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New Members Welcomed October 14th 

Tod Waldron

Chris Bronstein

Margaret 

Federer

Beth and David Cooper Zobott

Alesa

Burbach

Vickie

 Kilgore

and Jane
Sarah Seiberlich

There are many ways to express our thanks during this time of 

year when we set aside a day for doing just that. A very 

significant way for UUCE members is to visit the UUCE Holiday 

Harvest Market on November 11th from 12 to 4PM at the 

Church. First, it’s a way to support local farmers and producers 

who are committed to providing fresh and often organic 

produce and other products. Meet them, greet them, encourage 

them with your enthusiasm for their work and support them with 

your purchases. 

Your purchases also express your gratitude to others as a 

number of the  farmers contribute a percentage of their 

proceeds to a farm crisis fund for farm families in emergency 

financial situations. UUCE is also extending the opportunity for gift 

donations to FINCA-Village Bank, Heifer International, Community 

Chrisis Center, Larkin Center, Churches’ Center for Land and 

People.

The UUCE Holiday Harvest Market is the perfect time to purchase 

unique gifts for yourself and for your holiday gift giving. You’ll be 

shopping with a select group of artisans who have handcrafted 

rare and precious gifts and collectables not to be found elsewhere. 

Again, express your thanks and appreciation to those who still 

value the unique and human qualities of jewelry, photography, 

fabrics, pottery, candles, and sculpture made by hand and with 

loving care. 

Not Pictured - Scott McTague - Tanya Kindlon - Jennifer and Stephen Day - Christina and Joe Conway

“It is necessary, then, to cultivate the habit of being grateful for every good thing that comes to 
you, and to give thanks continuously. And because all things have contributed to your 
advancement, you should include all things in your gratitude.”  -  Wallace D. Wattles 
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  Every now and again I find something that I like 

enough to use in a newsletter column.  This one comes 

from Laura Deming.

“But why did you want to kill yourself?” 
asks the oldest sister of her youngest sister in the 
movie, “Crimes of the Heart,” upon finding her with 
her head in the oven.

“I'm just having a bad day,” says Sissy 
Spacek after numerous failed (and humorous—you'd 

have to see the movie) attempts at offing herself like her mother did.
My bad days are fewer and further between as I get older. But 

they come—perhaps with more vengeance, if less often. The trouble is, we 
now know from psychotherapy that we can choose how to react to things. 
We can express anger. We can work things out through physical exercise. 
We can refuse to take responsibility for feelings of others. We can pursue 
what will make us happy. We can give it all to God. Cures, solutions, 
answers.

And then there's the bad day anyway. Are we meant to be happy 
all the time?

I confess, I prefer to feel happy. But I suppose it is like living with 
the constant warm weather of, say, the Bahamas. For people who live there, 
sunny days become redundant so that a storm, even a destructive one, is 
almost a welcome relief—a release.

Alberta Jones, a wonderful woman in a former church, told me 
that occasionally she takes a day to stay in bed. She drinks tea and reads or 
sleeps and recovers. She is one of the most effective, loving people I know.

I gave myself an Alberta Jones day recently. Her admission gave 
me permission to respond to “a bad day” by slowing down and regrouping.

Sometimes we just feel bad. People say mean things or act 
insensitively. Ministry appears to be all-consuming. Marriage is confusing. 
Fulfillment is elusive. Money is short. Sleep is shorter. Food looks 
unappealing or too appealing. And there are so many more serious needs 
all around us.

An Alberta Jones day helps restore perspective. It allows time to 
let the bad feelings run their course. Maybe we're missing a deceased 
parent or friend. Maybe we're worn out. Maybe we haven't the foggiest idea 
why we feel bad.

It would be wonderful to admit what we feel when we feel it. And 
it would be liberating to let others have their feelings without taking them 
on as our own. Sometimes we just have bad days.  Storms have their 
reasons for being, too.   
 

From the Minister

Rev. Dan Brosier
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Member Pledges—2007-2008 Fiscal Year

Budgeted
$68,684

Actual
$52,393

The 2007-2008 budget calls for $137,367 in pledges. 
Six months’ worth of  this figure is $68,684. 

Questions? Contact your Finance Coordinator, Alice Macy.

Month of Sundays
November 2007

4 - Love, Medicine and Miracles
Is there a relationship between God, Faith and Health?  Our 

guest speaker, a psychiatric social worker for over 35 years, will 

explore concepts for self—healing and recovery from major 

illness using mind—body medicine and spirituality.   Also the 

power of community and “family” to help the person heal will be 

dramatized.  Service led by Andrew Graff, MSW, LCSW.

11 - Music Sunday
Come join us for our annual fall Music Sunday when we 

celebrate the music of this church.  You are invited to sit back 

and let the spirit of the music move you.  During the service we 

will have a special offering in support of the music program.  

Service led by the Rev. Dan Brosier.

18 - Breaking Bread Together
The heart of most churches, synagogues or temples is the 

community.  In this service we celebrate the power of community 

in our lives through words and a bread communion ritual.  

Service led by the Rev. Dan Brosier.

25 - The God Gene - 
        Are Y ou Hard-Wired for Faith?
A number of scientific laboratories have recently begun to 

investigate what happens in the brain when people are having 

religious experiences.  Dean Hamer, a molecular geneticist, in 

the book “The God Gene: How Faith is Hard-Wired into Our 

Genes” in fact argues that some brains are predisposed to 

exhibit some religious experience.  

What is the data that he uses? What do his critics say?  What if 
anything can any of them prove about the existence of God?  
Why might humans have evolved a gene related to religious 
experience?  

These are the questions that will be considered by our guest 
speaker.  Service led by Emeritus Professor and psychologist 
Kathryn Norcross Black, PhD. 

Services 10:45 A.M. | Fellowship & Coffee Following
Childcare Available

UUCE Calendar

November
Thursday 1st
        7:30 PM - UUCE Choir Practice - Sanctuary      

Friday 2nd
        6:30 PM - Women Cooking For Women - FH

  7:30 PM - Candelight Labyrinth Walk

Saturday 3rd
 10:00 AM - Card Making Party at Donna Askins’

                          home

SUNDAY 4th - FOOD PANTRY SUNDAY
  8:30 AM - Canvass Committee
  9:15 AM - Adult Spirituality - Coffee & Continental
  9:30 AM - Building Your Own Theology - 302
  9:30 AM - Movies That Matter - 301

      10:45 AM - Worship Service
      12:30 PM - Worship Committee
   
Wednesday 7th

 7:00 PM - NO Barn Bells 
 7:00 PM - Spiritual Inquiry Covenant Group
 7:00 PM - Committee on the Ministry
 7:00 PM - Villa Street Rehearsal

SUNDAY 11th
        9:00 AM - Bells
        9:15 AM - Adult Spirituality - Coffee & Continental

  9:30 AM - Building Your Own Theology - 302
  9:30 AM - Movies That Matter - 301

      10:45 AM - Worship Service 
                        ALL MUSIC SUNDAY

Wednesday 14th
      10:30 AM - Executive Team Meeting

  6:00 PM - Eat & Meet  
        7:00 PM - Movies That Matter - SICKO

  7:00 PM - Barn Bells
  7:00 PM - Finance Committee
  7:00 PM - RE Council Meeting - 101
  7:00 PM - Villa Street Rehearsal

Thursday 15
  7:00 PM - Board Meeting - FH

   7:30 PM - UUCE Choir Practice - Sanctuary

12:00 PM - HOLIDAY HARVEST MARKET

SUNDAY 18th
   9:00 AM - Bells
        9:15 AM - Adult Spirituality - Coffee & Continental

  9:30 AM - Building Your Own Theology - 302
  9:30 AM - Movies That Matter - 301

      10:45 AM - Worship Service
12:30 PM - Green Sanctuary Meeting - Bell Room 
 

       

Wednesday 21st
   7:00 PM - Barn Bells
   7:00 PM - Spiritual Inquiry Covenant Group-301
   7:00 PM - Villa Street Rehearsal - Sanctuary

SUNDAY 25th
        9:00 AM - Bells
        9:15 AM - Adult Spirituality - Coffee & Continental

  9:30 AM - Building Your Own Theology - 302
  9:30 AM - Movies That Matter - 301

      10:45 AM - Worship Service

Wednesday 28th
 10:30 AM - Executive Team Meeting

  7:00 PM - Women’s Spirituality
  7:00 PM - Barn Bells
  7:00 PM - Villa Street Rehearsal

Friday 30th
  7:00 PM - Book Group - off site
 

DECEMBER UNICHORD NEWS DUE
                       Newsletter@uuce.org

Thursday 22nd - THANKSGIVING

Lighting this chalice, we 
invoke the presence of Love in 
our hearts, to share it today 
among us and then spread it to 
the world. 

Therefore, let nobody feel a stranger in this 
circle and may all feel welcome.
    —the Sociedad Unitaria Universalista de España

 847.888.0668

Wheel of Life:

Our thoughts are with Kay Kummerow whose (8th & last) 

Uncle died recently in Kansas. 

We are saddened by the news of the death of Betsy 

Thrasher's mother.

Michael Moore sets his sights on the plight of the "insured" and uninsured 

in this eye-opening documentary. In the world's richest country, 45 

million people have no health insurance, while HMOs grow in size and 

wealth. Moore also explores the widespread use of antidepressants and 

their possible link to violent behavior. With his trademark humor and 

confrontational style, Moore asks the difficult questions to get to the truth 

behind today's health care. 100 min.

MOVIES THAT MATTERMOVIES THAT MATTER
Nov. 14th 7PM - Open to All
Discussion Following

SECOND WEDNESDAY
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Women Cooking For W omen
     Join us for the next Women Cooking 
For Women dinner on Friday, November 
2, 2007. Women, thirteen and older, are 
invited to bring a dish to share for the potluck 
and to donate money for our Village Bank. The 
suggested donations are $5.00 if you bring a dish and $10.00 
if you don't. Doors open at 6:30 pm. Food will be served at 7:00 
pm. Friends and family members are welcome to attend. There is 
no sign-up or membership required. Just come!

November's meeting offers an opportunity to revisit some of 

the issues and organizations that we have covered over the years. 

The story of Mukhtaran Bibi is the reason UUCE has a group of 

Women Cooking For Women. We'll find out more about her and 

her schools for girls and boys. Remember our Haba Na Haba 

evening? Let's see where that organization is now. Come and get 

the latest information on our Village Bank in Haiti. We will also 

decide on the topic for the January 'Night of Passion' gathering.

Remember Friday night November 2! A wonderful evening of 

good food, good conversation, good works and a good feeling 

when you leave awaits you! If you have any questions, please 

contact Laurie Kiesewetter or Andrea Schmidlin.

 

Out Of The Darkness Suicide A wareness Walk
We need your help! The High School Youth Group is sending a 
group of five excited students and four adult chaperones to New 
York City in June 2008 to participate in the "Out Of The 
Darkness" suicide awareness walk. This 20 mile walk is to aid in 
the fight against and aftermath of suicide. How can you help? 
Well, the High School Youth Group is willing to do any odd jobs 
or services you need done in exchange for a donation to our 
upcoming trip to New York. Jobs can range from raking leaves, 
shoveling snow, cleaning, babysitting, or anything else you can 
come up with. Please contact Bridget Lucas to arrange a time for 
us to complete your project. Thank you in advance for both your 
support and willingness to help.

~

ASSOCIATION SUNDA Y
October 14th was Association Sunday in UU churches across this 

nation.  The focus of the service was to raise people's awareness 

about what is going on with our Unitarian Universalist 

Association and to raise some funds for an innovative marketing 

program they are working on.  Again our community responded 

generously and we raised $1,162 for the cause.

~

News & Announcements

Religious Education

   I'm pleased to say that our first Chalice Circle last month 

went very well. I had the assistance of two youth, Kyle 

Brinker and Chelsea Musson, who were brave enough to 

start this program with me. We will be teaming up again 

for the next Chalice Circle on November 4, when our 

theme will be “Faith and Healing”.

We also had two outings to the pumpkin farm 

scheduled. One ended up being rained out, but the other 

one went ahead as planned. Five middle school youth 
rd

and one 3  grader enjoyed the unusually warm fall 

afternoon there.

This month, another special activity is planned for the 
th25 . In keeping with our Jewish-Christian Heritage theme 

of the year, we will have a movie after the service “Joseph 

and His Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat”. This is for the 
rd th

3 -5  grade class, who will be learning about Joseph 

during the month.

                 In Faith,

Kathy Underwood

Kathy Underwood
Director of

 Religious Education

  

Sunday Adult Spirituality Programs

      9:30 - Through Nov. 25th. - BUILD YOUR OWN THEOLOGY
                 - Kathy Hislip & Andrea Schmidlin - Next 12 session
                   BYOT program begins December 2nd. Contact Kathy 
                   or Andera for details.

       SHORT MOVIES THAT MATTER & DISCUSSION
9:30 - Sunday Nov. 4th begins a six week series (through 
December 9th) of Short Movies that Matter. Each week the 
Adult Spirituality group will view a short film and explore how 
the issues presented relate to the Seven UU Principles. What 
are we called to do in relationship to the challenges and issues 
of our own daily living in a dynamic and changing world? The 
short documentaries, many made by young non-professional 
film makers, will explore social, sexuality, racial, justice, 
sustainability and other subjects.  

Both groups meet at 9:15 in Fellowship Hall for Coffee and Chalice 
lighting then head upstairs for the 9:30 groups.  All are welcome. 

 847.888.0668

Is Bottled W ater Better?
From the Union for Concerned Scientists June 2007 issue of 

Greentips

The shortage of potable water, especially in third world 

countries, is arguably the most prominent social justice issue 

today.  While scientists are trying to find ways to extract and 

purify water in countries where there is no safe drinking 

water, citizens in this country, who have ready access to tap 

water, are buying bottled water at a rate of more than 22 

gallons per U.S. citizen (Earth Policy Institute, 2004). The 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency's standards for tap 

water are more stringent than the Food and Drug 

Administration's standards for bottled water. Not only is 

bottled water unnecessary unless you're traveling in areas 

where drinking water is not safe, the bottled water industry is 

unsustainable and takes a heavy toll on the environment.

· About 1.5 million gallons of oil— enough to run

            100,000 cars for a whole year—are used to make

            plastic water bottles, while transporting these bottles

            burns thousands more gallons of oil. 

· In some areas, extraction of water for bottling has 

led to water shortages affecting nearby consumers 

and farmers. 

· Only about 10 percent of water bottles are recycled, 

leaving the rest in landfills where it takes thousands 

of years for the plastic to decompose. 

If you don't like the taste of your tap water or are unsure of 

its quality, try buying a filter pitcher or install an inexpensive 

faucet filter to remove trace chemicals and bacteria. For times 

when you're out and about, you can fill a reusable bottle 

from your tap and refill it along the way.
~

SHARING THE PLATE
You will hear some different words from Rev . Dan 
Brosier on Sunday mornings about our offering. He 
will tell you that we do not accept your gifts just for 
this church, but also to help Social Justice 
organizations in the larger community . Each month, 
50% of non-pledged cash donations will be sent 
outside our four walls. In November , that money will 
go to the All People’s Interfa ith Food Pantry in Elgin, 
which provides emergency food for households in 
need. We encourage you to be generous. If you 
prefer to write a check for this purpose, please 
indicate in the memo section “share the plate.”

~

WISH LIST
We wish for the funds to purchase a new projector to increase our 

ability to present images during our worship services and other 

programs. We anticipate the projector will cost about $1000. If you 

are willing to contribute to this project let Dan Brosier know.

This Month in Religious Education

November 4  Chalice Circle

November 11  Music Sunday Intergenerational  
                         no classes

November 18 Preschool: “I Can Smell”
nd   K-2 : “Thanksgiving Day”

rd th3 -5 : “Joseph & His Brothers”
th th6 -8 : “Jesus' Teaching”

High School: Brunch at a 
                        local restaurant

November 25 Preschool: “I Can Say 'Thank You'”
ndK-2 : “Advent”

rd th3 -5 : “Joseph & His Dreams”
th th6 -8 : “Personal Beliefs”

High School: Popcorn Theology-
                        “Dances With Wolves”

“Compassion is not a relationship between the healer 
and the wounded. It’s a relationship between equals. 
Only when we know our own darkness well can we be 
present with the darkness of others. Compassion 
becomes real when we recognize our shared 
humanity.”                        - Pema Chodron 

Green Corner

UUCE  Bulletin Board E-List
The purpose of the Community Bulletin Board E-list is to provide 

members and friends*  with a means to communicate information 

about:

·  Items they wish to give away or sell

·  Things they are looking to buy or borrow

·  Employment opportunities or needs

·  Requests for assistance with social justice activities 

    they are involved in

· Requests for advice/recommendations about companies 

   or contractors they might hire  to do some type of work.

*[A friend of the church is someone who participates in church worship 
and activities and makes an annual financial contribution of record.]

This list is not to be used as a discussion forum or as a vehicle for 

partisan activities. Participants agree not to post any abusive, obscene, 

vulgar, slanderous, hateful, threatening, sexually oriented or any 

material that may violate any applicable laws. Doing so may lead to 

being banned from the list.  The Executive Team will monitor the list.



4 5 www.uuce.org

Women Cooking For W omen
     Join us for the next Women Cooking 
For Women dinner on Friday, November 
2, 2007. Women, thirteen and older, are 
invited to bring a dish to share for the potluck 
and to donate money for our Village Bank. The 
suggested donations are $5.00 if you bring a dish and $10.00 
if you don't. Doors open at 6:30 pm. Food will be served at 7:00 
pm. Friends and family members are welcome to attend. There is 
no sign-up or membership required. Just come!

November's meeting offers an opportunity to revisit some of 

the issues and organizations that we have covered over the years. 

The story of Mukhtaran Bibi is the reason UUCE has a group of 

Women Cooking For Women. We'll find out more about her and 

her schools for girls and boys. Remember our Haba Na Haba 

evening? Let's see where that organization is now. Come and get 

the latest information on our Village Bank in Haiti. We will also 

decide on the topic for the January 'Night of Passion' gathering.

Remember Friday night November 2! A wonderful evening of 

good food, good conversation, good works and a good feeling 

when you leave awaits you! If you have any questions, please 

contact Laurie Kiesewetter or Andrea Schmidlin.

 

Out Of The Darkness Suicide A wareness Walk
We need your help! The High School Youth Group is sending a 
group of five excited students and four adult chaperones to New 
York City in June 2008 to participate in the "Out Of The 
Darkness" suicide awareness walk. This 20 mile walk is to aid in 
the fight against and aftermath of suicide. How can you help? 
Well, the High School Youth Group is willing to do any odd jobs 
or services you need done in exchange for a donation to our 
upcoming trip to New York. Jobs can range from raking leaves, 
shoveling snow, cleaning, babysitting, or anything else you can 
come up with. Please contact Bridget Lucas to arrange a time for 
us to complete your project. Thank you in advance for both your 
support and willingness to help.

~

ASSOCIATION SUNDA Y
October 14th was Association Sunday in UU churches across this 

nation.  The focus of the service was to raise people's awareness 

about what is going on with our Unitarian Universalist 

Association and to raise some funds for an innovative marketing 

program they are working on.  Again our community responded 

generously and we raised $1,162 for the cause.

~

News & Announcements

Religious Education

   I'm pleased to say that our first Chalice Circle last month 

went very well. I had the assistance of two youth, Kyle 

Brinker and Chelsea Musson, who were brave enough to 

start this program with me. We will be teaming up again 

for the next Chalice Circle on November 4, when our 

theme will be “Faith and Healing”.

We also had two outings to the pumpkin farm 

scheduled. One ended up being rained out, but the other 

one went ahead as planned. Five middle school youth 
rd

and one 3  grader enjoyed the unusually warm fall 

afternoon there.

This month, another special activity is planned for the 
th25 . In keeping with our Jewish-Christian Heritage theme 

of the year, we will have a movie after the service “Joseph 

and His Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat”. This is for the 
rd th

3 -5  grade class, who will be learning about Joseph 

during the month.

                 In Faith,

Kathy Underwood

Kathy Underwood
Director of

 Religious Education

  

Sunday Adult Spirituality Programs

      9:30 - Through Nov. 25th. - BUILD YOUR OWN THEOLOGY
                 - Kathy Hislip & Andrea Schmidlin - Next 12 session
                   BYOT program begins December 2nd. Contact Kathy 
                   or Andera for details.

       SHORT MOVIES THAT MATTER & DISCUSSION
9:30 - Sunday Nov. 4th begins a six week series (through 
December 9th) of Short Movies that Matter. Each week the 
Adult Spirituality group will view a short film and explore how 
the issues presented relate to the Seven UU Principles. What 
are we called to do in relationship to the challenges and issues 
of our own daily living in a dynamic and changing world? The 
short documentaries, many made by young non-professional 
film makers, will explore social, sexuality, racial, justice, 
sustainability and other subjects.  

Both groups meet at 9:15 in Fellowship Hall for Coffee and Chalice 
lighting then head upstairs for the 9:30 groups.  All are welcome. 
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Is Bottled W ater Better?
From the Union for Concerned Scientists June 2007 issue of 

Greentips

The shortage of potable water, especially in third world 

countries, is arguably the most prominent social justice issue 

today.  While scientists are trying to find ways to extract and 

purify water in countries where there is no safe drinking 

water, citizens in this country, who have ready access to tap 

water, are buying bottled water at a rate of more than 22 

gallons per U.S. citizen (Earth Policy Institute, 2004). The 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency's standards for tap 

water are more stringent than the Food and Drug 

Administration's standards for bottled water. Not only is 

bottled water unnecessary unless you're traveling in areas 

where drinking water is not safe, the bottled water industry is 

unsustainable and takes a heavy toll on the environment.

· About 1.5 million gallons of oil— enough to run

            100,000 cars for a whole year—are used to make

            plastic water bottles, while transporting these bottles

            burns thousands more gallons of oil. 

· In some areas, extraction of water for bottling has 

led to water shortages affecting nearby consumers 

and farmers. 

· Only about 10 percent of water bottles are recycled, 

leaving the rest in landfills where it takes thousands 

of years for the plastic to decompose. 

If you don't like the taste of your tap water or are unsure of 

its quality, try buying a filter pitcher or install an inexpensive 

faucet filter to remove trace chemicals and bacteria. For times 

when you're out and about, you can fill a reusable bottle 

from your tap and refill it along the way.
~

SHARING THE PLATE
You will hear some different words from Rev . Dan 
Brosier on Sunday mornings about our offering. He 
will tell you that we do not accept your gifts just for 
this church, but also to help Social Justice 
organizations in the larger community . Each month, 
50% of non-pledged cash donations will be sent 
outside our four walls. In November , that money will 
go to the All People’s Interfa ith Food Pantry in Elgin, 
which provides emergency food for households in 
need. We encourage you to be generous. If you 
prefer to write a check for this purpose, please 
indicate in the memo section “share the plate.”

~

WISH LIST
We wish for the funds to purchase a new projector to increase our 

ability to present images during our worship services and other 

programs. We anticipate the projector will cost about $1000. If you 

are willing to contribute to this project let Dan Brosier know.

This Month in Religious Education

November 4  Chalice Circle

November 11  Music Sunday Intergenerational  
                         no classes

November 18 Preschool: “I Can Smell”
nd   K-2 : “Thanksgiving Day”

rd th3 -5 : “Joseph & His Brothers”
th th6 -8 : “Jesus' Teaching”

High School: Brunch at a 
                        local restaurant

November 25 Preschool: “I Can Say 'Thank You'”
ndK-2 : “Advent”

rd th3 -5 : “Joseph & His Dreams”
th th6 -8 : “Personal Beliefs”

High School: Popcorn Theology-
                        “Dances With Wolves”

“Compassion is not a relationship between the healer 
and the wounded. It’s a relationship between equals. 
Only when we know our own darkness well can we be 
present with the darkness of others. Compassion 
becomes real when we recognize our shared 
humanity.”                        - Pema Chodron 

Green Corner

UUCE  Bulletin Board E-List
The purpose of the Community Bulletin Board E-list is to provide 

members and friends*  with a means to communicate information 

about:

·  Items they wish to give away or sell

·  Things they are looking to buy or borrow

·  Employment opportunities or needs

·  Requests for assistance with social justice activities 

    they are involved in

· Requests for advice/recommendations about companies 

   or contractors they might hire  to do some type of work.

*[A friend of the church is someone who participates in church worship 
and activities and makes an annual financial contribution of record.]

This list is not to be used as a discussion forum or as a vehicle for 

partisan activities. Participants agree not to post any abusive, obscene, 

vulgar, slanderous, hateful, threatening, sexually oriented or any 

material that may violate any applicable laws. Doing so may lead to 

being banned from the list.  The Executive Team will monitor the list.



 

 

Change comes unbidden or bidden, 

predictable or not, welcomed or 

resisted.  

Over the last four plus years, I have been 

meeting with a group of women monthly. In that time, two have 

moved, one went to Australia to get a degree, I lost my dad, one 

changed jobs, one had a child go off to college, two had 

significant health challenges, one had family concerns, and one 

had an adult child return. All of us have grieved, adjusted, made 

plans and come to terms with these changes. But what is also 

very clear is that there is also much constancy and continuity 

between us along with all those changes. We have stayed 

connected and supported each other through all of it. 

And so it is in our church community.  We have seen a lot of 

change over the last 20 years and yet we continue to be a place 

of connection and community in the midst of the ever-changing 

circumstances of life and our life journeys. 

I mention this because there is an effort currently underway to 

draft and embrace a new mission statement and vision for the 

church.  One question I have heard is “what is wrong with the 

current one?” I would say that there is nothing wrong with the 

current one; it has served us well.  What is happening is that we 

have and are changing; we need a new mission and vision that 

reflects where we are now and how we have grown in the 20 

years since the last one was written. We have grown by 100 

more members; we have built a new church, moved, grown and 

worked on our development as a church.   Thus, it is important 

that now we create shared statements that reflect who we are 

and that will help us get to where we want to go.

Our new governance structure puts the mission and vision in a 

central role in the work of both the Board and Executive Team. 

These statements serve as a “litmus test” for deciding where to 

put church energy and resources.  The congregation's voice in 
those statements enables the Board to establish the strategic 
directions for the church and guide our next strategic plan. The 

goal is that they will be empowering statements to guide and 

inspire us right now and in the future.

As in my group, we are a community of continuity and 

connection, and one that has grown and changed as we’ve gone 

along. Our emerging Vision and Mission statements will reflect 

the changes, the continuity and the potentials of our community.   

                                                                       Lydia

BOOK GROUP
You are warmly invited to join the members of the Book 

Group at any of their upcoming meetings, which begin at 

7:00 p.m.
            
      Nov. 30  - “A Thousand Splendid Suns” by Khalid Hosseni
                        - at the home of Margot Cusimano
      Jan. 25  - “The Thirteenth Tale” by Diane Setterfield
                        - at the home of Beth Cooper-Zobott
       Feb. 29 - “The Whistling Season” by Ivan Doig
                        - Location to be announced

~

WHAT’S NEEDED? 
The All People's Inter-Faith Pantry has a need for canned 

vegetables and fruits. In anticipation of the cold weather, 

donations of canned soups and chili will be welcome.

 

Try to bring your Pantry donations on our Pantry Sunday, 

November 4, but as always, your donations are welcome at any 

time.

~

CANDLELIGHT LABYRINTH WALK- 
Friday, November 2nd from 7:00-9:00pm.
     Many cultures around the world have celebrations or rituals to 

remember and honor the Ancestors.  Many of them occur around 

the time of the Final Harvest as autumn is ending and winter is 

about to begin.  They say that this is when the “veil” between the 

physical world and the spiritual world is thinnest, which makes it 

easier to communicate with those who have crossed over.  The 

Day of the Dead in Mexico is when entire families will make 

pilgrimages to the cemetery of loved ones to clean the graves, eat 

a meal (including a plate of food for the deceased) and to light 

candles and pray throughout the long night.  Catholics remember 
stthe beloved departed on All Saints Day (Nov 1 ) and All Souls 

ndDay (Nov 2 ) and the Pagan festival of Samhain coincides with 

the secular celebration of Halloween or All Hallow's Eve on 
stOctober 31 .  

     This is an opportunity for our community to “experience” the 

honoring of the dead that happens in many other cultures around 

the world at this time of the year.  We begin with an opening 

ritual in the Sanctuary where there will be a Memory Altar.  

Please bring pictures of your departed loved one(s) to place on 

the altar (pictures of pets are welcome too).  You will also have 

the opportunity to light a candle in memory of your loved one.  

After the opening ritual, we will light our jar candles and proceed  

from the Sanctuary to the Labyrinth.  After a bonfire lighting at 

the entrance to the Labyrinth, folks will line up to be blessed 

before they enter one by one to walk the sacred space of the 

Labyrinth in respectful silence carrying their candles to help light 

the way to beyond the veil for those departed loved ones who 

have passed away during the previous year.   
     This is an “adults only” event, so if you need childcare, please 

call Sandy Russel. 
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News & Announcements

EAT AND MEET IS BACK!
Eat and Meet is back on the UUCE calendar. Mark 6:00 PM 

on November 14 with a red star. Be the first to show up for a 

meat or veggie lasagna, salad and bread dinner all at the cost 

of $5.00 per adult, $2.50 per child or $15.00 per family. To 

refresh everyone's memories, Eat and Meet is an opportunity to 

meet with friends while sharing a meal before heading off to 

Bells, meetings and something new, “Movies That Matter.”

To make a reservation, contact Kathy Hislip. Reservations 

must be made by midnight November 7 which is the 

Wednesday before the Eat and Meet night, so plan ahead. 

Please make reservations, so we can save a place for you at the 

table.

Eat and Meets will be every 2nd Wednesday throughout the 

church year. Again mark your calendars to make this night a 

monthly event. Any groups that would like to use Eat and Meet 

Wednesdays as a fundraiser, please contact the Program 

Council (Andrea Schmidlin, Kathy Underwood and Kathy 

Hislip).

~

THE VILLAGE BANK IN HAITI
The Village Bank Sponsorship Inaugural Packet for The 

Unitarian Universalist Church of Elgin has arrived. Our bank in 

Haiti is officially known as Solidarite Fanm Village Bank which 

means Women in Solidarity Village Bank. It is located in Les Cayes 

in Haiti's South Department. Eighteen women have taken out micro-

loans to either start or expand businesses, including restaurants, 

gas, clothing, dry food, coffee, and rice. The loan amounts range 

from $147.40 to $235.84. Anne Marie Solange Gabrielle is one 

client of the Solidarite Fanm. She writes: “My main reason for a 

loan was to grow my business. I sell gas. I can say, I'm doing well 

for now. This is my first experience in a Village Banking group. I 

decided to work better and better with FINCA in order to get a 

larger loan. My credit is 8,000 G ($235.84). My saving account 

has 800G.”

Just a little background on Haiti and FINCA. Haiti is the least-

developed country in the Western Hemisphere and one of the 

poorest in the world; about 80 percent of the population lives in 

abject poverty. Micro finance is an integral part of the relatively 

underdeveloped financial system. FINCA Haiti was founded in 

1989 and now has l0,401 clients as of July 31,2007. FINCA 

focuses on women clients, because they are the least able to access 

credit, and women with children are the poorest segment of the 

poor. The average client is a married woman who sells food stuffs, 

cookware, charcoal, used clothing or soft drinks in a local market 

near her home. Even a $1 per day of added income has an 

enormous impact on her and her family's quality of life.

We have made a difference in the lives of 18 families in Les 

Cayes, and the impact of our donation is multiplied. With near 100 

percent repayment the loans created rotate in perpetuity. Our 

Village Bank is truly the gift that keeps on giving.

The Inaugural Packet is in the Village Bank Information 

notebook on the Social Justice table in the fellowship hall. Please 

take a look!

 847.888.0668

Lydia Larrabee
Board President

  2 Henny DuBois

  6 Mary Alice Masonick

  7 Kay Kummerow

  7 Miles Anderson 

10 Noreen Halberstadt   

10       Sylvie Colburn

11 Greg Ward

12 Emily Garman

12 Tyler Garman

13 Betsi Waldron

15 Andrea Schmidlin

16 Camilla Rose Husseini 

Kudos to:

Mike Mitchell, Phil Webster, 
Margaret Federer,  and Mary Alice 
and Joe Masonick for cleaning up 
the garbage along Highland Ave. for 
our semi-annual Adopt-A-Highway 
Litter Pick-up in October - to Donna 
Askins  for developing the new church directory. - to 
Brianna Bedard, Kim Cecil, Sergio Hernandez, 
Bridget Lucas, and Elise Wall  for planning and 
supervising the high school Youth Retreat in 
September.

Ways to Be in Touch
Church Office            847.888.0668

Web site            www.uuce.org

PodCast                          uuce.libsyn.com

Schedule an event          uuce.org/event-scheduling.html

Newsletter submissions      newsletter@uuce.org

Board President: Lydia Larrabee           

Unichord Editor: 

    Bob Sandidge Newsletter@uuce.org   847.854.1111 

Due Dates

Order of Service                                   Wednesday PM

UNICHORD NEWS DUE                           Third Sunday

November Birthdays
16 Sue Sitter

19 Jim Navadomskis

20 Louise Molitor

20 Bonnie Schwank

25 Manish Jyoti

26 Norm Wilkinson

26 Helen King

27 Elizabeth Olson

27 Debbie Garman

27 Mara Clough

29 Maureen Navadomskis

29       Sara Mertens
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President’s Reflections

“Death is not the biggest fear we have; our biggest fear 
is taking the risk to be alive—the risk to be alive and 
express what we really are. Just being ourself is the 
biggest fear of humans.”  - Don Miguel Ruiz 



 

 

Change comes unbidden or bidden, 

predictable or not, welcomed or 

resisted.  

Over the last four plus years, I have been 

meeting with a group of women monthly. In that time, two have 

moved, one went to Australia to get a degree, I lost my dad, one 

changed jobs, one had a child go off to college, two had 

significant health challenges, one had family concerns, and one 

had an adult child return. All of us have grieved, adjusted, made 

plans and come to terms with these changes. But what is also 

very clear is that there is also much constancy and continuity 

between us along with all those changes. We have stayed 

connected and supported each other through all of it. 

And so it is in our church community.  We have seen a lot of 

change over the last 20 years and yet we continue to be a place 

of connection and community in the midst of the ever-changing 

circumstances of life and our life journeys. 

I mention this because there is an effort currently underway to 

draft and embrace a new mission statement and vision for the 

church.  One question I have heard is “what is wrong with the 

current one?” I would say that there is nothing wrong with the 

current one; it has served us well.  What is happening is that we 

have and are changing; we need a new mission and vision that 

reflects where we are now and how we have grown in the 20 

years since the last one was written. We have grown by 100 

more members; we have built a new church, moved, grown and 

worked on our development as a church.   Thus, it is important 

that now we create shared statements that reflect who we are 

and that will help us get to where we want to go.

Our new governance structure puts the mission and vision in a 

central role in the work of both the Board and Executive Team. 

These statements serve as a “litmus test” for deciding where to 

put church energy and resources.  The congregation's voice in 
those statements enables the Board to establish the strategic 
directions for the church and guide our next strategic plan. The 

goal is that they will be empowering statements to guide and 

inspire us right now and in the future.

As in my group, we are a community of continuity and 

connection, and one that has grown and changed as we’ve gone 

along. Our emerging Vision and Mission statements will reflect 

the changes, the continuity and the potentials of our community.   

                                                                       Lydia

BOOK GROUP
You are warmly invited to join the members of the Book 

Group at any of their upcoming meetings, which begin at 

7:00 p.m.
            
      Nov. 30  - “A Thousand Splendid Suns” by Khalid Hosseni
                        - at the home of Margot Cusimano
      Jan. 25  - “The Thirteenth Tale” by Diane Setterfield
                        - at the home of Beth Cooper-Zobott
       Feb. 29 - “The Whistling Season” by Ivan Doig
                        - Location to be announced

~

WHAT’S NEEDED? 
The All People's Inter-Faith Pantry has a need for canned 

vegetables and fruits. In anticipation of the cold weather, 

donations of canned soups and chili will be welcome.

 

Try to bring your Pantry donations on our Pantry Sunday, 

November 4, but as always, your donations are welcome at any 

time.

~

CANDLELIGHT LABYRINTH WALK- 
Friday, November 2nd from 7:00-9:00pm.
     Many cultures around the world have celebrations or rituals to 

remember and honor the Ancestors.  Many of them occur around 

the time of the Final Harvest as autumn is ending and winter is 

about to begin.  They say that this is when the “veil” between the 

physical world and the spiritual world is thinnest, which makes it 

easier to communicate with those who have crossed over.  The 

Day of the Dead in Mexico is when entire families will make 

pilgrimages to the cemetery of loved ones to clean the graves, eat 

a meal (including a plate of food for the deceased) and to light 

candles and pray throughout the long night.  Catholics remember 
stthe beloved departed on All Saints Day (Nov 1 ) and All Souls 

ndDay (Nov 2 ) and the Pagan festival of Samhain coincides with 

the secular celebration of Halloween or All Hallow's Eve on 
stOctober 31 .  

     This is an opportunity for our community to “experience” the 

honoring of the dead that happens in many other cultures around 

the world at this time of the year.  We begin with an opening 

ritual in the Sanctuary where there will be a Memory Altar.  

Please bring pictures of your departed loved one(s) to place on 

the altar (pictures of pets are welcome too).  You will also have 

the opportunity to light a candle in memory of your loved one.  

After the opening ritual, we will light our jar candles and proceed  

from the Sanctuary to the Labyrinth.  After a bonfire lighting at 

the entrance to the Labyrinth, folks will line up to be blessed 

before they enter one by one to walk the sacred space of the 

Labyrinth in respectful silence carrying their candles to help light 

the way to beyond the veil for those departed loved ones who 

have passed away during the previous year.   
     This is an “adults only” event, so if you need childcare, please 

call Sandy Russel. 

6

News & Announcements

EAT AND MEET IS BACK!
Eat and Meet is back on the UUCE calendar. Mark 6:00 PM 

on November 14 with a red star. Be the first to show up for a 

meat or veggie lasagna, salad and bread dinner all at the cost 

of $5.00 per adult, $2.50 per child or $15.00 per family. To 

refresh everyone's memories, Eat and Meet is an opportunity to 

meet with friends while sharing a meal before heading off to 

Bells, meetings and something new, “Movies That Matter.”

To make a reservation, contact Kathy Hislip. Reservations 

must be made by midnight November 7 which is the 

Wednesday before the Eat and Meet night, so plan ahead. 

Please make reservations, so we can save a place for you at the 

table.

Eat and Meets will be every 2nd Wednesday throughout the 

church year. Again mark your calendars to make this night a 

monthly event. Any groups that would like to use Eat and Meet 

Wednesdays as a fundraiser, please contact the Program 

Council (Andrea Schmidlin, Kathy Underwood and Kathy 

Hislip).

~

THE VILLAGE BANK IN HAITI
The Village Bank Sponsorship Inaugural Packet for The 

Unitarian Universalist Church of Elgin has arrived. Our bank in 

Haiti is officially known as Solidarite Fanm Village Bank which 

means Women in Solidarity Village Bank. It is located in Les Cayes 

in Haiti's South Department. Eighteen women have taken out micro-

loans to either start or expand businesses, including restaurants, 

gas, clothing, dry food, coffee, and rice. The loan amounts range 

from $147.40 to $235.84. Anne Marie Solange Gabrielle is one 

client of the Solidarite Fanm. She writes: “My main reason for a 

loan was to grow my business. I sell gas. I can say, I'm doing well 

for now. This is my first experience in a Village Banking group. I 

decided to work better and better with FINCA in order to get a 

larger loan. My credit is 8,000 G ($235.84). My saving account 

has 800G.”

Just a little background on Haiti and FINCA. Haiti is the least-

developed country in the Western Hemisphere and one of the 

poorest in the world; about 80 percent of the population lives in 

abject poverty. Micro finance is an integral part of the relatively 

underdeveloped financial system. FINCA Haiti was founded in 

1989 and now has l0,401 clients as of July 31,2007. FINCA 

focuses on women clients, because they are the least able to access 

credit, and women with children are the poorest segment of the 

poor. The average client is a married woman who sells food stuffs, 

cookware, charcoal, used clothing or soft drinks in a local market 

near her home. Even a $1 per day of added income has an 

enormous impact on her and her family's quality of life.

We have made a difference in the lives of 18 families in Les 

Cayes, and the impact of our donation is multiplied. With near 100 

percent repayment the loans created rotate in perpetuity. Our 

Village Bank is truly the gift that keeps on giving.

The Inaugural Packet is in the Village Bank Information 

notebook on the Social Justice table in the fellowship hall. Please 

take a look!

 847.888.0668

Lydia Larrabee
Board President

  2 Henny DuBois

  6 Mary Alice Masonick

  7 Kay Kummerow

  7 Miles Anderson 

10 Noreen Halberstadt   

10       Sylvie Colburn

11 Greg Ward

12 Emily Garman

12 Tyler Garman

13 Betsi Waldron

15 Andrea Schmidlin

16 Camilla Rose Husseini 

Kudos to:

Mike Mitchell, Phil Webster, 
Margaret Federer,  and Mary Alice 
and Joe Masonick for cleaning up 
the garbage along Highland Ave. for 
our semi-annual Adopt-A-Highway 
Litter Pick-up in October - to Donna 
Askins  for developing the new church directory. - to 
Brianna Bedard, Kim Cecil, Sergio Hernandez, 
Bridget Lucas, and Elise Wall  for planning and 
supervising the high school Youth Retreat in 
September.

Ways to Be in Touch
Church Office            847.888.0668

Web site            www.uuce.org

PodCast                          uuce.libsyn.com

Schedule an event          uuce.org/event-scheduling.html

Newsletter submissions      newsletter@uuce.org

Board President: Lydia Larrabee           

Unichord Editor: 

    Bob Sandidge Newsletter@uuce.org   847.854.1111 

Due Dates

Order of Service                                   Wednesday PM

UNICHORD NEWS DUE                           Third Sunday

November Birthdays
16 Sue Sitter

19 Jim Navadomskis

20 Louise Molitor

20 Bonnie Schwank

25 Manish Jyoti

26 Norm Wilkinson

26 Helen King

27 Elizabeth Olson

27 Debbie Garman

27 Mara Clough

29 Maureen Navadomskis

29       Sara Mertens

7 www.uuce.org

President’s Reflections

“Death is not the biggest fear we have; our biggest fear 
is taking the risk to be alive—the risk to be alive and 
express what we really are. Just being ourself is the 
biggest fear of humans.”  - Don Miguel Ruiz 



The Unitarian Universalist Church of Elgin
P.O. Box 1032
Elgin, IL 60121 (847) 888-0668

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED
www.uuce.org

Tim Davis , Michelle Sweeney, and 
Christina Conway take on challenging  
questions from UUCE HALLOWEEN 
JEOPARDY host Alex Trebek (aka Rev. 

Dan Brosier) Sunday Oct. 28th.
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