on October 23.
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and creative. We hope we are succeeding. If  you would like 
more information, go to UUCE.org and click on “Get 
Involved” or contact any member of  the Programming Council 
(Kathy Underwood, Kathy Hislip or Andrea Schmidlin).

Jack Berry, Mary Alice Masonick and Joe Masonick were among those
cleaning up our Adopt-A-Highway stretch on October 23.
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NOW DON’T MAKE US USE IT
Six members of  the 

staff  and congregation 
have recently been 
trained in the use of  
UUCE’s new AED 
(automated external 
defibrillator), acquired 
through a gift from 
Rusty Winchel. Much of  
the three-hour training 
session, led by Rick 

Koop of  Cardiac Care Services, focused on CPR, to be used 
before, instead of, or in conjunction with the AED, 
and also included use of  the Heimlich maneuver for relief  
of  choking.

The AED is a computerized medical device that can check 
a person’s heart rhythm, recognize a rhythm that requires a 
shock, and advise the rescuer when a shock is needed. It uses 
voice prompts, lights, and text messages to tell the rescuer 
the steps to take. The combination of  CPR and early 
defibrillation greatly increases the victim’s chance of  survival.

At present the AED is located in the church office, but will 
soon be mounted on the wall in the second floor elevator 
lobby. Those attending the training session were Dan 
Brosier, Linda Porter, Kathy Underwood, Kathy Hislip, Pat 
Pecho, and Alice Macy. Other members of  the congregation 
trained in the use of  the AED are Bob Bedard, Mary Alice 
Masonick, Denise Benson and Barbara Sugden.

Annual Service 
Auction:

February 11, 2006
Calling all Parrotheads!  Here is your opportunity to dig 
out your straw hats, sandals, and island clothing.  We are 
going to party like Jimmy Buffet intended at our Annual 
Service Auction.  While the service auction is a major 
fundraiser for our church, it is also a time to let your hair 
down and have fun.  Anyone interested in helping, please 
contact Debbie or Eric Prebys.

 

Members of  the Prebys, Fincher, and
Underwood families enjoyed a warm 

campfire at Buffalo Park in 
Algonquin on October 22. 


